
John 9—Two Kinds of Blindness 
 
Who Sinned? (verses 1-5) 
1. A popular belief at the time was that suffering resulted from sin. Therefore, this man’s blindness 

from birth would have been the result either of his own sins in the womb or a particular sin of his 
parents. Jesus denies such a connection in this case. Why did God allow this affliction?  

 

 

2. Jesus repeats His statement from John 8:12 that “I am the light of the world”. What spiritual 
darkness was Jesus sent to earth to overcome?   

a. John 1:29:   

b. Matthew 4:16:   

c. 1 John 3:8:   

 

Jesus Restores the Blind Man’s Vision (verses 6-12) 
3. Jesus said that the work of God would be displayed in this man’s healing. How does this miracle 

fulfill Old Testament prophecy about the Messiah? See Isaiah 42:6-7.   

 

 

 

4. What do you think the blind man was thinking and feeling when he heard Jesus’ command in 

verse 7?  

 

 

5. A recurring question 😊 

a. What is the man’s account of his healing—and how many words? See verse 11.   

 

 

b. How does he refer to Jesus (verse 11)?   

 

 

The Pharisees Investigate (verses 17-34)   
This was such as extraordinary event, that the people consulted the religious authorities. Of course, 

the Pharisees were unhappy that this had occurred on the Sabbath. The ESV Study Bible states: “Jesus 

violated the rabbinic rules concerning the Sabbath. The rabbis listed kneading dough among 39 forms 

of work forbidden on the Sabbath, a law thought also to cover the mixing of earth and saliva”.  

 

6. Read verses 13-17.  There was a division amongst the Pharisees, as described in verse 16. What 

was this division about?   

 

 

 



7. The recurring question  

a. What is this man’s account of his healing—and how many words? See verse 15.  

 

 

b. How does he refer to Jesus (verse 17)?   

 

8. Read verses 18-23. The authorities didn’t believe the man, so they sent for his parents. What tactic 

did the authorities use to keep people from confessing Jesus as the Messiah—and possibly made 

the parents afraid to speak openly (verse 22)?  

 

 

 

9. Read verses 24-34. The Pharisees say they know Jesus is a sinner and pressure the formerly blind 

man to declare that Jesus had done wrong by healing on the Sabbath. 

a. How did he neatly skirt their trap (verse 25)?  

 

b. What did the man know (verse 25)?  

 

c. How can his example be an encouragement in our witnessing?  

 

 

10. The recurring question 

a. What is this man’s account of his healing—and how many words? See verse 25b.  

 

 

b. How does he refer to Jesus (verse 33)?  

 

11. The Pharisees were not happy with his (perhaps sarcastic) comment asking if they want to 

become Jesus’ disciples too.  

a. See the question asked by the disciples in verse 2. How do the Pharisees answer that 

question in their anger?  

 

b. What do they do to the man?  

 

Spiritual Blindness (verses 35-41) 
12. The recurring question—kind of!  Jesus searches for the man after his encounter with the 

Pharisees.  

a. What is the spiritual miracle that now occurs in verse 38?   

 

b. How does this man (who can now see both physically and spiritually) refer to Jesus (see 

verse 38)?   

 

13. Why do the Pharisees remain in spiritual blindness, and what are the consequences?  

 



 

“We are all born spiritually blind, unable to see our sin and unwilling to 

do things God’s way. But through Baptism and the Word, God has 

delivered us from the domain of darkness through His beloved son and 

has enlightened our hearts to know and follow Him.” –ESV Study Bible 

 

 

“Jesus does not condemn as a judge but rather as the light, which by 

its very presence reveals. The Pharisees, overhearing, retort ”Are we 

blind too?” When a blind man insists he can see, he places himself 

outside of the possibility of ever being healed.”  –Michael Card 

 

 

“We shake our heads at the Pharisees and their negative response to Jesus. 

They refused to listen to Him. They were determined to reject Him. 

Something in us reacts in much the same way, though perhaps more subtly. 

Even though we believe and trust in Jesus, the forces of spiritual darkness 

and unbelief are active in us. We may not reject Him outright as the 

Pharisees did. However, we may push Him into the background of our lives. 

We often ignore Him or are easily distracted from Him. We find ourselves 

living and making our decisions with very little awareness of Him. Our 

spiritual vision, too, needs His healing touch.” –Leaders Guide  

 

 

John 1:29     The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world! 
 
 
Matthew 4:16     [T]he people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in 
the region and shadow of death, on them a light has dawned. 
 
 
1 John 3:8    Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from 
the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 
 
 
Isaiah 42:6-7    6 “I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and 
keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, 7 to open the eyes that 
are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
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