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MABC Welcomes New Interim Pastor Larry Jones 

 Greetings from Our Pastor 

Thank You 

On my first Sunday morning with Milledge Avenue, 
I tried to express how pleased and grateful Karen 
and I are to be serving with you.  I'd like to do that 
again here!  Even though - because of COVID 19 - 
we haven't yet been able to meet most of you per-
sonally, you've gone out of your way to welcome us 
and make us feel at home.  We appreciate that so 
much.  We truly believe that many bright days are 
ahead for this good church - even as it makes prepa-
rations to transition toward the calling of a new sen-
ior pastor.  We are so pleased to be sharing this ex-
citing journey with you.  Thank you for allowing us 
this special privilege.  And, by all means, call on us 
when we can be of service in any way. 

Three To Get Ready 

I also mentioned earlier that we have several town 
hall meetings scheduled to "unpack" some of what 
the Intentional Interim Ministry process might look 
like.  We're calling the focus Three To Get Ready - 
a series of three Sunday afternoon ZOOM gather-
ings to share details and provide opportunity for 
participants to ask questions.  These first of these 
will be on November 8 - in person and socially dis-
tanced under the Pumpkin Patch tent - but  

 

 

Continued on the next page 

Meet & Greet 
Larry and Karen Jones 

 
Extend Your Welcome 

Sunday, Nov. 8th, 
2:30-3:30 p.m. 

At the Pumpkin Tent 
In Person or Drive Through 

 
Plan to stay from 4:00-5:00 for Three 
to Get Ready, the first of three town 
hall meetings (November 8, 15, & 
22) to discus the intentional interim 
ministry process.  Or join us via 
Zoom. All three Zoom sessions will 
be recorded and available for later 
viewing. 



 also I believe the conversations will be important as 
we make our way forward.  

Live Streaming 

And speaking of "live," I have some exciting news 
to share.  Thanks to a grant from the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship of Georgia and the generosity of 
a Milledge Avenue member, we are currently ex-
ploring the possibility of securing the hardware and 
software necessary to live stream our worship ser-
vices.  COVID 19 has taught us that online worship 
is probably here to stay.  And it can be a great out-
reach opportunity.  Your staff and lay leadership 
have done a remarkable job of making virtual ser-
vices possible during the pandemic - for which we 
are extraordinarily grateful.  But the "system" 
they've been using is quite labor intensive and, there-
fore, pretty much unsustainable for the long 
haul.  Plus, today's technology offers a variety of 
capabilities that we don't currently have access 
to.  We hope to update the congregation soon and 
often as we learn more about what can be done and 
how it might work. 

Living Arrangements 

In closing, let me offer a bit of explanation in re-
sponse to the question some have raised about mine 

and Karen's "living arrangement" plans.  Even 
though our tenure with you will be a relatively short 
one, we would like very much to be "headquartered" 
locally so we can get better acquainted and invest 
ourselves more fully with the church and communi-
ty.  And your Personnel and Finance Committees 
have graciously made funds available for that poten-
tial.  However, it's a "moving target" right now.  Be-
fore the Milledge Avenue Search Team contacted us, 
Karen and I were in the process of settling her moth-
er's estate - and preparing to put our home on the 
market so we could move closer to our daughter and 
son-in-law in North Carolina.  As you know, those 
wheels tend to move rather slowly - making definite 
decisions difficult!  Add to that the whole realm of 
COVID 19 unknowns - and we're just not sure what 
is best for all concerned at this time.  For now, it 
looks like I will probably do a fair amount of work-
ing from home and commuting to Athens several 
times a week as needed - all subject to change, of 
course!  We'll keep looking at needs and options and 
try to figure it all out.  Thanks for asking - and for 
your understanding in these unprecedented times! 

Sincerely and With Much Anticipation, 

 — Larry                     

Greetings (continued) 

 

Senior Servants: Bruce and Cynthia Ferguson 
In 1968, Bruce and       
Cynthia Ferguson and 
their two sons made 
several attempts to visit 
Milledge Avenue Bap-
tist Church, but be-
cause they arrived late, 
there was no where to 
sit in the very crowded 
old Fellowship Hall 
behind the Caskey 
House. Eventually they 
arrived early enough to 
find seats, and more 

than 50 years later, they remain devoted and beloved 
servants of MABC. —Betty Jones 

Bruce and Cynthia (Clyatt) Ferguson met at Shorter 
College (now University) in 1960. Cynthia had just 
graduated from high school and Bruce had transferred 
from Emory University. Their lives began, however, 
in two different parts of the country. 

Bruce was born on April 7, 1940 to Carl and Vivian 
(Reed) Blair in Pittsfield, Massachusetts. He and his 
two brothers and one sister spent their early years in 
North Adams, MA. Their house was next to a vacant 
lot on a state highway, and Bruce remembers waving 
at convoys of troops passing in the aftermath of WWII. 
As young boys, he and his brothers spent much of their 
time at their neighborhood ball field on a vacant lot. 
By age 9, Bruce had a paper route and worked as a 
summer caddie at a nearby golf course. During the 
Massachusetts’ winters, he earned extra money by 
shoveling sidewalks and driveways. 

The family moved to Rome, GA, when Bruce was 13. 
To make the move easier, his dad told Bruce about 
how he saw some young boys riding motor scooters. 
He didn’t let his father forget about the scooters and 
finally got one, but he had to earn the money to pay for 
it. He later moved up to a motorcycle, and then to his 
first car, what he called an ugly four-door Plymouth, 
that he bought for $200. During high school, he 
worked as a lifeguard, a grocery store clerk, a men’s  



 clothing store salesman, and a construction worker. He 
was never afraid of hard work. 

Cynthia was born on November 13, 1942, in West 
Palm Beach, Florida. She was the second of two 
daughters born to Lamar and Agnes (Fleming) Clyatt. 
When she was 3-years-old, her family moved in with 
her grandparents in Baconton, 
Georgia. Several years later, 
they moved to Albany, where 
she lived until she left for col-
lege. As a young girl, Cynthia 
was active in Girls Scouts, 
GA’s, and loved tap dancing 
and ballet. During high school, 
she played Powder Puff foot-
ball and was active in several 
service clubs. Like Bruce, she 
also had after school jobs. She 
worked part time creating ar-
rangements in a flower shop, 
and as a babysitter. After high 
school graduation in 1960, she 
left for Shorter College, where 
both her mother and sister had 
attended. And that’s where she 
met Bruce Ferguson. 

At Shorter, Cynthia, who loved 
to draw and paint, majored in 
Art, but she married Bruce after her sophomore year, 
and didn’t finish her degree. Bruce was interested in a 
medical career, so he majored in biology and minored 
in chemistry. After earning a B.A., he applied for med-
ical school and was interviewed. While he waited for 
an answer, he took a job as a district salesman for 
Georgia Power. Shortly after, he received a notice to 
report for a pre-induction physical for the military. The 
day he went for his physical, he heard from the Medi-
cal College of Georgia that he had been accepted. He 
was faced with the dilemma of choosing the military or 
school. He chose school. He attended one year at 
MCG, and decided to go in another direction. He and 
Cynthia moved back to Rome for a short time before 
leaving for Clemson, South Carolina, where he worked 
as a microbiologist at Clemson College (now Universi-
ty). He began graduate studies in microbiology at 
Clemson, but his job became part of what later was the 
EPA, so the Fergusons moved to Athens in 1965, 
where he worked as a microbiologist and environmen-
tal scientist until his retirement in 1995. 

In Athens, Cynthia taught kindergarten at Tuckston 
Methodist Church, worked in the communications de-
partment of the Georgia Cooperative Extension Ser-
vice, and was a customer service agent with H&R 
Block until she retired in 1996. In addition to their 
work in Athens, they had a second career running CB 
Enterprises, Inc., a mail order business selling central 

filtration and sterilization systems to aquarium/pet 
stores and tropical fish breeders from 1984-2007. In 
1990, along with Doug and Lynn Gatchell, Bruce and 
Cynthia operated Yes It’s Yogurt, at the College Sta-
tion Kroger shopping center. 

  Cynthia and Bruce raised their two sons, Bruce Jr. 
and Brian in Athens, and saw 
them through scouts, football, 
soccer, baseball, proms, high 
school and college graduations, 
and weddings.  Bruce and his 
wife Robin live in Florida, and 
Brian and his wife Kimberly 
live close by in Bogart. Bruce 
and Cynthia are enjoying their 
three grandchildren Cole, Allie, 
and Charlie.  

Since retirement, Bruce worked 
part time briefly as a contractor, 
stocking and restocking hard-
ware departments at Lowes. He 
has also volunteered with both 
Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts, 
high school football, and has 
been president of both Green 
Hills and Jennings Mill Country 
Clubs. An avid golfer, retirement 
has given him the opportunity to 

improve his game, managing, he said, to shoot his age 
several times in the last few years. Together Bruce and 
Cynthia have participated in Family Promise, Habitat 
for Humanity, and mission trips to Butte, Montana, 
and to New Orleans and Pearlington, MS for Hurricane 
Katrina relief.  

The Fergusons love to travel, and over the years they 
have been to 6 continents, 47 countries, all 50 states, 
numerous national parks, and a number of river cruises 
throughout Europe. They have enjoyed a mountain 
house near Helen, GA, and a beach house in Santa Ro-
sa Beach, FL. They sold both of those in 2018, along 
with their home in Athens, and moved to the Creekside 
Community in Oconee County. 

The Fergusons joined Milledge Avenue Baptist Church 
in 1968. Bruce has served numerous rotations on the 
deacon board and two terms as chair. He has been 
church treasurer, chair of buildings and grounds, and 
has served on several other committees. Cynthia has 
been a VBS volunteer and served on the flower com-
mittee. For decades, Bruce and Cynthia have been 
faithful servants of MABC. Thank you both for your 
strong belief in the ministry of our church for more 
than five decades. Well done, good and faithful     
servants.  

The Ferguson family in 1973. 
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Pumpkin Patch Volunteers 

Christopher Adams, Staff Coordinator 
for Volunteers  

Christopher (left), with his great atti-
tude, flexibility and willingness to serve, 
was the MVP of the 2020 Pumpkin 
Patch.  He worked over 165 hours, and 
14 MABC families contributed $1,000 
toward his compensation. 
Jan Bell (right) worked the most volun-
teer shifts in 2020. 

 

Unloaders 

MABC Youth, Children, & Friends 

Clarke Central H.S. Volleyball Team 

Clarke Central H.S. National Honor Society 
Clarke Central H.S. Community Service Club 

UGA ROTC Cadets 
UGA Campus Christian Fellowship 

Skidsteer 
Special thanks to Tim Graham, who provided the 

equipment & supervised the skidsteer work. 
 

Sellers: 40 MABC Volunteers 
Counters: 6 MABC Volunteers 
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Pumpkin Patch Visitors 

• Children of UGA visiting scholars from 
Korea. Tassie Ruark tutors the children. 

(bottom right) 
• Flat Stanley (right) from Ponte Vedra 

Beach, FL, the creation of the grandchil-
dren of Nancy and Bill Harvill. 

• A group from The Orchard, where some 
MABC members also reside. (top right) 

• Over 2,000 visitors bought pumpkins.  
365 were return customers. 

• Visitors shopped from a selection of 
16,000 pumpkins.   They spent an aver-

age of $22.50 per visit. 
• On October 17 the Patch made sales to-

taling $6,982.50 — an all-time record for 
a single day! 



 

Get Floored! 

Dear MABC Family and Friends, 
 
Many positive things have been happening at our beloved church campus, even while we have 
been forced to keep our distance during the coronavirus pandemic. We are preparing to wel-
come our Interim Pastor Larry Jones and his wife Karen officially on Sunday, November 8th, 
with a drive-thru/walk thru Meet and Greet described elsewhere in this issue. In addition, we are 
surveying our membership regarding the conditions under which we might return to worship in 
person or in an alternative format.  
 
In preparation for the in-person worship and fellowship we long for,  building maintenance pro-
jects funded by the Foundation are underway, and the McReynolds-Bisson Estate provided 
$7500.00 seed money for replacing the carpet on the main floor family life center, gathering 
room, foyer, McBride room, and education entry. Matching funds and other donations have 
brought the amount already designated for the project to $17,400.00. That is close to 70% of 
our goal! 
 
With the guidance of Building and Grounds Chair William Jones, input from the "Three Wise 
Women of MABC," Tommie Mullis, Pat Britton, and Joan Humphries, and a commitment to pro-
vide quality control oversight by John Allen, we have chosen the Carpets Unlimited low bid of 
$25,000.00 over a much higher bid from another vendor. That leaves us a difference of just 
$7600.00 to fully fund the project! That is approximately 240 sq. yds. remaining at $32.00 per 
sq. yd., including labor and installation. How many square yards can you fund?  
 
Five years ago, upfront leadership gifts gave us the momentum and example we needed to fund 
the Handicap Accessibility Project and renovate our sanctuary and chancel. We have extended 
that challenge to our Board of Deacons again this time.  We plan to share the results of their 
giving in an email to everyone in the next week. We would now like to extend an invitation to our 
church family and friends to donate any amount to fund this project in time for completion in ear-
ly December. Should donations go over the amount needed, they would be used to provide oth-
er updates to make the gathering room more functional and inviting.   
 
You may send your check or drop it off at the church office. Or you may click on the following 
link to pay by credit card or direct charge your bank account:  Go to www.milledge.org/giving 
and choose Fund:  Designated Renovations.  Please donate by November 23 so that we can 
have our new flooring in for the Advent Season. 
 
We look forward to giving thanks and celebrating this visible reminder that, with God's help, we 
are doing a "new thing" at MABC. 
 
With faith, hope and confidence in our future, 
 
William Jones, John Allen, Pat Britton, Tommie Mullis, Joan Humphries,  
Wanda Culpepper and Carol Selick 



 

Building & Grounds Update 

Thank you so much for supporting our Capital Improvement Project for our campus at Milledge Avenue Baptist Church.  
We are proud to report the following progress on our projects. 
 
Capital Project Report 
Only a few projects left to complete – here is the status. 

Dishwasher – our dishwasher is installed and in working order.  A new detergent sys-
tem has also been installed. 

Painting – our painter continues to be delayed.  Anticipated start date is now Friday 
Oct 14. 

With remaining funds in our project budget, we look to make several other improve-
ments. 
Additional Project 1 – New Locks – All of our exterior locks have been rekeyed.  

The church is now set up in zones so that in the future a group can use a particu-
lar area of the church and not have access to other areas.  This was done to en-
sure safety and cleanliness. 

Additional Project 2– Thermostats – Every thermostat in the building has now been 
replaced with a new “smart” thermostat.  All church staff members have access 
to this via an app on their phones.  We believe this will save a great deal of mon-
ey in energy bills. 

Look for more small improvements to come!  We have an urgent need to replace the 
office door.  We are currently examining options for that. 

 
In other news, we are excited that Mr. David Robles has joined our staff at MABC.  David has already shown some great 
initiative with helping us do somethings internally rather than having to bring in outside vendors.  We are very 
thankful that he has found us! 

David Robles making electrical 
repairs. 
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1690 South Milledge Avenue 
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Dr. Ginny Dempsey 
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ginny@milledge.org 
Dr. Nathan Byrd 
Minister for Older Adults 
nathan@milledge.org 
Rev. Tom Eggleston 
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tom@milledge.org 
Karen Byrd 
Organist 
Sarah Pledger 
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Susan McCullough  
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susan@milledge.org 
Jan Ballard 
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office@milledge.org 
 
Phone:      706-354-0090 
Website:  www.milledge.org 
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