
John 7:43-8:30—Hostility Grows 
Divided Opinions (7:43-53) 
1. How do these various groups react to Jesus and His message: Jewish leaders, temple guards, 

the common people?   

 

 

 

2. Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council who had earlier visited Jesus, speaks up. 

a. What point does Nicodemus make?   

 

 

b. How do the leaders respond? Do they answer his question?   

 

 

3. The Jewish leaders say that “no prophet arises from Galilee”; however, this was not true. 

a. Read 2 Kings 14:25 to find out which well known prophet did come from Galilee (the 
town mentioned was located northeast of Nazareth).     

 

b. What is the comparison that Jesus makes between himself and this same prophet in 
Matthew 12:38-41?   

 

 

A Trap is Set—Unsuccessfully (8:1-11) 
This passage comes with a notation that it does not appear in the earliest manuscripts or else shows 
it appearing in other locations in the Gospels. This does not mean that the story is not authentic.   

4. Only Romans had the right to inflict capital punishment. What did Jewish law demand as 
punishment for those found guilty of adultery (see Leviticus 20:10)?  

 

 

5. What details strike you as odd or off-putting with this whole situation? 

 

 

 

6. The Pharisees certainly knew what the Law of Moses said about adultery—they didn’t need to 
consult Jesus. How was their question meant to be a trap for Jesus? 

 

 

 

7. Rather than being trapped by the Pharisees, Jesus turns the situation around and points out their 
own sinfulness and self-righteousness. What do you think He wrote in the dust?  

 

 

 

 

 



8. What do you note about Jesus’s response in verse 11?  

 

 

 

“The Lord’s greatest desire is to deliver us from sin through repentance and faith, rather than 
condemn us for our sins. Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners…” – ESV Study Bible 

 

The Light of the World (8:12-30) 
9. What words or phrases in verse 12 identify Jesus as God. See also Exodus 3:14 and Isaiah 

49:6 

 

 

10. Jesus gives a promise that those who follow Him will “never walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life”. Elaborate on these concepts of darkness and light.   

 

 

 

Recently I learned when Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world,” it was at the end of the Feast of 
Tabernacles. This festival was known for the beauty of its lights. A ring of lights from camped pilgrims 
surrounded Jerusalem, and in the temple courts a giant menorah burned for seven days. But at the 
end of the feast, the light in the temple courts was put out, and as the pilgrims prepared to go home, it 
felt like the world was plunged into darkness. That’s when Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world. 
Whoever follows Me will never walk in darkness, but will have the Light of life” (John 8:12). God is the 
God of time and of timing—when our world is plunged into a darkness we cannot understand, He 
says, “Let there be light.” And “I am the Light.” – Susan Senechal, Lutheran Witness, 12/1/2007   

 

11. Jewish law requires the testimony of two witnesses. The Pharisees said that this made Jesus’ 
self-testimony invalid. Jesus replies that He does have a second witness. Who is it and why is 
that a problem for the Pharisees (see verses 18-19)?  

 

 

 

12. At this point, Jesus realizes that the Pharisees aren’t going to believe anything that He says. 
What warning does Jesus give to them—and to us (see verse 24)?   

 
 

 

 

Even though the Pharisees were not going to believe in Jesus, verse 30 tell us that “even as He was 
saying these things, many believed in Him”.  In his book on the Gospel of John, Michael Card writes: 
“At this moment, with prospective followers in confusion, we might expect Jesus to back off and 
perhaps provide a simplifying, didactic explanation….He is not trying to be obtuse or obscure. Jesus 
understands that belief based on exhaustive explanation is as thin a belief as that based on signs. 
Coming to faith in him is not based on accepting logical proposition; it is much deeper and mysterious 
than that. It involves the Father and the Spirit speaking to the heart and mind through the 
imagination.” 

 



 

 

2 Kings 14:25     He restored the border of Israel from Lebo-hamath as far as the Sea of the Arabah, 
according to the word of the LORD, the God of Israel, which he spoke by his servant Jonah the son of 
Amittai, the prophet, who was from Gath-hepher. 

 

 

Matthew 12:38-41   38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, “Teacher, we 
wish to see a sign from you.” 39 But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a 
sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For just as Jonah was 
three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth. 41 The men of Nineveh will rise up at the judgment with this 
generation and condemn it, for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and behold, something 
greater than Jonah is here.  

 

 

Leviticus 20:10   If a man commits adultery with the wife of his neighbor, both the adulterer and the 
adulteress shall surely be put to death. 

 

 

Exodus 3:14    God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel: ‘I 
am has sent me to you.’” 
 
 
 
Isaiah 49:6     He says: “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of 
Jacob and to bring back the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the nations, that my 
salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

 NIV and ESV Study Bibles 

 LifeLight—John: Leaders Guide and Study Guide (CPH) 

 John: The Gospel of Wisdom—by Michael Card 

 John—God’s Word for Today (CPH) 

 “A Light in a World Gone Dark” by Susan Senechal. The Lutheran Witness  

https://witness.lcms.org/2007/a-light-in-a-world-gone-dark-12-2007/  
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Advent's Alpha –by Chad Bird 
 
 

Here is Advent’s Alpha, 
Upon an ass astride, 
Riding to our churches, 
Where we with Him abide. 
 
Crucified together 
And clothed in Easter skin. 
Advent yearly takes us 
The place we’ve always been. 
 
We hear the desert voice 
Who hails the holy Lamb, 
And readies us to see 
The Babe in Bethlehem. 
 
John’s finger points to Him, 
Whom sages had foretold, 
And we in word and meal, 
With eyes of faith behold. 
 
He gives the blind their sight, 
He makes the lame to walk, 
He preaches to the poor, 
By Him the mute can talk. 
 
And we who come bereaved, 
Diseased in heart and soul, 
Are by His healing touch, 
Restored and rendered whole. 
 
Yahweh came to Israel, 
Was born to bear our sin, 
Comes in font and altar, 
And shall return again. 
 
O Jesus, Advent King, 
Whose reign’s replete with grace, 
Each day of this new year, 
Your image on us trace. 

 


