
John 11:1-44:  The Resurrection and the Life 

This chapter contains the account of the final and climactic miracle of Jesus’ ministry.   Most of us 

probably first heard the story in Sunday School or in religion class, if we attended a religious elementary 

school.  But, as we’ll see, the miracle serves as a transition between Jesus’s earthly ministry and the 

events of Holy Week. 

Part 1:  The Death of Lazarus 

Read John 11:1-3. 

John introduces us to Jesus’ friends, two sisters and their brother.  He assumes that his readers already 

know about Martha and Mary.  Let’s revisit them. 

Read Luke 10:38-40. 

1.  How would you describe the personality of Martha?   

 

  (Michael Card claims we might “characterize her as “being left-brained, practical, the kind of 

person who gets things done” p. 135.) 

2.  How might we describe Mary? 

 

3. What was the relationship between Jesus and Lazarus? 

 

John 11:2 is particularly interesting because it refers to an event that, according to John’s Gospel, hasn’t 

happened yet.  But the event is described in Mark’s account of a dinner that will happen, and John 

assumes that his readers will be familiar with it.  (See Mark 14:3-9.) 

Read John 11: 4-10. 

Now revisit John 2:4 and 11.  Also John 7:8. 

4.  Jesus’ response to the news of Lazarus’ illness seems a bit strange.  Why do you think that He 

waited 2 days before going to Bethany?   

 

5.  What purpose did Jesus see in Lazarus’ illness? 

 

Read John 11:11-16. 

6.  Jesus first described Lazarus’s illness by saying “this illness will not lead to death” (v. 4).  Later 

he tells the disciples that Lazarus has “fallen asleep”.  (v. 11)    Why do you think he made these 

statements?  How did the disciples react? 



7. In verse 16, Thomas says to the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”  What did 

Thomas mean by this? 

 

Part 2:  Martha’s Reaction 

Read John 11:17-27. 

Many Jews superstitiously believed that the soul remained near the body for three days after death in 

the hope of returning to it.  Thus the “four days,” during which decomposition would normally take 

place, underscored the permanence of this death.  Jewish burials were (and often still are) performed 

the day after death.    

8.  Martha was the first to run to Jesus when he arrived at Bethany.  What was the first sentence 

that she said to him? 

 

What was the likely tone of her voice? 

 

9.  What was Jesus’s first response to her? 

 

10. How does Martha respond to Jesus?   (It is possible that she had heard the teaching of the 

Sadducees that there was no resurrection.) 

 

11. How do the words of Jesus in verses 25 and 26 change everything? 

 

[T]he resurrection is no longer a matter of time or a place, but a person.  Jesus is the resurrection.  
Not a theological abstraction, but a living, breathing human being.  It is one of his most disturbing 
habits, positing himself as the answer to a question or problem.  It means that he is either a madman 
or the Son of God.  There is no gray area; his has not left us with one.  Card, p. 175. 

 

12. How might this change our opinion of Martha as a woman? 

 

Part 3:  Mary’s Reaction 

Read John 11:28-37. 

13.  How does the first sentence that Mary says to Jesus compare to what Martha said to him?  

 



14.  Do you think that her tone was any different? 

 

15. What was Jesus’s immediate reaction to her words and also the grief of Mary and the other 

Jews? 

 

16. What is the significance of verse 35?  The Greek word used here generally means “a single tear”, 

and not the intense sobbing of Mary and the Jewish mourners.   

 

17.  What are possible reasons for this “single tear?” 

 

Part 4:  Jesus Raises Lazarus 

Read John 11 38-44. 

18. Jesus had dealt with death before (the young man of Nain, the daughter of Jairus).  But this time 

was different.  We are told that he was “deeply moved” (vv. 33 and 38).  The Greek verb 

indicates a physical reaction, a shaking.  Why did he react differently this time? 

 

19. Why did Jesus ask that the stone be taken away from the tomb?  What was Martha’s objection?  

What was Jesus’s response to her? 

 

20. Why did Jesus pray before raising Lazarus? 

 

21. Verse 43 indicates one way in which this miracle was different from the others recorded in 

John’s Gospel.  What is this difference? 

 

Read 1 Thessalonians 4:16. 

22. In what way is the raising of Lazarus a foretaste of an even greater resurrection that will take 

place? 

 

23.  This lesson doesn’t include the reactions of the Jews who were present for this miracle.  What 

do you think was the reaction of those who saw it? 

 



 

Supplemental Bible Readings 

Note:  Readings from John 11 will come from your own Bible. 
Luke 10:38-40 

Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a village.  And a woman named Martha welcomed him 

into her house.  And she had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to his 

teaching.  But Martha was distracted with much serving.  And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do 

you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone?  Tell her then to help me.”   

John 2:4, 11 

And Jesus said to her (Mary), “Woman, what does this have to do with me?  My hour has not yet come.” 

This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee and manifested his glory. 

John 7:8 

You (Jesus’ brothers) go up to the feast, for my time has not yet come. 

1 Thessalonians 4:16 

For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, 

and the sound of the trumpet of God. 
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