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A Year Virtually Overflowing With Blessings  

 
                                                                                   

  

M arch 15, 2021 will be one year since we cancelled in person worship and started this crazy pandemic, 
quarantine, virtual season.  Back then I never would have believed that we would STILL be in the same 

place a year later—but are we really?  This year of virtual connections has taught us so much as a congrega-
tion—we are more than our building, we still love and care for our community, and we are still connecting 
even if not always in person!  Here are  some of the ways we connected this year: 

 • Virtual Worship began March 22, 2020 and 

still continues more than 50 weeks later!  

 Including special services like our Maundy 

Thursday Drama, Student Virtual Christmas 

Pageant, Christmas Eve service and more 

 Special Acapella app choir and musical per-

formances 

 A new, global musical event in the Virtual 

Singing Christmas Tree 

• Students connected via weekly youth Zoom 

meetings until we moved in June to in-person 

car circles and then in January to outdoor 

events like ice skating and eating at a fire pit. 

• Children connected by receiving resources 

and more than 40 Bedtime Blessings videos 

by Ginny for the first six months and then 

moved to outdoor events as well, such as a 

Kona Ice parking lot event and a drive-in 

movie. 

• Students reached out to some of our older 

adults through the Quaran-TEEN outreach 

program 

• A virtual book club was formed (and still 

meets today). 

• A new Ministry Associate, Building Manag-

er, and Intentional Interim Pastor were hired. 



 

• Two Virtual Sunday School classes were 

started (feel free to join at 10 AM on Sun-

days!) 

• A health and safety team was formed and has 

helped make decisions regarding PPE, build-

ing usage, and guidelines to return to wor-

ship. 

• The MABC Personnel team was reborn with 

new leadership and responsibilities 

• VBS in a bag and Blessing of the Backpacks 

for students happened via a drive through 

event. 

• A virtual budget process and 2020-2021 op-

erating budget were adopted. 

• A new way to vote in drive-through or mail-

in ballots was created and resulted in in-

creased participation. 

• A new way to do communion in self-serve 

packs was developed and kept everyone safe. 

• A new music scholar was found and seven 

new deacons were elected! 

• Larry and Karen were welcomed to our com-

munity. 

• Our community was covered in prayer dur-

ing the first ever pumpkin patch prayer walk. 

• Our Pumpkin Patch was held and set new 

records! 

• Christopher Adams was hired as our pump-

kin patch coordinator and later as our Minis-

try Intern. 

• A hybrid in person/virtual series called “3 to 

get ready” was conducted on the transition 

process. 

• Our building was used as a static site twice 

for Family Promise of Athens (and families 
are still housed here at MABC!) 



 

• AA was allowed to return to the building to 

meet as they were able. 

• Building renovations were initiated by the 

Building and Grounds team including a new 

roof, new flooring, new handicap doors, and 

so much more! 

• Children received Advent in a Box to cele-

brate the Advent Season. 

• Carols and Cocoa occurred outside for the 

first time with record attendance from com-

munity 

• Youth Outdoor Christmas Party was a huge 

hit and a great time was had by all! 

• Clarke Central Food pantry Christmas collec-

tion was held again and we purchased lots of 

storage materials for more space at the 

school to keep supplies. 

• Adult 55+ began weekly Zoom (join on 

Wednesdays at 10 am!)   

• Valentine’s Lenten Bags were delivered to 

all the students with a calendar, cross, love 

bug, chocolate, and more to mark and ob-

serve the season of Lent.  

• Adult 55+ delivered monthly outreach gifts. 

• A virtual class for high school seniors and 

their parents was started and will meet for the 

spring. 

• Ash Wednesday was held via drive through 

in our front yard. 

• Baptist Women in Ministry’s Month of 
Preaching was once again observed with 

Kristen preaching her first ever sermon here 
at MABC! 

• Tom wrote a Prayer for the Pandemic and 

emailed weekly musical messages of encour-
agement. 

 



 

 

WOW! When you look at all 
that we experienced and accom-

plished this year during a trying 
and difficult time, we can clearly 
see God’s hand at work in our 

midst.  We are not finished yet 
as we have more opportunities 
for worship, fellowship, Bible 

study, transition work, and more 
to anticipate in 2021—most 
hopefully that we can once again 

gather together in God’s house 
to praise God from whom ALL 
these blessings flow! 

— Ginny Dempsey 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Church Community, 
 
By mutual consent and agreement, Milledge Ave-
nue Baptist Church and Larry Jones, Intentional 
Interim Pastor, have decided to end our covenant 
and to not journey forward together effective 
March 1, 2021. 
 
This decision was not made lightly, but by much 
prayer and discernment from all parties in-
volved.  Personal commitments and responsibili-
ties have seemingly required Rev. Jones’ time and 
energy more than he originally thought and those 
issues have affected his time commitment to 
MABC.  
 
There is no ill will on either side, just a determina-
tion that we both move forward separately and with 
God’s blessing. 
 
Similarly to how we were functioning before this 
interim,  

• Nathan Byrd, Minister to Older Adults, will han-
dle preaching responsibilities; and 

• Ginny Dempsey, Associate Pastor for Students, 
will handle administrative responsibilities. 

 
Please join us in praying 

• for Larry and his wife Karen as they move to NC 
and begin a new chapter in their lives;   

• for our staff as they take on new responsibilities 
again and navigate another transition;  

• for MABC that we discern with God’s help and 
leadership our way forward and the next steps we 
need to take on this journey. 

 
The plan is to provide more information on those 
next steps during our virtual service this coming 
Sunday, March 7, 2021. 
 
In the meantime please contact me with questions or 
concerns.  
 
John Allen 
Chair of Deacons 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Spring Calendar 2021 
Sundays, 10:00 am: Virtual Sunday School 

Wednesdays, 10:00 am:  Zoom @ 55+ 

 

March 

Sunday, March 7, Noon:  Finance Committee 

Monday, March 8, 6:00 pm:  Board Meeting 

Sunday, March 14, 3:00 pm:  Daylight Savings 

Time begins 

Sunday, March 21:  Youth Hike  

Palm Sunday, Mar. 28:  Paul Baxley,  Executive 

Director of CBF, Guest Preacher; 

Drive-Through Easter Egg and Scavenger Hunt  

 

April 

Good Friday, April 2:  Joint Virtual Worship   

Experience with Mount Pleasant Baptist Church 

Easter Sunday, April 4:  Morning Worship Out-

door Service on the Lawn (weather permitting; 

fm radio frequency for those who wish to re-

main in their cars on the church campus)   

Afternoon Virtual Worship: Alleluia, a virtual 

music presentation like the one MABC partici-

pated in at Christmas. 

Monday, April 5:  Church Office closed 

Sunday, April 11, Noon: Finance Committee 

Monday, April 12, 6:00 pm:  Board Meeting 

 

 

For Calendar Details & Updates, Read the Friday 

Flash, emailed weekly at 9:30 am. 



Meet MABC Deacon David Dodson 
David Dodson became a deacon in 2011. Ten years later, he was nominated again. 
Carroll and Joan Humphries wrote asking him to keep his name in nomination, signing 
their message, “with confidence and hope.” In this transitional time of our church, Da-
vid says this will be a good way to approach the future of Milledge Avenue Baptist 
Church. 

David was born and raised in Knoxville, Tennessee, the youngest of four siblings. He 
came to the University of Georgia as a freshman and never left. He has spent most of 
his 32-year career at the UGA Terry College of Business in public relations and com-
munications. He and his wife Susan were married in 1990, and have two daughters, 
Jenna, 18, and Kate, 17. 

The Dodsons joined MABC in 2006 at the invitation of Phillip and Suzanne Griffeth. 
David has brought strong leadership skills to our congregation, serving as Deacon Chair in 2013 and as Church 
Clerk, a position he still holds today. In addition, he has served on the Outreach, Nominations, Personnel, 
MABC Accessibility, and Foundation Committees.  

With the pandemic, so many of our church’s routines and traditions have been uprooted. It is David’s hope, as 
a deacon, that we can re-embrace those traditions that still work for us and make a clean break from the rou-
tines and structures that will no longer work for our congregation. It will not be an easy task, but with leaders 
like David Dodson, we will be on the right track. 

— Betty Jones 

 

Senior Spotlight: Doug and Lynn Gatchell 
Throughout the years, Milledge Avenue Baptist 
Church has been known in the area as a 
“Community Service Church.” That image is what 
drew Doug and Lynn Gatchell to MABC in 1970. 
Their love of service and missions epitomizes what 
our church stands for. Both sidelined by illness, the 
Gatchells are rarely seen at MABC now, but their 
legacy embraces the words of Isaiah, “For you have 
been a stronghold to the poor, a stronghold to the 
needy in his distress, a shelter from the storm and a 
shade from the heat. . .” — Betty Jones 

 

Doug Gatchell met his sweetheart Lynn Dorsey on a 
blind date while they were students at UGA. They 
were married in 1965, and have built a good life, 
raising two children (Lisa and Mike) and enjoying 
their grandchildren (Katy, Bo, Griffin, and Eli), and 
their first great grandchild (Michael).  

Doug was born the oldest of three children to Roy 
and Florence (Schultz) Gatchell, in North Carolina in 
1942. His family moved to Lake Worth, Florida, 
when Doug was in high school. Following gradua-

tion, he was awarded a senatorial appointment to the 
U.S. Air Force Academy, but hearing loss kept him 
from pursuing it. Thinking he would be going to the 
Academy, he didn’t apply to any other schools, so 
he spent his first year of college at Palm Beach Jun-
ior College. His dad relocated the family again, this 
time to Athens, so Doug entered UGA and majored 
in English. By then, he had decided that the wanted 
to teach high school and coach. Following gradua-
tion, he taught for one year at Clarke Junior High 
School, but he soon realized that $3,400 a year was-
n’t enough to support his wife and new daughter. He 
then earned a Masters degree in community recrea-
tion while Lynn finished her English/Education de-
gree.  

Their next move was to Charlotte, North Carolina, 
where Doug began a training program for branch 
managers at First Union National Bank. Their son 
Mike was born there, and after three years, Doug 
moved his family back to “heaven” and went to 
work for the UGA Student Financial Aid Office. In 
1975, Doug accepted a position with the UGA Ex-
tension service to recruit and hire new agriculture  



Doug and Lynn Gatchell (cont.) 

and Home Economics graduates. During his tenure 
with Extension, Doug helped to develop an exten-
sive community leadership program and spent time 
as the executive director of the 4-H Foundation. He 
retired in 1996. 

The oldest of five siblings, Lynn Dorsey Gatchell 
was born in 1942, in Gainesville, GA, to Paul Ban-
non and Alice Viola (Faulkner) Dorsey. The family 
soon moved to Wilmington, NC, where her father 
worked in the shipyard at the end of World War II. 
Eventually, they moved to Athens, and her dad 
opened a heating and air conditioning business on 
Prince Avenue. Her entire education, from elemen-
tary school to college, took place in Athens. When 
she and Doug finally settled back in Athens, Lynn 
taught 8th grade at Hilsman Middle School with Es-
telle Farmer and Peggy Neal. After retiring in 2000, 
she taught gifted education at Barnett Shoals. 

Following their retirements, Doug and Lynn im-
mersed themselves in volunteer and missions work. 
In 2001, they were an integral part of the founding of 
Athens Interfaith Hospitality Network (now Family 
Promise), a joint effort of churches of various de-
nominations that host homeless families. Lynn even 
traveled to Augusta to study a chapter there as a pat-
tern for the Athens chapter. For several years, Doug 
and Lynn assumed different roles in this community 
organization. When Lynn was diagnosed with multi-
ple myeloma, and her immune system became com-
promised, she was no longer able to move around in 
public safely, but she found other ways to serve. 
MABC member Mary Boswell remembers seeing 
Lynn in Publix one day shortly after she had been 
diagnosed, and they talked about how Donna McEw-
an, who had served as the MABC IHN meal coordi-
nator, was moving away. Still wanting to be in-
volved, Lynn volunteered to take her place, saying it 

was something she could do from her home. Mary 
thought it was a great testament to Lynn’s love for 
the program and how much she wanted to contribute 
in spite of her illness. 

Doug and Lynn were also heavily involved in plan-
ning and building the Habitat for Humanity Abraham 
House, a collaboration of MABC, Al-Huda Islamic 
Center, and Congregation Children of Israel. In fact, 
Lynn’s ties to Habitat have long been a family affair. 
Her father, known as “Mr. Habitat,” was instrumental 
in establishing Habitat in Athens. Dorsey Village (off 
Hawthorne Avenue) is named for him. The Gatchells 
also participated in a Georgia mission group that 
went to New York City following 911. In 2004, they 
traveled with an MABC group to New Orleans after 
Hurricane Katrina. They still stay in touch with Rich-
ard, one of the victims whose house they helped 
clean. Several years later, they returned to New Orle-
ans to visit him. His beloved piano had been de-
stroyed in the flood, and because of Doug and Lynn, 
MABC made it possible for Richard’s piano to be 
replaced.  

Throughout the years, the Gatchells have been dedi-
cated servant leaders at MABC. Doug has served as a 
deacon multiple times, including two terms as Chair. 
Both have served 
on various com-
mittees, with Lynn 
chairing the Mis-
sions Committee 
for several years.  

Before illness side-
lined them, they 
enjoyed traveling, 
especially interna-
tionally. Doug was 
an avid golfer and 
loved coaching youth sports, while Lynn’s passion is 
still flower gardening and reading. 

We owe a great debt to Doug and Lynn Gatchell 
whose heart for missions reminds us of what true ser-
vice to the community is all about. Humbly and un-
selfishly, they have been an example to MABC of 
Jesus’ words, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did for me.” 
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Virtual Sunday School via Zoom 

Began on May 10, 2020 
 

“This past  Sunday, 12 of us gathered via Zoom and talked about a new bridge in Italy and 

how we are called to be bridges to our community.  How wonderful to be able to see MABC 

faces (or hear their voices!) from here, there, and everywhere gathered together —  

how we have missed each other!” 

— Ginny Dempsey, 5/17/20  

 

This Sunday School discussion class for youth and adults continues to meet via 

Zoom every Sunday morning at 10 AM 

to “get together online to discuss Bible 

verses for this time and talk about Joy 

no matter what!” 

 

Join us! The Zoom link is provided 

every week in the Friday Flash.  You 

may also get the link by contacting the 

church office. 

mailto:christopheradamsa3@gmail.com

