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MABC
Ministry Associate Position

The Ministry Associate will 
work under the supervision 
of the Senior Pastor . Like 
all other staff members, the 
Ministry Associate is
expected to maintain a 
high level of professional 
competency and to abide by 
the policies and procedures 
established by the church. 

The responsibilities include:
• Church receptionist
•  Publications/
   communications manager
• General office
   administrator.

The Ministry Associte must 
be a registered Notary
Public whose annual notary 
fee will be paid by the 
church.

This position is classified as 
a non-exempt salaried and 
Support Staff position.

Jan Ballard Named MABC Ministry Associate

The staff, board of deacons, and personnel team are all 
thrilled to share the hiring of Jan Ballard to fill the role 

of Ministry Associate (formerly office manager position). 
She will begin her duties on July 1. 

In hiring someone for this position, the staff knew it would 
take such a special person to handle all the different respon-
sibilities associated with the job—receptionist, typist and 
publicist, building manager, worship team member, and so 
much more.

Jan comes to this position with experience and skills the 
church will need as we move forward. Since 2017, she has 
owned B’s and Q’s proofreading, serving as a legal proof-
reader. In this position, she proofread PDF transcripts of 
trials, expert testimony, depositions, public hearings, and political campaigns. In addi-
tion, she managed invoicing and accounting, designed marketing materials, including a 
website, and created digital advertisements.

From 2011-2016, Jan served as an archivist and assistant director of the American Bap-
tist Historical Society in Atlanta. From 2005-2010, she was the executive director and 
project archivist for Jacobsburg Historical Society in Nazareth, PA.

Jan earned an M.S. degree in Information and Library Science from Drexel University 
in Philadelphia in 1994. She completed a degree in English at UGA in 1982.

Her office management skills include:
• Recruiting volunteers and supervising their projects
• Writing articles and designing newsletters
• Designing physical and online exhibits
• Assisting with conference and event arrangements
• Developing and managing department budgets.

In addition, she is proficient in both Mac and Windows operating systems, Microsoft 
Office Suite, Adobe Photoshop, Google, and Social Media platforms.

Jan and her husband, Kevin, joined MABC in 2016. Kevin is a high school science 
teacher and coach, has taught Sunday school classes, and has served as a deacon. Jan is 
currently a  member of the church book club, and has also served as a deacon. 

Jan brings to this position many new ideas, suggestions, energy, enthusiasm, and opti-
mism. You can reach her by email at office@milledge.org.

We greatly appreciate Sarah Pledger for filling in when Carrie left. Thank you Sarah! 

Jan Ballard



Danny Akin 
was born 

in Carrollton, 
Georgia, in 1947, 
to Greshom and 
Florice Akin. 
Danny’s older 
brothers, Elmer 
and Frank, were 
9 and 5 when he was born, so Danny 
often felt like he was an only child, 
especially when they were teenagers 
and had other interests besides playing 
with a little brother. 

As a child, Danny loved all sports, 
including midget football, basketball, 
and baseball. To earn money, he began 
working a paper route in 6th grade, 
delivering papers on his bicycle. His 
mother drove him on Sundays since 
those newspapers were much heavier. 

During high school, his love of sports 
continued. He participated in three 
state football championship games. 
As a freshman, he made two plays at 
the end of the game after their state 
champion first team had secured vic-
tory. During his sophomore year, his 
team was edged out by Americus on 
a 14-6 score. During his senior year, 
his squad won the state AAA champi-
onship over Fitzgerald. They were the 
only two teams in the state that ran the 
“Notre Dame Box” offense.

To earn money, Danny moved on from 
his paper route to work in a grocery 
store, eventually becoming a check-
er. He said because he saw so many 
customers in a day, he often dreamed 
about people lined up to buy groceries.

Danny’s interest in science was 
formed in high school with the in-

fluence of his chemistry teacher. He 
decided that chemistry might be a 
good college major because there was 
money in it and jobs were plentiful. 
Since there was a long history of fam-
ily loyalty to the University of Geor-
gia and the Dawgs, Danny’s choice 
of schools was decided. But first, he 
spent two years at West Georgia Col-
lege before going to Athens. In 1968, 
he married Joyce King, his high school 
sweetheart, and they arrived in Athens 
the same year. They had two children, 
a daughter, Lisa, and a son, Russ. 

While at UGA, Danny changed his 
major to microbiology and earned 
his B.S., and M.S. degrees in that 
field. He went to work for the Russell 
Research Center, and they encouraged 
him to get his Ph.D. From 1971, until 
his retirement in 2003, he served as a 
research microbiologist for the USDA 
and as an adjunct professor at UGA. 
It was exciting work and he was never 
bored. Throughout his career, he pub-
lished more than 300 articles, as well 
as peer review articles, book chapters, 
presentations, and seminars. One of 
the highlights of his career was a year 
spent in Australia as a visiting research 
scientist making great contacts with 
other researchers across the world. 

When they arrived in Athens, Danny 
and his family became members of 
Milledge Avenue Baptist Church in 
1968. Danny believed he had useful 
leadership skills and quickly volun-
teered for committee assignments, 
serving on search committees for 
Buddy Revels, Edward Bolen, and 
Ginny Dempsey. Beginning in 1974, 
he served seven three-year terms as a 
deacon, five times as chair and one as 
secretary, and was named deacon chair 

emeritus in 2014. The budget, staff 
changes, and debt were always chal-
lenging to deacon leaders. Danny was 
teaching the Disciples Sunday school 
class when Barry and I joined in 1998.

Sadly, his marriage ended in 1995. 
A year and a half later, a neighbor 
introduced him to Becky Cochran, and 
they married in 1998. Becky brought 
three children to their marriage, and 
together they have five grandchildren. 
Since his retirement, Danny has en-
joyed gardening, writing, and travel-
ing. Earlier this year, he completed 
Moving Mother—Transition of Mother 
and Son, a memoir about his mother’s 
life at Highland Hills. Becky is an 
avid photographer so their travels in 
an RV have led them to Florida, Utah, 
New England, and Texas. Traveling in 
such close proximity, Danny is often 
reminded of a sermon by Claude Mc-
Bride called “How to Fight With Your 
Wife.” Claude said, “After you have 
said something, don’t say it again!” 

One of the reasons Danny was inter-
ested in writing a history of MABC 
was because many of the newer 
church members only knew Edward 
Bolen as their pastor and had little 
knowledge of the 40 years before his 
tenure. Forty years from now, another 
MABC history committee will meet 
and make plans for the 100th anniver-
sary and perhaps write another history. 
They will be indebted to Danny Akin 
for writing the history of our first 60 
years. He has given us an invaluable 
gift, and provided a great tribute to 
those who came before us

Thank you, Danny, for your years 
of strong leadership and service to 
Milledge Avenue Baptist Church.   

Nineteenth century Irish poet Oscar Wilde wrote, “Anybody can make history. Only a great man can write it.” After more 
than a year of meticulous research and attention to detail, our Danny Akin produced an in-depth history of the first 60 years 
of Milledge Avenue Baptist Church. And he has been a major part of that history for more than 50 years.—Betty Jones

Senior Spotlight—Danny Akin by Betty Jones

Danny and Becky Akin



The writing of Rock of Ages by the Reverend Augustus 
M. Toplady, an English Vicar in 1775, is one of the 

strangest stories in the history of hymns. The words, “Rock 
of ages, cleft for me, Let me hide myself in Thee; Let the 
water and the blood, From Thy riven side which flowed, Be 
of sin the double cure, Cleanse from wrath and make me 
pure,” were first written on the back side of a playing card, 
the six of diamonds. 

It came about one day when Toplady was walking some 
distance from his home and was caught in a sudden violent 
storm. There was no shelter nearby, but the Vicar spied a 
huge cleft running down a ledge beside the road. He took 
refuge there and was protected from the storm. He thought, 
while there, of the spiritual significance of his experience.

God is a refuge from the storms of life. Reaching down to 
the ground, he picked up a playing card, which he found 
lying there, and upon this surface, the famous words were 
penned.

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,                                                     
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood,
From Thy riven side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure,
Save from wrath and make me pure.

Could my tears forever flow,
Could my zeal no languor know,
These for sins could not atone—
Thou must save, and Thou alone;
In my hand no price I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling.

While I draw this final breath, 
When my eyes shall close in death,
When I rise to worlds unknown,
And behold Thee on Thy throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee. 

The Voice of Encouragement:
A Hymn for the Ages—Rock of Ages
By Helen Salem Rizk (from Stories of the Christian Hymns, Abingdom Press, Copyright 1964

Friday evening we nestled into comfy 
chairs in our family room in front 

of our television to watch Hamilton, 
the musical written by Lin Manuel-Mi-
randa that has taken Broadway by 
storm. Though we often listen to the 
soundtrack together as a family (espe-
cially on road trips), we never expected 
to be able to actually see the show. 
When Disney announced a taped ver-
sion would be available on July 3, we 
put it on our family calendar and began 
counting down the days.

The anticipation was worth it! The 
recording was of the original Broadway 
cast, with Manuel-Miranda in the title 
role as Alexander Hamilton. We silently 
sang (and rapped) along to the familiar 
songs. We inwardly cheered at their 
victories and winced at each death.

The scene that I was dreading to watch 
because of the song lyrics proved more 
moving than I imagined it would be. 

“It’s Quiet Uptown,” is a song that 
Hamilton sings to and then with his 
wife Eliza after their son’s death. Each 
time I listen to the soundtrack I have 
tears streaming down my face by the 
end of the song as I imagined how the 
scene would be acted. But watching the 
characters on stage react to Hamilton as 
he sang, and watching Hamilton look 
to his wife, longing for her forgiveness, 
wanting her love, and pleading for her 
acceptance once again was almost too 
much for me.
“There are moments that the words 
don’t reach/There is a grace too power-
ful to name/We push away what we can 
never understand/We push away the 
unimaginable/They are standing in the 
garden/Alexander by Eliza’s side...”
And then I sobbed when Eliza slow-
ly, tenderly, without looking at him, 
clasped Hamilton’s hand and joined 
in singing the chorus: “She takes his 
hand/It’s quiet uptown.”

Reflecting on that scene this weekend 
prompted a thought—we may think we 
know what people are going through, 
what they are feeling because we have 
been through something similar. But 
most often we do not know, cannot 
know. There is always more to the story 
than what we hear or what we see. 
Even when people feel close enough 
to tell us of their experience, of their 
pain, of their joy, we can only know it 
partially, never fully. Very often words 
cannot adequately express their emo-
tions.

We should be tender with folks because 
we have no idea what they might be ex-
periencing, how they might be hurting, 
or what pain they might be carrying. I 
think that is the approach Jesus longs 
for us to take. Reach out to everyone 
with love and tenderness. Speak with 
and through grace in all situations. Per-
haps in doing so we can offer healing 
peace to a world that is hurting. 

Offering healing peace to a hurting world by Nathan Byrd
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Church Ministry & Support Staff

July 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

10am: Zoom SS
11am: Virtual Worship

10am: Zoom SS
11am: Virtual Worship
6pm: Youth Car Circle

10am: Zoom SS
11am: Virtual Worship
6pm: Youth Car Circle

10am: Zoom SS
11am: Virtual Worship
12pm: Finance Mtg.
6pm: Youth Car Circle

6 pm: Zoom
Deacons’ Mtg.

11am: Virtual Book
Club

Zoom Leadership
Meeting
Hymn of 
Encouragement

Zoom Leadership
Meeting
Hymn of 
Encouragement

Zoom Leadership
Meeting
Hymn of 
Encouragement

Zoom Leadership
Meeting
Hymn of 
Encouragement

Zoom Leadership
Meeting
Hymn of 
Encouragement

10 am: Staff Mtg.
7pm: Bedtime
Blessings Video

7pm: Bedtime
Blessings Video

10am: Staff Mtg.
7pm: Bedtime
Blessings Video

7pm: Bedtime
Blessings Video

9:30am: Friday Flash

9:30am: Friday Flash

9:30am: Friday Flash

9:30am: Friday Flash

9:30am: Friday Flash10am: Staff Mtg.
7pm: Bedtime
Blessings Video

7pm: Bedtime
Blessings Video

10am: Staff Mtg.
7pm: Bedtime
Blessings Video

7pm: Bedtime
Blessings Video


