The

Diocesan
April - June, 2014

Connection

Diocese of Southern Virginia

Bishop Hollerith’s sabbatical includes Holy Land travel
Dear Diocesan Family,
I want to thank you all for your
steadfast support of my taking a
sabbatical leave beginning at the end
of this month. I am so looking forward
to the experience, and believe it to be
an excellent opportunity for quiet study
and travel, as I complete the sixth year
of my episcopate. I will be dividing my
time between being with my family,
traveling in the United Kingdom
(Oxford), and visiting the Holy Land.
I have established a plan to address the organizational
issues that will arise. To this end, I am appointing Canon
Michael Spear-Jones and Canon Ed Tracy to make the
necessary decisions in my absence. You already know
of their skills and my confidence in their leadership
abilities.
Bishop David Jones, retired Suffragan from the Diocese
of Virginia, has been kind enough to make parish
visitations while I am absent, and will respond to any
pastoral emergencies that arise where the presence of a
bishop is essential.
Thank you again for your generous support and for your
many prayers. It is a privilege to have this sabbatical
time. I look forward to returning to you in early
November, refreshed and renewed.
Faithfully,
The Rt. Rev. Herman Hollerith IV

First ever May Weekend a
great success!
Youth and their
advisors from
around the
diocese gathered
at Chanco May 16
through 18 for May
Weekend 2014:
Oh, The Places
You'll Go! Sixteen
parishes were
represented at this Spring EYC event for grades 8

through 12, which was formerly held at the United
Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone, VA. Highlights
of the weekend included an Agape Meal on Friday night,
zip lines and the rock wall on Saturday afternoon, and a
dance party on Saturday evening. Meaningful discussions
and activities in small groups, incredible music throughout
the weekend, and EYC Board elections rounded out this
fantastic event. Many thanks to the outgoing EYC Board
for all their hard work. The new 2014-2015 EYC Board:
Liam Davidson- St. Andrew's, Newport News; Michelle
Flowers- Mission of the Holy Spirit, Norfolk ; Nikki GaySt. Michael's, Colonial Heights; Spencer Harrell- St.
Andrew's, Newport News; Charlie Marks- St. Aidan's,
Virginia Beach; Christina Mason- St. David's, Chesterfield
Jimmy Murphy- Emmanuel, Hampton; Lizzy PeabodyEmmanuel, Hampton; Thomas Roberson- St. Andrew's,
Newport News, Board President.

St. Timothy’s and Trinity hope
joint Confirmation service the
beginning of more collaboration
Over 150 family
members and
friends welcomed
Bishop Hollerith to
Trinity, South
Boston on Sunday
May 4. Twenty-two
people - 15 from
Trinity and seven
from St. Timothy's,
Clarksville including three
families, and four sets of sisters, were presented for
Confirmation and Reception. Members of the two
congregations came together to serve in every capacity in
worship, and the combined choir was especially
wonderful. Following the service, everyone feasted on
barbecue prepared by St. Timothy's Sr. Warden, Billy
Crowder, and his assistants.
St. Timothy's and Trinity began a shared ministry with the
Rev. Susan Grimm as rector of both churches in 2013.
The success of this major event and other shared
occasions has everyone thinking of more opportunities to
share ministry and worship in the two towns, which are
approximately 25 miles apart.
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Clergy transitions

Annual celebration held in memory
of the Ven. Dr. James Solomon
Russell

The Rev. Gillian Barr, called to another diocese from
ODU Canterbury Center

By Dr. Angela Parker, St. Paul's Memorial,
Lawrenceville

The Rev. Nigel Mumford began as Priest Associate at
Galilee, Virginia Beach

The James Solomon
Russell Celebration
Committee met on
Sunday, March 23,
2014 at Brian's Steak
House, South Hill,
Virginia for an afternoon
of prayer, celebration,
and reflection. This
date, the fourth Sunday
in March, marks the
annual tradition of
having a memorial
service on the Sunday
closest to proposed
feast day for Dr. Russell
(March 28). Dr. Angela
Parker served as the
Mistress of Ceremonies for the occasion and adorned the
room with flowers and prepared the altar. The afternoon's
activities began with a welcome by the chairperson, Mrs.
Annie Walker, followed by the committee's adopted
"Liturgy for the Proclamation of the Word of God and the
Celebration of the Holy Communion." The Rev. Dr.
Terrence Walker served as celebrant and also gave an
inspirational sermon that charged each member to
continue our efforts to recognize Archdeacon Russell for
his many accomplishments and moreover, to prayerfully
consider how we can carry forth his ministry in the 21st
century. The beautiful chalice set that was created by
national acclaimed wood turner Mr. Charles Farrar, and
given to the Committee for this annual observance, was
used. Other participants on the program included, Mr.
James Grimstead and Dr. Barbara Coles as lectors, Mrs.
Nannie Brown as psalmist and chalice bearer and Dr.
Angela Parker as intercessor using the traditional Great
Litany. Mrs. Pearl Parker, the Committee's historian,
detailed the history and purpose of the Committee's
memorial program.

The Rev. Wendy Wilkinson began as Priest in Charge at
ODU Canterbury Center
The Rev. Dick Budd began as Priest in Charge at St.
Paul’s, Newport News
The Rev. Pat Finn began as Associate Rector at St.
Paul’s, Norfolk
The Rev. Andie Rohrs began as Priest Associate at St.
Andrew’s, Norfolk
The Rev. Penny Nash, called to another diocese from
Bruton Parish, Williamsburg
The Rev. Daniel Crockett, began as Rector of Hungars
Cure Parish, Eastville
The Rev. Travis Greenman, began as Assisting Priest at
St. Andrew’s, Newport News
The Rev. Becky Crites, began as Interim Time Certain at
Epiphany, Danville
The Rev. John Baldwin, retired from Emmanuel, Virginia
Beach
The Rev. Ian McCarthy, called to another diocese from
Galilee, Virginia Beach
The Rev. Charles Smith, will begin as Rector Time
Certain at Trinity, Portsmouth (7/1/2014)
The Rev. Brenda Overfield, will begin as Rector Time
Certain at St. Matthias’, Midlothian (7/13/2014)
The Rev. Rob Marsten will retire from St. Andrew’s,
Newport News (7/31/2014)

After the conclusion of the memorial service a delicious
meal was enjoyed by all, after which, the committee
members participated in a reflection session including
brainstorming regarding what the Committee's future work
might entail. A special tribute was also given for the Rev.
Dr. Joseph Green, Jr., the Committee's senior advisor,
who could not be present. The program ended on a high
note as the chairperson reported that the Committee's
efforts to advance the research on Dr. Russell as an
internationally important historical figure had been
recognized in Washington and that a letter from the
President of the United States was forthcoming.

The Diocesan Connection
Published four times a year by
Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia
600 Talbot Hall Road, Norfolk VA 23505
www.diosova.org
Send your news and photographs to Ann Turner,
Communications Officer, aturner@diosova.org
Deadline for the next issue:
September 1, 2014
2

Bishop Payne Divinity School
honored with historical marker

Chapel, which was destroyed by fire in 2010, have been
converted into a garden.
Included in the design of the new chapel are four
transepts: a transept honoring congregational and
diocesan leadership; a transept celebrating arrival and
baptism; a transept near the organ in honor of music; and
a transept honoring the seminary's commitment to
mission and diversity. The Mission and Diversity Transept
will recall VTS history, celebrate the present, and point to
a rich future of mission and diversity honoring Bishop
Walker and all who have led the way.

Jackson-Feild Homes re-dedicates
chapel
On April 2, Bishop Hollerith assisted JFH's chaplain, The
Rev. Dr. Robin Jones, in a service of re-dedication of the
All Saints Chapel. The ceremony included the
consecration of the Baptismal Font, Pulpit, and Altar.
Music was provided by the recently reestablished JFH
choir under the leadership of The Rev. David Ausby.

On Saturday March 29, the Bishop Payne Divinity School,
the first seminary established by the Episcopal Church in
the Commonwealth of Virginia to train Black men for
ordination, was honored with an historical marker. Before
the dedication, a service of Morning Prayer was held at
St. Stephen's, Petersburg. Over 150 people attended the
service. Family members of some of the graduates were
present. Also in attendance were national, state and local
officials. The Rev. Dr. Canon Lloyd Alexander Lewis, Jr.
preached, and remarks were made by Mr. Christopher
Pote, Chief Archivist for the African American Episcopal
Historical Collection and the Virginia Theological
Seminary Bishop Payne Library; the Rev. Pegram
Johnson III; and Mr. Horace "Chip" Mann, a board
member of the Virginia Department of Historic Resources.

The service was attended
by residents, staff, board
members, and donors.
Also attending were the
three siblings of Helen
Marie Boudiette. They
traveled from Oklahoma,
Ohio, and Florida. As a
teen, Helen Boudiette
enjoyed volunteering at
Jackson-Feild. In 1978,
Helen was tragically
killed in an automobile
accident. The Boudiette
family donated funds to
Jackson-Feild and asked
that the chapel be built in
memory of Helen.

Executive Board approves gift to
Mission and Diversity Transept in
VTS Immanuel Chapel

JFH resident presented Bishop
Hollerith with a Book of Inspiration which contained faith-based
poems and short stories written
by residents.

Also present was Peggy Riethmiller, the daughter of Dr.
William G. Christian. Dr. Christian was a member of
Jackson-Feild's Board of Trustees and headed the capital
campaign to raise funds to build the chapel. Mrs.
Riethmiller's husband, Steve, presently serves on the
Home's Board of Trustees.

At its May 1 meeting, the Executive Board approved a gift
of $10,000 over three years to Virginia Theological
Seminary honoring the Mission and Diversity Transept of
the new Immanuel Chapel. The transept will honor Bishop
John T. Walker, the first African-American student to be
admitted to VTS and the first African-American bishop of
Washington. Walker also served as Dean of the National
Cathedral.

After the service everyone gathered in Gage Dining Hall
for a special luncheon prepared by the JFH food service
staff. A resident presented Bishop Hollerith with a Book of
Inspiration which contained faith-based poems and short
stories written by residents that focused on love and
forgiveness. The dedication ceremony will be long
remembered and cherished by those who attended.

The new Immanuel Chapel will be a "Chapel for the Ages"
and is scheduled for completion in October 2015. It is part
of a "Worship and Welcome" quad, which includes an
improved welcome center. The remains of the 1881
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Former EYC President to serve as
YASC missionary in Hong Kong

Offered by the North American Association for the
Catechumenate (NAAC)
The NAAC is an ecumenical organization that seeks to
promote and nurture the catechumenal process in order
that the whole faith community might fulfill Christ's
commission to make disciples, baptizing and teaching all
people. Member denominations include the Episcopal
Church, Anglican Church of Canada, Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America, Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Canada, Presbyterian Church USA, and the
United Methodist Church. Go to www.catechumenate.org
for more information.

Hello all! My name is Justin Davis
and I will be serving as a
missionary with the Young Adult
Service Corp of the Episcopal
Church (YASC for short). I want to
start out by thanking all of you for
your support. The Diocese of
Southern Virginia has played an
incredibly large role in shaping
who I am as a person, especially
through the Episcopal Youth
Community (EYC) in which I served as president from
2009-2010, and as a member of St. David's, Chesterfield.
I will be forever grateful.

Neighboring churches collaborate
to help their community
By The Rev. Wendy Wilkinson, Good Samaritan, Virginia
Beach

I have spent the last four years at Virginia Commonwealth
University, a religious studies major with a minor in
business, and I hope to one day become an ordained
minister. I have attended Grace and Holy Trinity
Episcopal Church in Richmond for four years, where I
have been active in the Episcopal Campus Ministry. I
have also interned for Grace and Holy Trinity for three
years. Two of these years I spent as a youth intern and
one year as a Campus Ministry Intern. This summer I am
working in Fauquier County, Virginia at Leeds Episcopal
Church as an intern with the Young Priest Initiative.

Good Samaritan, Virginia Beach, collaborated with
neighboring churches Enoch Baptist and Heritage United
Methodist to present their annual Spring Community Day.
It was a beautiful day for the event with the City of Virginia
Beach providing presenters from various city services to
promote "building a safe community." Food, fun and
building relationships were all part of the day with over
2500 people in attendance.
The collaborating
churches call
themselves
Western Bayside
Churches United
and offer several
community events
each year. The
partnership has
had a significant
impact since it was
created in 2010.
Community
gardens have
been planted at
Good Samaritan
and Heritage
United Methodist.
The garden
provides fresh
produce to a food pantry housed at Heritage United
Methodist and is planted and maintained by volunteers
from all three churches. Spring and Fall Community Days
have been held annually. The churches also work
together to provide opportunities folks a chance to spend
time together and get to know one another - a Trunk or
Treat event for Halloween, a living Nativity, and joint
Thanksgiving service. You can learn more about Western
Bayside Churches United and see lots of pictures from
the Community Day on their Facebook page.

During my upcoming year with in YASC, I will be serving
with the Mission to Seafarers in Hong Kong. You will be
able to learn more about the programs I am working with,
and follow my personal experiences while in Hong Kong
at my blog. I am asking you all especially for your
thoughts and prayers in the upcoming year.
I will be fundraising throughout the summer for this trip.
My goal is to raise $10,000 before the last week of
August, which is when I leave. Donations can be sent to
Grace and Holy Trinity Episcopal church at 8 N. Laurel
Street, Richmond VA 23220 with "Justin Davis YASC" in
the memo. All donations are tax deductible, and I can
provide you with a tax ID. Feel free to send me an email
at davisjb4@vcu.edu if you have any questions or
concerns. Once again thank you for your thoughts and
prayers as this new adventure begins.

St. John's, Portsmouth, to host
2014 Training Institute for the
Catechumenate & RCIA
Go. Baptize. Make Disciples: An invitation to
Baptismal living. A Catechumenal Process Training
Institute for Newcomers & Experienced Practitioners
September 25-27 at St. John's, Portsmouth
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Seeds of Hope Grant helps fund
Bruton Parish mission

work we were doing, but all of us agreed that we received
much more from the experience than we gave.
Each day began with a wake up call at 6 a.m. After
assembling our lunches from a wonderful assortment of
food laid out on a table, we would enjoy a delicious
breakfast created by the three volunteer Mennonite
cooks. After devotions each morning, we were driven to
our assigned houses. We usually returned about 4 pm
and had time to clean up before having a delicious dinner.
At dinnertime, a spokesperson for each group reported on
their accomplishments for that day.

By Isabel Burch & Bill Porter, Bruton Parish, Williamsburg
In 2013, the Bruton Parish Mission Committee applied for
a "Seeds of Hope Grant" from the Diocese of Southern
Virginia to help us perform Hurricane Sandy relief work
using the Bruton Builders' trailer. The diocese awarded us
a grant of approximately $2,100, and we began to search
for an area where a group of parishioners could travel to
assist in disaster relief. We envisioned using this grant to
help us restock the trailer, take it to the worksite and
share our tools and manpower with a selected project.

After dinner, many of the Bruton volunteers would join the
other six workers and have great conversations and lots
of laughs - sometimes at the expense of a fellow worker.
One of our new friends said "This was the most
ecumenical group (Catholic, Episcopalian, Lutheran,
Mennonite, and Presbyterian) that I have ever worked
with and I've done close to twenty of these trips. It was a
good week for me and a really great group to work with."
The volunteer office manager told us that she had never
seen two groups work so well together and that she had a
hard time figuring out who belonged to which group. Not
only did we enjoy being with the other volunteer group,
but all of us were happy to have the chance of getting to
know our Bruton team members better. Members of each
team worked very closely with fellow volunteers. Wayne
Erickson remarked that "it felt like one person with
eighteen arms."

With the help of the Rt. Rev. Bud Shand, Bishop of the
Diocese of Easton (Maryland), we contacted the
Somerset County Long Term Recovery Committee in
Crisfield, Maryland. Crisfield used to be called "The
Seafood Capital of the World," but as the health of the
Chesapeake Bay declined, so did the prosperity of
Crisfield. Currently Crisfield is the poorest town in
Somerset County, which is the poorest county in
Maryland. A five-foot storm surge during Hurricane Sandy
left most of the city under water and many residents lost
their homes or had severe damage.
Arrangements were made for a group of Bruton
parishioners to go to Crisfield for five days in April and
help at "Kamp Kairos", a former radar station which the
Mennonite Disaster Service converted into lodging for
volunteers. Eleven Bruton volunteers drove to Crisfield,
towing the Bruton Builders’ trailer, on Sunday, April 6 and
returned on Friday, April 11.
The Bruton volunteers joined six other volunteers from the
Washington, DC area and central Pennsylvania for our
work on three houses which were being built for residents
who had lost their homes. Our duties ranged from
installing insulation and siding to building steps, interior
caulking, painting and cleaning. Each team of volunteer
workers had a leader who knew exactly what needed to
be done and could show us how to do the assigned job.
Two of the leaders were nineteen-year-old German young
men named Simon and Leon. They were able to answer
all of our questions about the jobs we were doing. One
day, while working on Simon's team, some of us felt it
was time to take a break. Since Simon said we had to
work a little bit more (and we always had to do "what
Simon says"), we remarked that some of us had
grandchildren older than Simon and he didn't understand
that we needed to rest. One of our new Presbyterian
friends said, "Most of my clothes are older than Simon." In
all seriousness, Simon and Leon are wonderful young
men who treated us well and helped to make our work fun
and rewarding.

There will be work to do in Crisfield for a long time, and it
is our hope that we will have a chance to return to Kamp
Kairos to continue our assistance there. We also hope
that others, who were not able to go on this trip, will
consider going on a future trip. There are always jobs for
people of any skill level, and you will return home with
newly developed expertise in a variety of fields, new
friends and great memories. When the time comes, we
encourage you to sign up for an amazing experience.

We were especially fortunate also to meet some of the
people who were going to live in two of the houses under
construction. These people were so appreciative of the
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Blessing of the teddy bears at St.
John’s, Chester

understand that each resident had a different level of
ability, and both the class and the art produced brought
joy to the residents, the staff and the volunteers. Her love
of art and painting became the vessel for Emmanuel to
reach out to Tinty and to the residents.

As part of their
outreach
program, the
members of St.
John's, Chester,
decided to collect
teddy bears. The
bears are blessed
and then given to
the Chesterfield
County Police
Department.
"Officers will be
The Rev. Dale Custer and the Rev.
able to have the
Sherry Munday bless the bears.
bears in their
patrol cars to give
to any child they encounter who is upset or in a stressful
situation," said Deacon Sherry Munday. (The Rev. Sherry
Munday and the Rev. Dale Custer, rector of St. John's,
bless the teddy bears.)

Tinty's health deteriorated and she passed away February
23, 2014. In his homily at her funeral, Rev Robert Coniglio
recalled the asset mapping session and God's presence
in our midst and noted how God allows miracles to
happen wherever and whenever we allow God to enter
our lives, no matter what our circumstances. Tinty's spirit
was alive and well and spoke to the members of
Emmanuel.
There is now a "residents' art wall" in the dining room and
a nurse has requested that some of the paintings be
placed around the nurses' stations. The class on March
18 will be dedicated to Tinty and the participants will be
painting angels. We will be asking the resident artist to
title their work after an angel in their lives. Though Tinty is
no longer physically with us she lives on in our hearts and
in our spirits as we continue God's command to love our
neighbors as ourselves.

Eastern Shore churches participate
in Stop Hunger Now event

Asset mapping exercise leads to
new ministry for Emmanuel, Cape
Charles

By Scott Norris, Emmanuel, Jenkins Bridge
In spite of a rainy
day, over 80
volunteers,
including clergy,
members and
friends, from all
seven Episcopal
Churches on the
Eastern Shore of
Virginia gathered on
Saturday, March
29, at Emmanuel,
Jenkins Bridge.

By Trixie Miller, Emmanuel, Cape Charles
In April 2013, the Rev. Canon Jeunee Godsey led
Emmanuel, Cape Charles, in an asset mapping session.
We identified our individual and communal strengths and
areas of expertise. We brainstormed ideas for reaching
out within and beyond the walls of our church. One idea
was to develop and implement an outreach program at
the local assisted living facility, Heritage Hall, as one of
our parishioners, Cynthia "Tinty" McGirr, had recently
become a resident there. Tinty was an accomplished
artist and after much discussion, contemplation and
prayer the idea of a painting class surfaced. Working with
the Activities Director, Tinty and a cadre of Emmanuel
volunteers the first class was held on July 23, 2013.

In assembly line fashion, large volumes of rice, soy
protein, dried vegetables, and vitamin-mineral
supplements were portioned out into meal packages,
weighed, sealed and boxed for delivery. Hundreds
of willing hands worked together seamlessly to package
12,800 meals in just a few hours. As a bonus, Chef Fred
Scholer cooked chili and soup for all present, including a
sample of the food package product, as the crowd worked
to prepare the packages for distribution to the hungry in
under served countries.

Initially, the art work produced in the classes did not meet
Tinty's expectations as an artist but she soon came to

The seven churches also donated a combined total of
$3,600 towards the cost of the ingredients of the meal
packages. An amazing and joyful experience was had by
all present.
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Sharing stories helps build prison
ministry at Eastern Shore Chapel

Energy Star is an international standard for energy
efficient consumer products, buildings and existing
facilities. It was created in 1992 by the Environmental
Protection Agency and the Department of Energy. Since
then, Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, Taiwan
and the European Union have adopted the program.

"We've been on lockdown here all month due to gangrelated incidents at this place. It's the first time we've
been on such an extended lockdown, which means no
church services, pod bible studies and fellowship,
KAIROS reunions, etc. I hope that this time down in the
cells has given all of us some time to think about the
course of our lives... It grieves me deeply that many of
these guys choose to be involved with gangs and fight
each other. So much pride and hate, and very few good
examples for them to follow." -- Anthony G., Sussex II
State Prison

The Energy Star program has developed energy
performance rating systems for several commercial and
institutional building types and manufacturing facilities.
The ratings are used by building and energy managers to
evaluate the energy performance of existing buildings and
industrial plants. A Houses of Worship Benchmark has
existed since 2009 and the first Energy Stars were
awarded in 2010 for the energy use in 2009. Go to
www.energystar.gov/buildings/sector-specific-resources/
congregation-resources for Energy Star resources for
Houses of Worship. The Web listing of Houses of
Worship who have achieved at least one Energy Star is
one of the links on that page.

Eastern Shore Chapel, Virginia Beach, participates in
KAIROS and Prison Visitation Society ministries to prison
inmates. One of the ways that they build support and
involvement in those ministries is through the Stories from
Prison blog written by volunteers and, sometimes, by
inmates. Stories from Prison
(www.easternshorechapel.org/prisonstories) are about
forgiveness and friendship. They are about lives
transformed - both those of the inmates and those of the
volunteers. Most of all they are stories of hope. New
stories are added regularly ... come back often!

St. Andrew’s, Newport News,
earns fourth Energy Star
By Bob Lord, St. Andrew’s, Newport News

St. Paul’s Downtown Farm
Market: Fresh produce for all our
neighbors

St. Andrew's has achieved its fourth Energy Star in five
years. There have only been 42 Houses of Worship, only
two of which are Episcopal Churches, who have ever
earned even one Energy Star. While not an easy process,
it is not "rocket science", and the road is one well worth
traveling. To be recognized as an Energy Star Facility a
facility must rate in the upper 25 percentile, in energy use
efficiency, of all like facilities. In the six years St. Andrew's
has participated in this program our energy use efficiency
has increased by over 20%. Without a way to take
weather out of the equation, which the Energy Star
Program does, we would not be able to be sure how
effective our energy conservation methods were. There
are many reasons why St Andrew's got involved in this
program: decreasing budgets and increasing utility rates
being the obvious ones. Ultimately, though, as a church,
we felt we had a special calling by God to be the best
stewards possible of the gifts he has so richly bestowed
on us. While St. Andrew's has made a number of
improvements in its energy handling equipment and
facilities, much of our gain was made by a concerted and
continual effort by the staffs of the church and school as
well as by all parishioners. The Energy Star is not an end
in itself, but a process and a way to stay the course.

St. Paul's, Norfolk, and Five Points Community Farm
Market in Norfolk have partnered to bring fresh fruit,
vegetables and flowers to Downtown Norfolk every
Saturday, rain or shine, from May through November, 9
a.m. to noon. The market is located in St. Paul's parking
lot at 201 St. Paul's Boulevard. All profits from the market
are converted to Farm Market Green Vouchers which are
distributed to Tidewater Gardens' residents for use at the
Mobile Farm Market each Saturday at the Basilica of St.
Mary of the Immaculate Conception.
The Market is staffed by volunteers from St. Paul's, Five
Points, the Basilica of St. Mary of the Immaculate
Conception, Eastern Virginia Medical School's "Food Is
Medicine" program, and residents of Tidewater Gardens.
Follow the market on Facebook (www.facebook.com/
saintpaulsfarmmarket) and keep up with what's fresh.
Learn more about this unique collaboration at
www.saintpaulsnorfolk.com.
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By Nancy Smith, St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach

News was elected and installed as Province III United
Thank Offering Coordinator at the ECW Province III
meeting in Hersey, Pennsylvania, in April.

ECW Spring Meeting Theme: Revitalization Works

In Memoriam

News from our Diocesan ECW

Redeemer Board Members:
Beth Daniel, president; Mary
Alligood, secretary; Nancy
Markwith, treasurer and Jo
Anne Simpkins, 1st vice
president, shared the story of
their successful ECW
revitalization at the Spring
Annual Meeting of Episcopal
Church Women.

Pearl Wesley Parker, ECW Diocesan President – 20012002, passed away April 15, 2014.
Barbara Speace Grice, ECW Diocesan President - 19771978, passed away April 16, 2014.
We give thanks for our sisters, Pearl and Barbara, who
continued to serve the church in many ways until their
time to rest in peace with the Lord.
Help Discern ECW’s Future

Two years ago, the Redeemer
ECW in Midlothian, like many
Redeemer, Midlothian board ECWs in the Diocese of
members shared the story of Southern Virginia, struggled
their successful ECW
to survive. Then, they decided
revitalization. Bottom row
to make some changes.
(L to R) Jo Anne Simpkins,
Today, a new organizational
Mary Alligood and top row structure and mission with a
Beth Daniel, Nancy
focus on outreach, spiritual
growth, service and fellowship identified through dialog
with the women of Redeemer have revitalized
Redeemer’s ECW. Volunteers gladly help with outreach
and service projects; and enjoy enriching fellowship.

At the ECW Triennial Meeting 2012, delegates adopted a
resolution which called for research and review of the
present function and structure of the Episcopal Church
Women National Broad and the mission ECW as a whole.
An Ad Hoc Committee assigned to discern ECW’s
continuing role and impact of the life of the Episcopal
Church invites all women and men who care about the
future of the Episcopal Church to complete a survey.
Individual responses will be kept confidential. The results
of the survey will be included in the committee’s report at
2015 Triennial Meeting. The survey is available online:
www.surveygizmo.com/s3/1601926/empoweryour-voice2104 or download a PDF at
Empoweryourvoice2014eng.pdf or Empower
yourvoice2014spanish.pdf. Mail to: Crystal Brook
Consulting, 1000 Whitlock Avenue, Suite 320/#333,
Marietta, GA 30064. Please submit your completed
survey by June 30, 2014.

“It was a rewarding journey for each of us on the board,”
Beth Daniels said. “We worked hard but had some fun
while on the journey.”
“Redeemer’s presentation was stimulating and right in
tune with work being done by the National ECW,” said
Barbara Taylor, ECW president, Diocese of Southern
Virginia. An Ad Hoc Committee has distributed a survey
for feedback to help them determine how ECW will have a
continuing role and impact in the life of the Episcopal
Church. The results will be presented at the 2015
Triennial meeting. (See information below.)

ECW Scholarships awarded to 13
recipients
By Susan Broaddus, Diocesan ECW Student Work Chair
This year the Elise Holliday fund produced $10,000 for
scholarships to students in our Diocese.

Barbara welcomed representatives from ECWs in all nine
convocations to the meeting hosted by the Church of the
Good Shepherd in McKenney May 17. Good Shepherd
Rector, the Reverend Cherian Pulimootil celebrated
Eucharist and installed Janis Chenery, Christ Church,
Danville as the ECW Diocesan Board’s new recording
secretary. Willene Johnson, St. James Church, Warfield,
Virginia, has also joined the diocesan board as Farmville
Convocation Chair.

We are happy to report that Steven Oakes, St. Aidan's,
Virginia Beach, was awarded $1,100. Clair Davis of St.
Christopher's, Portsmouth, Courtney Hardy of Emmanuel,
Hampton, and Robert Schofield of St. Aidan's, Virginia
Beach, received $1,050 each. Emily Reed of Eastern
Shore Chapel, Virginia Beach, Imari Viney of St.
Augustine's, Newport News, Taylor Worrell of St. Luke's,
Powhatan, and Owen Wright of Good Shepherd,
Richmond, received $750 each. Finally Ashley Coles of
Grace, Norfolk, Erica Cooke of Emmanuel, Virginia
Beach, Wren Thomas, Cabell Thomas and Vincent
Thomas all from Good Shepherd, Norfolk, each were
awarded $550. Congratulations to all of these promising
young people!

Southern Virginia Women Elected to Province
Positions
ECW Diocesan President, Barbara Taylor, St. Francis,
Virginia Beach was elected and installed as the Province
III, ECW Vice President and United Thank Offering
Treasurer, Joyce Douglas, St. Augustine’s, Newport
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Congo Anglican Church Women
Make Strides

Susan Broaddus at broaddusssusan@aol.com or 757623-0205. Gifts may be sent by check, payable to the
“ECW” to Grace Martino-Strid, 3457 Chesapeake
Boulevard, Norfolk, VA 23513 (757-853-8520).

By Susan Broaddus, Diocesan ECW Student Work Chair
In May 2013, the ECW voted to support the strong
Anglican Mothers’ Union in the Diocese of Bukavu, D.R.
Congo. Our sisters in Christ are doing what we cannot
do, but they need our prayer and help with resources.
Our goal is to raise $10,000 by December 2014 and it is
close to being met and then some. As of the end of May
2014, over $7,000 has been raised. Treasurer Grace
Martino-Strid sent the first gift of $2,500 in April 2014 with
the request that half be used to buy more sewing
machines and materials. Another $695 was sent at the
same time from St. Paul’s in Norfolk, also for sewing
machines. Go to www.diosova.org/ecw and click on News
& Events to read the Mothers’ Union 2013 report sent out
this March: Tamar Report 2013

Southern Virginia Daughters of the
King Host Province III Meeting
and Retreat
By Nancy Smith, St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach
The Order of the Daughters of the King (DOK) of the
Diocese of Southern Virginia hosted the Province III
Annual Meeting and Retreat in Williamsburg May 31-June
1. Ronda Toll, Southern Virginia’s DOK Diocesan
President and meeting and retreat coordinator, said
“Many thanks to everyone who helped make the meeting
and retreat a great success.”

Since last year, the Congolese army and the UN
Peacekeeping contingent, now with a serious mandate,
have systematically started to push the militias out. There
remains more to be done in North Kivu and elsewhere,
but the end is in sight. Congo is rebuilding its
infrastructure. Many helpful NGOs are present but with
timelines, yet the Anglican Church will be there after
these agencies disband.

Province III President, Laura Richardson, Trinity.
Washington, D.C., welcomed 111 members and guests
from eight dioceses in five states at the business meeting
Friday evening. On Saturday, Province III DOK Chaplain,
Rev. Calkins, rector at St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal
Church in Laytonville, Maryland led retreat sessions on
“Finding the Depth and Breadth of God.” The weekend
ended with Holy Eucharist, a Memorial Service and the
blessing of blanket handmade during the weekend to be
given to comfort critically ill children through an
organization called Project Linus.

The Bishop’s wife, Mme Veneranda Nyota Bahati,
founded the Tamar Project named for King David’s
daughter Tamar (II Samuel13). A number of their
Mothers’ Unions participate in rehabilitating numerous
strong survivors of traumatic assault through Bible study,
counseling and fellowship, food, clothing, medical care,
help with housing, help with children, catering lessons,
tailoring lessons, and micro-credit. When they have
reached a certain point in their training, they are given
certificates of completion and move on to their new lives.
These women, some raising children alone, are given
love and hope and a chance at a self-sufficient,
productive life while maintaining their lifeline with the
Church.

Celebrating Pentecost
"The people of Martin's Brandon Church, Disputanta,
celebrated the Day of Pentecost with worship, song and
color," says the Rev. Eve Butler-Gee, rector. "Members
took the shiny red balloons home with them as a reminder
that the Spirit is in us and with us at all time." Visit the
diocesan Facebook page to see more pictures from
Pentecost celebrations in Southern Virginia.

Last year Susan Broaddus, a former missionary in Congo,
visited with members of the Diocese of Virginia led by
Buck Blanchard, Director of Overseas Mission and
Outreach. Tear Fund (U.K.) has done short seminars on
rape counseling. Archbishop Isingoma is promoting study
in each parish throughout the nine Dioceses to raise the
status of women and promote “positive masculinity.” This
year, the Diocese of Virginia visitors will continue their
encouragement of the Tamar Project but are focused on
the sort of counseling needs that the Church may yet
have for these survivors.
To hear more about this outreach project you can invite a
member of the Women-to-Women (Diocese of Southern
Virginia) Speaker’s Bureau to speak at your church
service or special event. To make arrangements, contact
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The Rev. John Kerr receives
Sullivan Award

“W ho better to receive this honor than a man who
has welcomed students into his home . .. when
they could not get home to their own families;
who works side by side with them under the
grueling sun ... to build classrooms; who
volunteers to drive car -less students ... to doctor
and therapy appointments; and who lets students
who cannot afford storage spaces or parking
passes use the free space at his own house?”
asked one of several students who nominated
him for the award. “It is the unique combination
of his penchant for teaching, hands -on service,
and accepting and loving spirit that has helped so
many students on this campus thrive,” said
another. One student said he was indebted to
John’s kindness. “John Kerr has taught me the
power of caring, the power of love, and has
inspired me to give of m yself.”

By Hilary Cooley, Communications Director,
Bruton Parish, Williamsburg
On Sunday, May 11, the Rev. John Maxwell Kerr
of Bruton Parish, W illiamsburg, received the
Algernon Sydney Sullivan Award during
commencement ceremonies at The College of
W illiam and Mary. Three Sullivan awards are
given each year, one to an individual who has a
close working relationship with the College. The
following is an excerpt from the commencement
program.
“JOHN MAXW ELL KERR, Episcopal chaplain to
the students, faculty, and staff at W illiam & Mary,
has been a source of support and inspiration for
countless members of the College community.
As part of Campus Ministries United at W illiam &
Mar y, John opens his office, his home, and his
heart to serve the needs of people of all faiths —
and no faith — with an equal outpouring of
concern and love. W hether it’s counseling for a
student who has lost a loved one, leading the
campus Canterbury Association on a service
pilgrimage to repair an elementar y school in San
Pedro, Belize, or creating a safe and welcoming
environment for LGBT campus members, John
builds strong personal relationships by finding
intellectual common ground with and valuing the
uniqueness of each individual.

News from Chanco on the James
By Talley Sale Banazek, Development/Marketing Director, Chanco on the James
Family Camp: Vacation or reunion at an great price!

about swimming in the James, bonfires at night, the
wonderful friendships and flying along a zip line, we have
often heard parents say, “When is your adult session? I
want to go to camp!”. Well, now we have camp for you!
Family Camp offers families the opportunity to enjoy
camp together.

Whether you are 1 or 101, Chanco has a camp session
for you! Family Camp offers campers of all ages a
chance to enjoy Camp Chanco together this summer!
After their campers come home from Chanco raving

Family Camp is also a wonderful chance to reunite with
friends, to introduce a younger child to camp, or to have a
family reunion with less expense than other locations and
less hassle than hosting at your own home! Busy moms,
imagine someone else cooking for you for three days
while you enjoy kayaking and canoeing, hiking, fishing,
archery, crafts, sailing, climbing a 32-foot high rock wall or
flying along a zip line. In the evening, after a delicious
dinner, relax around a bonfire under a starry sky with just
the sound of wind, crickets and campfire songs. This is
an excellent opportunity to have true quality time with
your family in the great outdoors at an affordable price.
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So if the above isn’t enough to tempt you to come to
Chanco this summer, here are some more facts about
enjoying camp as a family to ponder…
 Activities at Camp Chanco are enjoyed by people of
all ages! Grandpa might enjoy just sitting in the
shade reading, while Joey flies along a zip line and
Susie enjoys swimming at the pool! Mom is just
happy not to have to cook, clean or do dishes and
instead takes time to read, walk, swim and play. Dad
loves hiking and is thrilled to have lots of time to fish
in the James River. There is something for everyone!
 Camp creates an environment for quality family time
and bonding with the kids. Life is simple and easy at
Chanco so you can focus on what you love most –
your family.
 No electronics. Being outdoors and having a huge list
of active things to do means the iPod, phone,
television, and video games aren’t needed. They
aren’t even missed.





Family camp is offered August 21-24. Don’t miss it! Visit
us at www.chanco.org for more information and online
registration. Questions? Contact Executive Director
Gareth Kalfas at director@chanco.org or 888-7CHANCO
(888-724-2626).
Scholarships at Chanco make the difference

great life-long friends and have definitely been
brought closer to God.” ~ Jessica Denomme
“I am extremely thankful for Christ and Grace’s
contribution to my scholarship for Chanco on the
James. It helped enable me to spend a wonderful
twelve days of my summer at a camp where I have
made lifelong friends and bonds. Chanco has urged
the leader in me to step forward. The lessons I have
learned will forever accompany me as I made
decisions in my everyday life.” ~ Catherine Poarch
“Last year the Boys’ Home was the recipient of
scholarships for two teenagers. While at camp the
boys had opportunities to utilize and strengthen their
leadership skills. Staff affirmed them and campers
were inclusive. The two boys shared stories with me
of situations in which they felt they had been
supportive to others. They were thrilled by the
opportunity to be on the water; their 15 years had
been in the mountains of Virginia. As chaplain, I was
most pleased to hear their assessment of the spiritual
life at Chanco. When I asked how chapel at Chanco
differed from other camps they attended, I was told,
‘At Chanco the message was simple. Love God and
love others! They never preached. They thought I’m
OK the way I am!’” ~ The Rev. Connie Gilman,
chaplain, The Boys Home

These words and the experiences of hundreds of other
campers tell us that Chanco changes lives. And for many
young people, this transformation would not be possible if
not for the generosity of our donors. Make a difference in
a life today. It is the gift that truly lasts a lifetime.

Chanco transforms lives. Every year Chanco offers
financial assistance to camper families that make a
summer at Camp Chanco a reality for campers who
would otherwise be unable to attend. Chanco has several
endowed Scholarship Funds that make scholarships
possible for many campers every single year. Our donors
make this possible.
Chanco’s first Camp Director, Charlie Hughes passed
away on April 7, 2014. Charlie spent much of his life in
ministry to Chanco. Even after he completed his time
serving as Camp Director, Charlie often led Out Trips,
was Out Trip Director, and served as Interim Camp
Director when Chanco was in transition. In his memory,
Charlie’s family requested that donations be given to
Chanco on the James for the Scholarship Fund and over
$2,600 has been donated in his memory.
How does a Chanco scholarship impact a life? Nothing
tells the story better than the direct words of those whose
lives have been transformed by experiences at Chanco:
 “There is a spirituality at Chanco like I’ve never
experienced before. Each summer, I try to help send
a camper who may not financially be able to go on
their own. I’m absolutely sure my parents received
financial support so I could attend Chanco for five
summers. And now it’s a joy to give back.” – Katy
Ebersole
 “I will always carry the Chanco spirit with me no
matter how old or far away I am. Thank you for
everything you have done for me. By introducing me
to Chanco, my life has been changed. I have met

Checks may be made to Chanco on the James with
Scholarship Fund in the memo line and mailed to Chanco
at 394 Floods Drive, Spring Grove, VA 23881). If you
would like more information on scholarships, please
contact Executive Director Gareth Kalfas at 8887CHANCO (888-724-2626) or director@chanco.org If you
would like more information on making donations to the
Scholarship Fund, the Annual Fund or endowed funds,
contact Development/Marketing Coordinator Talley
Banazek at talley@banazek.com.
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Calendar of Events
Visit the “Workshops, Training &
Events” and “Youth” pages of our
website for even more upcoming
events, www.diosova.org.
______________________
Integrity meeting—June 22, 2 p.m.
at Eastern Shore Chapel, Virginia
Beach. Go to
www.integritydiosova.blogspot.com
for more information.
Episcopal Youth Event (EYE)
2014—July 9-13, Villanova
University, Philadelphia, PA. Go to
the Youth Events page of our website
for more information.
Happening Reunion—July 26, 9
a.m. to 7 p.m. at Chanco on the
James. The Happening Team is
hosting a day of festivities for alumni
on July 26 that you won't want to
miss. Options throughout the day will
include zips and ropes, music and
praise, social time, picnics and
cookouts. We'll also have a service
project going on in the morning for
those who want to help out around
the grounds at our beloved Chanco.
Go to www.diosova.org for details
and registration.
Biking for a Better World—
September 13, St. Martin’s,
Williamsburg. Fun event for the whole
family. Proceeds benefit Chanco on
the James and Episcopal Relief &
Development. Watch
www.diosova.org for details and
registration coming soon.

Go. Baptize. Make Disciples: An
invitation to Baptismal living —
September 25-27, St. John's,
Portsmouth. Offered by the North
American Association for the
Catechumenate (NAAC). The NAAC
is an ecumenical organization that
seeks to promote and nurture the
catechumenal process in order that
the whole faith community might fulfill
Christ's commission to make
disciples, baptizing and teaching all
people. Member denominations
include the Episcopal Church,
Anglican Church of Canada,
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Canada, Presbyterian
Church USA, and the United
Methodist Church. Go to
www.catechumenate.org for more
information.
October Weekend—October 11-12,
Chanco on the James. For grades 812 and their adult advisors.
Fall Camp at Shrine Mont: October
27-30, Shrine Mont, Orkney Springs,
VA. The Tri-Diocesan Council on
Aging will offer its annual Fall Camp
on October 27-30, 2014. Go to
diosova.org for more information as it
becomes available.
Happening #62—November 7-9,
Chanco on the James

November Weekend—November 14
-16, Chanco on the James.
123rd Annual Council of the
Diocese of Southern Virginia—
February 6-7, 2015, Williamsburg
Lodge Convention Center,
Williamsburg, VA.
78th General Convention of the
Episcopal Church—June 25-July 3,
2015, Salt Palace Convention Center,
Salt Lake City, UT. Go to
www.generalconvention.org for
information.

Safe Church
Classroom Training
Go to diosova.org/safe_church for
more information.
June 21 - Bruton Parish,
Williamsburg
August 16 - St. Andrew's, Newport
News
September 13 - St. Michael's, Bon Air
November 8 - Holy Trinity, Onancock
December 6 - St. Paul & St. Andrew,
Kenbridge

Clergy Conference—November 1012, Chanco on the James.

Get More News From Around Our Diocese!
Follow us on:

Sign up for our weekly
eNews at our website,
www.diosova.org

Facebook (facebook.com/diosova)
Twitter (@Diosova)
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