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Minutes 

The 128th Annual Council of 

The Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia 

February 28 – 29, 2020 

Williamsburg Lodge and Conference Center 

Williamsburg, Virginia 

 

Friday, February 28 

Opening: 

At 9:30 a.m., the Rt. Rev. Susan B. Haynes, Bishop of the Diocese of Southern Virginia, called the 128th 

Annual Council to order. 

Opening worship was conducted by the Rev. Conor Alexander. 

Bishop’s Address: 

Bishop Haynes welcomed the delegates, alternates, and visitors to the opening session, and then 

proceeded to give the Bishop’s Annual Address to Council. Council responded to the address with a 

standing ovation. 

Opening Business and Organization of Council: 

The Rev. Charlie Bauer, Chairperson of the Committee on Credentials, certified that with 100 clergy, and 

81 congregations registered, a quorum was present.  

Bishop’s Appointments: 

Bishop Haynes announced the following appointments to Council Committees: 

 

CREDENTIALS 

The Rev. Charlie Bauer, Hickory Neck, Toano 

The Rev. Jacqueline Soltys, Grace, Yorktown 

Mr. Rusty Bishop, St. Timothy’s, Clarksville 

 

AGENDA FOR ANNUAL COUNCIL 

The Rt. Rev. Susan Haynes 

Secretary of the Diocese 
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Chair for Dispatch of Business 

Diocesan Staff Personnel 

Chancellor 

Chair of Constitution and Canons 

Chair of Resolutions and Memorials 

Chair of Liturgical Commission 

 

DISPATCH OF BUSINESS 

The Rev. Michael Stone, Christ Church, Amelia 

 

CONSTITUTION AND CANONS 

Mr. Samuel Webster, Ascension, Norfolk, Chair 

The Rev. Ned Haines 

The Rev. Dr. Connie Jones 

The Very Rev. John Rohrs, St. Andrew’s, Norfolk 

Mr. Tim Coyle, St. Andrew’s, Norfolk 

Mr. Rusty Bishop, St. Timothy’s, Clarksville 

 

RESOLUTIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The Very Rev. Keith Emerson, St. John’s, Suffolk 

The Very Rev. Dr. Stanley Sawyer, All Saints’, Virginia Beach 

Mrs. Janet Estes, Bruton Parish, Williamsburg 

Ms. Alice Webley, All Saints’, Virginia Beach 

 

PARLIAMENTARIAN 

Mr. Samuel Webster, Ascension, Norfolk 

 

JOURNAL OF COUNCIL 

The Rev. Ned Haines 
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The Rev. Canon Ed Tracy 

 

COMMITTEE TO CERTIFY THE MINUTES OF COUNCIL 

The Rev. Ned Haines 

The Rev. Elizabeth Felicetti, St. David’s, Chesterfield County 

The Very Rev. Dale Custer, St. John’s, Chester 

 

HEAD TELLER       

The Rev. Robert Gay 

 

Adoption of the Order of Business: 

The Rev. Michael Stone, Dispatch of Business, after making several announcements, moved adoption of 

the Order of Business of Council, as follows: 

1. Call to Order & Greeting from Bishop Haynes 

2. Opening Worship  

3. Report of the Committee on Credentials and Certification of Quorum  

4. Appointment of Council Committees & Parliamentarian 

5. Agenda / Order of Business / Announcements (Dispatch of Business)  

6. Adoption of Rules of Order of Council  

7. Approval of Minutes of Previous Council 

8. Seat and Voice to Non-Delegates  

9. Recognition of Visitors  

10. Receipt and Referral of Resolutions 

11. Appointment of Deans  

12. Election of Officers, Committees & Commissions Nominated by the Bishop  

13. Announcement of Executive Board Elections  

14. Welcome New Clergy  

15. Report of Committee on Status of Parishes and Missions 

16. Report of Committee on Nominations  
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17. First Ballot   

18. Bishop’s Presentation (10:15 am) 

19. Holy Eucharist (11:00 am)  

20.  Second Ballot  

21.  Standing Committee Report  

22.  Introduction of Postulants/Candidates 

23. Resolutions CON-1, C-1 

24. Chanco Report 

25. Keynote Session #1                                                 

26. Chanco Capital Campaign Presentation          

27. Episcopal Youth Community Report 

28. Deacon Presentation 

29. Worship 

30. Council Recess 

Saturday, February 17  

32. Opening Worship (9:30 am) 

33. ECW Report 

34. Keynote Session #2 

35. Addictions & Recovery Commission Report   

36. Cursillo Presentation  

37. Budget 

38. College Ministries Presentation  

39. Deacon Presentation 

40. Report from Missioner for Latino/Latina/LatinX Ministries 

41. Introduction of Diocesan Staff  

42.  Closing Worship / Council Adjourns 

 

The motion, duly seconded, passed unanimously. 
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Adoption of the Rules of Order: 

Bishop Haynes referred Council to the following proposed Rules of Order of Council: 

 

RULES OF ORDER FOR THE 128th ANNUAL COUNCIL, 2020 

I—ORGANIZATION 

Section 1. Council shall be opened each day at the time appointed with appropriate 
worship. 

Section 2. Council shall be duly organized when the President shall have taken the chair and 
satisfactory evidence of a quorum been made. 

Section 3. After the organization of Council, the President shall appoint the following 
Committees of Council: 

a. Credentials—A committee of two, one of each order. 
b. Agenda—A committee to expedite the Agenda of Council prior to Council and during it, if 

necessary. 
c. Dispatch of Business—One or more persons, the number to be determined by the 

President of Council, to expedite the business of council prior to and during the time of council.  
d. Constitution and Canons—A committee of six, three of each order, the duties of which 

are to consider proposed amendments to the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese both during and 
between Councils and to report to the Council with recommendations as to form or substance or both. 
Members of this committee take office at the conclusion of the Annual Council at which they are 
appointed. They serve continuously until their successors are appointed and take office. Interim 
appointments to fill vacancies may be made by the President of Council. 

e. Resolutions and Memorials—A committee of four, two of each order, to which shall be 
referred all proposed Resolutions and Memorials. This Committee is charged with editing, as appropriate 
or necessary, all material submitted as Resolutions or Memorials, reporting them, if deemed in order, to 
Council with or without recommendation(s).  Excepted are those which under these Rules are properly 
referable to some other committee.  

f. Journal of Council—A committee of two, of which the Secretary of the Diocese shall be 
chairperson, charged with the preparation of the Journal of Council for publication. 

g. Committee to Certify the Minutes of Council -- a committee of three, one of whom shall 
be the Diocesan Secretary, who shall certify the Minutes of Council prior to publication of the Journal. 
 

Section 4. The President may appoint a Parliamentarian for any meeting of Council. 

Section 5. An Agenda and an Order of Business shall be early enacted. They shall allow for 
reports and addresses, elections, petitions, program and budget, and matters pertaining to the schedule 
of Council. 

II—PROCEDURE FOR DEBATE AND ACTION 

Section 1. The Rules of Order as last enacted shall remain in force until changed by a later 
Council. 
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Section 2. All resolutions, including those for the Rules of Order of Council, shall be 
submitted to the Secretary of the Diocese sixty days prior to Council’s annual convening, which will allow 
for their dissemination to delegates prior to the annual meeting. Such resolutions shall automatically be 
deemed in possession of Council.  

a. Resolutions, including those for the Rules of Order of Council, not previously submitted 
to the Secretary of the Diocese for this Council will be permitted from the floor upon a two-thirds vote 
only at the start of the first business session of Council and only when they carry a clear statement in 
writing of the circumstances that led to the request for their consideration.  Such resolutions should be 
duplicated in advance. 

b. No other substantive resolutions shall be later introduced unless two-thirds (2/3) of those 
present shall consent. 

Section 3. Resolutions affecting the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese not submitted 
sixty days prior to the convening of Council may be introduced only if: 

a. They are designated as “emergency” by the President of Council; and  
b. They are accepted as an item of business by two-thirds (2/3) of delegates voting. 

Section 4. All main motions and amendments shall be reduced to writing and read by the 
Secretary of the Council before they shall be debated; and none shall be debated until seconded. 

Section 5. All motions affecting the Rules of Order of Council shall be submitted as an early 
order of business at Council, and opportunity shall be given for the offering of such motions.  Motions 
affecting the Rules of Order not submitted sixty days in advance of council in accordance with Section 1 
must receive a two-thirds majority in order to be enacted. 

Section 6. No new motion or proposition shall be admitted under color of an amendment 
or substitute for the matter under consideration.  

Section 7. If the question under debate contains several distinct propositions, the same shall 
be divided at the request of any member, and a vote taken separately, except that a motion to strike out 
and insert shall be indivisible.  

Section 8. When a proposed amendment is under consideration, a motion to amend the 
same may be made, but no further amendment to such second amendment shall be in order; but a 
substitute to both amendments may be received, and if adopted, shall operate as an amendment to the 
original proposition. 

Section 9. When a question is under consideration, no motion shall be received except to 
adjourn, to lay it upon the table, for the previous question, to postpone to a certain time, to postpone 
indefinitely, to commit it, to amend it or to substitute for amendments as in the last section, to limit or 
extend the limits of debate, to suspend rules, or to go into informal consideration of the matter at hand; 
and motions for any of these purposes shall have precedence in the order herein named. However, a 
motion to table, to move the previous question, to postpone or to commit a resolution shall not be in 
order unless opportunity to speak on the resolution has been afforded to at least two proponents and 
two opponents. If a motion to lay an amendment on the table is adopted, the matter before the Council 
shall be considered as if no such amendment had been offered. 
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Section 10. Motions to lay on the table or adjourn shall be decided without debate; and such 
motions shall always be in order, except while a member has the floor, or a vote on any question is being 
taken. Until decided, all debate, amendments, and other motions shall be out of order.  

Section 11. Motions for the previous question, i.e., to close debate and proceed immediately 
to vote on the pending question, shall not be debatable and shall be decided by a majority vote. 

Section 12. When a question has been decided by the Council or postponed indefinitely, a 
motion to reconsider can only be made by one member and seconded by another who voted with the 
majority. A motion to reconsider must be made the same day the vote is taken, or on the succeeding day.  

Section 13. When a member desires to speak or present any matter to the Council, the 
member shall rise and respectfully address the President, and shall confine all remarks to the question 
under debate, avoiding all personalities. On debatable matters under consideration, speakers may 
address Council for up to three minutes, except that upon request, a majority vote may extend this time 
to a length specified; and no speaker shall be heard more than once upon the same motion or amendment 
until all others desiring to speak have had opportunity. 

Section 14. If any member trespasses the Rules of Order of Council, the President shall, or 
any other members may, call that person to order, in which case the member so called to order shall 
immediately be seated, unless permitted to explain, until the question of the order is decided by the 
President. 

Section 15. All questions of order shall be decided by the President without debate, but any 
member may appeal such decision, and on such appeal no member shall speak more than once without 
the permission of the Council.  

Section 16. The names of the movers of all resolutions shall appear upon the Minutes of 
Council. In order to be considered by Council, all resolutions must be moved by: 

a. A member of Council as defined in Article IV of the Constitution of the Episcopal Church 
in the Diocese of Southern Virginia; or, 

b. A majority vote of a duly called meeting of the vestry of a parish or organized mission 
which is entitled to one or more lay delegates at Council as defined in Article IV of the Constitution of the 
Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Southern Virginia; or, 

c. A majority vote of a duly called meeting of the Executive Board, any Department or 
Committee of the Executive Board, Commission of the Diocese, Committee of the Diocese, Committee of 
Council or Corporation of the Diocese of Southern Virginia. 
 

Section 17. When two or more members rise at once, the President shall say who is entitled 
to the floor, and from such decision there shall be no appeal. 

Section 18. The vote on any question shall be taken by ayes and noes, unless five members 
demand a vote by orders, as required by the Constitution. 

Section 19. Every member who may be in the house when the question is put shall vote, 
unless the Council, for special reasons, shall excuse a member from voting. 
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Section 20. No member shall vote upon a question in the decision of which that member is 
immediately and personally interested.  

Section 21. Upon a division and count no member shall be counted who is not within the 
limits assigned as seats of members. 

Section 22. The reports of all committees shall be in writing, and all reports recommending 
or requiring any action or expression of opinion by the Council, shall be accompanied by the proper 
resolutions expressing the same for the consideration of the Council. 

Section 23. Motions affecting the Constitution or Canons of the Diocese which have passed a 
first reading in the previously appropriate Council shall be called up for action before consideration is 
given to any new or revised alternatives dealing with substantially the same substance. 

Section 24. Except when in conflict with church Constitution or Canons, or any Rule of Order 
herein contained, the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern the interpretation of these 
Rules and the procedure to be followed in Council.  

III—ELECTIONS 

Section 1. Thirty days, or more, before the meeting of Council, the Bishop shall appoint a 
Chairperson of Tellers for the ensuing meeting. 

Section 2. The duties of the Chairperson of Tellers shall be as follows: 

a. With the advice and consent of the Bishop, to appoint eight or more people to serve as 
Tellers. 

b. To supervise the recording of nominations; to be responsible for the preparation of 
ballots; to supervise the distribution and collection of ballots at the time of voting; to supervise the 
tabulation of votes; and, as directed by the Bishop, to make report to the Council the results of the 
balloting. 

c. To see that suitable receptacles are provided for the receiving of ballots; and that 
quarters, tally sheets, and other necessary supplies are available for the work of the tellers. 
 

Section 3. All elections shall be by secret ballot, except in cases where the number of 
nominees equals the number of offices to be filled. Then the election may be by unanimous consent, the 
Secretary of the Council casting the unanimous ballot of the Council for the nominee or nominees. 

Section 4. All nominations shall be made as an early item of business (in Council). After the 
nominations for each office have been closed by vote of Council, no further nominations may be made. 
However, “write-ins” at the time of balloting will be valid. 

Section 5. Ballots shall be in printed form.  The names of the nominees and any other 
information concerning the number to be elected for each office and from each category, the 
requirements for election or such other information as may be needed will be printed on the ballots. 
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Section 6. The Committee on Credentials shall furnish the Chairperson of the Tellers before 
the time of voting one list of the clerical delegates eligible to vote and one list of the lay delegates eligible 
to vote.  These lists shall be in alphabetical order. 

Section 7. Elections shall be an order of business as early as possible and shall continue until 
completed. The Council may proceed with other business while votes are being tabulated, but reports of 
the Tellers and re-balloting, if necessary, shall take precedence over all other business.  

Section 8. The procedure of voting shall be as follows:  

a. Secret ballots from both clerical and lay delegates shall be received by the Tellers.  
b. If voting on the first ballot does not produce the majority needed to elect persons for all 

the offices to be filled by a majority vote, the number of candidates on the next ballot will be reduced by 
a number equal to one-half (1/2) of the number of candidates in excess of those needed to be elected. 
The number of candidates in excess of those needed to be elected is defined as the number of remaining 
unelected candidates minus the number of offices remaining to be filled (rounding off to the larger rather 
than the smaller number of candidates for the next ballot).  This procedure shall be used on subsequent 
ballots until such time as each and every person to be elected has received a majority vote.   

c. In case of electing Deputies and Alternates to General Convention, the following 
procedure shall be used: 

1.         Balloting for Deputies shall continue according to Rule of Order III, Section 8.b until 
the total number of persons elected by majority vote equals the total number of Deputies 
required to be elected. The persons elected shall be ranked first by the ballot on which 
they were elected (the earlier ballot having higher rank) and second, within that ballot by 
the total votes cast for each candidate (the candidate with the higher number of votes 
having the higher rank). 
 
2.         Balloting for Alternates shall continue according to Rule of Order III, Section 8.b 
until the total number of persons elected by majority vote equals the total number of 
Alternates required to be elected. The persons elected shall be ranked first by the ballot 
on which they were elected (the earlier ballot having higher rank) and second, within that 
ballot by the total votes cast for each candidate (the candidate with the higher number 
of votes having the higher rank). 

 

Section 9. When the balloting has been concluded, the tellers shall retire and tabulate the 
votes, reporting the result as outlined above. 

Section 10. When any re-balloting has been concluded, the tellers shall retire and tabulate 
the votes, reporting the result as outlined above.  

IV—GENERAL REGULATIONS 

Section 1. Members of Council shall attend all sessions unless by urgent cause prevented. 

Section 2. The President shall, at his discretion, designate seats outside the limits of those 
allotted to the use of members for the seating of visitors to Council. 
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On due motion and second, the Rules of Order were adopted. 

 

Minutes of the 127th Annual Council: 

Bishop Haynes noted that the minutes of the 127th Annual Council had been certified and published. On 

due motion, and second, the minutes of the 127th Annual Council were accepted. 

Seat and Voice: 

Bishop Haynes referred Council to the proposed list of those to be granted seat and voice as follows: 

 

POSTULANTS AND CANDIDATES FOR HOLY ORDERS 

Ms. Donna Hines – Grace, Yorktown 

Ms. Darlene Jackson – St. Cyprian’s, Hampton 

Ms. Grace Martien – Bruton Parish, Williamsburg 

Mr. Daniel Toven – Christ & St. Luke’s, Norfolk 

Ms. Jean Vinson – Galilee, Virginia Beach 

Ms. Anne Zobel – All Saints, Virginia Beach 

 

PAROCHIAL CLERGY & RETIRED CLERGY (NON-CANONICALLY RESIDENT) 

The Rev. Martin Bagay, AT 

The Rev. David Boyd, TX 

The Rev. Carol Chamberlain, PA 

The Rev. Tom Crittenden, SWVA 

The Rev. Morgan Gardner, WNC 

The Rev. Robert Gilman, SWVA 

The Rev. Tom Haynes, NIN 

The Rev. Tim Jones, USC 

The Rev. John Kerr, Church of England 

The Rev. Alan Mead, CP 

The Rev. Chuck Mullaly, VA 

The Rev. Penny Nash, VA 
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The Rev. Susan Norris, NJ 

The Rev. Churchill Pinder, CP 

The Rev. Edith Raby, CFLA 

The Rev. Sue Reid, OLY 

The Rev. Peter Stimpson, NJ 

The Rev. Marc Vance, IN 

 

COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVES 

Zachary Berry – Hampden-Sydney College 

Daniel Marsden – Hampden-Sydney College 

Nathan McVey – Hampden-Sydney College 

Alexandra Sears – Christopher Newport University 

Michael Van Citters – Hampden-Sydney College 

Helen Pemberton – Chaplain at Hampden-Sydney College and Longwood University 

College of William & Mary Canterburians 

 

YOUTH PRESENCE AT COUNCIL 

Hannah Beach – St. John’s, Hampton 

Madeline Hanlon – Hickory Neck, Toano 

Susan Sale – St. Andrew’s, Newport News 

Xavier Seiler – Hickory Neck, Toano 

Ness Smock – EYC Board President, St. Andrew’s, Newport News 

Patti Glowatsky – Ascension, Norfolk, Adult Advisor 

Cameron Taylor – Chanco on the James, Adult Advisor 

 

OTHER 

The Very Rev. Cynthia Kittredge, Keynote Speaker 

Canon Lynn Farlin, Canon for Christian Formation 

Ms. Megan Dern, Youth Missioner 
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Ms. Judy Dobson, Comptroller 

Ms. Ann Turner, Communications Officer 

Mr. Gareth Kalfas, Executive Director, Chanco on the James 

 

On due motion and second, these persons were granted seat and voice. 

 

Ecumenical Guests: 

Bishop Haynes recognized the following Ecumenical Guests to Council: 

     Bishop Robert Humphrey – Virginia Synod, Lutheran Church 

     Deacon Gary Harmeyer – Catholic Deacon, Holy Apostles, Virginia Beach 

     

Resolutions at this Council: 

The Rev. Keith Emmerson, Chairperson of the Resolutions and Memorials Committee, reported that his 

committee would be presenting three courtesy resolutions and nine memorial resolutions for adoption 

at this council.  

Mr. Sam Webster, Chairperson of the Constitution and Canons Committee, reported that his committee 

would be presenting one Constitutional amendment (on second reading)., and one Canonical 

amendment for adoption at this council. Additionally, several resolutions referred to Council by the 

General Convention, will be presented. 

Bishop Haynes asked if there were any “newly occasioned” resolutions to be presented. There were 

none. 

 

Courtesy Resolution CR-1: 

The Rev. Susan Grimm moved adoption of the following courtesy resolution in gratitude for the service 

of the Rt. Rev. Jay Magness as Bishop Pro Tempore of the Diocese of Southern Virginia. 

COURTESY RESOLUTION 

THE RT. REVEREND JAMES B. MAGNESS 

WHEREAS,  James B. (Jay) Magness has served as Bishop Diocesan Pro Tempore in the Diocese of 

Southern Virginia since January 1, 2019; having previously served with distinction as a 

Navy Chaplain and as Bishop Suffragan for the Armed Forces and Federal Ministries, 

and 
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WHEREAS,  during this time he introduced the diocese to the Fresh Expressions movement, 

provided administrative leadership and pastoral care, ordained a deacon, celebrated 

new ministries, brought together convocations for missional discernment, maintained 

an engaging on-line presence, and lived with Chanco campers over the course of the 

summer; and, 

WHEREAS, he performed this ministry with energy, enthusiasm, and great personal warmth; and, 

WHEREAS,  Bishop Jay’s ministry as Bishop Diocesan Pro Tempore ended with the consecration of 

The Rt. Rev. Susan B. Haynes on February 1, 2020 as the 11th Bishop of our diocese; now 

therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that this 128th Annual Council of the Diocese of Southern Virginia offer its deep thanks to 

The Rt. Rev. James B. Magness for his dedication and service to our diocese; and be it 

further 

RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to Bishop Jay as a gesture of appreciation for a job well 

done.   

The motion passed unanimously, and Council responded with a standing ovation.  

Convocation Deans: 

Bishop Haynes announced the appointment of the following Deans of Convocations. 

     Convocation I – The Very Rev. Rick Willis 

     Convocation II – The Very Rev. Stan Sawyer 

     Convocation III – The Very Rev. John Rohrs 

     Convocation IV – The Very Rev. Keith Emerson 

     Convocation V – The Very Rev. Ron Ramsey 

     Convocation VI – The Very Rev. Charles Moore 

     Convocation VII – The Very Rev. Dale Custer 

     Convocation VIII – The Very Rev. Nancy Meck 

     Convocation IX – The Very Rev. Susan Grimm 

 

Bishop’s Nominations: 

Bishop Haynes announced her nominations for the election of Diocesan Officers, Committees, and 

Commissions as follows: 
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CHANCELLOR (Article XIII) 

Mr. Sam Webster, Ascension, Norfolk 

 

VICE-CHANCELLOR (Article XIII) 

Mr. Tim Coyle, St. Andrew’s, Norfolk 

 

HISTORIOGRAPHER (Article XIV) 

The Rev. William Taylor, St. John’s, Hopewell 

 

COMMISSION ON MINISTRY (Canon XII) 

The Rev. Mimi Lacy, Emmanuel, Virginia Beach (Chair) 

The Rev. Andy Buchanan, Galilee, Virginia Beach 

The Rev. Scott Hennessey, St. Paul’s, Norfolk 

Ms. Isabel Burch, Bruton Parish, Williamsburg 

The Very Rev. Ron Ramsey, St. Cyprian’s, Hampton 

The Rev. Brenda Overfield, St. Matthias, Midlothian 

Mr. Rusty Bishop, St. Timothy’s, Clarksville 

The Rev. Jan Brown, Bruton Parish, Williamsburg 

Ms. Caryl Felty, All Saints, Virginia Beach 

 

COMMISSION ON STATUS OF PARISHES AND MISSIONS (Canon XIII) 

The Rev. Eve Butler-Gee, Martin’s Brandon, Disputanta 

Mr. James Clements, Martin’s Brandon, Disputanta 

Ms. Kathy Clements, Martin’s Brandon, Disputanta 

The Rev. Lisa Green, St. Martin’s, Williamsburg 

Ms. Lucy Jones Rothnie, Hickory Neck, Toano 

Mr. Raymond Gallagher, Christ Church, Amelia 
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COMMISSION ON CHURCH ARCHITECTURE (Canon XXVIII) 

Mr. Scott Spence, Bruton Parish, Williamsburg, Chair 

 

COMMISSION ON CHURCH INDEBTEDNESS (Canon XXVII) 

Mr. Charles Marks III, St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach 

 

CHURCH PENSION COMMISSION (Canon XXIV) 

The Rt. Rev. Susan B. Haynes 

Mr. Edwin Kellam, Good Shepherd, Norfolk 

Mr. Charles Marks III, St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach 

 

On due motion and second, these persons were elected. 

 

 Elections to the Executive Board: 

Bishop Haynes announced the following elections to the Executive Board at Convocation Pre-Council 

Meetings:  

     Convocation I – The Rev. Bob Coniglio 

     Convocation III – The Rev. Stewart Tabb 

     Convocation IV – The Rev. Scott Baker 

     Convocation V – Jacqueline Bontemps 

     Convocation VIII – The Rev. John Boucher 

     Convocation IX – The Rev. Jon Anderson 

Bishop Haynes thanked the outgoing members: Rev Dan Crockett, the Rev. James Medley, The Rev. 

Derek Harbin, Ms. Bettyrene Pope, The Rev. Martha Jenkins, and Mr. Rusty Bishop. 

The Executive Board 

Convocation I The Rev. Robert Coniglio 

Ms. Sharon Parker 

2023 

2022 

Convocation II The Rev. Julia Messer 

Ms. Jeanne Hoerr 

2021 

2022 
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Convocation III The Rev. Stewart Tabb 

Ms. Michele McCoy 

2023 

2022 

Convocation IV The Rev. Scott Baker 

Mr. Philip Ford 

2023 

2021 

Convocation V The Rev. Bruce Cheney 

Dr. Jacqueline Bontemps 

2021 

2023 

Convocation VI The Rev. Eve Butler-Gee 

Ms. Robin Magee 

2023 

2021 

Convocation VII The Rev. Gini DiStanislao 

Mr. Roy McLeod 

2021 

2022 

Convocation VIII The Rev. John Boucher 

Ms. Lauraetta Yates 

2023 

2022 

Convocation IX The Rev. Jon Anderson 

TBD 

2022 

2023 

 

Memorial Resolution M-1: 

The Rev. Stan Sawyer, for the Resolutions and Memorial Committee, moved the adoption of Memorial 

Resolution M-1 as follows: 

MEMORIAL RESOLUTION 

THE REVEREND HARRY WILSON CRANDALL 

WHEREAS, it has pleased God to call Harry Wilson Crandall, Priest, to his heavenly home on May 14, 

2019; and, 

WHEREAS, this native of Portland, Maine, born into an Army family on March 30, 1932, on Great 

Diamond Island in Casco Bay, spent his youth as a self-professed “army brat,” used to moving as his 

father changed military assignments; and, 

WHEREAS, after graduating from high school, he attended the West Point Prep School, and then he 

received an appointment from President Harry S. Truman to the U.S.M.A. at West Point as a member of 

the Class of 1956, where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree and received his commission; and 

WHEREAS, Harry Wilson Crandall carried out his active duty in accordance with the highest traditions of 

the U.S. Army across our Country and the world, supported by his wife Kitty, the love of his life, whom 

he met while attending Armor School at Fort Knox; and, 
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WHEREAS, after retirement from the Army with the Rank of LCOL, in 1980, he responded to God’s call to 

ordained ministry, taking with him to seminary his wife, 2 kids, a mother-in-law and a dog; and,  

WHEREAS, Harry Wilson Crandall, obtained his Master in Divinity degree from the School of Theology at 

the University of the South, Sewanee, Tennessee in 1983; and 

WHEREAS, he was ordained Deacon in 1983, and Priest in 1984, by Bishop Claude Charles Vache´; and,  

WHEREAS, he served God as Rector at Hungars Parish, Bridgetown, 1983-2002, where he was available 

whenever a parishioner was in need, and where he preached of God’s love for all in a warm and assuring 

way; and 

WHEREAS, his work in the Diocese in the area of Communications was much appreciated both in the 

Diocese and the larger Church for which in 1998 he became the first Priest to receive the Janet Pierce 

Award, the highest honor given to Episcopal Communicators, and, 

WHEREAS, his love for all people continued in retirement through his volunteer work at the hospital, 

visiting the elderly, and infirmed, and work with Habitat for Humanity, United Way and Eastern Shore 

College Foundation;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this 128th Annual Council of the Diocese of Southern Virginia 

give thanks for the gentle and faith filled witness offered to the Glory of God by Harry Wilson Crandall, 

during 36 years of ordained ministry; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Council extend its heartfelt sympathy to the family of Harry Wilson 

Crandall; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be spread across the minutes and books of 

Council, and that a copy be sent to his beloved wife of 55 years, Kitty. 

 

After observing a moment of silence, the resolution passed unanimously. 

Memorial Resolution M-2: 

The Rev. Keith Emmerson moved the adoption of Memorial Resolution M-2 as follows: 

MEMORIAL RESOLUTION 

THE REVEREND NORMAN ANDREW CREWS 

 

WHEREAS,  it has pleased God to call Norman Andrew Crews to his heavenly home on March 1, 

2019; and, 

WHEREAS,  Norman was born in Sapulpa, OK in 1935, the son of Norman and Mildred Crews; and, 

WHEREAS,  he earned a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Nebraska in 1970; and  

WHEREAS,  he was a decorated Lieutenant Colonel in the United States Army; and, 
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WHEREAS, Norm discerned a call to the ordained ministry and enrolled at General Theological 

Seminary, earning a Master of Divinity degree in 1985; and, 

WHEREAS,  The Rt. Rev. Charles Vache ordained Norm a Deacon in the Episcopal Church on May 25, 

1985 and a Priest on March 1 of the following year; and, 

WHEREAS,  he served as rector of the Church of the Good Shepherd and Calvary Church, Bath Parish 

in McKenney from 1985 through 1988; and 

WHEREAS,  in 1988, Norman accepted a call to serve as rector of Emmanuel Church in Covington, 

VA, also filling the role of Chaplain to Boys Home beginning in 1997; and 

WHEREAS,  after retiring from active ministry Norm returned to Southern Virginia, settling down in 

Virginia Beach; and 

WHEREAS,  he is survived by his loving wife Nordleen; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that this 128th Annual Council of the Diocese of Southern Virginia gives thanks for the 

lifetime of dedicated service, including thirty-four years in the ordained ministry, offered 

to God’s glory by The Reverend Norman Andrew Crews; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that this Council extend its heartfelt sympathy to his family; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be spread across the minutes and books of Council and that a 

copy be sent to his wife, Nordi. 

After observing a moment of silence, the resolution passed unanimously. 

Memorial Resolution M-3: 

The Rev. Stans Sawyer moved the adoption of Memorial Resolution M-3 as follows: 

MEMORIAL RESOLUTION THE REVEREND WAYNE CARLTON HODGE, SR. 

WHEREAS, it has pleased God to call Wayne Carlton Hodge, Sr., Priest, to his heavenly home on March 

15, 2019; and, 

WHEREAS, this native of Martinsville, Virginia, born on December 9, 1946, grew up with a great love of 

nature, art, and intellectual pursuits of all kinds; and, 

WHEREAS, he obtained his Bachelor of Science degree from Virginia State University in 1970, and 

married his beloved wife Shirley that same year; and, 

WHEREAS, he obtained his Master of Arts degree from Hollins University in 1980; and,  
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WHEREAS, he worked professionally as an alternative education instructor and provided counseling 

services for a long-term substance recovery program; continued his love of art through his paintings 

which were presented at local art shows; and 

WHEREAS, Wayne Carlton Hodge, Sr., responded to God’s call to ordained ministry by entering the 

Virginia Theological Seminary in 1986; and, 

WHEREAS, he obtained his Master in Divinity from the Virginia Theological Seminary in 1989; and, 

WHEREAS, he was ordained Deacon in 1989 by Bishop Arthur Heath Light, and Priest in 1990 by Bishop 

Claude Charles Vaché; and, 

WHEREAS, he served God as Vicar at St. Mark’s, Suffolk, for one year as a Deacon, and then as a Priest, 

1989-2000; working tirelessly to have an open and personal rapport with parishioners and lending his 

voice to important social causes in the larger community; and,  

WHEREAS, during his ministry at St. Mark’s, the congregation received Parish Status for the first time in 

its history; and, 

WHEREAS, he continued to serve God as Rector at St. Mark’s until in the summer of 1999 he suffered a 

massive stroke which left him with permanent physical challenges; and,  

WHEREAS, with the ongoing love and support of his wife Shirley until her death in 2015, and then from 

his children and friends, he continued to embrace life with dignity, hope and humor which was always a 

part of his personality; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this 128th Annual Council of the Diocese of Southern Virginia 

give thanks for the faith-filled witness offered to the Glory of God by Wayne Carlton Hodge, Sr., during 

30 years of ordained ministry. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Council extend its heartfelt sympathy to the family of Wayne Carlton 

Hodge, Sr.; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be spread across the minutes and books of 

Council, and that a copy be sent to his family. 

After observing a moment of silence, the resolution passed unanimously. 

New Clergy: 

Bishop Haynes called forward for recognition the following clergy new to the diocese since the last 

annual council. 

Name From Diocese of Serving 
 
Phil Bjornberg Connecticut                    Rector – St. James, Accomac  
    & St. George’s, Pungoteague 
 
Sean Cox Indianapolis  Priest-in-Charge – St. Luke’s 
    Powhatan 
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Tom Crittenden Southwest VA Interim – Grace, Yorktown 
 
Keith Gentry Newark  Priest-in-Charge – St. Paul & 
    St. Andrew, Kenbridge 
 
Tom Haynes Northern Indiana             Rector – Christ the King, Tabb  
 
Roy Hoffman Retired Navy Chap.        Canon to the Bishop Diocesan 
 
Tim Jones  Upper SC                         Rector – St. John’s, Halifax 
 
Mario Melendez Western Newfoundland Co-Pastor – Holy Apostles, 
 Anglican Church of Canada Virginia Beach & Missioner  
    for Latino Ministries 
 
Penny Nash Virginia  Interim – St. Michael’s, 
    Colonial Heights 
 
Roger Robillard Virginia                      Priest-in-Charge –  
                        St. Barnabas, North Chesterfield 
 
Marc Vance Indianapolis  Associate Rector-  
    St. Andrew’s, Newport News 
 

Status of Parishes & Missions: 

The Rev. Eve Butler-Gee gave the report of the Committee on the Status of Parishes and Missions. The 

report noted that in the Diocese there are 84 parishes, 16 missions, and 1 ecumenical community for a 

total of 101 congregations. Additionally, there are 4 chapels and 6 shrines. 

The Rev. Eve Butler-Gee moved adoption of the following resolution: Resolved that, having satisfied all 

canonical requirements, St Simon’s By the Sea be admitted as a parish in union with council. The motion 

passed unanimously. Following the vote, members of St. Simon’s By the Sea processed into council 

chambers behind their church banner and were greeted with a congratulatory standing ovation. 

 

Virginia Council of Churches: 

Bishop Haynes introduced Ms. Barbara Crump from the Virginia Council of Churches. Ms. Crump 

addressed Council with greetings from the VCC. 

 

Report of the Nominations Committee: 

Mr. Rusty Bishop, a member of the Diocesan Nominating Committee, nominated the following slate for 

election: 
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     Standing Committee – Lay (one to be elected) 

          Rusty Bishop 

     Standing Committee – Clergy (one to be elected) 

          The Rev. Dale Custer 

          The Rev. Les Ferguson 

          The Rev. Andie Wigodsky Rohrs 

          The Rev. Frederick Walker 

     Provincial Synod – Lay (one to be elected) 

          Rusty Bishop 

     Disciplinary Board – Lay (one to be elected) 

          Carolyn Kelly 

     Disciplinary Board – Clergy (two to be elected) 

          The Rev. Jacqueline Soltys 

          The Rev. Grant Stokes 

     General Convention – Lay Deputies (four to be elected) 

          Nancy LeCuyer Beach 

          Rusty Bishop 

         Suzanne Daniel 

          Claire Harbin 

          Toni Hogg 

          Gretchen Hood 

          Scott Norris 

          Pam Pringle 

          Helen Sharpe-Williams 

          Alice Webley 

          Sam Webster 

     General Convention – Clergy Deputies (four to be elected) 

          The Rev. Jennifer Andrews-Weckerly 

          The Rev. Cathy Boyd 
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          The Rev. Ron Ramsey 

          The Rev. Carter Sinclair 

 

Bishop Haynes opened the floor for further nomination. There being none, on due motion and second, 

the nominations were closed. 

First Ballot: 

The Rev. Bob Gay moved that, in accordance with the Rules of Order (III, Section 3), in the elections of 

Standing Committee – Lay,  Provincial Synod – Lay, Disciplinary Board – Lay, Disciplinary Board – Clergy, 

and General Convention Deputies – Clergy, in which the number of nominees equals the number to be 

elected, by unanimous consent, and that the Secretary be instructed to cast a unanimous ballot for 

those so nominated. The motion, duly seconded, passed unanimously. 

The Rev. Bob Gay explained the voting procedure for the two remaining offices, and Council proceeded 

to take the first ballot. 

Council Eucharist & Lunch: 

The Rev. Ed Tracy and the Rev. Derek Harbin, in turn, explained the options for lunch and the 

procedures for the Council Eucharist. 

At 11:30 the Council Eucharist was conducted with Bishop Haynes, Celebrant and The Very Rev. Cynthia 

Kittredge, Preacher. 

Following the Eucharist, Council recessed for lunch and reconvened at 2:30 p.m. 

Second Ballot: 

The Rev. Bob Gay reported that on the first ballot there was no election in the Standing Committee – 

Clergy. On the second ballot the Rev. Frederick Walker will be removed from consideration. In the 

General Convention – Lay category, Sam Webster was elected. On the second ballot Suzanne Daniel, 

Gretchen Hood, and Scott Norris would be removed from consideration. 

To determine the chairperson of the General Convention deputation, delegates were instructed to vote 

for one of the four clergy deputies who were elected earlier by acclamation. The person receiving the 

most votes in the clergy and lay order will be the chairperson. 

Council proceeded to cast the second ballot. 

Memorial Resolution M-4: 

The Rev Keith Emmerson moved the adoption of Memorial Resolution M-4 as follows: 
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MEMORIAL RESOLUTION 

THE REVEREND CHARLES L. JOHNSON 

 

WHEREAS,  it has pleased God to call Charles L. Johnson to his heavenly home on June 11, 2019; 

and, 

WHEREAS,  Charlie was born in Four Oaks, N.C. in 1937, the son of Ira and Cathra Johnson; and, 

WHEREAS,  he married Virginia S. Johnson on July 29, 1961, a union producing two children, 

Stephen and Paul; and 

WHEREAS,  he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Church History from Roanoke College in 1962 

prior to answering God’s call and enrolling at Virginia Theological Seminary, earning a 

Master of Divinity degree in 1965; and, 

WHEREAS,  The Rt. Rev. Robert Fisher Gibson ordained Charlie a Deacon in the Episcopal Church on 

June 12, 1965 and a Priest on June 18 of the following year; and, 

WHEREAS,  Charlie’s extensive record of service includes serving as Rector of St. Barnabas Church in 

North Chesterfield from 1976-1980 and Interim Rector of St. Michael’s Church in Bon Air 

from 2004-2006; and 

WHEREAS,  his warm smile, gentle demeanor, and light-hearted presence, combined with his 

exceptional skills in congregational development, enabled him to minister effectively in 

a variety of settings and situations; and, 

WHEREAS,  he was a supportive and caring colleague, especially in his ministry to retired clergy and 

spouses; and, 

WHEREAS,  Charlie is survived by Ginny, his loving wife for nearly 58 years, his two sons, their 

spouses, two granddaughters, and two brothers, Joseph and Larry; now therefore let it 

be 

RESOLVED, that this 128th Annual Council of the Diocese of Southern Virginia gives thanks for the 

lifetime of dedicated service, including fifty-four years in the ordained ministry, offered 

to God’s glory by The Reverend Charles L. Johnson; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that this Council extend its heartfelt sympathy to his family; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be spread across the minutes and books of Council and 

that a copy be sent to his wife, Ginny Johnson. 
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Following a moment of silence, Memorial Resolution M-4 passed unanimously. 

Memorial Resolution M-5: 

The Rev. Anne Kirchmier moved the adoption of Memorial Resolution M-5 as follows: 

MEMORIAL RESOLUTION 
JOHN BURGESS MEEK, JR. 

WHEREAS, it pleased God to call John Burgess Meek, Jr. to his heavenly home on October 10, 2019; 

and, 

WHEREAS, this native of Huntington, West Virginia graduated from Woodbury Forest School and 

attended Yale University where he was president of Beta Theta Pi fraternity, a member 

of Skull and Bones, and an NROTC scholar, receiving the Naval Sword for Outstanding 

Midshipman of Connecticut; and, 

WHEREAS, John Burgess Meek, Jr. married his beloved Sally Ann Cooke in Charleston, West Virginia 

on June 17, 1961, attended submarine school in New London, Connecticut that same 

year, and then moved to Norfolk, Virginia to faithfully serve his country as a midshipman 

and Lt. Junior Grade on the submarine USS Argonaut for four years; and, 

WHEREAS,  after military service, he began his business career as a chemical engineer and later Vice 

President at Celanese and, also, President of Industrial Design and Manufacturing; and, 

WHEREAS, throughout the fifty-eight years spent in his adopted home of Norfolk, Virginia, John 

lived a commitment to supporting the arts, serving as President of the Virginia 

Symphony and President and Interim Director of The Hermitage Museum and Gardens; 

and, 

WHEREAS, after his retirement, John enjoyed golfing, bridge, music, reading, his schnauzer Roxie, 

doing Sudoku and crossword puzzles (always in pen, never in pencil), and, most 

enthusiastically, spending as much time as possible in Duck, North Carolina with family 

and friends; and, 

WHEREAS, he faithfully attended The Episcopal Church of the Good Shepherd in Norfolk, Virginia 

for over five decades, serving on the Vestry as both Senior Warden and Chair of 

Stewardship; and, 

WHEREAS, he also served The Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia with membership on the 

Standing Committee, the Executive Board, the Program, Budget and Review Committee, 

the Stewardship Commission, and as Treasurer of the diocese from 2011 to 2018 where 
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he was an ardent champion of parish support and involvement in diocesan programs 

and funding; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that this 128th Annual Council of the Diocese of Southern Virginia give thanks for the 

vibrant and faithful witness offered to the Glory of God by John Burgess Meek, Jr.; and 

be it further 

RESOLVED, that this council extend its heartfelt sympathy to the family of John Burgess Meek, Jr.; 

and be it further 

RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be spread across the minutes and books of Council, and 

that a copy be sent to his beloved wife Sally, his two children, and six grandchildren. 

Following a moment of silence, Memorial Resolution M-5 passed unanimously 

Memorial Resolution M-6: 

The Rev. Keith Emmerson moved the adoption of Memorial Resolution M-6 as follows: 

MEMORIAL RESOLUTION 

FATHER JAMES E. PARKE 

 

WHEREAS,  it has pleased God to call James E. Parke to his heavenly home on April 22, 2019; and, 

WHEREAS,  Jim was born in in McKeesport, PA on May 17, 1939, the son of Byron and Ruth Parke; 

and, 

WHEREAS,  in his youth Jim was active in scouting, attaining the award of Eagle Scout; and 

WHEREAS,  he earned a Master’s Degree in Theology from St. Mary’s Seminary and answered God’s 

call to holy orders, being ordain a priest of the Roman Catholic Church on May 1, 1965; 

and, 

WHEREAS,  this faithful servant of God lived out his vows in a variety of educational, parish, and 

diocesan settings; and, 

WHEREAS,  Jim served as co-pastor of the Church of the Holy Apostles in Virginia Beach from 2004 

until retiring in 2012 and was a friend of many in our diocese; and 

WHEREAS,  he was deeply involved in the ecumenical life of the Church as well community groups 

and agencies; and, 

WHEREAS,  Jim is survived by his adopted son, Thomas Hardy, four grandchildren, six-great-

grandchild, and numerous nephews and nieces; now therefore be it 
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RESOLVED, that this 128th Annual Council of the Diocese of Southern Virginia gives thanks for the 

lifetime of dedicated service, including fifty-four years in the ordained ministry, offered 

to God’s glory by James E. Parke; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that this Council extend its heartfelt sympathy to his family; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be spread across the minutes and books of Council and 

that a copy be sent to his son, Thomas Hardy. 

Following a moment of silence, Memorial Resolution M-6 passed unanimously. 

  

Video: 

A video, produced by the Episcopal Church, entitled The Way of Love was viewed by Council. 

 

Courtesy Resolution CR-2: 

The Rev. Keith Emmerson moved the adoption of Courtesy Resolution CR-2 as follows: 

COURTESY RESOLUTION 

THE REVEREND CANON CHARLES ROBINSON 

WHEREAS,  Charles Robinson began his service as Canon for Transitional Ministries and Clergy 

Development of the Diocese of Southern Virginia on April 1, 2016; and, 

WHEREAS,  he assisted clergy preparing for retirement or leaving their present ministry, provided 

guidance to vestries during periods of transition, assisted wardens and clergy in drafting 

Letters of Agreement, made available resources for vestry retreats and Mutual Ministry 

Reviews, supported clergy continuing education and sabbatical planning, and provided 

pastoral help in times of parish crisis or conflict; and, 

WHEREAS, he served as chief clergy advisor to the Bishop; and, 

WHEREAS, he performed this ministry with compassion, wisdom, and great integrity; and, 

WHEREAS,  Charles’ service on our diocese staff concluded with his retirement on September 1, 

2019; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that this 128th Annual Council of the Diocese of Southern Virginia offer its deep thanks to 

Charles Robinson for his dedication and service to our diocese; and be it further 
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RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to Charles as a gesture of appreciation for a job well 

done.   

 

The motion passed unanimously and council stood for a standing ovation in gratitude for the ministry 

and dedicated service of The Rev. Charles Robinson to the Diocese as Canon to the Bishop. 

 

Report of the Standing Committee: 

The Rev. Susan Grimm, President, gave the report of the Standing Committee. In her report she thanked 

the many people who had assisted in the search, election, and consecration of Bishop Haynes. 

Report of the Standing Committee 

The Rev. Susan Grimm, President 

Bishop, and dearly beloved of God, 

Wow, it’s been an interesting couple of years, hasn’t it! 

I’d like to ask the 5 other members of this year’s Standing Committee to come to the front.  You need to 

know how much they have all contributed to what I’ll be talking about. 

Marty Easton of Bruton will be leaving the Standing Committee with me. 

John Rector of St Paul’s Suffolk and Stan Sawyer of All Saint’s, VB, will continue on for one more year, 

and Stan will become the President of the Standing Committee. 

Helen Sharpe-Williams and Cameron Randle continue on for 2 more years. 

Normally, a Standing Committee spends 95% of its time dealing with real property issues, approving -or 

not- the episcopal elections in other dioceses, and serving as advisors to the Bishop. 

But things change with the retirement or resignation of a Diocesan Bishop, and that certainly gave us 

more to do!   

When Bishop Hollerith notified Council in February of 2018 that he would retire at the end of the year, 

he had already shared that information with the Standing Committee in the fall of 2017.  We knew what 

was coming, and were beginning a few preparations, but knew that most of the work would have to 

wait for his public announcement. 

Almost immediately after that announcement at Council of 2018, the Standing Committee, then ably led 

by Conor Alexander, met with Bishop Todd Ousley, Bishop for Pastoral Development in the national 

church, and began the process of ending up where we were on February 1, 2020.  We began by seeking 

out volunteers and then appointing a Nominating/Search Committee and a Transition Committee.  By 

the fall of 2018, we began the actual search process with a retreat at Chanco for those committee 

members. 
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As you know, the work of the Nominating/Search Committee took place from the fall of 2018 through 

the summer of 2019.  I’d like to introduce those committed individuals and ask them to come forward. 

Linda Ricker, Chaplain 
Rusty Bishop 
The Rev. Andy Buchanan 
Isabel Burch 
Jim Chapman 
The Rev. Dale Custer 
The Rev. Rick Greenwood 
Gretchen Hood 
Carolyn Kelly 
The Rev. Nancy Meck 
The Rev. Genevieve Nelson 
Helen Sharpe-Williams 
The Rev. Grant Stokes 
The Rev. Samantha Vincent-Alexander 
Charles Wooton 
Pam Pringle, Chair 
 
As the other members of the Standing Committee present each of them with a small token of our 
Diocesan thanks, I’d like to point out that they are intentionally listed without a parish affiliation, for 
they represented ALL of us, in all our wonderful variety, as they sought out the nominees God had 
already prepared for us.  I want to especially thank Pam Pringle, for her work kept us moving and on 
target.  Please join me in thanking them. 
 
After our nominees from the Nominating/Search Committee were announced in the summer of 2019, 
two other candidates offered themselves through the Petition Process, and so we entered the next 
phase of our Election process. 
 
Ably led by Chris Epperson and Gini DiStanislao, the Transition Committee prepared walkabouts and 
entered into the mysteries of the Consecration event customary from the Presiding Bishop’s office.  You 
all know that we were confronted with two events which made their work a bit harder:  a hurricane, and 
some difficulties around our consecration location.  I’d like to ask them to come forward, as we have 
tokens of appreciation for them as well.   
 
Chris Epperson, Chair 
Gini DiStanislao, Vice Chair 
Les Ferguson, Chaplain 
Anne Dale 
Dosh Jackson 
Sabrina Miles 
Linda Rogers 
Cleo Shield 
Anne Stiles 
Alice Webley 
 
Please join me in offering them our thanks, especially for their crisis management and flexibility! 
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There was one other group of folks who outdid themselves in this whole two-year period.  I have never 

before worked so closely with them, but I want each of you here to know how wonderful our Diocesan 

staff is.  We relied on them for professional advice and services, bill paying, reservation negotiations, 

bulk mailing, event planning and so much more.  I have heard more than once, from others, how our 

Diocesan Staff works to serve not only a Bishop, but all of us in the Diocese, and also work diligently to 

connect us with each other. 

I’d like to ask these folks to come forward as well.   

Jay Magness, who offered guidance to all of us in the midst of transition 

Susan Allen, who did myriad things, large and small, to make meetings and processes run 

Megan Dern, who makes sure our youth are involved, as the church of today 

Judy Dobson, who paid so many odd bills 

Lynn Farlin, whose guidance in formation impacts so many areas of our common lives 

Roy Hoffman, new to the staff, but who dived right in 

Gareth Kalfas, whose hospitality at Chanco helped kick off our search process  

Hope Leach, who assists Judy with all things financial 

Mario Meléndez, another new addition to the staff, who points us to new inclusiveness 

Charles Robinson, now retired, but who offered his quiet presence during most of the process  

Leah Sicignano, Bishop’s Executive Secretary, who knows everything and whose cheerful voice is the one 

you want to hear when something is going wrong! 

Ed Tracy, organizer par excellence, especially of Councils and Special Election Councils 

Ann Turner, communicator, and more than once, emergency communicator 

Please join me in thanking them. 

Two other folks deserve a mention. 

Thanks be to God our Diocese has been served with faithfulness by our two Chancellors.  Legal Counsel 

to the Bishop and staff, litigators when needed, and interpreters and deep divers into the details of the 

national and Diocesan Canons regarding elections, we referred issues to them more this year than I’ve 

ever seen.  Everything from loans to historic tax credits to letters of agreement, they did it all. 

Sam Webster, chancellor 

Tim Coyle, vice-chancellor 

And we thank them for their service. 

In conclusion, remember that the Standing Committee does have responsibilities which might affect 

your congregation, and we’re here to help.  If you are doing anything around real estate, including 
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easements, sales, or building programs which might require loans or lines of credit, you MUST talk to the 

Bishop’s office and to the Standing Committee.  There may be others as well, but we’re all here to help.  

And finally, thank you all, for your work and ministry in this Diocese.  Southern Virginia is a very special 

place and we are the ones who make it that way and will continue to make it that way! Thanks be to 

God!   

 

Postulants and Candidates: 

Bishop Haynes introduced the following Postulants and Candidates in the Diocese: 

     Postulant for the Vocational Diaconate: 

          Mrs. Darlene Jackson, St. Cyprian’s, Hampton 

     Postulants for the Priesthood: 

          Mrs. Jean Vinson, Galilee, Virginia Beach 

          Ms. Anne Zobel, All Saints, Virginia Beach 

          Mr. Daniel Toven, Christ & St. Luke’s, Norfolk 

     Candidates for the Priesthood: 

          Mrs. Donna Hines, Grace, Yorktown – VTS 

          Ms. Grace Martien, Bruton Parish, Williamsburg – Yale 

Council greeted the postulants and candidates with a round of applause. 

Constitutional Amendment CON-1" 

Mr. Sam Webster, Chairperson of the Committee on Constitution and Canons, presented on second 

reading, Constitutional Resolution CON-1 as follows: 

 

RESOLVED, That the 128th Council of the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia 
amend Articles IV and VIII of the Constitution to read in the form and language 
as herein proposed: 

 
ARTICLE IV:   COMPOSITION OF COUNCIL 

 

The Council shall be composed as follows: 
 

4. A representative from each Christian body with which the Episcopal 
Church has official dialogue or Covenant Relationship, as determined by the 
Council of the Diocese of Southern Virginia and based on the work of the Standing 
Commission on Ecumenical Relations of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America. Each representative is to be appointed by, and his or her 
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status as laity or clergy determined by, the appropriate judicatory leader or body. 
The appropriate judicatory leader of the Christian body, or the Christian body shall 
appoint each representative, and shall determine the status of each, as laity or clergy. 

 
 

ARTICLE VIII: PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL 
 

The Bishop shall be the President of the Council. It shall be his the duty of the 
President to give the Council annually a report of his the Pr esident’s official acts and 
a general view of the state of the Church. He The President may declare his views 
on any subject after it has been discussed, and before a vote thereon. The Bishop 
Coadjutor, if there be one, and if there be none, the Suffragan Bishop if there be 
one, and if there be none the Assistant Bishop if there be one, shall preside in the 
absence of the Bishop. 

 
RATIONALE: The Episcopal Church affirms in I.17.5 of the Canons of the Episcopal 
Church that “no one shall be denied rights, status or access to an equal place in 
the life, worship, and governance of this Church because of race, color, ethnic 
origin, national origin, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity and 
expression, disabilities or age, except as otherwise specified by Canons.” Similar 
rights are reflected for clergy in the Canons for discernment (III.1.2) and licensing 
to officiate in a diocese (III.9.7(a)). 

 

As we prepare to elect the XI Bishop of the Diocese of Southern Virginia, the 
Search/Nominating Committee has been charged to consider all candidates in 
accordance with the above cited canonical rights. Our Constitution should reflect 
the same openness and diversity in language about both our bishop and 
ecumenical representatives to Council, as is proposed in these amendments. 

 

Mr. Webster reported that the committee found the resolution to be in order and moved its adoption 

on a vote by orders. Constitutional Resolution CON-1 passed on a unanimous vote in both orders. 

Canonical Resolution C-1: 

Mr. Sam Webster presented Canonical Resolution C-1 as follows: 

RESOLVED: To amend Canon VII, Of Finances, Section 4(e), to refer to the correct manual:  
 
SECTION 4. Audits.  
 
(e) Upon the departure of a rector, vicar, or clergy-in-charge of a congregation, an audit of all accounts 
of the congregation shall be prepared at the direction of the vestry, conforming to the accounting 
practices set forth in the Manual of Finance and Administration of the Diocese of Southern Virginia of 
Business Methods in Church Affairs. This audit shall be made available to the Interim Priest and 
candidates interviewing for the vacant position.  
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RATIONALE: While the Manual of Finance and Administration of the Diocese of Southern Virginia, may 

have existed at one time, it has been superseded by the Manual of Business Methods in Church Affairs. 

This amendment conforms subsection (e) to the remainder of the Canon. 

Mr. Webster reported that the committee found the resolution to be in order and moved its adoption. 

Canonical Resolution C-1 passed unanimously. 

Report of Chanco on the James: 

Mr. Gareth Kalfas, Executive Director, introduced members of the Chanco Board, and gave its report to 

Council. 

Keynote Session One: 

Bishop Haines introduced the Very Rev. Cynthia Kittredge, who gave the first Council Keynote Address. 

Following the address, at 4:15 p.m. there was a short break 

Third Ballot: 

The Rev. Bob Gay reported the second ballot results as follows: 

      For the clergy member of the Standing Committee, the Rev. Andie Rohrs was elected; 

       For the Chairperson of the General Convention Deputation, the Rev. Ron Ramsey was elected; 

      There was no election in the General Convention Deputies – Lay.  

      For the third ballot Nancy Beach, and Rusty Bishop will be removed from contention. 

Council then proceeded to cast the third ballot. 

Chanco Capital Campaign: 

Ms. Talley Banazek reported on the progress of the Capital Campaign and thanked all of the 

congregations and individuals that participated. 

Video: 

A video produced by the Episcopal Church entitled The Way of Prayer was viewed by Council. 

Report of the EYC: 

Ms. Ness Smock gave the report of the Episcopal Youth Community. 

Deacon Presentation: 

Bishop Haynes announced that she has appointed the Rev. Jan Brown as the Archdeacon of the Diocese. 

The Rev. Carter Sinclair gave a presentation on his ministry as a deacon. 

Third Ballot Results: 

The Rev. Bob Gay reported that Pam Pringle, Helen Sharpe-Williams, and Alice Webley had been elected 

as the three remaining Lay General Convention Deputies. 
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Closing Worship: 

The Rev. Derek Harbin conducted closing worship for the evening 

At 5:30 p.m., Bishop Haynes noted that the Council would be in recess until 9:30 a.m. tomorrow.  

At 5:30 p.m. a reception, featuring heavy hors d’oeuvres, a carving station and a cash bar, was held in 

the Colony Room 

 

      

 Saturday, February 29  

 

Opening Worship: 

Opening worship was led by the Rev. Scott Baker and Ms. Sallie Vick. 

Report of the ECW: 

Ms. Laura L. Manigault, President, gave the report of the Episcopal Church Women. 

Keynote Session Two: 

The Very Rev. Cynthia Kittredge gave the second keynote address, following which, council took a short 

recess.  

Report of the Addictions and Recovery Commission: 

Upon reconvening, the Rev. Lauren McDonald gave the report of the Addictions and Recovery 

Commission, which included a video presentation. 

Cursillo Report: 

Lydia Dyson gave a report from the Cursillo Community of the Diocese. 

Memorial Resolution M-7: 

The Rev. Stan Sawyer moved the adoption of Memorial Resolution M-7 as follows: 

Memorial Resolution 

Jean P. Rutherford 

WHEREAS, it has pleased God to call Jean P. Rutherford, former Director of Education and Program for 

the Diocese of Southern Virginia, to her heavenly home on January 26, 2020; and 

WHEREAS, this native of McLean, Virginia, born on December 7, 1936, obtained her Bachelor of Arts 

degree in music from Mary Washington College in 1958, where she played all manner of instruments: 

voice, piano, cello, and in one emergency instance, “substitute” tuba- player for the marching band; and, 
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WHEREAS, Jean P. Rutherford later completed a four-year theological education from Sewanee University 

of the South, School of Theology, and later was certified as a Mentor for the same; and,  

WHEREAS, she served as deputy to General Convention; and,  

WHEREAS in order to build-up and strengthen the community of believers, Jean helped to establish the 

Diocese of Southern Virginia’s 36-year long Shrine Mont Christian Formation Conference; and, 

WHEREAS, she, along with a team of fellow pioneers in the diocese…helped to develop the Servant Leader 

Training Program for lay and ordained leaders; and, 

WHEREAS, she worked with the AIDS Task Force and served on the staff of Camp Wakonda for children of 

parents living with HIV/AIDS; and, 

WHEREAS, she participated as a delegate with Witness for Peace to Nicaragua and Guatemala; and,  

WHEREAS, she harnessed her “love of God in the deep places” by helping to unpack the joys and 

challenges of life with those with whom she met in spiritual direction; and,  

WHEREAS, she sought to know Christ and make Christ known through peace and justice advocacy work 

serving as President of the Board of Empower Hampton Roads;  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this 128th Annual Council of the Diocese of Southern Virginia give 

thanks for the vibrant and faithful witness offered to the Glory of God by Jean P. Rutherford, during her 

lifetime of ministry; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Council extend its heartfelt sympathy to the family of Jean P. 

Rutherford; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be spread across the minutes and books of 

Council, and that a copy be sent to her children, Palmer, Anne and Kelly.  

Following a moment of silence, Resolution M-7 passed unanimously. 

Memorial Resolution M-8: 

The Rev. Keith Emmerson moved the adoption of Memorial Resolution M-8 as follows: 

MEMORIAL RESOLUTION 

THE REVEREND JAMES CALVIN THOMPSON 

 

WHEREAS,  it has pleased God to call James Calvin Thompson to his heavenly home on September 

30, 2019; and, 

WHEREAS,  Jim was born on January 12, 1932 in San Gabriel, CA, the son of John and Mary 

Thompson; and, 

WHEREAS,  he married Lois A. Thompson on July 28, 1954, a union producing two children, John and 

Paul; and 
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WHEREAS,  he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of Redlands in 1953, a Master 

of Arts degree from the University of Southern California in 1956, and a Masters in 

Theology degree from Claremont Theological Seminary in 1962; and  

WHEREAS, Jim began his ordained ministry in the Congregational Church but soon discerned a call 

to the Episcopal Church, enrolling at General Theological Seminary where he earned a 

Certificate in Anglican Studies in 1964; and, 

WHEREAS,  The Rt. Rev. Francis Bloy ordained Jim a Deacon in the Episcopal Church on September 

10, 1964 and a Priest on March 11 of the following year; and, 

WHEREAS,  he spent much of his ordained ministry serving parishes in the state of California; and 

WHEREAS,  in 1979 his book Notes on the Catechism was published by Morehouse and is still in use 

to this day; and, 

WHEREAS,  Jim spent time studying at Canterbury and lecturing there; and 

WHEREAS,  after serving two different congregations in British Columbia, Jim and Lois, tiring of long, 

cold, dark winters and longing to be closer to family, moved to Commonwealth of 

Virginia; and 

WHEREAS,  from 1998-2008 Jim served as the Assistant to the Rector at the Church of the 

Redeemer in Midlothian; and, 

WHEREAS,  Jim loved to attend Civil War Roundtable meetings in Powhatan to chat with fellow 

history buffs; and 

WHEREAS,  Jim was proceeded in death by his parents, his brother Bob, his wife Lois, and their son, 

John; and   

WHEREAS,  he survived by his son Paul, daughter-law Kim, and grandson Chris; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that this 128th Annual Council of the Diocese of Southern Virginia gives thanks for the 

lifetime of dedicated service, including fifty-seven years in the ordained ministry, 

offered to God’s glory by The Reverend James C. Thompson; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that this Council extend its heartfelt sympathy to his family; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be spread across the minutes and books of Council and 

that a copy be sent to his son, Paul Thompson. 
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Following a moment of silence, Memorial Resolution M-8 passed unanimously. 

Memorial Resolution M-9: 

The Rev. Stan Sawyer move the adoption of Memorial Resolution M-9 as follows: 

MEMORIAL RESOLUTION 

THE REVEREND HUGH COUCH WHITE, III 

WHEREAS, it has pleased God to call Hugh Couch White, III, Priest, to his heavenly home on February 6, 

2020; and, 

WHEREAS, this native of Nashville, Tennessee, born on May 4, 1938, obtained his Bachelor of Science 

degree from Virginia Tech in 1961, where he served as Adjutant in the Cadet Corps, and then served two 

years as a commissioned officer in the United States Army; and, 

WHEREAS, responding to God’s call to ordained ministry, Hugh Couch White, III, entered the Virginia 

Theological Seminary in 1963 and obtained his Master in Divinity in 1966; and 

WHEREAS, he was ordained Deacon in 1966 and Priest in 1967 by Bishop William Henry Marmion; and, 

WHEREAS, he served God in the Diocese of Southwestern Virginia as Vicar at Trinity Church, Buchanan, 

Virginia, St. Mark’s, Fincastle, and Emmanuel Church, Covington, 1966-1968; as Rector at Christ Church, 

Pulaski, 1968-1971; as Rector at Emmanuel Church, Staunton, and Chaplain at Stuart Hall School, 1971-

1978; and, 

WHEREAS, while in Staunton he learned sign language and reached out to the staff and students of the 

Virginia School for the Deaf and Blind; he initiated a community action program as a credit course called 

“Faith at Work” in which students learned some sign language and did work at four area institutions; he 

helped to develop the Meals on Wheels program for the town; he served as a strong advocate for the 

mentally ill; and,  

WHEREAS, Hugh Couch White, III, answered God’s call to ministry in the Diocese of Southern Virginia to 

serve as Rector at St. Paul’s Church, Norfolk, 1982-1996, during which time his love of history and 

architecture served him well as he initiated renovations to the church, including installation of an 18th 

Century reredos, improved lighting, and the replacement of several windows with the clear glass 

appropriate for a colonial church; and,  

WHEREAS, he shared in the vision that led St. Paul’s to join forces with Grace Church, Norfolk, to found 

Plumbline Ministries to renovate or build homes in the Brambleton area; and 

WHEREAS, he answered God’s call to ministry in the Diocese of Virginia to serve as Rector at Grace 

Church, Kilmarnock, 1966-2004, where has was also responsible for conducting services and for Board 

membership at Historic Christ Church, Lancaster County; and, 

WHEREAS, in retirement, he led Abingdon Church, Gloucester, through a period of transition for five 

months in 2005; and continued his active Board role at Historic Christ Church;  



 

37 
 

NOW THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED, that this 128th Annual Council of the Diocese of Southern Virginia give 

thanks for the vibrant and wide-reaching witness offered to the Glory of God by Hugh Couch White, III, 

during 54 years of ordained ministry; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Council extend its heartfelt sympathy to the family of Hugh Couch 

White, III; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be spread across the minutes and books of 

Council, and that a copy be sent to his beloved wife, Laurie Winchester-White. 

Following a moment of silence, Memorial Resolution M-9 passed unanimously. 

PRESENTATION OF THE 2020 PROPOSED DIOCESAN BUDGET: 

The Rev. Anne Kirchmier, Chairperson of the Program Budget and Review Committee, Mr. Chuck Marks, 

Treasurer, and Ms. Judy Dobson, presented the proposed Diocesan Budget for 2020. At the conclusion 

of their presentation, the Rev. Anne Kirchmier moved that the proposed 2020 budget in the total 

amount of $2,747,726 be adopted. The motion to adopt the 2020 Diocesan Budget passed unanimously. 

Video: 

A video presentation produced by the Episcopal Church entitled Traveling the Way of Love was viewed 

by council. 

College Ministries Report: 

Helen Pemberton gave a report on College Ministries. 

Deacon Presentation: 

The Rev. Marguerite Alley and the Rev. Becki Dean gave a presentation on the ministry of deacons. 

Latino/Latina Ministries Report: 

The Rev. Mario Melendez, Missioner for Latino/Latina/Latinx Ministries, gave his report. 

Courtesy Resolution CR-3: 

The Rev. Keith Emmerson moved the adoption of Courtesy Resolution CR-3 as follows: 

COURTESY RESOLUTION 

THE REVEREND RALPH E. (NED) HAINES, III 

WHEREAS,  Ned Haines has served as the Secretary to the Diocese of Southern Virginia since being 

appointed to this position by the Rt. Rev. David Rose in 1978; and, 

WHEREAS,  in this role he recorded the minutes of Annual Council and Executive Board meetings as 

well as signed all documents the diocese submits to General Convention, essentially 

serving as the record keeper of the diocese; and, 

WHEREAS, he performed this ministry with excellence, attention to detail, and love for all; and, 
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WHEREAS,  Ned will resign from this duty at the conclusion of this year’s Council; now therefore be 

it 

RESOLVED, that this 128th Annual Council of the Diocese of Southern Virginia offer its deep thanks to 

the Rev. Ned Haines for his dedication and service to our diocese; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be sent to Ned as a gesture of appreciation for a job well done.   

The motion passed unanimously, and Council stood to offer a standing ovation. Bishop Haynes 

presented a gift to the Rev. Ralph E. (Ned) Haines in gratitude for his forty-one years of service as 

Secretary of the Diocese. 

Introduction of the Diocesan Staff: 

Bishop Haynes introduced the members of the Diocesan Staff as follows: 

     Susan Allen – Assistant to the Canons 

     Megan Dern – Young Missioner 

     Judy Dodson – Comptroller 

     Canon Lynn Farlin – Canon for Formation 

     Canon Roy Hoffman – Canon to the Bishop Diocesan 

     Gareth Kalfas – Executive Director, Chanco on the James 

     Hope Leach – Financial Assistant 

     Mario Melendez – Missioner for Latino Ministries 

     Leah Sicignano – Bishop's Executive Secretary 

     Canon Ed Tracy – Canon for Administration 

     Ann Turner – Communications Officer 

Council responded with a vigorous round of applause. 

 

Closing Worship: 

Closing worship was led by the Rev. Terry Edwards. 

Adjournment: 

At 12:33 p.m., there being no further business, on the motion of the Rev. Michael Stone, duly seconded, 

and approved unanimously, Bishop Haynes declared the 128th Annual Council of the Diocese of Southern 

Virginia adjourned, sine die. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

The Rev. Ralph E Haines, III 

Secretary of the Diocese 

 

                        

 

                     

 

 

  

    

     

 

      

 

 

          


