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Saturday, May 4, was a Day of Service in Southern 
Virginia. Congregations took part in a variety of service 
projects in their communities. Pictures from some of the 
day's events can be found on our Facebook page.  

 
Emmanuel, Cape Charles, 
members spent their Day 
of Service doing work for 
their local library. They 
also provided brownies for 
the Brownie Walk Brownie 
during International 
Migratory Bird Day at the 
Eastern Shore National 
Wildlife Refuge. 
 
Petersburg churches 

teamed up to provide a Day of Service to the HOPE 
Center in Petersburg. The center provides a variety of 
assistance to community residents.   
 
All Saints', Virginia Beach participated in the Day of 
Service for the Ministry of the Baptized.  Through their Jr. 
Warden, they secured from the City of Virginia Beach the 
address of a home that was about to be condemned, and 
with the owner's permission undertook the clean-up of her 
front yard.  A very tired and wet crew felt revitalized by 
this opportunity to 
minister to a 
citizen in need.   
 
The congregations 
of Convocation II 
(Virginia Beach) 
assisted Good 
Samaritan, Virginia 
Beach, with their 
annual Spring 
Community Day as 
part of the 
Diocesan Day of 
Service. The day 
was all about "Building Safe Communities," and there 
were a variety of city agencies and services there, along 
with lots of food and entertainment. Over 2,000 people 
from the neighboring community attended the event. 
Virginia Beach Mayor Will Sessoms was also there. 
 
Members of St. Paul & St. Andrew, Kenbridge, spent the 
day clearing an historic community graveyard. 
 

Convocation III (Norfolk) 
churches held their Day 
of Service in April. They 
came together to perform 
much needed 
maintenance and repairs 
at the ODU Canterbury 
House.  
 
St. John's, Chester, 
participated in the Day of 
Service by building four 
kitchen tables for 
CARITAS clients transitioning from homelessness to 
permanent housing.  CARITAS is a Richmond 
organization which seeks to meet the immediate needs of 
the homeless for food and shelter and to provide help 
with job skills, drug rehabilitation, and housing to break 
the cycle of homelessness.   
 
 

Want to take part in a Hurricane 
Sandy Recovery Mission? Here’s 
how to get started. 
 
Volunteers are the key to recovery and renewal for 
communities along the East Coast devastated by 
Hurricane Sandy. Episcopal Relief and Development and 
the Dioceses of NY, New Jersey, Long Island & Easton, 
MD have set up a Volunteer Program to help your church 
participate in that recovery. The Volunteer Program is 
structured to provide a deep, meaningful experience that 
take volunteers beyond just having a hammer in their 
hand to a place of better understanding how service, 
learning and reflection can truly transform all involved. 
Through this opportunity of community service volunteers 
have a chance to effect change in their own lives while 
serving the vulnerable along the Eastern Seaboard.      
  
We have added a Hurricane Sandy Recovery page to our 
website to help the churches of Southern Virginia learn 
more about the Volunteer Program and to connect with 
each other in planning trips to assist with recovery. If your 
church is planning to participate in the program and 
would like to invite individuals to join you, we will post 
your upcoming trip on our website. After you return, we 
invite you to share your story and pictures to encourage 
others to join in this effort.   

Southern Virginia congregations take part in Day of Service 

Go to our website to register for news by email, www.diosova.org.  Follow us on Facebook & Twitter. 
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Clergy transitions 
 
Clergy comings and going from March through May, 
2013: 
 

The Rev. Kate Bobbitt, began as priest-in-charge at 
Trinity, Portsmouth 
 

The Rev. Cleon Ross began as interim rector at St. 
John’s, Halifax 
 

The Rev. James Parke, assistant rector, left Holy 
Apostles’, Virginia Beach 
 

The Rev. Ray Barton began as assistant rector at Holy 
Apostles’, Virginia Beach 
 

The Rev. Dick Budd, interim rector, left Advent, Norfolk 
 

The Rev. James Sell, interim rector, left Eastern Shore 
Chapel, Virginia Beach 
 

The Rev. Tom Deppe began as rector at Eastern Shore 
Chapel, Virginia Beach 
 

The Rev. David Davenport, rector, retired from 
Ascension, Norfolk 
 

The Rev. Chris Cunningham, rector, resigned from Johns 
Memorial, Farmville 
 

The Rev. Diane Hill, rector, resigned from All Saints’, 
South Hill 
 

The Rev. Peg Buelow, rector, retired from St. Mark’s, 
Hampton 
 

The Rev. Grant Stokes, assistant rector, began at Christ 
& St. Luke’s, Norfolk 
 
 

Clergy passings 
 
Your prayers are requested for clergy who have died. 
 
The Rev. William Egelhoff, founding vicar of St. Martin’s, 
Williamsburg, died May 4, 2013. 
 
The Rev. Taylor Butler, deacon at Johns Memorial, 
Farmville, died May 13, 2013. 
 

Talbot Hall property update from 
Bishop Hollerith 
 
Dear Diocesan Family, 
  
I want to update you about an important issue in our 
diocese. At the recommendation of the Conveyance and 
Location Subcommittees of the Talbot Hall Property 
Committee, the Executive Board at its May 2nd meeting 
unanimously approved an asking figure of $4,250,000 for 
the Talbot Hall property. This figure was set in 
consultation with Harvey Lindsay Corporate Real Estate 
Services, the firm retained to address the disposition of 
the property. 
  
In the coming weeks, Harvey Lindsay Corporate Real 
Estate Services will be marketing the property through 
appropriate venues. In accordance with the resolution 
passed at Annual Council, 2012, consideration of the 
historic nature of the Talbot Hall manor house, 
preservation of the property's shoreline, and respect for 
the surrounding neighborhood are the values guiding this 
sale. 
  
The Location Subcommittee is still exploring a future site 
for the administrative offices of the diocese. Harvey 
Lindsay Corporate Real Estate Services is assisting the 
subcommittee as they seek a site more accessible and 
appropriate to our mission and ministry. 
  
Faithfully, 
+H. Hollerith 
 
 

Southern Virginia to offer 
Oklahoma recovery assistance 
 
In the wake of the tornadoes that ravaged Oklahoma on 
Monday, Bishop Hollerith was in touch with Bishop Ed 
Konieczny of the Diocese of Oklahoma. "Local clergy are 
trying to assess damage and to contact their members 
that live in the areas where tornadoes struck. They are 
waiting to hear back," Konieczny said. "We know ... that 
we have a number of members of churches who've lost 
their homes." 
 
Southern Virginia is collecting funds to help aid in the 
tornado recovery. To date, $10,245 has been raised. 
Donations can be sent to Diocese of Southern Virginia 
with "Oklahoma Tornado Relief" in the memo line. Funds 
collected will be sent to the Diocese of Oklahoma to 
provide direct assistance to those in need. The Diocese of 
Oklahoma includes 70 congregations representing about 
25,000 Episcopalians and encompasses the entire state. 
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Diocesan news from Episcopal 
Relief & Development  
By The Very Rev. Keith Emerson, St. Paul's, Suffolk 
Diocesan Coordinator for ERD  
 
During the first quarter of 2013, congregations throughout 
the Diocese of Southern Virginia contributed $13,548.80 
to Episcopal Relief & Development. $4,789 was 
designated for Hurricane Sandy relief with the remaining 
amount donated to the general fund. I am grateful to the 
following congregations and groups for their gifts: 

 Church of the Advent, Norfolk 

 Eastern Shore Chapel, Virginia Beach 

 Emmanuel Church, Hampton 

 Emmanuel Church, Virginia Beach 

 Emmanuel Church, Cape Charles 

 Grace Church Women, Yorktown 

 Old Donation Church, Virginia Beach 

 Church of the Redeemer, Midlothian 

 The Diocese of Southern Virginia 

 St. James' Church, Warfield 

 St. John's Church, Hampton 

 St. Martin's Church, Williamsburg 

 
Episcopal Relief & Development has launched a new 
website. You can find it at www.episcopalrelief.org. It 
provides great information about various projects and 
efforts as well as helpful resources you can use in the 
parish. Donating is easier than ever. Please check it out 
and share the site with friends. 
 
 

Saint Paul's College Board 
determines to close while pursuing 
options to continue mission  
 
Following the unexpected termination of a proposed 
merger with another HBCU (Historically Black College or 
University), the Board of Trustees of Saint Paul’s College 
has determined to close the College temporarily to pursue 
other strategic opportunities consistent with its purpose 
and mission.  As a result, Saint Paul’s will relinquish its 
accreditation with the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC) and 
implement a plan to complete instruction and transfer 
student enrollment in cooperation with SACSCOC and the 
State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV).  
  
"We are deeply saddened to hear that the merger with 
Saint Augustine's University did not come to fruition," said 
Bishop Hollerith. "At present, Saint Paul's future is 
uncertain."  
  
Dr. Oliver Spencer, Chair of the Saint Paul’s College 

Board of Trustees, expressed disappointment on behalf of 
the Board and the College.  “The time deadlines 
associated with our accreditation issues with SACSCOC 
and the termination of the proposed merger require our 
Board to take this action in the best interests of our 
students. This is especially disappointing in view of our 
very successful completion to the 2012-2013 academic 
year and the graduation of 51 students just weeks 
ago.  Nevertheless, our Board is committed to exploring 
all solutions that will allow the continuation of the 
historical mission and purpose of Saint Paul’s College on 
its campus in Lawrenceville, Virginia.  In pursuit of that 
goal I call on all members of the Saint Paul’s community 
to come together to guide and support the College in the 
next phase of its life in service to the many thousands of 
students deserving of the very special educational 
opportunities that Saint Paul’s College can offer.” 
  
The Board of Trustees has implemented a plan to 
preserve the physical and financial assets of the College 
during the process of exploring its options.  
 
 

Register now for Godly Play 
Teacher Training on August 3 
 
The Diocese of Southern Virginia is pleased to present 
Godly Play Training with nationally accredited trainer 
Kathleen Capcarra. There will be a review of Godly Play 
basics, as well as guidelines for writing your own Godly 
Play stories; information on using Godly Play with all 
ages, including adults, and how to adapt Godly Play 
storytelling to other curricula formats. Cost is $25 per 
person.  Registration closes July 22. Go to diosova.org to 
register. If you have additional questions, please contact 
Canon Caroline Black at cblack@diosova.org. 
 
 

Convocation II youth gather for 
worship 
 

Youth from Convocation II (Virginia Beach) came together 
for "Jordan Rocks," a special worship service. There were 
51 youth from five churches at the event which was held 
at Galilee, Virginia Beach.   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001tLGC4kY3LoK4KiUzZRojR8Qg5Qsqi_ZaSU5Q3sgj-F5VoKrEPSOv3vyEz0wejONq4ZKur1tywS7G0EveqyXwe0r6FraO0kBrU37g2CIqkcF_yq8SW8qhcA65x9E5fK3s
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Belizean beaches, Holy Cross hard 
work and spiritual sentiments  
By William Lee, William & Mary Canterbury  
 

"Toes" by Zac Brown band plays in my headphones, over 
which I've pulled my cowboy hat, as I and 23 other 
Canterburians ride the Water Taxi from mainland Belize 
to the island of San Pedro where Holy Cross Anglican 
School is located. Fifteen hours of travel total to our 
beachside lodgings and hammocks. All last semester, 
Canterbury raised $14,000 (which equaled $28,000 in 
their currency) to buy the materials to build a palapa, an 
outdoor classroom with a thatched roof, and reflective 
paint for some of the roofs of the school.  
 
The actual work consisted of painting the roof of the main 
school building so as to cool down the classrooms, 
constructing the palapa, and moving sand in 
wheelbarrows from one side of the school to the other to 
reclaim the land on which the palapa was being built from 
the surrounding mangrove swamp. Most days we also got 
to spend some time in the classrooms with the kids, play 
games with them, talk, avoid being pushed over by eight 
or nine five-year-olds all excitedly hugging you at once. 
Something that stuck in my mind was a quote that Lydia, 
a missionary at the school, shared with us from a book 
that she had been reading: "Only the rich measure 
poverty in possessions." I certainly witnessed the truth 
behind this. Several members of the group received gifts 
from the children they befriended who had nothing; some 
of the gifts were very sentimental for us and for them. 
 
Those connections we made are what really made the trip 
as emotionally overwhelming as it was. Not just with the 
kids, but with each other too. After nightly Compline, most 
of the group would go and sit on the dock and hang out 
and inevitably have a D&M (deep and meaningful 
conversation). We became an incredibly cohesive group; 
we couldn't go to dinner in groups of fewer than eight, and 
three was the minimum number needed to be in any 
group going somewhere. I was warned that the trip would 
have a powerful emotional effect, I didn't realize how 
much until we left.  
 

During one of our last dock conversations, someone 
asked, "What was the most emotional experience you've 
had this trip?" I'm not normally an emotional person, but 
this question took me awhile to come up with a clear 
answer. The more I thought, the more experiences I came 
up with. Everything from a sense of accomplishment as I 
watched my effort translate directly to progress on the 
palapa, to worry as I waited to hear whether the Town 
Council would permit us to continue work and frustration 
at being unable to finish what we started. I guess that 
means we have to go back now. From excitement the first 
time I walked into a classroom, to sadness at having to 
say goodbye to new friends. From the aliveness I felt 
while watching the sunrise, to the tiredness I felt while 
watching the sunset (both were gorgeous). The short 
answer I gave was the frustration of leaving a job 
unfinished and the difficulty I had leaving the kids at the 
school with whom I had bonded. The long, and probably 
more accurate, answer I came up with after reflecting 
more on the trip is "the entire thing." For the first time in a 
long time, I felt like the work I was doing had meaning, 
and it felt good. I had a sense of real contentment about 
where I was in my journey.  
 
 

2013-2014 Youth Ministry 
resources available online 
 
Youth Ministry events and resources for the 2013-2014 
program year are now available on our website, 
www.diosova.org/youth. The new materials include the 
2013-2014 Youth Ministry Toolkit, applications, forms, 
and other resources. There's also a full calendar of 
upcoming events for youth.  
 
 

Bishop blesses Pet Garden at 
Emmanuel, Virginia Beach 
 
Bishop Hollerith's visit to Emmanuel, Virginia Beach, on 
April 21 included the blessing of the church's new Pet 
Garden - a final resting place for beloved animal 
companions.  
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xuqZLE4pS4TaGkz3Ke3xpU_ukLQfzsJSKmJ40fjJkGVBLRVidWEHqOaOXjaiDCb1qX6LKo4FAOQpLEh5vYLFq8gZoUCtT79TsYWN0ZYxmhUHhlKjGEAAMxen4-i3s4ZM
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News from the Mission of the Holy 
Spirit 
By Keith Josey, Chaplain, Mission of the Holy Spirit 
 
Thank you for your continued support of the Mission of 
the Holy Spirit; it is through caring individuals like 
yourselves that lives are being changed. I would like to 
take a moment to share with you some of the amazing 
accomplishments that have occurred over the past 
several months.   
 
Our most recent achievements have been the 
development of a Monday evening GED program and a 
teenage health and wellness class. We have had several 
adult students take and pass the GED test. Our teens 
look forward to coming out and learning about health and 
nutrition as well as participating in exercise class and 
enjoying a healthy meal.    
 
Since September, we have enjoyed helping our young 
people with their academic studies through our 
enrichment and tutoring program. Thank you to all the 
volunteers who assist in supporting the educational needs 
as well as providing meals for our Tuesday and Thursday 
evening programs. The average attendance is around 25 
children and adolescents for each program, and we have 
seen a steady increase in their overall progress in school.  
 
We have increased our community outreach and 
evidence of its effectiveness has been shown in the 
steady rise of our attendance on Sunday. As our worship 
service has grown, our adult members are requesting 
additional services such as Bible study. To meet that 
need, we have begun a community conference call Bible 
study on Wednesday evenings. This is turning into a huge 
success as each week more adults are calling in and 
listening to a lesson that is reshaping their lives. None of 
this would be possible without the support of individuals 
like you and the support of our local churches. As we 
move forward, it is vital that you continue to support the 
Mission of the Holy Spirit.  
 
We have partnered with the Yes! Dare2Dream! program, 
a faith-based initiative program that allows many of our 
members to become trained group facilitators in areas like 
career development, abstinence, and self-esteem. As we 
begin to market these programs to the community and 

draw more young people to the Mission, we will need 
additional support from you and our partner churches. 
Our goal is 
to find 
positive 
ways to 
impact the 
lives of the 
families we 
serve and 
move them 
forward.    
Your gifts 
go directly 
towards 
the improvement of our programs and the changing of 
people's lives. We are counting on you to assist our 
efforts to relieve the stressors that our families go through 
by connecting them to a strong faith community, and 
continuing to offer hope through our quality programs. 
Thank you! 
 
www.missionoftheholyspirit.org. 
 
 

Diocesan ECW awards 14 Elise 
Holladay Scholarships 
By Nancy Smith, St. Aidan's, Virginia Beach  
 
Episcopal Church Women (ECW) awarded Elise Holladay 
Scholarships to fourteen young men and women in the 
Diocese of Southern Virginia in May. The ECW Student 
Work committee, with members from St. Mark's, Suffolk 
and Good Shepherd, Norfolk, and chaired by Deborah 
Austin, St. Mark's, Suffolk, reviewed applications and all 
applicants received a scholarship. 
  
Established as a memorial to Elise Holladay, an early 
Diocese of Southern Virginia ECW president, the 
scholarships are available to young men and women who 
want to further their education after high school. The 
scholarship is funded through contributions from parish 
ECWs, the Book of Remembrance and the Penick Fund. 
 
Alexis Green Grace Episcopal, Norfolk 
Margaret Thomas - Christ Church, Amelia 
Steven Oake - Christ Episcopal, Danville 
Kelsey Bisker - Hunger Episcopal Church 
Amanda Brandenburg - Church of the Ascension 
Angelica Garcia - St. James, Accomac 
Patrick Mahley - St. Andrew's, Newport News 
Judy Wyche - St. Thomas', Freeman 
Kiara Nicholson - St. Andrews's, Norfolk 
Nicholas Sarandia - St. John's, Portsmouth 
Ryan Watson - St. Mark's, Suffolk 
Robert Davenport - Church of the Good Shepherd 
Molly Colski - St. Andrew's, Norfolk 
Elizabeth Gilliher - St. Andrew's, Norfolk 
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News from our Diocesan ECW 
By Barbara E. Taylor, ECW President 
 
Many Thanks to those who attended our ECW Diocesan 
Spring meeting at Christ Church, Danville. A special 
thanks to Nancy Sands our First Vice President and the 
Women of Christ Church who were our host. We also 
thank the Rev. Helen McKee who was our celebrant and 
installed our new Diocesan UTO Coordinator, Joyce 
Douglas, of St. Augustine's, Newport News. 
  
During our meeting we had two speakers. The first was 
Dorothy "Dottie" Arthur, Province III National Board 
Representative. She had much information and was 
inspiring regarding the plans for the Triennial in 2015 in 
Utah. !Celebremos! We also heard from Janet Lemmer, 
Director of the Boys Home in Covington, Virginia. She 
spoke of the home's history, their efforts, their successes, 
and their needs. 
 
The women of the ECW decided to take on the following 
charitable outreach projects. We will attempt to raise 
$10,000 over the next two years for the Women To 
Women project. A ministry between women of the 
Diocese of Southern Virginia  and the Mothers Union of 
the Diocese of Bukavu in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. We will be working with the Diocese of Virginia 
who have been involved with this project for some time. 
They have been sending groups and money for some 
time but more is still needed. We will also try to fulfill The 
Spring and Winter Wish List for The Boys Home of 
Covington, Virginia 

New Province III UTO Coordinator  
On April 27, a new Province III ECW UTO Coordinator 
was elected at the ECW Province III Meeting in 
Martinsburg, West Virginia. She is Dena Lee, 295 Braxton 
Ridge Road, Amherst, Virginia 24521. 434-946-7611, 
dglee7880@gmail.com. 
 
New Diocesan UTO Coordinator  
On May 18, Joyce Douglas was installed as our new 
Diocesan UTO Coordinator. Joyce is a very active 
member of St. Augustine's, Newport News. Joyce 
Douglas, 4608 Coronet Ave., Virginia Beach, VA 23455. 
757-496-0192, amielonie@aol.com 

Joyce Douglas installed as diocesan 
United Thank Offering treasurer 
By Nancy Smith, St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach 
 
Joyce Douglas loves learning and that is a 
good thing. The year 2013 has been filled 
with a bevy of new learning experiences. 
Most recently, she was installed as 
treasurer of the United Thank Offering 
(UTO) for the Diocese of Southern Virginia 
at the Diocesan ECW Annual Spring 
Meeting on May 18. 
 
When Betty Incorminias, a St. Augustine’s member, 
resigned as UTO treasurer because of illness, she asked 
Joyce to take the position. Joyce said yes. 
 
New to ECW work, Joyce says, “I look forward to learning 
more about UTO and feel truly excited and honored for 
this opportunity to serve.”  
 
As a member of St. Augustine’s in Newport News, Joyce, 
is responsible for preparing the readings and prayers for 
the Sunday services and serves as a lay reader, 
Eucharistic minister, and Eucharistic Visitor. She is also a 
member of Episcopal Church Women and the vestry.  
While serving as chairperson of the Search Committee 
(their minister of forty years retired in 2010), she felt 
compelled to familiarize herself with the Transition Manual 
and to learn more about the Episcopal Church. Thus, she 
began attending numerous workshops and Webinars.  
 
Earlier this year, Joyce accepted a call to train with The 
Rev. Canon Michael Spear-Jones to become a transition 
consultant for the diocese.  Again, she is thoroughly 
excited about the opportunity to work with other parishes 
as they go through the transition process. 
 
A retired educator, Joyce spent thirty-eight years teaching 
in Chesapeake and Newport News public schools. Since 
2009, she has been volunteering in the Service to Armed 
Forces office of the American Red Cross, located on the 
Norfolk Naval Base.  She is also an elections official for 
the City of Virginia Beach. 
 
Joyce is the mother of two adults -- Amie and Alonzo III – 
and the grandmother of two children – Simone (15) and 
Thomas (6).  She currently resides in Virginia Beach with 
her dog Caesar. Together they run, sometimes they walk, 
four to six miles at least five or six days a week. 
Nevertheless, she still has time to read, have lunch with 
friends, and work in her yard. 
 
Please send United Thank Offering contributions to: 
Joyce Douglas, United Thank Offering Treasurer, 4608 
Coronet Avenue, Virginia Beach, Va. 23455. Make 
checks payable to the United Thank Offering.  
 
 

Diocesan ECW Spring Meeting at Christ Church, Danville 
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St. Martin’s new website offers 
“three minute retreats” 
 
St. Martin's, Williamsburg, has a new Faith Formation 
website offering a variety of resources that you can use 
anytime, anywhere. You can find the site at 
www.faithformationatsmec.weebly.com. 
 
Among the offerings are 
"3 minute retreats." You 
can do this during a 
child's nap, during your 
lunch break, while dinner 
is cooking, whenever you 
need to recharge.  
 
The site is designed to help busy people make the 
connection to their faith during the week. Try the 3 minute 
retreat and check out the other offerings on the site. 
Currently there are three categories - Young Families, 
Episcopal-Ease, and Children & Violence. But the site is a 
work in progress and articles, videos, book reviews, 
activities, etc that address the spiritual needs of Adults/
Couples, Young Adults, Teen Families, and Just for Kids 
will be added. Definitely a site to bookmark and visit often.  
 
For more information about the site, contact St. Martin's 
Director of Christian Formation Ann Meyer, 
ann@stmartinswmbg.org or 757-229-1111.   
 
 

Ecumenical community garden 
sprouting in Virginia Beach 
By The Rev. Wendy Wilkinson, Good Samaritan, Virginia 
Beach 
 
Good Samaritan, Virginia Beach, is a member of the 
Western Bayside Churches United, an ecumenical 
collaboration of churches serving the Western Bayside 
area of Virginia Beach. There is a need in that community 
for fresh fruits and vegetables. To address that need, 
Good Samaritan and Enoch Baptist Church have planted 
a large garden on the grounds of Good Samaritan. The 
produce of the garden is distributed at the Food Pantry at 
Heritage Methodist Church, across the street from Good 

Samaritan. Members from Good Samaritan and Enoch 
Baptist churches work the garden with oversight from an 
Ecumenical Garden Committee. This is one way that the 
three churches actively proclaim their oneness in Christ, 
while addressing the needs of their local community.  
 
 

St. Andrew’s, Newport News earns 
EPA’s Energy Star 
 
St. Andrew's, Newport News, has earned 
the EPA's Energy Star for their church 
facilities. Energy Star is a program of the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
that helps businesses and individuals 
fight climate change through superior 
energy efficiency. There are only 38 
Houses of Worship who have ever been 
recognized for an Energy Star, up from 28 as of last year; 
only two are Episcopal Churches. "The process is not 
trivial, but the EPA has on-line training to help newbies," 
said Bob Lord, who coordinated the effort for St. 
Andrew's. "While getting an Energy Star is nice, what is 
important is to monitor how we use our energy and find 
ways to decrease our misuse of God's gifts." 
 
 

Churches on the Eastern Shore 
collaborate for new visitor-friendly 
website 
 
The churches 
of Hungars 
Parish Cure - 
Christ Church, 
Eastville, and 
Hungars 
Church, 
Bridgetown, 
collaborated to 
create a new 
website, their 
first. Go to www.hungarscureparish.nextmeta.com 
to take a look. It's a terrific site that disproves the myth 
that small churches can't have great websites.  
 
The site is easy to navigate and targets newcomers and 
visitors. It includes lots of pictures, and the design is clean 
and modern. The Cure's Communications Committee 
used one of the many web Content Management 
Systems designed especially for churches - a great 
choice for any church, no matter what the size. These 
systems are affordable and easy to use.  
 
 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001g86yqeC4ho_WexHAAlaor8TQ-prSJNVEYPiZ_Ds9lTwCgRT5tgKdV7-6n9w_qJt06wCA2W5OikG7iHbogpfFgaoYF1MNTXjyrme2WidO7bI5GsUVt4ZujhQ0b72FYxJa3yGVQ14RkP0=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001g86yqeC4ho_WexHAAlaor8TQ-prSJNVEYPiZ_Ds9lTwCgRT5tgKdV7-6n9w_qJt06wCA2W5OikG7iHbogpfFgaoYF1MNTXjyrme2WidO7bI5GsUVt4ZujhQ0b72FYxJa3yGVQ14RkP0=
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KAIROS ministry brings Christ’s 
love and forgiveness to our prisons 
By Lee Davis, Eastern Shore Chapel, Virginia Beach 
 
“Sanchez” was standing alone in the middle of the prison 
gym floor, weeping as his KAIROS weekend drew to a 
close. Residents rushed past him as they were hustled 
back to their pods by the corrections officials.  I 
approached him and gave him a hug. He leaned back and 
with a glowing, tear streamed smile he said over and 
over, “Thank you, thank you, thank you.”  Then he left to 
return to his cell. 
 
As soon as I got home I wrote him a letter acknowledging 
the amazing events of the weekend. I suggested that he 
stay in the company of other Christians as much as 
possible within the confines of the maximum security 
prison environment. I told him that his Abba Father loved 
him indeed. 
 
Three weeks later the KAIROS team returned to Sussex II 
State Prison for a “One Day Instructional” to reinforce 
some of the principals taught during the four day KAIROS 
weekend. I was thrilled to see “Sanchez” and his face was 
still glowing, his smile brighter than ever! He could not 
wait to tell me of the events of the past few weeks and 
how he had been changed from the inside out by the 
amazing grace of God. 
 
He came to his KAIROS weekend reluctantly, not really 
sure why. A colonel in the Mexican Mafia, one of the 
toughest gangs in the Department of Corrections system, 
he had a very bad reputation. He showed me the insignia 
of his rank tattooed on each shoulder; his prison name 
was “Physco.” Now, he said, “I am changed; I am 
Sanchez!” He told me he had never known his mother or 
his father, but now he had a Father in heaven that loved 
him!  He knew that his ministry would always be inside 
the prison to gang members and to Latinos that didn’t 
speak or understand the English language very well. 
The previous Sunday he had not only gone to church but 
had also gotten up and given his testimony! He told all 
present how the Creator of the Universe had reached 
down on his KAIROS weekend and blasted away his 
heart of stone. Later two gang members came to him and 
said, “If you can change, I can change.” 
 
Oh my goodness. Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Jesus often spoke in parables, but not when it came to 
visiting those in prison.  At Eastern Shore Chapel, Virginia 
Beach, the Prison Ministry Committee includes members 
that visit city jails and state and federal prisons. There is a 
large need for lay and clergy volunteers to bring the love 
of Christ and His gift of forgiveness to those that in many 
cases have never known either. If you have an interest in 
becoming involved please contact Scott Vollmer 
(vollmers4@cox.net, 757-508-9508) or Lee Davis 
(cleedavis@verizon.net, 757-679-3249). 
 
 

St. George’s Parish on the Eastern 
Shore introduces new Arts & 
Reconciliation program 
 
One of Nashville's most 
successful and respected 
singer/songwriters, Radney 
Foster, came to Virginia's 
Eastern Shore to perform an 
intimate, solo acoustic 
concert at historic St. James' 
Church in Accomac. The 
event, held April 20, was the 
first of a new Arts & 
Reconciliation program in 
which practitioners of the arts 
(singers, songwriters, 
authors, filmmakers, dancers, 
sculptors, painters, 
photographers, etc.) are 
invited to perform or present 
their art and to specifically explore ways in which the arts 
may facilitate the process of helping reconcile people to 
one another and to God.     
 
Performer Radney Foster is a cradle Episcopalian and a 
graduate of the University of the South in Sewanee, 
Tennesee. He and his family attend St. Augustine's 
Chapel, on the campus of Vanderbilt University in 
Nashville. Over the years, Foster has written some of the 
most insightful and memorable gems on country radio. 
His hits include "I'm In" and "Raining On Sunday," both 
recorded by superstar Keith Urban; "Godspeed" and 
"Never Say Die" by the Dixie Chicks; "Real Fine Place to 
Start" for Sara Evans and "Half of My Mistakes" by Gary 
Allan.  
 
In addition to the concert on Saturday, Foster was a 
special guest at St. George's, Pungoteague on Sunday, 
April 21 at the 11:15 a.m. worship service, where he 
discussed the relationship between his faith and the art of 
songwriting, with an emphasis on how songs may 
contribute to reconciliation.  
 
 
 

mailto:vollmers4@cox.net
mailto:cleedavis@verizon.net
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Lackey Hall Dedicated at Christ & 
Grace Church in Petersburg 
By Juanita Teschner, Christ & Grace, Petersburg 
 
The Parish Hall at Christ and Grace Episcopal Church in 
Petersburg was dedicated to the Rev. Dr. Boston M. 
Lackey, Jr. Sunday, May 5, after the worship service. 
Lackey served the church as rector for 36 years from 
1952 to 1988. He was named rector emeritus during the 
church’s sesquicentennial celebration in 1991. He died in 
2010. 
 
Current Rector David Teschner told the assembled group, 
which included Lackey’s family and friends, about the 
church’s history. It was founded in 1841 as Grace Church 
in downtown Petersburg. Subsequently, Grace Church 
Chapel – the current site of Lackey Hall – was built in 
1925 on South Sycamore Street. In 1928 most of the 
parishioners from Grace Church moved to the new 
location, but some chose to stay at Grace Church, so the 
new church was named Christ Church. 
 
After the death of Rector Edwin Carter in 1951, Lackey 
assumed the position of rector in August 1952. Grace 
Church closed in 1953, and with the influx of parishioners 
from that church, Christ Church was renamed Christ and 
Grace Church.  
 
Lackey oversaw the construction of the current worship 
space, which opened in 1957. 
 
The dedication lauded Lackey for his service. The citation 
read: “Your servant, Boston M. Lackey, Jr. filled this room 
with his constant care, kindness and warmth from 1952 

until his death in 
2010. In his 
memory and with 
gratitude for his 36 
years as the 
beloved rector of 
this parish, the 
Episcopal Church 
Women and all his 
faithful flock 
declare this room 
to be hereafter 
named Lackey 
Hall. May his sweet 
spirit, which was so 
clothed in your 
Spirit, continue to 
abide in this place.” 
 
A bench, which will 
be placed near the 
church’s labyrinth, 
and a cover for the 
church’s large 
illuminated Bible 

were dedicated in his memory as well. 
 
Alice Wallace, president of the Episcopal Church Women, 
related how the ECW wanted to memorialize Lackey with 
funds they had raised. Initially, they purchased the bench 
and commissioned the creation of the Bible covering, but 
that didn’t seem to be enough. While Wallace was visiting 
her daughter’s church in Ashland, she noticed that their 
hall was named for a past rector. “At that moment, a light 
bulb went on in my head,” she said, and the idea for 
Lackey Hall was born.   
 
Longtime member Cyrus Kirkpatrick noted that the church 
at its current location has had only three rectors: Edwin 
Carter for 25 years, Boston Lackey for 36 years and 
David Teschner for 23 years so far. “How many 
congregations can boast such longevity with rectors?” he 
asked. 
 
Kirkpatrick said that Lackey’s motto was, “Don’t worry. 
Everything will be all right.” 
 
Others who spoke include Pret Kaichen, Nell Howard, Dot 
Miller, Ted Simpson and Daphne Spurlock. 
 
Teschner noted that Lackey was a role model for him. “He 
may not have agreed with everything I did,” he said, “but 
he always offered support and encouragement. I hope I 
can be as good a role model to the next rector someday.”  
 
 

Confirmation! 
 
In April and May, Bishop 
Hollerith visited Emmanuel, 
Virginia Beach; St. John’s, 
Chase City; Grace, Norfolk; 
St. Matthias’, Midlothian; 
Manakin, Midlothian; and 
Bruton Parish, 
Williamsburg.  Photos: 
Bruton Parish (top) & St. 
Matthias’.  
 
 

Jane Lackey Rives and Boston M. 
Lackey III, children of the Rev. Dr. 
Lackey with his portrait in the 
background. 
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Why should I send my child to 
Camp Chanco? 
By Talley Sale Banazek, Marketing/Development 
Coordinator, Chanco on the James 
 
As summer camp season is upon us, the Chanco staff are 
busy at work preparing for the arrival of our summer 
campers beginning June 16th.  For all Chanco staff, the 
months before camp opens can be some of the most 
challenging and anxious of times – so much to be done in 
such a short amount of time!  But there is also an 
electricity in the air as every square inch of Camp Chanco 
begins to come to life – the waterfront is cleaned, the pool 
opened, the campsites made ready for what is our 
busiest, most “alive” time of year.  In a day and age of 
very busy families and even busier youth, why choose a 
traditional, Christian overnight camp?  There are 
academic camps, sports camps, day camps, and a million 
and one summer activities to choose from.  Why choose 
Chanco?   
 

Jean McMullan in her article “Camp 
Truths are Forever” asks, “What is 
there about camp that holds 
thousands of past and present 
campers in a state of excitement 
and anticipation – or as an indelible 
memory?”  She then argues, “Few 
other institutions may lay claim to 
that which garners such positive 
outcomes: growth in independence, 
gaining control over fears, learning 
new skills while forging lifelong 
friendships, and living in a group 
where kindness and encouragement are the norm.  
Where else is there sheer joy of play, as well as the pride 
of conquering seemingly impossible goals, so effective?” 
 

This certainly fits with both my own personal experience 
at Chanco as a camper and counselor as well as my 
experience as a parent of three campers over the last 
seven summers.  When it was time for me to send my 
oldest daughter to Chanco for the first time, the answer to 
“Why camp?” and more specifically, “Why Chanco?” was 
simple.  I wanted my daughter to experience the life-
changing experience that is Chanco.  I wanted her to put 
on her own bug spray and sunscreen and to sleep in a 
screened chalet with the sound of crickets and wind to 
sooth her to sleep.  I wanted her to face homesickness 
and conquer it.  I wanted her to try new foods, new 
experiences and new challenges on her own with the 
safety and support of skilled counselors.  I wanted her 
away from technology and electronic toys for solid days in 
a row. I wanted her to find God in the trees and the river, 
the cross on the bluff, and in the faces of her counselors.  
I wanted her to meet a priest in shorts and flip flops that 
she could ask any question to and that, perhaps, could 
help her find God in a new and different way.  I wanted 
her to make life-long friends.  I wanted her to come home 
more independent, self-confident, and changed.  I was 

not disappointed.  I remember going to the pool with her 
for the first time after camp and her telling me, “Mom, I 
don’t need you to put on my sunscreen.  I can do it 
myself.”  I remember her telling me she no longer needed 
me to check her hair in the shower to be sure all the 
shampoo was out.  “I can do it myself, Mom!”  I remember 
feeling a tug of nostalgia for my “baby” and yet a feeling 
of pride in my newly independent daughter.  Dr. Michael 
Thompson, Ph.D., author of “Homesick and Happy: How 
Time Away From Parents Can Help a Child Grow” 
captures this experience perfectly stating, “Most 
important, however, she will discard some of her 
childhood self when she is away from you. Your child will 
return to you changed; something you have cherished will 
be gone; she will have shed a part of her baby self like a 
snake sheds a skin without a thought.  It will never fit her 
again and it will never come back.  You will miss it…
When you send your child off to camp, the gift you are 
giving him or her is to let go.” 
 

Letting go of Laurann to then rediscover her new self 
once she returned home from 
camp is not easily forgotten.  I 
am grateful to Chanco for not 
only my own formative 
experiences as a camper and 
counselor there from ages 13-
20, but now as a parent who is 
able to watch my own 
daughters relishing the same 
life-changing experiences and 
growing in profound ways as a 
result of the Chanco 
experience.  Perhaps a former 
camper and counselor, Drew 
Colletti, says it best with “Other 

than my blood relatives, I have many families.  There is 
my Collegiate family, my VCU Theatre family, and my 
AKL family.  While all of these families are extremely 
important to me, none of them would have been possible 
had it not been for that place in the woods the summer of 
2005.  I went to Chanco that year a chubby kid who didn’t 
know much in the ways of social interaction and what it 
meant to have many friends.  That summer changed my 
life.  For that summer, I had friends.  I had more.  I had a 
place that I could go to that let me be who I am, and make 
the deepest connections I could possibly imagine.  So I 
went back.  Then again, and then again…” Thank you, 
Drew, for sharing how Chanco changed your life.  And 
thank you to all of our campers, counselors, board 
members, volunteers, full-time staff, parishes, diocesan 
staff, and donors who make Chanco’s ministry possible.  
With you, Chanco will continue to impact lives and our 
campers will keep coming back…sometimes, as in my 
case, for generations. 
 
Some space is still available in Camp Chanco Sessions 3, 4 and 
our Junior Senior High Conference.  Contact us at 1-888-
7CHANCO or email at director@chanco.org for more 
information. Visit us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
chancoonthejames for all the latest news or our website at 
www.chanco.org for easy on line registration!   

mailto:director@chanco.org
http://www.facebook.com/chancoonthejames
http://www.facebook.com/chancoonthejames
http://www.chanco.org
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Our Friends Take the Chanco 
Challenge 
By Talley Sale Banazek, Marketing/Development 
Coordinator, Chanco on the James 
 
Thank you!  Our friends are making the difference!  
Chanco was blessed with a generous anonymous donor 
offering to match up to $30,000 in Restoration Fund 
donations to Chanco in 2013.  After an amazingly 
generous fundraising plea, in just over two months our 
friends have blessed us with over $25,000 raised toward 
earning the complete $30,000 matching donation!  WOW!  
Chanco is blessed with friends who are most generous 

with their time, talent and 
treasure. These 
donations meant that the 
Chanco Board could 
vote to move forward 
with the exterior 
renovation of 
Conference Center 
Lodges B and C this 
summer without 
adversely affecting its 

tight annual operating budget.  Thank you!  It is inspiring 
that we can make such dramatic improvements to our 
buildings without using one dollar of camper or 
conference guest fees!  This fact certainly speaks to the 
loyalty, dedication and support of our friends throughout 
the diocese.   
 
But, we’re not quite there yet!  We still need you!  We do 
not want to leave one dollar of this generous matching 
donation on the table!  There is not a more exciting time 
in Chanco property history since the building of this 
location in 1989.  If you are an Annual Fund donor, we 
still need your help to meet our $70,000 Annual Fund goal 
to offset operating costs.  And, we need your additional 
donation for our Restoration Fund in order to secure a 
hopeful total of $60,000 in restoration funds in 2013.  
Every single dollar counts.  Please, prayerfully consider 
matching your usual Annual Fund donation with a gift to 
the Restoration Fund, so that we may capitalize on an 
incredibly generous matching offer.  If you have any 
questions about the matching donation program or about 
making a donation, please contact Development/
Marketing Coordinator Talley Banazek at 
talley@banazek.com.  There has never been a year 
where your dollars can make such a profound impact.   

 
Work weekends and 
a full workweek are 
planned for this 
summer to continue 
the renovation work 
led by Doug 
Weymouth, Project 
Coordinator.  The 
dates for this 

important renovation work are as follows:  June 28-30 and 
July 19-21 for work weekends and August 16-25 for the 
workweek.  No donation of time is too small and all skill 
levels are needed.  Don’t miss this opportunity to gather 
with Chanco friends old and new and make a difference 
to Chanco’s property.  Past volunteers have expressed 
their Chanco builder time as being a wonderful way to not 
only give back to Chanco, but to meet new friends from all 
over the diocese and enjoy time with old friends as well.  
Don’t miss this amazing opportunity for diocesan 
fellowship and service to “the spiritual heart of our 
diocese”!  Contact Chanco Builder Volunteer Coordinator, 
Ames Herbert, at Herbert@exchange.vt.edu or at 757-
569-9003 for more information or to sign up to help 
TODAY!   
 
 

The Cure for Teen Summer 
Boredom is at Chanco! 
 
The Junior/Senior 
High Conference 
might just be 
YOUR remedy for 
teen summer 
boredom!  Do you 
hear your teen 
saying, “I’m soooo 
bored” already and 
it’s only the end of 
June?!  Then, 
we’ve got the answer for you:  Come to Chanco! Not only 
will your teen not be bored, he/she will have an 
opportunity to learn and grow spiritually, emotionally and 
physically.  The Junior/Senior High Conference is a great 
week that combines elements of our traditional residential 
camp program with a theme-based retreat program.  Our 
theme this year is "Carry On."  We will explore how we 
Carry On in a world that is often difficult and challenging.  
There will also be workshops such as sailing, the ropes 
course, zip lines, arts and crafts and other favorite camp 
activities.  The Junior/Senior High Conference is open to 
teens ages 13 through 18 and runs from July 7

th
 to July 

12
th
.  The cost is a bargain 

at just $300.  Don’t wait!  
Visit our website today at 
www.chanco.org for easy 
on-line registration.  If you 
have any questions, 
please feel free to contact 
the Rev. Eileen P. Walsh, 
Director for the Junior/
Senior High Conference at 
757-484-5155. We look 
forward to seeing your 
teen at Chanco in July 
and promise that they will 
NOT be bored with us! 

mailto:talley@banazek.com
mailto:Herbert@exchange.vt.edu
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001YdqlmenTA9U-iLMPXY5-ar3hRnUDubPO6nV2XImkVmxRIDR1zKSQmDLyJFao-8SJYbzmZbZvEs57byQpKwr2RHFjT44im9LtRunhokNOPNDNMLQsdDyLpw==
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Visit the “Workshops, Training & 
Events”  and “Youth” pages of our 
website for even more upcoming 
events, www.diosova.org. 

______________________ 
 
 
Open Planning & Strategy 
Workshop for Youth Leaders—July 
20, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., 
Emmanuel, Hampton. There is no fee 
to attend. Lunch is provided. Open to 
all adults who work with youth in the 
Diocese of Southern Virginia, this 
annual event provides an opportunity 
to network with other youth leaders, 
problem-solve common issues in 
youth ministry, and get up-to-date 
information on resources and 
programs. There is no deadline to 
register. So that we can plan for 
lunch, please contact Ashley 
Scruggs, Youth Missioner, at 757-213
-3393 or ascruggs@diosova.org.  
 
Godly Play Teacher Training—
August 3, 8:30 to 2, St. Martin’s, 
Williamsburg. Go to www.diosova.org 
for details and registration. 
 
Bishop’s Days for Parish 
Leaders—October 5 at Redeemer, 
Midlothian & October 12 at Eastern 
Shore Chapel, Virginia Beach. More 
information coming soon! 
 
October Weekend - October 11-13, 
Chanco on the James. For grades 8-
12. Visit Camp Chanco on the James 
River for a weekend in the woods 
with teens from all over our diocese! 
October Weekend  features great 
music, small groups, socials and 
games, meaningful discussions, a 
dance, and really incredible worship 

experiences. Come experience the 
presence of God in community! Go to 
www.diosova.org for details and 
registration.   
 
Day of Repentance and 
Reconciliation—November 2. A 
service will be held at Christ and St. 
Luke's Church, Norfolk, at 11 am on 
that day for the attendance and 
participation of the Diocese of 
Southern Virginia Family.  
 
Happening #60 - November 8-10, 
Chanco on the James. Happening- A 
Christian Experience is a Christian 
renewal program designed for youth 
in grades 10-12. The focal point of 
the weekend is learning and 
experiencing the love of Christ. The 
weekend format includes series of 
talks, movies, small group activities 
and worship, as well as opportunities 
for fellowship, fun and making new 
friends. Go to www.diosova.org for 
details and registration.  
 
November Weekend - November 15
-17, Chanco on the James. For 
grades 6-9. Make new friends at this 
fall retreat at Chanco! November 
Weekend includes music, games, 
activities, socials, small group 
discussions and amazing worship! 
Go to www.diosova.org for details 
and registration.    
 
122nd Annual Council of the 
Diocese of Southern Virginia - 
February 7-8, 2014 at the 
Williamsburg Lodge Convention 
Center, Williamsburg.  
 
Happening #61 - March 7-9, Chanco 
on the James. Happening- A 

Christian Experience is a Christian 
renewal program designed for youth 
in grades 10-12. The focal point of 
the weekend is learning and 
experiencing the love of Christ. The 
weekend format includes series of 
talks, movies, small group activities 
and worship, as well as opportunities 
for fellowship, fun and making new 
friends. Go to www.diosova.org for 
details and registration.  
 
May Weekend - May 16-18, Chanco 
on the James. An annual retreat for 
grades 8-12. Formerly held at 
Blackstone, this weekend will follow a 
familiar format, but will be held at 
Chanco. Go to www.diosova.org for 
details and registration.  
 
  

Upcoming Safe 
Church Classroom 
Training 

Contact Judy Rieken for more 
information and registration for  
Safe Church Training, 
jrieken@diosova.org or  
757-213-3391. 
 
 
July 27—Christ & Grace, Petersburg 
 
August 10—St. George’s, Newport 
News 
 
August 17—Epiphany, Danville 
 
August 19—St. Andrew’s, Newport 
News (Adult Module only) 
 
September 21—Grace, Norfolk 

Calendar of Events 

 

Get More News From Around Our Diocese! 
 
 

Sign up for our weekly 
eNews at our website, 
www.diosova.org 

Follow us on: 
 
Facebook (facebook.com/diosova) 
 
Twitter (@Diosova) 


