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Reaching Our Neighbors
     
FEAST:  East-side Food Pantry by the Numbers
Distribution Date:  January 16, 2016

“…For the help we give our neighbor, God’s will be done…In 
the harvests we are sharing, God’s will be done…”  From the 
Thanksgiving Hymn, “For the Fruit of All Creation.”
Two hundred families registered to receive a portion of 10,000 pounds of food delivered from the Foodbank of Northeast 
Georgia.  Some of the food items in this distribution were canned salmon, canned and dry soups, juice, bread and cakes.  
Also, FBNEGA provided 80 coupons for a free gallon of milk from Kroger.  These coupons were given to families with 
children.  
The participating families were served by 60 volunteers from 5 participating churches and the University of Georgia 
Campus Christian Fellowship.
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Tribute
We were all blessed by the outstanding worship that we experienced on January 17th for the combined Martin Luther 
King, Jr. service with Mount Pleasant Baptist Church and Milledge Avenue Baptist Church. Our sanctuary was packed with 
almost 300 people. The service was filled with great music beginning with a great handbell arrangement of the spiritual, 
“Just a Closer Walk With Thee”; the combined choir continued with a rousing musical call to worship, “In Christ, Everybody 
is God’s Somebody”; an inspiring version of “Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone); a beautiful piano trio arrangement 
of “This is My Father’s World with He’s Got the Whole World”; an awesome anthem, “Lord, I Know I Been Changed” by 
the combined choir and a stunning arrangement of “Higher Ground” by our trombone quartet. Dr. Emmanuel McCall, 
long-time staff member of the North American Mission Board, adjunct professor at McAfee School of Theology and pastor 
of one church in Kentucky and four churches in Georgia was the guest preacher. He delivered a wonderful message 
based on Hebrews 12 passage about the great cloud of witnesses and his encouragement for us to fix our eyes on 
Jesus and walk together as one. Rev. Abraham Mosley and Dr. Ginny Dempsey along with deacons from both churches 

served communion. It was a holy, sacred time 
together. The morning was capped off with a 
delicious catered meal and fellowship time that 
everyone thoroughly enjoyed. This service has 
become a model of building bridges of unity 
and racial harmony in the Athens community. 
There was also a group of our members that 
participated in the MLK service project on 
Monday, Jan. 18 to help restore the Brooklyn 
Cemetery in East Athens. We praise God for 
all that was accomplished for His Kingdom!
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A Note from Your Deacon Ministers
What an exciting time to be a deacon minister at MABC!
On January 30, we energized our new year with an excellent Deacon Retreat at Sandy Creek Park. Eddie Hammett, 
noted author, church and clergy coach from CBFNC, led us in a day of thinking, reflecting, praying, discussing, and 
studying.  Our overall goal for this year is to create a Spirit-Led Deacon Ministry. On this retreat day of work and 
fellowship, we began to clarify the role and function of the MABC Diaconate. We also explored what is needed to serve 
with our pastors and staff to move MABC forward as “a worshiping family of God, living and sharing Christ’s love with 
each other, our community, and our world.”
We think that the best way to begin to achieve our goals is to be more actively involved with our deacon ministry families 
this year. We have created deacon minister pairs to work together in serving small groups of families. These pairs will 
stay in touch with their families each month. We have also set a specific day and time each week to stop what we are 
doing and to pray for our families. This is a shared commitment we are cultivating together, remembering, “They devoted 
themselves…to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” (Acts 2:42)  So, our goal is to pray for our entire church by 2:42 
pm every Tuesday. Another opportunity for our active and former deacons to pray for our congregation is the monthly 
Deacon Prayer Time on the first Tuesday of each month at 7 pm.
We are so blessed to have 18 strong, caring, committed, loving, and faithful deacon ministers this year. We are devoted to 
serving Christ and the people of Christ’s church. Please call on your deacons. Please pray for your deacons. We will most 
certainly be praying for you! 
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Youth@Milledge
On Friday, January 8th, 14 youth and 7 adults traveled by church bus and 
rented van to Winterplace, West Virginia, arriving around midnight.  We were 
up early on Saturday for a full day of skiing, card playing, and enjoying the 
snow.  We had 8 youth who had never skied before--all of whom were pros 
by the end of the day.  How fun to see the older youth and adults helping 
the younger ones learn how to ride a chair lift, ski on a more advanced 
slope, or race down a hill!  Almost everyone enjoyed time in the hot tub 
and indoor pool to relax our muscles at the end of the day.  On Sunday, 
January 10th, we went tubing and enjoyed the natural snow as it fell on 
top of the mountain before heading back home to Athens. The long drive 
made lots of conversation, music, and connections possible.  We were 
thankful for a safe trip where no one got hurt and everyone had fun!
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Golden Glows
On Wednesday, January 6th the Golden Glows enjoyed a delicious meal (as always!) and a program by Don Mosley.  Don 
and his wife Carolyn are founders of the Jubilee Partners intentional Christian community in Comer, GA.  Their primary 
ministry is offering hospitality to refugees newly arrived in America.  Over the course of 30 years, Jubilee has hosted more 
than 3,000 refugees from more than 30 countries.  Don and Carolyn shared with us their experiences of the founding of 
the farm, its everyday running and maintenance, and their history with Habitat for Humanity and Koinonia farms.  We were 
also able to obtain Don’s books, Faith Beyond Borders and With Our Own Eyes, and get them signed by the author.  
Just like every month, Golden Glows also celebrated birthdays, anniversaries, and time of fellowship around tables. 
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