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Preface to the Ordination Rites
The Holy Scriptures and ancient Christian writers make it clear that from
the apostles' time, there have been different ministries within the Church.
In particular, since the time of the New Testament, three distinct orders
of ordained ministers have been characteristic of Christ's holy catholic
Church. First, there is the order of bishops who carry on the apostolic
work of leading, supervising, and uniting the Church. Secondly,
associated with them are the presbyters, or ordained elders, in subsequent
times generally known as priests. Together with the bishops, they take
part in the governance of the Church, in the carrying out of its missionary
and pastoral work, and in the preaching of the Word of God and
administering his holy Sacraments. Thirdly, there are deacons who assist
bishops and priests in all of this work. It is also a special responsibility of
deacons to minister in Christ's name to the poor, the sick, the suffering,
and the helpless.
The persons who are chosen and recognized by the Church as being
called by God to the ordained ministry are admitted to these sacred
orders by solemn prayer and the laying on of episcopal hands. It has
been, and is, the intention and purpose of this Church to maintain and
continue these three orders; and for this purpose these services of
ordination and consecration are appointed. No persons are allowed to
exercise the offices of bishop, priest, or deacon in this Church unless they
are so ordained, or have already received such ordination with the laying
on of hands by bishops who are themselves duly qualified to confer Holy
Orders.
It is also recognized and affirmed that the threefold ministry is not the
exclusive property of this portion of Christ's catholic Church, but is a gift
from God for the nurture of his people and the proclamation of his
Gospel everywhere. Accordingly, the manner of ordaining in this Church
is to be such as has been, and is, most generally recognized by Christian
people as suitable for the conferring of the sacred orders of bishop, priest,
and deacon.
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The Ordination of a Bishop
Prelude

Solemn Entry, Richard Strauss

Choral Introit

Be Still and Know, Michael Trotta
Text adapted from Psalm 46

Even if the mountains were to fall into the sea,
waters were to surge upon the earth,
hope still lives in a most holy place,
a place that shall not move, for I am here.
Be still and know that I am your God.
Be still and know and you'll find rest,
a refuge for your soul.
When nations roar and kingdoms fall,
still you shall not fear.
My strength and hope will keep you on your way;
wars shall cease and the shields melt with fire;
listen, then, for you will hear my voice.
Keep your mind on things above
and not on earthly things;
you're hidden with me in the safest place.
Your old self has died and is risen again,
your death shall be what brings you to new life.
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The people stand.
Hymn in Procession

Hymn 599, Lift every voice and sing
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Hymn in Procession

Hymn 473, Lift high the cross
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The Presiding Bishop greets the people with these words
Light and Peace in Jesus Christ our Lord.
People

Thanks be to God.

The Presiding Bishop continues
Dear people of God, forty days ago we celebrated the joyful feast of the nativity of
Jesus. Today we recall the day on which he was presented in the temple, fulfilling
the law of Moses. Led by the Spirit, Simeon and Anna came to the temple,
recognized the child as the Christ, and proclaimed him with joy. United by the
same Spirit, we now enter the house of God, where we shall recognize Christ in
the breaking of bread.
Let us pray.
O eternal God, who has created all things; on this day you fulfilled the petitions of
the just Simeon: we humbly thank you for the gift of these candles which have
been blessed for our use at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem.
Graciously hear our prayers and be merciful to us, whom you have redeemed by
your Son, who is the light of the world, and who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.
People

Amen.

As the cantor sings the Song of Simeon, the people light their hand candles.
Nunc Dimittis, Geoffrey Burgon

Song of Simeon

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word;
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be;
world without end. Amen.
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The Presiding Bishop then says the following prayer
O God, source of all light, today you revealed to the aged Simeon and Anna your
light which enlightens the nations. Fill our hearts with the light of faith, that we
who bear these candles may walk in the path of goodness, through Jesus Christ,
the Light of the World.
People

Amen.

Hymn 258

Virgin-born, we bow before thee
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Bishop
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten Son
was this day presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you with pure
and clean hearts by Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Candles are extinguished and the people are seated.

The Presentation
Representatives of the diocese, both Priests and Lay Persons, standing before the Presiding
Bishop, present the bishop-elect, saying
Michael, Bishop in the Church of God, the clergy and people of the Diocese of
Southern Virginia, trusting in the guidance of the Holy Spirit, have chosen Susan
Haynes to be a bishop and chief pastor. We therefore ask you to lay your hands
upon her and in the power of the Holy Spirit to consecrate her a bishop in the one,
holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.
The Presiding Bishop then directs that the testimonials of the election be read.
When the reading of the testimonials is ended, the Presiding Bishop requires the following promise
from the Bishop-elect
In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, I, Susan Haynes,
chosen Bishop of the Church in Southern Virginia, solemnly declare that I do
believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of
God, and to contain all things necessary to salvation; and I do solemnly engage to
conform to the doctrine, discipline, and worship of the Episcopal Church.
The Bishop-elect then signs the above Declaration in the sight of all present. The witnesses add
their signatures.
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All stand.
The Presiding Bishop then says the following, and asks the response of the people
Brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus, you have heard testimony given that Susan
Haynes has been duly and lawfully elected to be a bishop of the Church of God to
serve in the Diocese of Southern Virginia. You have been assured of her suitability
and that the Church has approved her for this sacred responsibility. Nevertheless,
if any of you know any reason why we should not proceed, let it now be made
known.
If no objection is made, the Presiding Bishop continues
Presiding Bishop
People

Is it your will that we ordain Susan a bishop?
That is our will.

Presiding Bishop
People

Will you uphold Susan as bishop?
We will.

Presiding Bishop

The Scriptures tell us that our Savior Christ spent the whole
night in prayer before he chose and sent forth his twelve
apostles. Likewise, the apostles prayed before they appointed
Matthias to be one of their number. Let us, therefore, follow
their examples, and offer our prayers to Almighty God before
we ordain Susan for the work to which we trust the Holy
Spirit has called her.
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The Litany for Ordinations
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For all members of your Church in their vocation and ministry, that they may
serve you in a true and godly life, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, and for all bishops, priests, and deacons, that
they may be filled with your love, may hunger for truth, and may thirst after
righteousness, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For Susan, chosen bishop in your Church, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
That she may faithfully fulfill the duties of this ministry, build up your Church,
and glorify your Name, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
That by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit she may be sustained and encouraged to
persevere to the end, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For her family, that they may be adorned with all Christian virtues, we pray to
you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease
and that all may be one as you and the Father are one, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel
to the ends of the earth, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that
they may receive the light of the Gospel, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow
among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
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For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice and promote the
dignity and freedom of every person, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation,
that the world may be freed from poverty, famine, and disaster, we pray to you,
O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners,
and all who are in danger; that they may be relieved and protected, we pray to
you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is
known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that place
where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever‑blessed Virgin Mary, Joseph, Simeon,
Anna, and all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another,
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Bishop
People
Bishop

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole
Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your
providence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation; let the whole world see
and know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things
which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought
to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
People

Amen.

All are seated.

The Ministry of the Word
The Old Testament Lesson

Malachi 3:1-4

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant
in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like
a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,
and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver,
until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of
Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in
former years.
Lector
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

18

The people remain seated.
Psalm 84

Antiphon by Peter R. Hallock

Choir
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh
rejoice in the living God. The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a
nest where she may lay her young; by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my
King and my God.
All repeat the antiphon.
Choir
Happy are they who dwell in your house! They will always be praising you.
Happy are the people whose strength is in you! Whose hearts are set on the
pilgrims’ way.
All repeat the antiphon.
Choir
Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, for the
early rains have covered it with pools of water. They will climb from height to
height, and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.
All repeat the antiphon.
Choir
Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; hearken, O God of Jacob. Behold our defender,
O God; and look upon the face of your Anointed.
All repeat the antiphon.
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The Epistle

Hebrews 2:14-18

Since, therefore, the children share
flesh and blood, he himself likewise
shared the same things, so that
through death he might destroy the
one who has the power of death,
that is, the devil, and free those who
all their lives were held in slavery by
the fear of death. For it is clear that
he did not come to help angels, but
the descendants of Abraham.
Therefore he had to become like his
brothers and sisters in every
respect, so that he might be a
merciful and faithful high priest in
the service of God, to make a
sacrifice of atonement for the sins of
the people. Because he himself was
tested by what he suffered, he is
able to help those who are being
tested.

Lector
People

Hermanos: Todos los hijos de una
familia tienen la misma sangre; por
eso, Jesús quiso ser de nuestra misma
sangre, para destruir con su muerte
al diablo, que mediante la muerte,
dominaba a los hombres, y para
liberar a aquellos que, por temor a la
muerte, vivían como esclavos toda su
vida. Pues como bien saben, Jesús no
vino a ayudar a los ángeles, sino a los
descendientes de Abraham; por eso
tuvo que hacerse semejante a sus
hermanos en todo, a fin de llegar a ser
sumo sacerdote, misericordioso con
ellos y fiel en las relaciones que
median entre Dios y los hombres, y
expiar así los pecados del pueblo.
Como él mismo fue probado por
medio del sufrimiento, puede ahora
ayudar a los que están sometidos a la
prueba.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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All stand.
Hymn 259

Hail to the Lord who comes
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Gospel Alleluia

The Gospel
Deacon
People

Luke 2:22-40
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the
law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the
Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon
came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for
him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised
God, saying,
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about
him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is
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destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will
be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will
pierce your own soul too.”
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She
was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage,
then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped
there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began
to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the
redemption of Jerusalem.
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned
to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong,
filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.
Deacon
People

The Sermon

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Right Reverend Edward S. Little II
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The people stand.
Hymn 707

Take my life and let it be
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The Examination
All now sit, except the bishop-elect, who stands facing the bishops. The Presiding Bishop
addresses the bishop-elect
My sister, the people have chosen you and have affirmed their trust in you by
acclaiming your election. A bishop in God's holy Church is called to be one with
the apostles in proclaiming Christ's resurrection and interpreting the Gospel,
and to testify to Christ's sovereignty as Lord of lords and King of kings.
You are called to guard the faith, unity, and discipline of the Church; to celebrate
and to provide for the administration of the sacraments of the New Covenant; to
ordain priests and deacons and to join in ordaining bishops; and to be in all
things a faithful pastor and wholesome example for the entire flock of Christ.
With your fellow bishops you will share in the leadership of the Church
throughout the world. Your heritage is the faith of patriarchs, prophets, apostles,
and martyrs, and those of every generation who have looked to God in hope. Your
joy will be to follow him who came, not to be served, but to serve, and to give his
life a ransom for many.
Are you persuaded that God has called you to the office of bishop?
Answer

I am so persuaded.

The following questions are then addressed to the bishop-elect by one or more of the other
bishops
Bishop
Answer

Will you accept this call and fulfill this trust in obedience to Christ?
I will obey Christ, and will serve in his name.

Bishop

Will you be faithful in prayer, and in the study of Holy Scripture,
that you may have the mind of Christ?
I will, for he is my help.

Answer
Bishop
Answer

Will you boldly proclaim and interpret the Gospel of Christ,
enlightening the minds and stirring up the conscience of your
people?
I will, in the power of the Spirit.
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Bishop

Answer

As a chief priest and pastor, will you encourage and support all
baptized people in their gifts and ministries, nourish them from the
riches of God’s grace, pray for them without ceasing, and celebrate
with them the sacraments of our redemption?
I will, in the name of Christ, the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.

Bishop
Answer

Will you guard the faith, unity, and discipline of the Church?
I will, for the love of God.

Bishop

Will you share with your fellow bishops in the government of the
whole Church; will you sustain your fellow presbyters and take
counsel with them; will you guide and strengthen the deacons and
all others who minister in the Church?
I will, by the grace given me.

Answer
Bishop
Answer

Will you be merciful to all, show compassion to the poor and
strangers, and defend those who have no helper?
I will, for the sake of Christ Jesus.

All stand. The Presiding Bishop then says
Susan, through these promises you have committed yourself to God, to serve his
Church in the office of bishop. We therefore call upon you, chosen to be a
guardian of the Church’s faith, to lead us in confessing that faith.
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Bishop-elect
We believe in one God.
Then all say together
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary
and was made man
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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The Consecration of the Bishop
All continue to stand, except the Bishop-Elect, who kneels before the Presiding Bishop.
Hymn 503

Come Holy Ghost
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A period of silent prayer follows, the people still standing.
The Presiding Bishop then begins this Prayer of Consecration
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Father of mercies and God of all
comfort, dwelling on high but having regard for the lowly, knowing all things
before they come to pass: We give you thanks that from the beginning you have
gathered and prepared a people to be heirs of the covenant of Abraham, and have
raised up prophets, kings, and priests, never leaving your temple untended. We
praise you also that from the creation you have graciously accepted the ministry
of those whom you have chosen.

29

The Presiding Bishop and other Bishops now lay their hands upon the head of the bishop-elect,
and say together
Therefore, Father, make Susan a bishop in your Church. Pour out upon her the
power of your princely Spirit, whom you bestowed upon your beloved Son Jesus
Christ, with whom he endowed the apostles, and by whom your Church is built
up in every place, to the glory and unceasing praise of your Name.
The Presiding Bishop continues
To you, O Father, all hearts are open; fill, we pray, the heart of this your servant
whom you have chosen to be a bishop in your Church, with such love of you and
of all the people, that she may feed and tend the flock of Christ, and exercise
without reproach the high priesthood to which you have called her, serving
before you day and night in the ministry of reconciliation, declaring pardon in
your Name, offering the holy gifts, and wisely overseeing the life and work of the
Church. In all things may she present before you the acceptable offering of a pure,
and gentle, and holy life; through Jesus Christ your Son, to whom, with you and
the Holy Spirit, be honor and power and glory in the Church, now and for ever.
The People in a loud voice respond
Amen.
The new bishop is now vested according to the order of bishops.
After this other symbols of office may be given.
The Pastoral Staff is presented with these words
On behalf of the clergy and people of the Diocese of Southern Virginia, I give into
your hands this pastoral staff. May Christ the Good Shepherd uphold you and
sustain you as you carry it in his name.
People

Amen.

A Bible is presented with these words
Receive the Holy Scriptures. Feed the flock of Christ committed to your charge,
guard and defend them in his truth, and be a faithful steward of his holy Word
and Sacraments.
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The Presiding Bishop presents to the people their new bishop. The Clergy and People offer their
acclamation and applause.
The Peace
The new Bishop then says
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Presiding Bishop and other Bishops greet the new bishop. The People greet one another. The
new Bishop also greets other members of the clergy, family members, and the congregation.

The Holy Communion
Offertory Anthem

Let all the world, Ralph Vaughan Williams
Text by George Herbert

Let all the world in ev’ry corner sing ‘My God and King.’
The heav’ns are not too high,
His praise may thither fly:
The earth is not too low,
His praises there may grow.
The church with psalms must shout
No door can keep them out:
But above all, the heart
Must bear the longest part.
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The people stand.
Presentation Hymn 93

Angels from the realms of glory
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The people remain standing. The new Bishop faces them and sings

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Bishop proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.
Through the great shepherd of your flock, Jesus Christ our Lord; who after his
resurrection sent forth his apostles to preach the Gospel and to teach all nations;
and promised to be with them always, even to the end of the ages.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with
all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of
your Name:
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made
known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil,
and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take,
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
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Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Bishop and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
The Bishop continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all;
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him,
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with
the blessed Virgin Mary, blessed Joseph, Anna, Simeon, and all your saints, we
may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the
author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.
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As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.
The Bishop breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.
As the people sing the Fraction Anthem, the Sacrament is taken to the Communion stations.
Fraction Anthem

Hymn 335, vs 1-3, I am the bread of life
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Facing the people, the Bishop says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Ushers will direct the people to standing Communion stations.
Communion anthems
Here, O my Lord

Eleanor Daley, text by Horatius Bonar

Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face,
Here would I touch and handle things unseen,
Here grasp with firmer hand the eternal grace,
And all my weariness upon Thee lean.
Here would I feed upon the Bread of God,
Here drink with Thee, the royal Wine of heaven,
Here would I lay aside each earthly load,
And taste afresh the calm of sin forgiven.
This is the hour of banquet and of song,
This is the heavenly table spread for me,
Here let me feast, and feasting still prolong
The brief bright hour of fellowship with Thee. Amen.
Draw us in the Spirit's Tether

Harold Friedell, text by Percy Dearmer

Draw us in the Spirit’s tether; For when humbly, in thy name,
Two or three are met together, Thou art in the midst of them:
Alleluya! Alleluya! Touch we now thy garment’s hem.
As the faithful used to gather In the name of Christ to sup,
Then with thanks to God the Father Break the bread and bless the cup,
Alleluya! Alleluya! So knit thou our friendship up.
All our meals and all our living Make as sacraments of thee,
That by caring, helping, giving, We may true disciples be.
Alleluya! Alleluya! We will serve thee faithfully.
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Communion Hymn

Text: Henry Randolph, Tune: Kingsfold
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In place of the usual postcommunion prayer, a bishop leads the people in the following
Bishop

Let us pray.

The people stand.
Almighty Father, we thank you for feeding us with the holy food of the Body and
Blood of your Son, and for uniting us through him in the fellowship of your Holy
Spirit. We thank you for raising up among us faithful servants for the ministry of
your Word and Sacraments. We pray that Susan may be to us an effective
example in word and action, in love and patience, and in holiness of life. Grant
that we, with her, may serve you now, and always rejoice in your glory; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
People

Amen.

The new Bishop blesses the people, first saying
People

Our help is in the Name of the Lord;
the maker of heaven and earth.

New Bishop
People

Blessed be the Name of the Lord;
from this time forth for ever more.

New Bishop

The blessing, mercy, and grace of God Almighty, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you for ever.
Amen.

People
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Hymn in Procession

Deacon
People
Postlude

Hymn 410, Praise my soul the King of heaven

Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
Toccata, from ‘Symphony No. 5’, Charles-Marie Widor

All are invited to a reception following this liturgy.
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