
 
What is a ‘Gaudete Festival’? 

The word ‘Gaudete’ means ‘Rejoice’ and comes from the first Latin word of the 
traditional Introit “Rejoice in the Lord always” (Philippians 4:1), and Gradual “Rejoice 
greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is 
coming to you; righteous and having salvation is He. Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord! We bless you from the house of the Lord” (Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 

118:26). Gaudete Sunday gets special treatment on 
Advent wreaths – the third candle is the color rose, as 
in “Lo, How a Rose e’er Blooming”, while all other 
candles on the wreath are blue.  

 Gaudete was a time of mystery plays, music, dancing 
and feasting. In the middle ages, mystery plays were 
performed during this time on large horse-drawn 
platforms that became a stage for biblical plays – 
sometimes spoken with scripts, sometimes entirely 
chanted with bells, and sometimes minstrels in front of 
the stage sang and played instruments while the 
actors created tableaux (living statues) depicting the 
words sung by the minstrels. 

 Carols were originally performed with dancing. In fact, 
the carol tradition has its roots in very early song-
dances. The word ‘carola” means a ‘singing-dance’, or 
‘circle-dance’.  In the 14th and 15th centuries The 
English used the word ‘carol’ for ‘procession’, ‘game’, 
‘song’, and ‘dance’. A significant mystery play featured 
the text “Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day” 

covering many significant times in the life of Christ, including his birth, temptation in the 
desert, crucifixion, descent to hell, and resurrection. This carol views the entire life of 
Christ as being a redemptive process. 



Our Gaudete festival pulls from all of the above traditions. It explores the themes of 
advent in hymns, prayers, and carols. There are newly composed musical settings of 
historical Advent texts by Paul Lindblad, Carl Schalk, and Kevin Allen. We will use 
several authentic medieval carols sung at this time. There will be Renaissance dance, 
organ, strings, bells, and percussion; wall-to-wall music for congregation, instruments, 
and choir, processions, tableaux, banners, costumes, special effects, and food! The 
exciting program is in the grand tradition of the Boar’s Head Festival, and will be 
spectacular in completely different ways! 

 
In a very real way, Gaudete is the ultimate Advent celebration, observing the three great 
‘comings’ of Christ: at Bethlehem, in our hearts through word and sacrament, and as 
King and Judge. It portrays how God wins the battle over sin, death, and the devil. 

 
 

“This little Babe, so few days old, is come to rifle Satan’s fold;  
All hell doth at His presence quake; though He Himself for cold do shake; 
For in this weak unarmed wise the gates of hell he will surprise.” 
This Little Babe, stanza 1 

 

 


