
John 7:1-44 

Some background: 

Read John 7:1-9. 

Here we read about Jesus’ biological family.  Matthew gives us more information. 

Read Matthew 13:55-56. 

Jewish males were expected to travel to Jerusalem three times a year to celebrate feasts to God.   

Read Exodus 23:14-17. 

Jesus’ brothers were planning a trip to Jerusalem for the annual Feast of Booths (aka Tabernacles), also 

called the Feast of Ingathering.   

1.  Jesus’ brothers were encouraging Jesus to come with them.  What was their motivation? 

 

2.  What was His response? 

 

Read John 7:10-24.   

3.  What kind of opinions were circulating about Jesus’ identity? 

 

4.  Jesus was not afraid to speak the truth.  Who was the source of Jesus’ teachings? 

 

Jesus had drawn criticism for his healing on the Sabbath at the pool of Bethesda.  Newborn Jewish boys 

were to be circumcised on the eighth day after their birth, even if the eighth day should be a Sabbath, 

when no work was to be done.  This showed that the command to circumcise was more important than 

the command to observe the Sabbath.   

5. How does Jesus compare the importance of His ministry to the importance of circumcision and 

therefore to the importance of observing the Sabbath? 

 

6. Verse 24 tells us why we sometimes misjudge people.  Why does this happen? 

 

 

 

 



 

Read John 7:25-31. 

7.  Some of the people of Jerusalem raised two concerns about how these events are unfolding.  

What were they? 

 

 

8. How did Jesus respond? 

 

 

9.  What were the reactions of the people?   

 

 

 

Read John 7:32-36.   

10. The chief priests and Pharisees joined together in trying to get rid of Jesus.  Why did His words 

at this time antagonize them? 

 

 

11. Jesus talked about leaving and going to a place where the Jews would not be able to follow.  

What was He talking about? 

 

12. SomeWhat did the Jews think that He meant? 

 

 

 

Read John 7:37-39. 

13.  Despite opposition and hatred, Jesus continued to preach in the closing hour of the festival.  

What future event did He describe in these verses? 

 

 



 

14.  What does the phrase “the Spirit had not been given” mean?  What does this tell us about the 

relationship of the Holy Spirit to Jesus? 

 

Read John 7:40-44. 

15.  Those who heard and saw Jesus at this feast were divided about what to think of Him.  What 

information about Jesus was not known to some of those people? 

 

16.  Some wanted to arrest Jesus.  Why did no one lay a hand on Him? 

 

 

Supplemental Readings: 

Matthew 14:55-56.  Is not this the carpenter’s son?  Is not his mother called Mary?  And are not his 

brothers James and Joseph and Simon, and Judas?  And are not all his sisters with us?   

Exodus 23:14-17.  Three times a year you shall keep a feast to me.  You shall keep the Feast of 

Unleavened Bread.  As I commanded you, you shall eat unleavened bread for seven days at the 

appointed time in the month of Ahib, for in it you came out of Egypt.  … You shall keep the feast of 

Harvest, of the firstfruits of your labor, of what you sow in the field.  You shall keep the Feast of 

Ingathering at the end of the year when you gather in from the field the fruit of your labor. 

As time permits:  Jesus’ siblings did play a role in the early Church. 

Acts 1:14 All these (the twelve disciples) with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together 

with the women and Mary, the mother of Jesus and his brothers (and sisters).  [The Greek word refers to 

siblings in a family.] 

Galatians 1:19 I (Paul) saw none of the other apostles, except James, the Lord’s brother. 

The epistles of James and Jude were likely to have been written by two brothers of Jesus. 

James 1:1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,  

Jude 1:1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother of James, 

 


