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A Most Powerful Holy Week Experience
Palm Sunday, March 20, 2016 / Easter Sunday, March 27, 2016 (by Tom Eggleston)
As we celebrated a reenactment of the Triumphal Entry, the donkey, Festus, was in rare form and so was his rider, Dr. 
Edward Bolen. We, at Milledge Ave Baptist, gathered along our church driveway with palm branches waving, loudly joining 

our Hosanna voices and giving shouts of “Blessed be the name of the Lord.” Then on 
Easter Sunday, we adorned the cross with beautiful flowers signifying His resurrection. 
Both Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday services were filled with beautiful music from our 
handbells, our instrumentalists, our children and adult choirs, our trombone quartet, a 
great piano/organ duet and inspiring messages from Dr. Dempsey with the children’s 
sermons and challenging messages from Dr. Bolen which reminded us of the six most 
important words of Christendom, “Christ the Lord is risen today.” When we take the 
gospel outside the four walls of the church, as we did on Palm Sunday, and as we sang 
the “Hallelujah Chorus” on Easter Sunday, we send powerful messages of hope and love 
to our community and world. May we continue to be Easter people in our workplace, our 
schools, and our spheres of influence. 

Maundy Thursday, Passover Seder, March 24, 2016 (by Ginny Dempsey)
On Maundy Thursday, March 24th, about 40 people gathered for a Jewish 
Passover Seder as led by Rabbi Ron Gerson.  We experienced eating the 
symbolic foods, hearing questions and answers asked of the Jewish people 
throughout the meal as found in the Jewish Haggadah booklet, and asking 
questions of the Rabbi about Jewish customs, practices, and lifestyle.  We 
learned that although the Seder meal as we experienced was not the same 
as what Jesus would have done, the commemoration of the event was just as 
important and definitely celebrated in  His time.  This Seder provided education, 
fellowship, and an awareness of our Jewish heritage and modern day Jewish 
brothers and sisters.

Good Friday Experience, Journey to the Cross, March 25, 2016 (by Tom Eggleston)
We had sixty-five people join in a powerful self-guided prayer walk to experience the twelve stations of the cross. This 
journey chronicled praying in the garden, counting thirty pieces of silver, hearing the noisy crowd, washing hands as 
Pilate did, remembering Peter’s denial and our own, remembering the suffering of Jesus with the whipping, the mocking, 
the nails, viewing the body in the tomb and letting go of our sin. This journey concluded with a personal time of partaking 
communion from our pastor. As people left, we witnessed tears, strong emotions, and many thanks for the powerful 
feelings that were stirred by these remembrances. We give thanks to the decorations committee for setup of the rooms, 
our deacons who served as monitors and resetting the rooms, for Ginny Dempsey and Betty Jones for their invaluable 
creativity and vision for making this a memorable experience for our members and visitors. We give thanks to God for His 
willing sacrifice of laying down His life for all humanity. 
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Ordination to the Gospel Ministry (by Edward Bolen)

Rachel Sloan Erickson was ordained to the Gospel Ministry by Milledge Avenue Baptist 
Church on Palm Sunday--March 20.  Rachel is a graduate of Mercer University, has 
earned her Masters of Divinity from McAfee School of Theology and is currently serving in 
a two-year Chaplain Residency at the Atlanta Veterans Administration hospital.

Helping Our Community (by Edward Bolen)  
For more than 20 years, a group of men from MABC (the Bread Burners) have prepared lunch one 
day each month at “Our Daily Bread.”  Originally housed at Oconee Street UMC, “Our Daily Bread” 
(a program of Action Ministries; www.actionministries.net) now serves breakfast and lunch each day 
at Athens’ First Baptist Church.  Our cooks, self-named the “Bread-Burners,” serve about 130-160 
people on the 3rd Tuesday of each month.  Interested in volunteering?  Contact the Charlie Clegg 
(ccclegg8836@gmail.com) or the Pastor.

Golden Glows Field Trip (by Carole Sosebee, President, Golden Glows)
The March meeting of Golden Glows, attended by 40 members and 
guests, was truly a “glowing” event. Our luncheon at MABC was once 
again abundantly and deliciously filled with food by the best cooks in the 
Athens area—maybe even Georgia! sprinkled with a generous dose of lively 
fellowship. After lunch, we traveled to the new UGA Veterinary Teaching 
Hospital for a walking tour of the facility. Two groups were led by Marti 
Brick, Director of Veterinary External Affairs, and Chester Sosebee, Head 
of Pharmacy Department (and Golden Glows member). Just a few of the 
highlights included the Equine Performance Center, the “star trek” style laser 
in radiology, the sheer size, openness and light throughout the hospital, and 
of course, the continuing commentary by Chester.

Happy Easter Eggs!! (by Ginny Dempsey)
On Palm Sunday, 20 children, from 14 different families (including many guests!) 
enjoyed an Easter Egg hunt, Easter egg games, and an Easter Egg Store!  In addition, 
6 youth from 5 different families helped with the hiding, games, and store.  In total, 
we had more than 50 people stay for lunch and the festivities.  Almost 800 eggs were 

hidden and then traded in for prizes and 
candies.  This event provided fellowship time 
for students  and their families and a chance 
to interact with the many guests present.  We also celebrated the risen Lord 
through finding eggs in God’s beautiful creation!

If you have a church story you would 
like to share in our April issue to be 
printed in May, please submit them 
by May 2nd.

What’s Your Story?...


