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Just4Lunch (by Edward Bolen)
The Senior Adult Team organized another informal Dutch-treat lunch on April 22 with a great visit to 
The National in downtown Athens.  Join us on June 17 for the next “Just 4 Lunch” when we travel to 
Yesterday’s Café in Greensboro.

Found Faithful (by Edward Bolen)
The response to April’s stewardship campaign was very strong.  While a large number of 
pledge cards were presented during the April 24 worship service, we have also received 
many more through the mail and electronically.  If you have not yet completed an “Estimate of 
Giving Card,” simply visit www.milledge.org/giving

Touching Student Sunday (by Ginny Dempsey)
25 students from Kindergarten through 12th grades led us in worship on Student 
Sunday, April 17th.  Sixteen families were represented, with 3 more families having 

conflicts that day that prohibited them from 
participating.  Students guided worship through 
greeting, speaking, praying, taking up the offering, 
playing instruments, preaching, and distributing 
communion.  We were all reminded that like 
Dorcas and Peter we have been given much and we need to be found faithful with our 
blessings.  Thank you students for your leadership and willingness to serve!

Georgia Children’s Chorus Concert, April 17th (by Tom Eggleston)
WHY? Why did we have the Georgia Children’s Chorus sing in our sanctuary? Here’s why…because we are a “red door” 
church that welcomes our community to join hands with us for an amazing event. We were blessed to have 79 amazing 
students present a beautiful concert for our congregation and community.  Under the capable direction of Carol Reeves, 
this group, as I said at the end of the concert, is one of the premiere children’s choruses not only in the Southeast but 
in the United States. We had over 250 in attendance and had many first time guests in our church. A love offering was 
collected and we were able to gift the Georgia Children’s Chorus with $970. We had a great reception with the help 
of Becky Odom’s Celebration team and our wonderful volunteers. The Athens community is always welcome to come 
through our doors as we share community and share Christ in this place.
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Memorable Awanita Youth Retreat (by Ginny Dempsey)

From Friday, April 22 through Sunday, April 24th, 14 youth and 3 adults attended a retreat 
at Awanita Valley, SC.  Our Bible studies for the weekend revolved around Baptism as we 
examined what we believe as Baptists about God, Jesus, the Bible, baptism, individual 
freedoms.  We enjoyed the great outdoors through horseback riding, a hummer ride up 
the mountain, a bonfire on top of the mountain, paddleboating, canoeing, and ziplining 
into the lake, and a team building course in the woods.  We learned about ourselves 
as individuals through journaling exercises and, as a group, through team building and 
becoming a “Yurt Church.”  What a privilege to get closer to one another and to God 
through the gift of nature!

If you have a church story you would 
like to share in our April issue to be 
printed in May, please submit them 
by June 6th.

What’s Your Story?...

UGA Musicale (by Tom Eggleston)  
On April 28, 2016, the UGA chapters of Sigma Alpha Iota women’s sorority and Phil 
Mu Alpha Sinfonia men’s fraternity combined for a concert at Milledge Avenue Baptist 
Church. There were approximately 200 in attendance with around 150 university 
students represented at this event. You may ask, why was this significant in the life 
of our church? For a large number in this group, this was the first exposure they have 
had to our church which made this an outreach event. The evening was filled with 
a wide variety of musical styles…everything from a brass arrangement of a William 
Billings piece to the Queen’s Bohemian Rhapsody to a spiritual, Little Innocent Lamb, 
to rousing stage band numbers. We want to continue to foster our good relationships 
with university students and make them welcome.

Wonder What Your Ministers Do on Days that Don’t Begin with “Sun?” 
(by Edward Bolen)
Ever wondered what our pastors do during the week?  Here are a few snapshots from April.
•	 Rev. Tom Eggleston is a member of the Sons of Jubal (www.gabaptistworshipmusic.org/soj/), a male chorus 

composed of ministers of music and others who serve in music ministries of Georgia Baptist churches.  He performed 
as a trumpet musician with the “Jubal Brass” in concern on April 14 at FBC Conyers.  

• On April 21, Dr. Ginny Dempsey attended the monthly meeting of the “Local Action Council” for Actions Ministries of 
Athens (www.actionministries.net/locations/athens/), 

•	 Dr. Edward Bolen made six visits with home-bound and hospice members, serving communion and delivering 
devotional material from our church.

Helping Our Community...E.S.L. Classes (by Edward Bolen)
For more than 25 years, MABC has partnered with Athens Technical College to host 
“English as Second Language” classes.  Your generous support of our church budget 
has allowed us to welcome thousands of neighbors to our church and connect them with 
valuable language skills.  ESL classes have wrapped up for the spring and will return in late 
July or early August.


