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In this issue. . .MABC’s New Horizons by Betty Jones

In late March, I received a call from MABC Office Manager, Jan
Ballard, that our newsletter, The Voice, would no longer be published 

monthly, but now quarterly. This decision was made by the staff
because of budget restraints and a lack of content to fill a monthly 
issue.

Later, Jan told me that if I was interested, I could assume
responsibility for our newsletter. I thought about what I would like to 
accomplish, and then asked five others to serve with me as an
editorial team. Dan and Becky Akin, Ray and Peggy Neal, and Barry 
Jones agreed to help. We met a few months ago and mapped out our 
ideas for the newsletter.

When teaching newsletter design at UGA, I told my students that they 
should not change the nameplate or even rename a newsletter for at 
least five years. Our newsletter has been The Voice for more than 20 
years, so we decided to rename it Horizons, and I gave it a new
design. The beautiful photo in the nameplate was taken by Becky Akin 
on the Blue Ridge Parkway at the Cradle of Forestry Overlook near 
Mount Pisgah. Becky will be sharing her photographs with us in each 
issue.

Milledge Avenue Baptist Church is moving forward after a year and a 
half of upheaval and uncertainty. As we look to the future, we believe 
that our horizons will guide us toward a clear path as we search for a 
new pastor and begin another chapter in our 60+ year history.

While there will be regular columns each issue, we invite all members 
to submit ideas for articles, photography, poetry, and features to us. 
This will be your newsletter, and we want to send you something that 
you will enjoy reading. 

Here is the publication schedule for the next year:
Fall 2021—November 1 (deadline October 1)
Winter 2022—February 1 (deadline January 1)
Spring 2022—May 1 (deadline April 1)
Summer 2022—August 1 (deadline July 1)  
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Baptists in North America have a long-held 
reputation for being disagreeable. It is

probable that much of that reputation is
deserved. In fact, to be Baptist, at least before 
the 21st Century, meant that we are a group of 
believers who basically agree to disagree.

The tone of that reputation was set by Roger
Williams (1603-1683) who founded the first
Baptist Church in America in Providence,RI.

Williams, who immigrated to the Massachusetts 
Bay Colony from London, 
arrived on our shores as a 
Quaker around 1630, but 
soon emerged as a
contrarian in
Massachusetts and within 
the Quaker fellowship. He 
objected strongly to the lack 
of religious freedom and
tolerance he found there, 
and he was unique in his
advocacy of keeping the 
church and state separate. 
He also disapproved of the 
colony’s practice of
confiscating Indian lands.

Williams’ views soon brought the wrath of church 
and civic leaders. They banned him from
preaching and eventually banished him from the 
colony. After trading with the Narragansett
Indians, he and his followers settled on
Narragansett Bay, where they bought land from 
the tribe and established the Rhode Island
Colony.

Williams and his fellow Rhode Islanders framed a 
colonial government devoted to protecting
individual “liberty of conscience.” Williams called 
it “soul liberty.” In this new colony, leaders
governed by the principles of religious liberty 
and separation of church and state. The colony 
became a sanctuary for Baptists, Quakers, Jews 

and other religious minorities in America.
The principles of religious and soul liberty,
toleration, the separation of church and state, and 
the governing framework of lay leadership that 
Williams and his followers modeled caught fire 
among Baptists. It spread through Baptist
congregations up and down the Eastern
Seaboard and found fertile ground among the 
pioneers who pushed west into the Appalachians, 
into the South, and eventually to Texas.

Williams and his views emerged as a Baptist 
tradition of fiercely
independent and
laity-driven, democratic
congregations, soul
liberty (or freedom),
religious liberty and
tolerance. Also, almost a 
century after his death, his 
advocacy of separation of 
church and state was
“codified” in the U.S.
Constitution and Bill of 
Rights.

This mantra has
characterized Baptists in 
this country for more than 

two centuries, and until the conservative takeover 
of the Southern Baptist Convention in the 1980s, 
most Baptists have stood behind these views.

However, now some congregations calling
themselves Baptist would abandon many of those 
principles, but that is a story for another time.
Sometimes good principles arise from being
disagreeable. Just ask Roger Williams!
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Portraits of Courage—
Stories of Baptist Heroes By Barry Jones

Roger Williams and the settlement of Rhode 
Island in 1636.

“Almost a century after Williams’ 
death, his advocacy of separation 
of church and state was ‘codified’ 
in the U.S. Constitution and Bill of 
Rights.”
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Martha Givan

Since I’ve lived in Athens, each year near my 
birthday, I open my mailbox and find a card from 
Martha Givan. And I know many others at MABC 
find the same each year. In her quiet way, Martha 
has found a way to make our members smile and 
feel special for one day each year.—Betty Jones

Martha Antoinette Watson Givan was born in 1942 
in Madisonville, Tennessee, to Winston Harl and 

Edna Blanche Dailey Watson. Her mother had seen 
the name Antoinette in the newspaper before
Martha was born and decided it would be a good
middle name for her new daughter. 

Martha’s father died at sea in 1945, at the end of 
World War II. In one of the worst sea disasters in U.S. 
Naval History, the USS Indianapolis was sunk right at 
the end of the war in the Philippine Sea, and after five 
days, some survivors were rescued, but not her father 
and hundreds of others.

As an only child of a single mother, Martha has 
wonderful memories of playing with other children in 
her neighborhood—climbing the large maple tree in 
her yard; making a playhouse out of a shed; riding 
bicycles on nearby country roads; and spending many 
hours at the town swimming pool. The admission 
price to their theater was 15 cents. Once during a 
ticket drawing, Martha won $45 in silver dollars. She 
said that she did then what she would do now—
quickly spent it!  

Following her graduation from Madisonville High 
School, Martha attended Hiawassee Junior College. 
By then, she had met Liberty, Tennessee native
William Dale Givan, who was teaching high school in 
Tellico Plains. Bill and Martha were married on June 
30, 1961, after her freshman year at Hiawassee. 

Following her graduation from Junior College, Bill 
encouraged her to attend the University of Tennessee 
where she earned a degree in elementary education 
with a minor in library science. Bill completed a

master’s degree there too. Since jobs were scarce, 
they moved to Blacksburg, Virginia, where Bill earned 
a PhD in Agricultural Economics at Virginia
Polytechnic Institute. He worked part time for USDA, 
before joining the UGA College of Agriculture’s
Extension Service in the late 1960s. 

Martha and Bill raised two daughters, Margaret Ellen 
Givan Martin and Jennifer Dale Givan Parker. They 
have two grandchildren, Courtney Ann Martin and 
Jonathon Christopher Beckom. After her daughters 
were grown, Martha worked at the University of
Georgia Bookstore as a buyer of non-textbooks. 
Following Bill’s death in 2017, Martha has led a quiet 
life spending time with her grandchildren, reading, and 
doing yard work.

Before coming to Athens, Martha had met
businessman Charlie Henderson, brother of MABC’s 
Herb Henderson. In Blacksburg, Virginia, she and Bill 
met Robert Henderson, another of Herb’s brothers. 
When they joined MABC more than 50 years ago, 
they met Herb Henderson himself. 

Her mother worked when Martha was young, and she 
often stayed with four older ladies, sisters beloved 
by the town. Martha remembers that they would take 
cards they received, remove the half with the
sender’s name, and mail the other half (with their 
names signed) to friends and family. Martha never 
forgot their thrifty, but kind gesture.

In I Corinthians 4-6, Paul writes, “There are different 
kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 
There are different kinds of service, but the same 
Lord. There are different kinds of workings, but in all 
of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.” 
At Milledge Avenue Baptist Church, some members 
seek leadership positions, some use creative talents 
to enhance our worship, some teach, sing, write, act, 
preach, and some think of others on their special day. 
Thank you, Martha Givan, for quietly and consistently 
remembering us on our birthday.
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Carolyn's Story
I have loved growing up in this church and have 

been taught so many things by our church family. 
I always looked forward to VBS each summer, the 
pumpkin patch each fall and Ms. Ginny’s children’s 
sermons each Sunday. Ms. Carrie taught me many 
lessons during Sunday school, and I had a blast at 
passport kid’s camp, especially with Ms. Louise as 
my mystery note writer.

Milledge is a great place to be surrounded by people 
who love God. I have always felt love and support from 

the Bolen family, the Dodsons, Robinsons, Morgan-Halls 
and Taylors. When I went through a time when I wasn’t 

excited about church, it was hugging and visiting with Mr. 
J.B. Weaver and Ms. Louise Hill that made me want to come, 

and once I was here I was glad to be at church. A couple of years 
ago I began reading the Bible and studying devotions more. Then the 

COVID pandemic hit and it has been really hard on me. It impacted
relationships because I wasn’t seeing people. Last fall, I was so excited to start a new school and begin sixth 
grade at Clarke Middle and then it was all virtual. I went from having two teachers and classes with friends I’d 
known for five years to having six teachers and classes with strangers. It’s not easy to make new friends on 
Zoom! My insecurity led to depression and anxiety. It got so bad it got to a point that I didn’t know if I wanted to 
live anymore. 

After my hospital stay in February, I started praying more and studying the Bible more and started to feel a true 
connection to God. I’ve clung to the verse in Philippians 4:13— “I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.” It has become a mantra to me when I’m feeling sad and weak.

Easter Sunday, our first Sunday back at church, I felt very anxious and insecure seeing my church family for 
the first time in over a year. I wear glasses now and my hair was still growing out from when it had to be shaved 
after falling out in clumps. Then I experienced a major God moment during Ms. Ginny’s children’s sermon. She 
gave us all envelopes with live butterflies. My anxiety was rising and my hands were shaking when she
handed me my envelope. When the butterflies were released and supposed to fly away, mine stayed on my 
finger through her prayer, the walk back to my seat, and continued to stay with me until I was stable. I think that 
butterfly symbolizes that God hasn’t given up on me, has plans for me, cares for me (enough to send a
butterfly to calm me) and will always help me. Just like a caterpillar turning into a butterfly, I feel my baptism 
today represents my next chapter as I continue to grow closer to God. I still have good days and bad days and 
when I start sinking down, I remember that He’s there and He’s surrounded me with people to help me.

Philippians 4:6 says, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” I love my church family and ask each of you to pray and petition to 
God for me and my journey. 

Carolyn Griffeth, daughter of Phillip and Suzanne Griffeth, delivered her testimony before her baptism 
on Sunday, June 6. This is an excerpt of her story. Words to the song Carolyn wrote and performed are 
on page 8. (Photo by Hilda Sorrow)
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Nearing the 60th year anniversary of Milledge 
Avenue Baptist Church, the History Committee 

collected church newsletters, historical stories,
photographs, correspondence, newspaper clippings, 
and contributions from church members.  All of this 
information on Church Past was put together and
published as Milledge Avenue Baptist Church: The 
First 60 Years (copies still available in the church 
office).

Church Present began with notable changes at 
MABC as soon as the 60 year history was put to print. 
First, we lost our beloved great white oak in front of 
the gathering room, a symbol and logo of our church 
for decades. One evening, the grand old tree, which 
had stood for 150 years or more, was toppled by 
heavy, heavy winds, falling harmlessly into the parking 
lot. No one was hurt.

In February of 2019, our senior minister, Dr. Edward 
Bolen, retired from ministry, having served as pastor 
and expander of ministries for 22 years. In a short 
time, we lost the white oak and more importantly the 
strong senior leadership of the church.  

And then in March 2019, more bad news and more 
change—COVID-19 hit us. With effective
leadership from our staff of reverends Ginny 
Dempsey, Tom Eggleston, and Nathan Byrd, we 
moved swiftly to virtual worship and Zoom meetings 
for everything from Sunday School, to committees, to 
deacon meetings. With help from newly hired intern 
Christopher Adams, MABC even held its October 
Pumpkin Patch ministry for the 14th year, under
modified, safe procedures of course, to the joy of 
many of our neighbors.  

After a year with COVID restrictions, we began to hold 
in-person worship services again, the first such
gathering at Easter, masked, outside, and socially
distanced. The senior pastor Search Committee is 
now active, and the congregation is helping to build 
our pastor profile for MABC’s fifth senior pastor.

The deacons and the congregation have approved 
new committee structures, as well as a historic
resolution welcoming all people to our church. And 

Church Present is already transitioning into Church 
Future with online streaming of worship services to 
meet the needs of our congregation and to broaden 
our ministry.  

The Church Music Scholars ministry continues to add 
new voices and has greatly increased the use of
instruments in worship and broadened MABC’s
connection to university students.

Rev. Tom Eggleston, Minister of Music/Worship Arts, 
provided some history on the Music Scholars minis-
try: “We have now completed the sixth season of our 
Church Music Scholars Ministry at MABC. It started 
in early 2015 with some dreaming and planning with 
our Music Committee. We began our Scholar ministry 
in August of that year with five scholarships, adding 
another scholar for the succeeding years. These 36 
Scholar positions (by 18 students) represent a total 
of $72,000 of scholarships plus additional bonuses of 
around $8,000 with added responsibilities of
Children’s Choir Director and Handbell Director
positions.” 

Two of our Scholars who departed this year shared a 
personal note.  Abbey McMillan wrote: “I so
enjoyed the two years I had the pleasure of spending 
at Milledge Avenue Baptist Church. I loved serving 
under Tom’s leadership and singing with all of the 
amazing members of the choir. While I may have 
come for the music, I was so overwhelmed by the love 
of the congregation.”

Josh Barron added: “In my time as a MABC scholar 
I was constantly amazed at the people I got to sing 
with and the music I got to have a part in making. One 
memory in particular comes to mind was the 2019 
Christmas cantata. The rehearsals were so much fun. 
We had such a good time creating music with other 
great musicians. The actual performance went really 
well, but I’ll always remember the rehearsals and the 
fun that I had making music at MABC.”

Probably few of us really like change, but MABC has 
always faced it with faith and courage.. Pray for God’s 
leadership as MABC continues to change and moves 
to Church Future.  

Church Past. . .Church Present. . .Church Future
By Dan Akin



It’s quite fitting that the first Sunday in over a 
year that we allowed everyone back inside the

sanctuary for worship was the same day we 
voted to be a more inclusive church. You couldn’t 
have planned a better metaphor for becoming a 
welcoming congregation. It’s very appropriate: 
our church enjoys symbols. And this wasn’t even 
our first symbolic show of a desire to be more 
welcoming. Remember when we painted our 
front door red?

But red-door faith 
wasn’t a thing most 
of us knew about, at 
least not until Edward 
Bolen explained it. Still, 
it sounded good. It 
sounded inclusive, as 
we fancied ourselves 
as non-discriminatory. 
Many people thought 
it was all we needed to 
demonstrate our
commitment to those
principles we hold 
dear. For many, the red 
door was enough. Why 
would we need to go 
any further?

Unfortunately, the red door is a reminder
primarily to those of us on the inside, or at best, 
to outsiders who are familiar with the traditional 
symbols of the Church. We can applaud
ourselves for being more welcoming because of 
a symbol, but if our fellow LGBTQ+ Christians 
don’t understand the symbol, why would they 
think we were more welcoming?

Our church has been on a long journey of
questioning and seeking the right path forward 
when it comes to people who have historically 

been excluded from Baptist life. When the SBC
declared that only men were allowed to lead and 
be ordained, we defiantly took our women
deacons and left. We affirmed that each
congregation decides how to govern itself. Our 
recent transition to an official “welcoming and 
affirming” church is another step on that path of
self-determination.

If the first step on the path was questioning, this 
is a good second step. 
But it shouldn’t be the 
last. If it is, then we are 
only passive and expect 
that LGBTQ+ Christians 
will automatically come to 
us, because we printed 
some words. Are we
willing to go to them, 
reach out to them, fight 
for them, show them 
what “welcoming and 
affirming” means? If not, 
then the new statement 
is just that: a statement 
with no substance. A 
symbol with no reference 
to reality. 

This is a dangerous place 
to be. If we are content to sit on our good
intentions without reaching out to the LGBTQ+ 
community, then we have put ourselves on a 
shaky limb: we will have stigmatized ourselves 
for no reason. For we would be foolish to think 
that many other congregations won’t see us as 
sinful for merely declaring ourselves open to a 
community that we don’t view as inherently
sinful. This is our challenge, to prove the
naysayers wrong. To grow, when they expect us 
to stagnate. To thrive, when they expect us to
wither. Otherwise, we have taken a stand for nothing.Page 6

Quo Vadis, MABC?
How we move forward An editorial by Will Abney

The members of Milledge Avenue
Baptist Church believe in the love of 
God for all persons, and we believe that 
inclusion is central to the gospel call 
“to love.” We are committed to
providing equal access and
participation in all facets of the life and 
ministry of our church (including, but 
not limited to, membership, baptism, 
ordination, marriage, teaching, staffing, 
and leadership) without regard to
ethnicity, culture, sexual orientation, or 
gender expression. 

Resolution approved by the Board of Deacons 
(April 2021) and the Congregation (May 2, 2021).



Page 7

This begins a series of reviews by Mitch Wesley of 
books he thinks MABC readers will enjoy.

For years, I’ve been drawn to Celtic expressions of 
spirituality. There is something about the idea of 

the connectedness of all things that speaks to me at 
a deep level. The fundamental goodness of humanity 
and creation resonate with my own thoughts and
experiences with the divine. I have enjoyed
reading various expressions of the 
Celtic idea of Christianity as I 
seek to explore my own faith. 
In doing so, there is one book to 
which I have often returned. 

Listening for the Heartbeat of God: A 
Celtic Spirituality, is a short but
engrossing book by J. Philip Newell,
Canadian author, and teacher of
spirituality. Based in Edinburgh,
Scotland, Newell has been described as 
having “the heart of a poet and the mind 
of a scholar,” referring to his teachings in 
spiritual awareness and political/ecological 
concern.

In Listening for the Heartbeat of God, Newell begins 
by taking the reader through a brief history of Celtic 
spirituality, from Pelagius to the modern-day Iona 
community. He then deals with the essence of the 
Celtic expression of Christianity by using the
examples of the apostles John and Peter.

Newell says that the teaching of John is
“characterized by the expectation of finding God

within, of hearing the living voice of God speaking 
from the very heart of life, within creation and within 
ourselves.” (p. 97) It is the image of the well-known 
painting of the Last Supper with John leaning toward 
Jesus, with his ear near the heart of Christ, that gives 
the book its name.

Though we may occasionally do bad things, 
that is not who we truly are. Those things 
are reflections of the imperfections of
broken lives and a broken world. Our 
deepest desire is to do good and to be 
good. It is God’s grace that allows us to 
make that choice.

While the spirituality of John is found 
in creation, the
spirituality of Peter is lived out in the 
church. The church serves as a 
place of safety and
purpose—a place to meet the 
needs of the community. It
“enshrines the light of truth

within the church and its traditions and
sacraments. It is a rock, a place of security and
shelter, especially in the midst of stormy change.” (p. 
97)

Listening for the Heartbeat of God: A Celtic
Spirituality is a deceptively short book (112 pages
including notes), but it is rich in instruction while
helping the reader to be open to the spirit of God in 
self, in church, and in all creation: Head and heart, as 
it was meant to be.

Listening to the Heartbeat of God:
A Celtic Spirituality

A review by Mitch Wesley

by J. Phillip Newell



Horizons—what a wonderful title for our new MABC 
quarterly newsletter! The word horizon conjures
new ideas, and many of them take us

immediately to “Beyond the Horizon.”

One of my favorite quotes is from a very special author, 
Corrie Ten Boom. “When we are on the beach, we only see 
a small part of the ocean. However, we know that there is 
much more beyond the horizon. We only see a small part of 
God’s great love—a few jewels of His great riches—but we 
know that there is much more beyond the great riches, and 
much more beyond the horizon. The best is yet to come, 
when we see Jesus face to face.”

As we look toward our horizon, we can see so much
potential for spiritual growth for MABC as a worshiping 
family of God. Even when our horizon is blocked by
obstacles, such as a pandemic, we are assured of the

everlasting presence of our God. When Ray and I talked 
about this devotion, his first thought was that, although we 
all know the horizon is there, each of us has to look out in 
order to experience it.

For 50 years, Ray and I have known visionary men and 
women of faith at MABC. God has blessed us with leaders 
who were able to take those visions and move us forward 
to provide a unique fellowship and opportunities for service  
in the Athens area.

Although now we find ourselves unable to see the horizon 
clearly, we look forward with confidence and assurance that 
God has great plans for Milledge Avenue Baptist Church. 
And we can claim His promises in Psalm 32:8, “I will 
instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will 
counsel you with my loving eye on you.”

Beyond the Horizon
Photo by Becky Akin

A Devotion by Peggy Neal
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He created you in your mom’s womb
He created  you and assumed
That you’d be one of the best
And you wouldn’t be like the rest
He created you in your mom’s womb
He decided that He’d choose you
He loves you more than anything

Chorus:
Dear Linnie, He loves you so much
Dear Linnie, He wants you to stay 
with us
Dear Linnie, please listen to Him

Repeat faster

He brought me that butterfly as a sign
That I could go really high
I knew he wasn’t lying that time
He talks to me every day
He talks about how He loves me 
in each and every way
And He just wants you to stay

Repeat Chorus

Dear friends He loves you so much
Dear people He wants you to stay 
with us 
Dear friends please listen to Him. 

Repeat faster

Stay With Us by Carolyn Griffeth
(A song she wrote and performed on the day of her baptism; her testimony is on p.4.)


