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John 8:31-59 

Discipleship 

I. Read John:8:31-32 

These two verses summarize in a nutshell the elements of discipleship or what it means to follow 

Christ.   

1. The first element mentioned is to “believe in him.”  What do you think Jesus was referring to in 

verse 31 a? 

2. The second element is to “remain in my word.”  What do you think Jesus was implying with that 

phrase? 

3. The third element is “you will know the truth”.  What do you think Jesus is referring to in this 

statement? 

4. The fourth element of discipleship is “the truth will make you free.”  How is a person free? 

True Children 

II. Read John 8:33-36 

5. The Jews were offended by Jesus when he implied they were slaves.  They claimed that they were 

never slaves.  Were they correct in this assumption?  Give reasons for your opinion. 

6.  What kind of slavery was Jesus referring to?  What comparison did Jesus make to help the Jews           

understand their relationship with God? 

6A. Read Romans 6:17-20 

  

   III.      Read John 8:37-41 

               7.  The Jews declared themselves to be descendents of Abraham.  What benefits did they feel they                 

had because of this lineage? 

8A. Read Genesis 18:1-8 

8. What did the Jews fail to notice about Abraham? 

IV.   Read John 8: 41-45 

 9.  Why did the Jews have such a hard time understanding the message of Christ? 

 

             10. What characteristics did Jesus use to identify the devil? 

              10A.   Read Romans 5:13 & 1 John 3:12 
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Claims of Christ 

V.  Read John 8:46-51 

          10.  Why don’t the Jews believe the words of Jesus?  (See verse 47) 

          11.  Jesus’ opponents counter by calling Jesus a Samaritan and demon-possessed.   

               In what three ways does Jesus reply to these counter charges? 

            11a. Verse 49 

            11 b. Verse 50 

            11.c. Verse 51 

VI. Read John 8:52-55 

             12. How did Jesus’ opponents argue against His promise of eternal life? 

VII Read John 8:56-59  

13A.  Read Genesis 12:1-7;  13B. Genesis 15:1-21 

             13. What does Jesus” proclamation “before Abraham was born, I AM” mean?  (verse 58) 

                                                                    Supplemental Readings 

6A. Read Romans 6:17-20 
17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart 

to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, 18 and, having been set free from sin, have 

become slaves of righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. 

For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to 

more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to 

sanctification.20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 

 8A. Read Genesis 18:1-8 

And the LORD appeared to him by the oaks[a] of Mamre, as he sat at the door of his tent in the heat of the 

day. 2 He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were standing in front of him. When he saw 

them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth 3 and said, “O Lord,[b] if I have 

found favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and 

rest yourselves under the tree, 5 while I bring a morsel of bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that 

you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as you have said.” 6 And Abraham 

went quickly into the tent to Sarah and said, “Quick! Three seahs[c] of fine flour! Knead it, and make 

cakes.” 7 And Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to a young man, who 

prepared it quickly. 8 Then he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before them. 

And he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+18%3A1-8&version=ESV#fen-ESV-426a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+18%3A1-8&version=ESV#fen-ESV-428b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+18%3A1-8&version=ESV#fen-ESV-431c
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10A Read Romans 5:12-14  

When Adam sinned, sin entered into the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to 

everyone, for everyone sinned. Yes, people sinned even before the law was given. But it was not counted as 

sin because there was not yet any law to break.  Still, everyone died, from the time of Adam to the time of 

Moses-even those who did not disobey an explicit command of God, as Adam did.  Now Adam is a symbol, a 

representation of Christ, who was yet to come. (Life Application Bible p. 1954) 

 

10B Read 1 John 3:12  
12 We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder 

him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother's righteous 

 13A. Read Genesis 12:1-7;   

Now the LORD said[a] to Abram, “Go from your country[b] and your kindred and your father's house to 

the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make 

your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who 

dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”[c]4 So Abram went, 

as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed 

from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that 

they had gathered, and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land 

of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the place at 

Shechem, to the oak[d] of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then 

the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an 

altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 

13B. Read Genesis 15:1-21  

 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; 

your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I 

continue[a] childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you 

have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the word 

of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son[b] shall be your 

heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are 

able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the LORD, 

and he counted it to him as righteousness. 

      Life Application Study Bible 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+12%3A1-7&version=ESV#fen-ESV-300a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+12%3A1-7&version=ESV#fen-ESV-300b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+12%3A1-7&version=ESV#fen-ESV-302c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+12%3A1-7&version=ESV#fen-ESV-305d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+15%3A1-21&version=ESV#fen-ESV-363a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+15%3A1-21&version=ESV#fen-ESV-365b

