
Our performance of the Gaudete Festival is a recreation of a 

historic Renaissance and Medieval Gaudete Festival, which was 

the climax of the Advent season celebrated in festivals after 

church on Gaudete Sunday. The mystery plays and symbolism 

are in essence sermons in song, symbolism, and dramas from 

ancient times. Mystery plays were dramas acted out to music 

on portable stages. The music was provided by minstrels played 

and sang in front of the stage, and in front of them were circle 

dances. We present three mystery plays tonight. 

The most important mystery play shows the Living Nativity 

Scenes. Usually these were augmented with processionals of 

the actors, and artwork on banners. Our first banner shows the 

Virgin Mary holding a rose. The word ‘Gaudete’ means rejoice 

and celebrate, and the Gaudete carol text translated is Rejoice, 

Celebrate Christ’s born of the Virgin Mary.” The third candle on 

the Advent wreath Is rose colored. This is explained by the 

hymn “Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming”. The rose in the text is a 

symbolic reference to the Virgin Mary. It describes a rose 

sprouting from the Tree of Jesse, and then goes on to explain 

that Mary, the mother of Jesus, is the rose that has spring up to 

bring forth a child, who is represented as a small flower. The 

hymn you will be singing in a little while says ‘Here a maid was 

found with child, Yet remained a virgin mild. In her womb this 

truth was shown: God was there upon His throne. 



The second banner is the manger in the tent with bright light 

above it. The tent is on a battleground. “From the manger 

newborn light shines in glory through the night. Darkness there 

no more resides; In this light faith now abides.” The song ‘This 

Little Babe’ text shows the battle between the baby Jesus with 

sin, death, and the Satan. By God becoming man, this birth is a 

sneak attack on the forces of evil. Who would expect God to 

send a baby to vanquish Satan? But, as the song says, “This 

little babe is come to hit Satan’s fold. All hell doth at His 

presence quake. For in this weak unarmed disguise the gates of 

hell He will surprise. His naked breast is his shield, his battering 

shot is his crying, his arrows are his eyes looking, his warrior’s 

steed is feeble Flesh. His camp is pitched in a stall, the crig is his 

trench. He assembles the shepherds, and angel troops. 

The third banner is the sword and flames. The word of God is 

the two edged sword, Christ himself, as the book of Ephesians 

says to ‘take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the 

Spirit, which is the word of God’. Christ conquers sin, death, 

and the devil. From his mouth comes a sharp sword with which 

to strike down the nations, and he will rule them. (Rev 19). 

Around the throne, on each side, are four living creatures like a 

lion, ox, man, and eagle; each of them with six wings, full of 

eyes in front and behind, and day and night never cease saying 

HOLY HOLY HOLY IS THE LORD GOD ALMIGHTY WHO WAS AND 

IS AND IS TO COME! (Rev. 4) 



THE SECOND MYSTERY PLAY TONIGHT IS THE STORY OF THE 

CRIMSON NIGHTINGALE AND THE BOY OF NAIVËTÉ. It is a very 

symbolic story in three acts. In the first act, the song “That 

Yongë Child” tells us about Mary’s song of praise to Jesus, the 

Lord of all. Christians who have Christ in their heart will focus 

their lives on Jesus and his praise.  

Then the crimson Nightingale appears and sings. Normally in 

stories, the nightingale is a beautiful creature who sings 

wonderfully. However, when compared to Mary’s song, the 

song of the nightingale is NOT a thing of beauty. The 

nightingale represents things of this world which distract us and 

take our focus away from Jesus. The boy of Naïveté is tempted 

and attracted to this evil represented by the blood red crimson 

nightingale. He grabs the crimson nightingale and makes it his 

own. When he does this, he falls into sin, just like when Adam 

and Eve took the apple against God’s command. This will 

destroy his faith if he does not repent. So the source of the 

nightingale tries to ensnare the boy and destroy his faith by 

chasing him.  Like the boy of Naïveté we can become 

preoccupied with things of this world. The song informs us that 

if we focus on the song of the Nightingale, and take our eyes off 

of Jesus, we are doing wrong. 

 



The second act in our story shows the boy Jesus has revealed 

himself to the boy of Naïveté. The song “I Sing of a Maiden” 

describes the miraculous appearance of Jesus the Savior. The 

boy repents and follows Jesus. This is shown by the boy 

following the second banner down the middle aisle. On the 

final banner is depicted the boy Jesus who has a dove above his 

head. This dove appeared above Jesus at his baptized, the Spirit 

of God descended like a dove, and came to rest on him, and a 

voice from heaven said “This is my beloved Son, with whom I 

am well pleased.” (Matthew 3:16-17).  

The boy of Naïveté follows Jesus to the altar, bows in front of 

him repenting of his sin, and then drops the nightingale in the 

field. Just like this boy, we are called to live a life of confession 

and forgiveness, and to prepare our hearts for the Word made 

flesh, who comes to dwell among us. 

In Act 3, the boy of Naïveté once again has wandered away 

from Jesus, and his life has lost meaning and purpose. He 

comes once again to the nightingale, and it’s temptations. The 

source of the nightingale’s power demands the nightingale back 

from the boy, and then tries to kill him. But the messenger of 

inspiration stops this. And at the feet of Jesus, the nightingale 

changes from red to white. The white nightingale now 

represents the Holy Spirit spreading the good news to all 

people.  The gift of the living Word of God made man is sharper 



than a two edged sword, and can overcome all evil. Jesus is the 

Word. Isaiah informs us that the mouth of the Messiah is “like a 

sharp sword” (Is 49:2) and with his lips he will “slay the wicked” 

(Is 11:4)When you put your trust in Jesus, all of Hell takes arms 

against you intending evil upon your life. And yet, like in the 

Joseph story, God uses evil for good.   

 

Our THIRD And final mystery play is called “Tomorrow Shall Be 

My Dancing Day”. This wonderful play expresses the belief that 

the ENTIRE life of Christ is the redeeming act of God. We even 

sing in WHAT CHILD IS THIS “Why lies He in such mean estate 

where ox and ass are feeding? Good Christians, fear, for sinners 

here the silent Word is pleading. Nails, spear shall pierce Him 

through, the Cross be borne for me, for you. Hail, hail the Word 

made flesh, the Babe, the Son of Mary.” This important part of 

Christmas is many times forgotten or ignored at Christmas. 

However, TOMORROW SHALL BE MY DANCING DAY proclaims 

this message. While our angels will dance, the song compares 

the life of Christ to a holy dance. Each stanza focuses on a 

different portion of the Christ’s life: His becoming man in the 

manger, where angels, cherubim, and creation worship, His 

death on a cross with a soldier piercing his body with a spear 

causing blood and water to come forth; His descent into hill; 

and finally his Rising from the dead on the third day.  In this 



song, Jesus does these things for mankind – his ‘true love’, who 

he calls to join in the dance and become ‘little Christs’ by the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

 


