If you would be interested in participating in this study, please
contact one of the following by June 20th:

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

“Listening for God” is a resource intended to help readers
investigate how life and faith merge in surprising
ways and places through a study of modern
literature. The stories which are included are
both challenging and thought-provoking. Their
relationship to faith and religion is sometimes
clear, sometimes not so obvious, but all present
situations of interest, and often, deep concern.
One reviewer of this series said, “I sometimes
have to search for God in these stories, but that
is part of the challenge I appreciate.”
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Read Acts 2:1–21
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TURNED OUTWARD CONTINUED FROM FRONT COVER
that for a moment expresses his peace in the bonds of love and
justice. Estranged peoples understand one another, hear one
another, touch one another. Jew to Jew, Jew to Gentile,
Church to World.
One of my favorite teachers explained what’s going on
in Acts by observing that in the course of the narrative almost no
one is doing what they want to do. In fact, everyone is being
led by the Spirit to do exactly what they don’t want to do and to
desire the very people they want to despise. And it all begins
with the revolution of intimacy that erupts on Pentecost.
The Spirit doesn’t come as a whisperer asking for
permission to act on you, “Are you ready, Peter?” “Does this
work for you, Mary?” No. “A sound from heaven like the
howling of a fierce wind filled the entire house where they were
sitting.” There’s no permission, no checking readiness, no
consideration of comfort, only the rushing, the pressing, and
most importantly, the empowering. The same Spirit calls and
presses and draws on us the same as with the first apostles:
toward the future that God desires, a future in which we the
body of Jesus are turned out to the world.
The wind of the Spirit turns us out into the uncomfortable,
the unknown, the unimaginable, yes. But the good news is that
it’s the Holy Spirit who turns us out: God’s powerful, abiding
presence with us, upon us, in us. When that happens, walls of
segregation can become tables of grace where people gather
to share in the greater gift of life in Christ. Where is the Spirit-wind
blowing you?
Pastor Patrick
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We envision this as being a once a month meeting on
Wednesdays, beginning in September.

When the day of Pentecost arrives the disciples of Jesus
have been waiting and praying some days for the Spirit to
come, just as Jesus commanded them before he ascended
into heaven. They waited and they prayed, but nothing could
have prepared them for this. The Holy Spirit bursts forth
unbridled in power like a rushing wind turning these reflective,
waiting disciples outward to their new mission: to be joined to
their neighbors and their enemies through the common goods
of food, prayer, language, and mutual respect and submission
to one another.
On Pentecost Jesus’s disciples become preachers in
“other tongues” among a diverse people that think the
disciples are drunk. People hear the gospel in their own
languages. They’re caught up in the intimate union of God
the Spirit with human flesh. And out of this ecstatic moment
comes much fruit. Peter, for example, goes against his better
judgment at the behest of the Spirit to meet the presence of
Jesus in a Roman, Gentile family and baptizes them. Philip gets
pulled away from the work he’s doing in Samaria to encounter
an Ethiopian eunuch on pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Stephen,
new to the faith, finds himself on trial before the Sanhedrin,
and preaches a sermon that gets him stoned to death. Paul
goes from being a murderous, rampaging Pharisee to Jesus’s
primary messenger to the nations. Lydia is pressed to use her
business acumen to lead and fund the ministry that establishes
the church in Philippi. The Holy Spirit of Pentecost — the same
Spirit that fills us with Jesus today — is wild, blustery, and pushy,
knitting people of all kinds together as the community of Jesus.
Pentecost is a miracle that employs mouths and
bodies, God joining strangers in an experience of togetherness
(CONTINUED)
www.frontstreetumc.org

fsumc@frontstreetumc.org

336.227.6263

A LOOK AHEAD:
KNOWING CHRIST
SENIOR SUNDAY
Join us on Sunday, June 10 for Senior Sunday at the 11:00 a.m.
service as we celebrate students who are graduating from
high school.
GROWING IN CHRIST
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
UMW ended the year
with delicious salad bar
meals. A time of
fellowship and devotion
was enjoyed by both
morning and evening
circles. The next UMW
meeting will be held on
Morning Circles
Monday, September 10.

children) walk an average of 3.7 miles a day to obtain clean
water. To make this fact more real to our
campers, they will walk with a bucket on their
head to experience what it is like to walk for a
period of time in the heat to obtain access to
water. The money raised from this walk will be
used to build a well in a village. Participants will
be grouped into teams, with one member of each team
walking at any one time.
Everyone is encouraged to sponsor a team! A bulletin board
in the Reading Area will post the members of each
team. Choose a team, make a donation and help build a
well in Kenya! To make a donation, please make checks
payable to FSUMC with Walk for Water and the number of the
team you wish to sponsor in the memo line.

Circle 5

SUMMER ROAD TRIP
Are we there yet??? The family road trip can be great fun,
seeing the sights and spending time together. It can also
breed complaining about cramped quarters and boredom.
When the Israelites took a road trip to the land God promised
them, they complained the whole way. They
forgot that God has good things in store for
us. From June 3 thru August 26, children K-5th
grade are invited to join Ms. Marcy in the chapel
on Sunday mornings for an exciting road
trip! Gathering and refreshments will be served
at 9:45 a.m. Worship (including music and
drama) will begin at 10:00 a.m. followed by
outdoor activities. Children who play an
instrument, enjoy reading aloud or acting are invited to
participate in the leading of Summer Sunday
School. Contact Marcy McAdams
(marcy@frontstreetumc.org) for more information or to
volunteer.
SHARING CHRIST
WALK FOR WATER
As one of the missions in our upcoming Music & Missions
Camp, participants will take part in a sponsored walk to raise
money for a well in Kenya where people (mostly women and

The Walk for Water event will take place at 11:30 a.m. on
Thursday, June 21. Come out and support the teams as they
Walk for Water for a village in Kenya!
YOUTH SUMMER MISSION TRIPS
Middle School Mission: Hinton Rural Life Center
June 17 - 22
This summer the middle school students of Front Street will be
traveling to the Hinton Rural Life Center in
Hayesville, NC. While there, our students will
be reaching out to the community of rural
Appalachia to share the love of God. Our
students will be working on local residents’
homes and engaging in worship and discipleship. This week
will be full of fun and mission!
High School Mission: Appalachia Service Project
July 29 - August 4
Our high school youth depart on Sunday, July 29, for their
annual mission experience to share Christ
with communities in rural Appalachia. This
year, our high school youth mission team will
be serving in Kanawha County, West Virginia
which will be the first year ASP has been in
that county. Front Street will be represented for their 36th
year serving at ASP. We have 14 youth and adults going.
Please keep the youth, adult leaders, and the people they will
be serving in your prayers.

Prayers
 Edith Fogleman whose health continues
to decline
 Claire Freeman, granddaughter of
Nancy Freeman, is battling cancer
 Curwood and Peggy Harrison upon the
death of his sister, Florence Till, on 5/15
 Chris Huneycutt
 The family of Ruby Meredith upon her
death on 5/8
 Susan Simpson Ratliff upon the death of
her mother, Elizabeth “Betty” Sandgren
Shook, on 5/8
 The family of William Sims upon his
death on 5/17
 Beverly Thomas recovering from recent
surgery

Welcome to New Members
We welcome new members, James and
Ruth Colville, who joined as Affiliate
members on Sunday, April 29.
CEREAL SUNDAY
Don’t forget that Sunday, June 3, is
Cereal Sunday. Please
deposit cereal or other
canned/dry goods in the
tubs in the cabinet in the
Welcome Center. June’s
collection will go to The
Salvation Army.
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OFFICE CLOSED
The church office will be
closed Monday, May 28, in

observance of Memorial
Day.

ON CALL
EMERGENCY
PHONE NUMBER:
336-380-4136

MORE NEWS:
GRADUATES
We will be recognizing our graduates in the June
newsletter. If you have a loved one, who is a new
college graduate, please visit
www.frontstreetumc.org/features to complete an
online graduate form or call the church office by
Tuesday, May 29.

2018

GREETER ORIENTATION
We are launching a greeter ministry to provide greater hospitality to
our guests and visitors on Sunday mornings. If you are
interested in participating in this ministry, there will be a
brief orientation and training during the Sunday School
hour (10:00 - 10:45 a.m.) on June 3 in the Reading
Area. For more information, please contact Pastor
Patrick at patrick@frontstreetumc.org. To sign up to
greet on a particular Sunday, please visit the Features page of our
website.
NORTH CAROLINA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Our pastors and lay delegates will be attending the Annual
Conference, June 14-16 at the Greenville
Convention Center, Greenville, NC. Let’s
surround our pastors, delegates and bishop
with prayer as they discern God’s will and
order for the ministries of the NC Annual
Conference.
BUCKNER MISSION MAN TRIATHLON │ JULY 28
Lake Cammack Park and Marina, Burlington, NC
The Buckner Mission Man Triathlon is fast approaching. Volunteers
are needed in all areas: body marking, registration,
refreshments, directing course traffic, manning
water stations, and the finish line. Come out and
volunteer in this great event which raises money for
the missions of Front Street UMC. You’ll have a
great time! Contact Joanna Strelow at 336-2276263 or email joannacouperstrelow@gmail.com for details or to
volunteer.
SAVE THE DATE
We are excited to announce that Jeanne Roberson,
an award winning humorist, will perform a show on the
afternoon of Sunday, October 14 at Front Street UMC.
Proceeds from this event will go to missions. More
details coming soon.

