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11827 Canon Blvd., Suite 101 
Newport News, VA 23606-3071 

 
On June 8, the Diocesan office moved to a new leased 
space in Newport News. Diocesan staff spent weeks 
preparing and packing, and a moving company took two 
days loading and moving the office. Everything from 
desks and copy paper to Communion silver and bishops' 
portraits made the trip.  
 
The new office is located in the heart of Newport News’ 
City Center business district, and its interior was 
designed specifically to suit our needs. It is easily 
accessible from Interstate 64 and there is ample free 
parking in an adjoining parking garage. The new location 
offers all the benefits of modern office accommodations, 
providing much-needed office improvements, including 
updated technology.  Additionally, utilities, maintenance, 
and office cleaning are provided by the landlord, freeing 
us from property management issues.   
 

Email addresses and phone numbers remain the same 
and you can find a list of those at www.diosova.org.  
 
Once we are fully settled in our new location, we look 
forward to hosting an open house for our Diocesan 
family. Watch for your invitation! 

The Diocesan office has moved! 

Go to our website to register for news by email, www.diosova.org.  Follow us on Facebook & Twitter. 
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I am pleased to announce to all in the Episcopal Church in 
Southern Virginia that after a six year journey Talbot Hall 
has been officially sold to Talbot Hall West LLC. As I am 
sure you have heard, the new owners of the property are 
planning on building 12 to 14 small footprint, single family 
homes there. The LLC is primarily comprised of local 
Norfolk families who have a deep love for the area of 
Talbot Park and who share a commitment to the wellbeing 
of the property's unique character. 
 
The journey that has culminated in this final sale has been, 
quite frankly, an arduous one. It has demanded many 
hours of hard work from members of the Diocesan Property 
Committee, the Talbot Hall Task Force, the Standing 
Committee, members of the Executive Board, the diocesan 
staff, and our Diocesan Chancellors. Likewise, these last 

six years have been punctuated by events such as 
intensive Town Hall meetings in the Talbot Park 
neighborhood, various meetings with city officials, and 
multiple court appearances by both our chancellors and the 
Property Committee co-chairs. It has also been a journey 
that has received significant local media coverage - both 
accurate and inaccurate at times. Needless to say, we 
have come a long way in the last six years and it hasn't 
always been easy or painless. 
 
Yet, from my perspective, I believe we have arrived exactly 
where we had hoped to arrive - and done so in a manner 
that fully reflects the initial goals and objectives set by our 
Diocesan Council in 2012. We have ensured that the 
property will be used in a manner that is in keeping with the 
nature of the local neighborhood. We have ensured that 
the waterfront environment of the property will be well 
cared for. And we have conveyed the property with respect 
for the historic nature of the Manor House. But, above all, 
we have accomplished these goals while still being good 
stewards of a very important diocesan financial asset. The 
Talbot property was - from the very beginning, as a gift of 
the Talbot family - an asset conveyed in trust to all the 
people and parishes in the Episcopal Church in Southern 
Virginia. To that end, in conveying the property, we have 
practiced healthy Christian stewardship across our entire 
diocese.                                         Continued on page 2 

Bishop Hollerith’s reflection on the sale of Talbot Hall 
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Reflection on the sale of Talbot 
Hall, cont. from p. 1 
  
While selling Talbot Hall may be cause for celebration, it 
is also - from where I sit as your bishop - cause for grief. 
The beautiful live oak trees, the expansive lawn from the 
Manor House, the Gunn Center and the Episcopal 
Residence are all places that are part of a whole host of 
wonderful memories shared by so many. Talbot Hall has 
represented the stately, established, presence of the 
Episcopal Church in our part of Virginia. It has been a 
symbol of faith experience for earlier generations of 
Episcopalians, and as such represents the Church of the 
past and, perhaps even for some, the Church in simpler 
and surer times. To sell Talbot Hall is to lose something 
special, to let go of a place that possesses emotional and 
spiritual value. This fact must be acknowledged by all of 
us. 
  
In the years ahead, there will be those who will continue 
to struggle with what we have done, and those who will 
believe that the sale is an act of responsible stewardship. 
Most of us will feel some of both, I suspect. But, 
regardless, all of us will share in the same responsibility - 
the responsibility to answer the high calling of our Lord 
Jesus to follow him - to follow him into a new era of faith 
and mission. With that in mind, I pray that we can now 
move forward - and do so with the assurance that all 
things can and will be made holy for those whose hearts 
remain fixed on him. 
  
Faithfully, 
The Rt. Rev. Holly Hollerith    
 
 

Clergy transitions 
 
The Rev. Julia Messer began as Priest Associate at 
Eastern Shore Chapel, Virginia Beach, 2/1/2015 
 
The Rev. Marguerite Alley, Deacon, left Emmanuel, 
Virginia Beach, 3/26/2015 
 
The Rev. Alan Meade, Interim Rector, left Ascension, 
Norfolk, 4/15/2015 
 
The Rev. Stewart Tabb will begin as Rector of Ascension, 
Norfolk 5/1/2015   
 
The Rev. Tyler Montgomery will begin as Associate 
Rector and Canterbury Chaplain at Bruton Parish, 
Williamsburg, 6/8/2015 
 
The Rev. Cherian Pulimootil will retire from Good 
Shepherd, McKenney, 6/28/2015 
 
The Rev. Ashley Urquidi will begin as Assistant Rector at 
Old Donation, Virginia Beach, 7/1/2015    
 

James Solomon Russell Feast Day 
celebrated 
By the Rev. Terrence Walker, Trinity, South Hill 
 
The Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia celebrated 
the Feast of the Venerable Doctor James Solomon 
Russell, Sunday, March 29, 2015, at the New RZUA 
Headquarters in La Crosse, Virginia. A native of 
Mecklenburg County, Russell attended Hampton Normal 
and Agricultural Institute and taught school in North 
Carolina where he learned of the Episcopal denomination 
and became a convert. His most notable achievement, 
along with founding at least twenty churches in Southside 
Virginia, was the establishment of Saint Paul's College 
(1888-2013) in Lawrenceville, Virginia, an institution that 
trained and educated individuals who impact local and 
wider communities to this day. 
  
Officiating at the service was the Right Reverend Herman 
Hollerith IV, Tenth Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Southern Virginia. Among the other clergy of the Diocese 
was the Rev. Dr. Joseph N. Green, Jr., who was 
recognized for over sixty years of service to the Church 
and to the larger community. 
  
In his sermon, the Reverend Doctor John L. Ghee, 
Presiding Bishop of the RZUA Churches of America, 
focused on the concept that divine purpose comes with a 
plan and with the resources necessary to accomplish that 
purpose. Referencing Russell's autobiography Adventure 
in Faith (Morehouse Publishing, 1936), Ghee enumerated 
the series of events that led to a nationally recognized 
college in rural Brunswick County, Virginia, being founded 
by a former slave. Ironically, Russell was also involved 
with the founding of the RZUA Churches of America. 
  
Present for the service were three generations of the 
Russell family. Elected officials from Brunswick and 
Mecklenburg Counties were either on hand or 
represented at the celebration. A number of local 
businesses and individuals were sponsoring agents for 
the commemoration. Music was provided by the Sharon 
Baptist Church Mass Choir. Following the service, 
attendees retired to Trinity Episcopal Church for a light 
repast. 
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Writing Easter eggs 
By Evelyn Lawrence, Emmanuel, Jenkins Bridge  
 
Lent is often a time 
when churches in the 
Diocese offer special 
study programs or 
services of reflection. 
This year Emmanuel, 
Jenkins Bridge, decided 
to delve into a centuries-
old custom that is 
familiar to anyone who 
has an Eastern 
European background - 
making Pysanky for 
Easter. 
  
A presentation 
introduced participants 
to the theological, 
cultural and artistic 
influences of the long-standing tradition of Pysanky, often 
known as Ukrainian Easter eggs. Weekly sessions began 
with a brief service of meditation and prayer, followed by 
a brown-bag lunch time. Then everyone got out their 
kiskas, bees wax and eggs and began working. Eggs are 
"written" on with bees wax using a kiskas instrument (just 
as icons are "written") and colored with non-edible dyes in 
a batik or wax-resist method, often with intricate 
traditional designs and colors. Many folks surprised 
themselves with their creations of art! 
  
The group decided that they would carry the custom to its 
logical conclusion - the eggs will be blessed on Easter 
Sunday. Many will be in an Easter basket, but not one full 
of candy. The baskets will hold the traditional foods of 
ham, sausage, butter, cheese, salt, horseradish, bread 
and eggs. The Pysanky will have a place of honor in the 
baskets, and will go home to be decorative art displays for 
years to come as they serve as symbols of the hope of 
resurrection. 
 
 

St. Cyprian’s supports 
international outreach program 
 
On March 15 at St. Cyprian's, Hampton, Alexis Canty 
made a detailed and enthusiastic presentation about her 
recent experiences in Nicaragua as part of a special 
program sponsored by OUTREACH 360. 
  
Alexis, a senior at The College of William and Mary, 
joined nine other young people in teaching English to 
impoverished youth in Nicaragua. While there she also 
became immersed in the culture of this poor but proud 
country. Alexis formed strong bonds with the students she 
worked with. She expressed a strong desire to return to 

the country again because of her belief that by doing this 
type of work she was carrying out Jesus' mandate to help 
the poor and needy. 
  
At the conclusion of her presentation, Alexis thanked her 
St. Cyprian's family for their prayers, encouragement and 
financial support that helped make her trip to Nicaragua 
possible. To learn more about this innovative program, 
please go to  www.outreach360.org. 
 
 

Stations of the Cross walk at St. 
Aidan’s 
 
St. Aidan's, Virginia 
Beach, member Mark 
Meadows has 
completed a Stations of 
the Cross path on the 
church grounds as his 
Eagle Scout service 
project. Mark and the 
members of his troop 
completed the 
installation of the 
Stations on the Saturday before Palm Sunday so that it 
could be used during Holy Week. This is the second 
phase in the construction of the St. Aidan's Community 
Prayer Garden, which features a labyrinth in the center of 
the garden. The next stage will be some connecting paths 
and benches. Our hope is that this will be seen and used 
as a gift to the King's Grant Community. St. Aidan's is 
located at the corner of Edinburgh and King's Grant Road 
in Virginia Beach.   
 
 

New tutoring program on the 
Eastern Shore 
 
In April,  a new weekly tutoring program (in partnership 
with Una Familia after school program) got under way at 
St. James', Accomac. Adult volunteers from St. James' 
and St. George's, Pungoteague, along with friends of the 
parish, now offer snacks, homework help and academic 
mentorship to students from Accawmacke Elementary 
School.  

http://www.outreach360.org
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Seeds of Hope Grant helps 
establish Financial Wellness 
educational program for 
community  
By Jessica Moore, Christ Church, Waverly 
 
Christ Church, Waverly, is and continues to be a member 
of Mission Ministries, organization of 15 member 
community churches. This organization operates a weekly 
food pantry which serves approximately 200 area families 
monthly. It also assists families monetarily with such 
things as utilities, rent, medical, prescriptions. Mission 
Ministries is expanding its services to the community to 
include financial management instructional programs. 
  
The Rev. Macon B. Walton, vicar of Christ Church, 
presented to the Rev. Connie Gibbs-Morris, president of 
Mission Ministries, two computers, peripheral equipment 
and instructional materials for the new Financial Wellness 
program which were purchased with funds from a Seeds 
of Hope Grant from the Diocese of Southern Virginia.   
 
 

St. Andrew's, Newport News, 
earns fifth Energy Star, encourages 
other parishes to participate  
By Bob Lord, St. Andrew’s, Newport News 
 
St. Andrew's, Newport News, has achieved its fifth Energy 
Star in Six years. There have only been 50 Houses of 
Worship, only two of which are Episcopal Churches, who 
have ever earned even one Energy Star.  To earn Energy 
Star status a facility must rate in the upper 25 percentile, 
in energy use efficiency, of all like facilities.  In the six 
years St. Andrew's has participated in this program our 
energy use efficiency has increased by over 20%. Without 
a way to take weather out of the equation, which the 
Energy Star Program does, we would not be able to be 
sure how effective our energy conservation methods were 
and make changes where needed.  
 
There are many reasons why St Andrew's originally got 
involved in this program: decreasing budgets and 
increasing utility rates being the obvious ones. Ultimately, 
though, as a church, we felt we had a special calling by 
God to be the best stewards possible of the gifts he has 
so richly bestowed on us. While St. Andrew's has made a 
number of improvements in its energy handling 
equipment and facilities over the years, much of our gain 
was made by a concerted and continual effort by the 
staffs of the church and school as well as by all 
parishioners. The Energy Star is not an end in itself, but a 
process and a way to stay the course. Go to 
www.energystar.gov/buildings to learn how you can get 
started.  
 

Christ & Grace celebrates rector’s 
25th anniversary 
By Juanita Teschner, Christ & Grace, Petersburg 
 
Christ and Grace Church, Petersburg, celebrated the 
Rev. David Hall Teschner's 25th anniversary as the 
church's rector March 29 with a reception and the 
unveiling of his portrait. 
  
The portrait, 
painted by artist 
Kyle Keith of 
Jacksonville, Fla., 
now hangs in 
Lackey Hall with 
portraits of the 
other three 
longtime clergy: 
the Rev. Churchill 
Gibson, the Rev. 
Edwin Carter and the Rev. Boston M. Lackey, Jr. 
  
Senior Warden Cleve Wright served as master of 
ceremonies, speaking about Teschner's tenure and 
unveiling the portrait with the help of Teschner's son 
George. 
  
ECW President Carolyn Thacker presented him a gift 
certificate for a handmade stole, which will bear symbols 
of his choosing. He will wear the white stole during the 
Easter and Christmas liturgical seasons and at weddings, 
baptisms and funerals. 
  
Teschner recognized his son George, who "has been with 
me since the very beginning of my ministry"; Claire Brill, 
his lay assistant for 19 years; James Harris, the church's 
sexton for many years before Teschner arrived at Christ 
and Grace; his wife, Juanita, whom the congregation 
warmly welcomed when they married in December 2000; 
his stepson, Ben Bouser; the vestry members, "who have 
provided strong lay leadership over the years"; former and 
present staff members; and Maureen McClure and 
Suzanne Wright, who led the effort to have the portrait 
painted. 
  
He also thanked the parishioners for their steadfast 
support throughout the 25 years. "It takes a village to 
raise a priest," he said. 
 

Get more news from  
Southern Virginia! 

 

Sign up for our weekly eNews at 
www.diosova.org.  
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Maundy Thursday towel collection 
benefits youth shelters 

 
St. Aidan's, Virginia 
Beach, and Good 
Samaritan, Virginia 
Beach, joined forces to 
do something different 
on Maundy Thursday. 
Members of both 
parishes were asked to 
bring in sets of towels 
for the Thursday 
service where the 
gospel describes Jesus 
washing the feet of the 
disciples. Being clean 
is important, and the 
boys and girls at the 
Seton Youth Shelters 

go through a lot of towels every year. Between the two 
parishes they collected almost 50 sets that were donated 
to the two shelters. Seton serves over 25,000 youth a 
year in the Hampton Roads area with shelter for 
runaways or youth who cannot be in their home, a street 
outreach van and mentoring program for children with an 
incarcerated parent. For more information please contact 
The Rev. Mark Wilkinson at St. Aidan's, 757-340-6459.  
 
 

St. Paul & St. Andrew’s 
participates in “Bells Across the 
Land” 

By Pat Israel, St. Paul & St. Andrew’s, Kenbridge 
 
Thursday, April 
9, 2015 marked 
the 150th 
anniversary of 
the signing of a 
surrender 
agreement at 
Appomattox, 
Virginia, that 
symbolically 
ended four 
years of 
bloodshed- the war between the states - and the 
beginning of re-uniting our country. The National Park 
Service introduced the "Bells Across the Land: a Nation 
Remembers Appomattox" program to commemorate this 
event and inspire communities to continue to move 
forward on efforts toward peace and reconciliation even 
today. 
 
Thus, members Vyta Puleo, Pat Israel, Steve Israel, 
Sandi Essex, Burt Mackenzie, Tom Essex (not seen in 

photo) gathered at the St. Paul and St. Andrew, 
Kenbridge, to participate by ringing the church bell. Many 
citizens of Kenbridge and Victoria who could not attend in 
person, paused at the appointed time to offer prayers for 
peace for our country and the world.   
  
The Church bell began to ring, as directed, at 3:15 p.m. to 
coincide with the time the historic meeting of Lee and 
Grant ended, and continued for 4 minutes (one minute for 
each year of the war). Each minute of the ringing, the 
participants read aloud four prayers from the Book of 
Common Prayer. This prayer that concluded the 
commemoration, is one we all may share: Lord, make us 
instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us 
sow love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is 
discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is 
despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there 
is sadness, joy.  Grant that we may not so much seek to 
be consoled as to console; to be understood as to 
understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that 
we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it 
is in dying that we are born to eternal life. AMEN. (BCP p. 
833 "The Prayer of St. Francis") 

Helping hands in time of need 
 
Bruton Builders, an outreach ministry of Bruton Parish, 
Williamsburg, recently assisted with replacement of a 
porch roof and railings at a home in James City County. 
In their fifth year, Bruton Builders aims to help those in 
need 
locally with 
minor home 
repairs, as 
well as 
those 
affected by 
natural 
disasters 
such as 
Hurricane 
Sandy.  

Several churches in Southern Virginia, including Grace, 

Yorktown (left) and St. Paul's, Suffolk (right), participated in the 

National Park Service's commemoration of the 150th 

anniversary of the end of the Civil War.  

The Rev. Wendy Wilkinson and the Rev. 

Mark Wilkinson delivering the towels to 

the Girl's Shelter. 
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Secularizing a consecrated 
building 
By Pat Israel, St. Paul & St. Andrew, Kenbridge 
 
On Sunday, May 3, 
St. Andrew's, Victoria, 
was deconsecrated. 
Dedicated and 
consecrated in 1921 
by the Rt. Rev. Arthur 
C. Thompson of the 
Diocese of Southern 
Virginia, St. 
Andrew's had a vital 
ministry until 1995 
when the 
congregation joined 
with St. Paul's in 
Kenbridge to form 
what is now St. Paul & 
St. Andrew, 
Kenbridge.  Since that 
time, St. Andrew's 
has served as a 
Shrine for the 
Episcopal Church. 
The building also has been used for worship by other 
denominations. 
  
On May 31, 2014 a fire of suspicious origin seriously 
damaged this Victoria church. Based on responses 
received from the community and surveys obtained, the 
Executive Board of the Diocese of Southern Virginia will 
not be rebuilding this site. However, in the words of the 
ceremony held May 3, "We who are gathered here know 
that this building, which has been consecrated and set 
apart for the ministry of God's holy Word and Sacraments, 
will no longer be used in this way, but will be taken down. 
To many of you this building has been hallowed by 
cherished memories, and we know that some will suffer a 
sense of loss. We pray that they will be comforted by the 
knowledge that the presence of God is not tied to any 
place or building." The service is from the Book of 
Occasional Services, provided to bring closure and 
support to former members and the community. 
  
The service concluded with the following prayer whose 
words of comfort are for all who will miss the presence of 
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church in the Lunenburg County 
community: 
"Lord God, in your great goodness you once accepted to 
your honor and glory this building, now secularized: 
Receive our praise and thanksgiving for the blessings, 
help, and comfort which you bestowed upon your people 
in this place. Continue, we pray, your many mercies in 
your Church, that we may be conscious at all times of 
your unchanging love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen." 
  

The demolition of the building will take place in the next 
couple of months. A date will be offered for those to come 
to the church who have expressed an interest in damaged 
items that will be removed. Donations will be accepted for 
these items. 
  
 

Emmanuel, Hampton, takes part in 
Home Repair Blitz 
 
Thirteen Emmanuel, Hampton parishioners participated in 
Hampton City's Home Repair Blitz on May 2.  Community 
volunteers assist this joint program of the City of 
Hampton, Habitat for Humanity, and the Hampton 
Redevelopment & Housing Authority in helping elderly, 
disabled, low income homeowners to make repairs to the 
outside of their homes.  Blitzes are held in the spring and 
fall each year and  Emmanuel, Hampton has been 
privileged to work with our neighbors since 2013.  This 
May, we fielded our largest group of volunteers to date 
and we got to work on a house all by 
ourselves!  Emmanuel is committed to mission work-
locally, nationally, and internationally- so that all our 
parishioners have an opportunity to demonstrate their 
love for Christ and their neighbors.  

 

Dos Santos Food Pantry breaks 
ground for garden 
 
After years in the planning, the Dos Santos Food Pantry 
on the Eastern Shore - a ministry of St. James', Accomac 
and St. 
George's, 
Pungoteague - 
is becoming a 
reality. Follow 
Dos Santos on 
Facebook and 
watch the 
garden grow!   
 

Bishop Hollerith; Ms. Betty Graber, life-

long member of the church and native 

resident of Victoria, and the Rev. Gini 

DiStanislao, Priest in Charge at St. Paul 

and St. Andrew, Kenbridge.   

https://www.facebook.com/dossantosfoodpantry?fref=photo
https://www.facebook.com/dossantosfoodpantry?fref=photo
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Community Day brings neighbors 
together 
By the Rev. Wendy Wilkinson, Good Samaritan, Virginia 
Beach 

 
Western Bayside 
Churches United 
had their annual 
Spring Community 
Day on May 2 on 
the grounds of 
Good Samaritan, 
Virginia Beach. 
With the combined 
efforts of Good 
Samaritan, Enoch 
Baptist Church, 
and Heritage 
Methodist 
Churches, the 
neighborhood, 
Virginia Wesleyan 

College, and Virginia Beach Police officers, the Western 
Bayside community came together for an afternoon of 
food and fun. This year the police officers of the Third 
Precinct were recognized for their service to the 
community. Captain Hebert was honored for his work in 
building positive relationships between the local residents 
and the police. On the first Thursday of each month the 
churches, police, civic leaders and residents come 
together at Enoch Baptist Church to discuss safety issues 
within the neighborhood. Community Day demonstrated 
the fruits of those conversations.  
 
 

Old Donation’s new “Heavenly 
Wheels” 
By Gretchen Hood, Old Donation, Virginia Beach 
 
If Ezekiel visits 
Virginia Beach this 
summer he might 
not see a wheel in 
the sky, but he 
would definitely 
see the new 
wheels at Old 
Donation, Virginia 
Beach. This week, 
Old Donation took 
ownership of a new 15-passenger custom mini-bus. "This 
parish identified a need for this ministry," said Old 
Donation rector, the Rev. Bob Randall. "We've been 
blessed and fortunate that our old van, affectionately 
called the Big Red Tomato (BRT) aged gracefully and 
served us for so long. But, it wasn't built to accommodate 
disabled parishioners, and has passed its ability to 

perform long trips. This new bus will allow Old Donation to 
expand its outreach in the local community, and travel 
more broadly. We're looking at potential pilgrimages and 
study trips that just weren't feasible before." 
  
ODEC Vestry member Bill Dullaghan led the new bus 
effort. "When I started this, I didn't know much about 
church buses," said Dullaghan, "so I drove up and down 
highway 460 looking at church buses along the way - that 
helped a lot! In the end we had a pretty good idea of what 
we wanted. A new bus is a substantial commitment for 
our parish, so it had to serve everyone's needs. We had it 
equipped with everything from a wheel chair lift to a flat 
screen TV system. Our Rite-13 class is off to New York 
City next week, we couldn't have done that with the BRT, 
but now we can! It will be a great 
first outing for the bus."     
  
The Old Donation bus exterior features a silhouette of the 
bell tower in front of Old Donation's historic brick church. 
It's bold red matches the official Episcopal Church red. If 
you see it on the road this summer, give it a beep and a 
wave. And if you see Ezekiel, bring him by Old Donation 
to take a look. He knows a thing or two about wheels. 
 
 

Chapel Pantry receives recognition 
from Southeastern Cooperative 
Education Programs 
  
The Southeastern Cooperative Educational Programs 
(SECEP) has recognized the Chapel Pantry at Eastern 
Shore Chapel, Virginia Beach, for its commitment to 
community partnership. SECEP provides leadership for 
the development and implementation of comprehensive 
educational programs for students with special needs. For 
the past school year, the Chapel Pantry has teamed with 
the SECEP program at Princess Anne High School. 
Autistic students who hope to join the workforce in local 
retail stores have been "practicing" at the pantry. They 
have been stocking shelves and packing bags. It has 
been a win-win opportunity for both the students and the 
pantry. This is a great example of one ministry 
encouraging another. Chapel Pantry Coordinator Kay 
O'Reilly hopes that this is the first year of many more to 
come.  
 
 

Virginia Beach police officers play corn hole 

with neighborhood children at Community Day. 

Get more news from  
Southern Virginia! 

 

Sign up for our weekly eNews at 
www.diosova.org.  
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Two priests and a mortician went 
fishing… 
By Nancy Kupar-Page, Emmanuel, Jenkins Bridge 

 
One fine morning 
two priests and a 
mortician were out 
on the water, hoping 
to land some fish for 
supper... Sounds 
like the start to a 
good joke, doesn't 
it? Well, it was the 
start of something, 
but it was no joke. 
Many years ago, the 
Rev. Richard Waters 
from Downing 
Methodist Church 
and the Rev. Emmitt 
Mullen were fishing 
with Jim Fox. During 
their discussion that 
day, they hatched a 
plan to use the 
chapel in the Fox 
Funeral Home on 

Chicken City Road in Chincoteague for regular church 
services during the summers when the island population 
swelled tremendously. Mullen, a priest who was serving 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church at Jenkins Bridge, relished 
the idea of an outreach to vacationers (and local 
residents). Here was the beginning of a partnership that 
has endured for over thirty years and has offered the 
celebration of the Eucharist on Sunday mornings during 
the summer. 
  
The main players have changed a bit. The Rev. Clair M. 
Hunkins is now the rector at Emmanuel, and thus the 
main celebrant at the chapel. The chapel itself is now in 
the Fox and Holston Funeral Home. Jim Fox, Dale Fox 
and Dale Holston have continued to make folks feel 
comfortable and have donated various religious articles 
for the altar area. Flowers often adorn the altar as well. It 
is easy to forget that you are in a funeral home. 
  
May 24 will start the thirty-third year of the Emmanuel 
outreach. The Episcopal services are held in the chapel at 
5049 Chicken City Rd., Chincoteague. They are "said 
services" with no music and are casual (come as you are) 
so anyone on vacation may feel comfortable attending. 
They begin at 8:00 am so everyone has time to go to the 
beach later. Congregants are traditionally invited to gather 
for a dutch-treat breakfast together at a local restaurant 
afterwards. The services run from Memorial Day weekend 
through Labor Day weekend. This year that will be May 
24 through Sept. 6. 
  

For more information, call the church at 757-824-5043 
(leave a message) or go to www.emmanuelchurchjb.com. 
All are also invited to share in the celebration of the 
Eucharist at Emmanuel Episcopal Church, 26405 Horsey 
Rd., Jenkins Bridge, Va. (near T's Corner) at 10:30 am 
throughout the year. You never know what a fishing trip 
may bring about!! 
 
 

Bruton Shop is now online 
By Leith Merrow Mullaly, Bruton Parish, Williamsburg  
 
We are very 
excited to 
announce that the 
Parish Shop at 
Bruton Parish, 
Williamsburg, is 
now online! 
Proceeds from 
your purchases at 
the Parish Shop 
benefit mission and outreach.  
  
To access the new Bruton shop online, just follow these 
easy steps: 1. Go to www.brutonparishshop.com; 2. Set 
up your personal account by clicking "My Account" at the 
top of the page; 3. Start shopping!  
  
If an item is out of stock, you may want to add it to your 
personal account "Wish List". You can also reserve items 
to be picked up at the shop. Questions? Contact Bruton 
Shop, shoponline@brutonparish.org or 757-220-1489. 
 
 

Monthly healing service, healing 
for combat veterans 
 
The Rev. Nigel Mumford leads an Ecumenical Healing 
Service on the first Tuesday of each month at Galilee, 
Virginia Beach.  All are welcome. Galilee is located at 
3928 Pacific Ave, Virginia Beach.    
  
Healing for Veterans 
The Welcome Home Initiative for combat veterans is a 
program for veterans from all wars, who have served in 
combat and may still be suffering in silence with post-
traumatic stress or moral/soul injury. There is no cost for 
a veteran to attend.  The Welcome Home program will be 
offered November 12-14 at Galilee, Virginia Beach.  
 
Go to www.byhiswoundsministry.org/outreach/welcome-
home/  for more information on the program and how to 
participate. Go to www.bitly.com/welcomehomevideo to 
watch an interview with Mumford about the Welcome 
Home Initiative.  
 
 

L to R: Dale Fox, Scott Norris, and the Rev. 

Claire Hunkins 

http://www.emmanuelchurchjb.com
http://www.brutonparishshop.com
mailto:shoponline@brutonparish.org
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May Weekend: “Bad Reception, 
Good Connection” 
By Ashley Scruggs, Youth Missioner 

Teens from around the diocese gathered at Chanco this 
past Friday-Sunday for May Weekend 2015.  The theme 
this year was "Bad Reception, Good Connection."  The 
EYC Board offered reflections on issues of faith and 
technology and small groups discussed ways in which we 
connect with God and the impact of social media on our 
lives.  Some highlights of the weekend included a special 
celebratory Eucharist for Pentecost and making cards for 
veterans in honor of Memorial Day.  Participants also 
enjoyed a dance at the Pavilion and access to the ropes 
course. 
  
Hear what one participant had to say about the event: "I 
had an amazing retreat at Chanco this weekend. To be 
greeted like a childhood friend whom you hadn't seen for 
years, after just coming to one weekend, made me truly 
realize how lucky I am to have such a wonderful 
community surrounding me." 
  
The following individuals were elected by the community 
at May Weekend to serve on the EYC Board for the 2015-
2016 program year: Thomas Davis, Audre'ana Ellis, 
Spencer Harrell, Charlie Marks– President, Christina 
Mason, Courtney Mason, Jimmy Murphy, Ricky Nauroth, 
Stephen Peabody. 
  
Mark your calendars now for October Weekend 2015, 
which will take place October 2-4 at Chanco, and will be 
for teens in grades 8-12. To learn more about this or other 
youth ministry opportunities, please contact Youth 
Missioner Ashley Scruggs at ascruggs@diosova.org. 
 
 

14 ECW Scholarships awarded  
By Susan Broaddus, ECW Student Work Chair  
 
This year the Elise Holliday fund had $9,885 for 
scholarships to students in our Diocese.  The sum comes 
from an endowment and in small part from contributions 
to the Book of Remembrance.   We wish we could have 
awarded something to all applicants but were limited to 14 

scholarships ranging from $500 to $1,000. The committee 
is happy to name the following fourteen recipients: Haley 
Barksdale, St. Luke's in Blackstone; Gwen Carr, St. 
John's in Hampton; Erica Cooke, Emmanuel in Virginia 
Beach; Susan Garnett, St. Christopher's in Portsmouth; 
Charlotte Hennessy, St. Paul's in Norfolk; Janae Hester, 
St. Cyprian's in Hampton; John Kearse, III, Emmanuel in 
Virginia Beach; Chukwuemeka Nkwonta, Canterbury 
Center and Good Shepherd in Norfolk; Mayanni 
McCourty, Grace in Norfolk; Hailey Prevett, Trinity in 
South Boston; Bobbie-Lynn Purks, Eastern Shore Chapel 
in Virginia Beach; Margaret Ruffin, St. Andrew's in 
Norfolk; Emma Vermillion, St. Luke's in Blackstone; and 
Ashleigh Watters, Grace in Norfolk. We wish all the 
applicants and recipients the best of success in their 
studies and life journeys. 
 
 

YASC: A mission to Tanzania 
By Andy Russell, Bruton Parish, Williamsburg 
 
Several weeks have passed since I 
graduated from William & Mary. 
Two months to go until my mission 
to Tanzania. You read correctly! 
The Young Adult Service Corps 
(YASC) has placed me in Dodoma, 
Tanzania starting next August. Mt. 
Kilimanjaro, the Serengeti, 
Zanzibar: all incredible features of 
Tanzania. But hardship and 
suffering are realities in Tanzania as well. During my time 
there, I will be serving with The Carpenter's Kids, a 
program run by the Anglican Diocese of Central 
Tanganyika that provides education to children who have 
lost one or both parents to HIV/AIDS. In addition, these 
orphans are provided school supplies, shoes, a uniform, 
access to emergency healthcare, and two mosquito nets. 
So far, the program is supporting at least 6,625 orphans 
across 116 of the 200 parishes. But with an estimated 
40,000 such orphans in the Central Tanganyika diocese 
alone, the need for this program very real. 
  
Mission is the work we all engage in to provide for and 
bring all of the members of Christ's body closer together.  
I really cannot do this alone. This is not my mission, this is 
our mission. And in Tanzania, the need for mission is 
clear: for most HIV/AIDS orphans, the Carpenter's Kids 
program is the only thing keeping them off the streets. 
The schools provide structure and support that would be 
otherwise absent in the lives of these children. 
  
To financially support our mission, donations can be sent 
to Bruton Parish Church (memo line "YASC"), P.O. Box 
3520, Williamsburg, VA 23187-3520. To prayerfully 
support our mission via a Prayer Sponsor List, please 
send a mail or email address to asrussell21@gmail.com. 
To learn more about the mission and The Carpenter's 
Kids, please visit asrussell-yasc.blogspot.com. 
 

mailto:ascruggs@diosova.org
mailto:asrussell21@gmail.com
http://www.asrussell-yasc.blogspot.com
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Mission of the Holy Spirit news 
By Keith A. Josey, Lay Pastor 
 
I would like to take a moment to thank each of you for 
supporting the Mission of the Holy Spirit. Our ability to 
impact so many lives is made possible by your 
generosity. The donations we receive from individuals, 
churches and other organizations help wholeheartedly 
with building the lives of the young people we serve. Our 
desire is to continue reaching out into a hurting 
community and offer hope by modeling the Love of God 
through our worship and the programs we offer. 
 
Our worship community is growing, and we are actively 
searching for priest to volunteer one Sunday afternoon 
per month to provide a Eucharistic presence in our 
service. Celebrating Holy Communion one Sunday a 
month would be a real blessing for us. 
 
As the school year draws to an end, it's imperative that 
we begin to establish a fun, safe alternative to hanging 
out in the neighborhood for our children and teens. 
Throughout this year, we have been blessed to offer 
educational support for our young people on Tuesday 
evenings and music and arts on Wednesdays. Many of 
the school-aged members have taken advantage of these 
programs and are developing academically as well as 
boosting their self-esteem by sharing their gifts. 
 
“Grown and Growing” is our adult life skills support group 
that combines Bible study, coping skills and positive 
strategies for everyday life. Through this program, many 
adults are raising the level of functionality for themselves 
and their families. 
 
You are the catalyst of this great change that is touching 
the lives of every member of the Mission. Your support is 
crucial to the continuation of our programs. With all the 
violence and hopelessness that is gripping the country, 
our presence in the community remains important to 
bridge gaps and break down barriers by standing together 
and giving, out of a true Godly love for our neighbors. 
 
Contact Mission of the Holy Spirit at 757-858-0010 or 
info@missionoftheholyspirit.org.  
 
 

Mission of the Holy Spirit: 
Breaking the Cycle 
By Eva Lynn Trump, Administrator 
 
When the Mission of the Holy Spirit first started in 1993, 
our primary goals were to bring the Good News of Jesus 
Christ to young inner city people, and to encourage them 
to stay in school in order to graduate with their high 
school diplomas. Today, the Sunday worship service 
averages 60 young people and their families, and we 
have 20 to 25 members attending our Tutoring, Music & 

Art and Life Skills weeknight programs. Our members are 
not only staying in school to earn their high school 
diplomas (or G.E.D. equivalent), they are going on to 
trade schools, the military, and college. We are so proud 
to celebrate the college graduation of Nikkia Allen from 
Old Dominion University over Mother’s Day weekend, and 
4 more members will be graduating from their colleges 
and universities by this time next year. As our members 
have grown and entered college, the Mission is pleased 
to help each one of them with their college expenses. The 
following is a letter we received from a Mission member 
who was granted financial assistance: 
 
I am writing this letter simply to express my gratitude. I 
am incredibly grateful and appreciative to REACH-
Mission of the Holy Spirit, not only for the financial 
support towards my future endeavors, but also for the 
recognition of the hard work that I have put in thus far. To 
me, this educational assistance demonstrates your 
generosity, faith in community, and interest in my 
success. With this organization’s support, I can continue 
to reach my academic goals as a student majoring in 
Social Work at Norfolk State University. I am a strong 
believer in volunteering within my community and this 
educational support is further inspiration to continue 
giving back to the people and places that support me in 
my pursuits. As I enter my second year of studies, I hope 
to continue to serve within my community as a Campus 
and Community Outreach Director of Norfolk State 
University’s chapter of Golden Key International Honor 
Society. In addition, [I am] a mentor and volunteer at the 
local community centers and an active member of my 
student body. I hope to inspire others to volunteer and 
give back, as I continue on my own academic journey. I 
would like to thank the REACH-Mission of the Holy Spirit 
for your recognition and support. 
 
Clearly, this young woman is working hard to break the 
cycle of poverty that imprisons inner-city young people, 
and she has been empowered go far in this world. 
 
While the Mission has helped Ms. Dawkins and others in 
the past, our bank balance is the lowest it has been in at 
least 10 years; we may not have the funds to help our 
college students for the fall semester. We are considering 
cutting programs at a time of year when we need them 
most: when children are on break from school and looking 
for something to do. We want to keep them occupied with 
spiritual, educational and fun programs, and safe away 
from the violence and drugs in their neighborhoods. 
 
We are so grateful for all of our individual, church and 
business supporters, and ask that you consider your 
donation prayerfully. The work of the Mission is through 
the grace of God, and we desperately need your help to 
continue to bring the Good News, quality programs, and 
educational assistance to our inner city youth and their 
families. 
 
Contact Mission of the Holy Spirit at 757-858-0010 or 
info@missionoftheholyspirit.org.  
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ECW Adopts 2015-2016 Outreach 
Project: God Bless the Children 
By Nancy Smith, St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach 

 
When Nancy Sands, 
ECW diocesan 
president, asked women 
gathered at the ECW 
Spring Annual Meeting 
for a positive vote to 
support an outreach 
project near and dear to 
her heart, she got it.  
The women voted 
unanimously to adopt 
the 2015-2016 ECW 
diocesan outreach 
project, “God Bless the 
Children.” The project 
will support the children 
and youth at Jackson-
Feild Homes and Boys 
Home of Virginia in two 

ways.  First by providing items needed on the homes’ 
wish lists and second by donating funds to create an 
endowment to help the youth with expenses when they 
head for college or begin a new job after graduation. 
  
“All of us are blessed with so many things in our everyday 
lives,” Nancy said.  “Yet there are others who are not as 
blessed. I have lived my life trying to help others in need. 
When I became the ECW diocesan president, I decided I 
wanted to help children in need who are not fortunate to 
have the things that are needed in their everyday lives. 
Therefore, I would like for us to fulfill the Wish List of the 

Jackson-Feild Homes and the Boys Home of Virginia.  If 
we all work together we can supply many things the 
children need.”  
 
Wish lists are available at www.jacksonfeild.org and 
www.boyshomeofva.org.  A total of 41 youth reside at 
Jackson-Feild Homes - seven boys and 24 girls, ages 12 
to 18. The Boys Home of Virginia has a total of 50 boys. 
At the end of this year they are opening up two more 
cottages for a total of 64 boys. Their ages are from six to 
18.  
 
To gather wish-list items, Nancy suggests placing two tote 
bags, one for each home, at a collection point in your 
church. When the tote bags are full, call or email Nancy - 
434-836-1446, beachpeach7@hotmail.com - to arrange 
for pickup and delivery to the homes. Watch for more 
information about the second part of the “God Bless the 
Children project.” 
 
 

ECW honors founder Louisa 
Taylor Letcher 
By Nancy Smith, St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach 
 
Nancy Sands, ECW 
diocesan president, 
declared May 16, 
Louisa Taylor Letcher 
Day, in observance of 
the ECW’s 125

th
 

anniversary. Historic 
Glebe Church in 
Suffolk, the host 
parish for the ECW 
Annual Spring 
Meeting, was the 
perfect site to honor 
the ECW founder.  In 
his homily, the Rev. 
Ross Keener, Glebe rector, shared Glebe’s history. The 
present Glebe Church was begun in 1737, one hundred 
fifty-three years before Louisa founded ECW in Virginia in 
1890.  
  
A Norfolk resident, Louisa and her friend Sallie Stuart 
from Alexandria, organized the Women’s Auxiliary of the 
Diocese of Virginia at St. Paul’s parish in Norfolk. Louisa 
and Sallie served as co-presidents. When the Diocese of 
Southern Virginia was formed in 1892,   Louisa continued 
as president in the newly-formed diocese until her death 
in 1920. 
 
Historian, Barbara Taylor, portraying Judy Emery, the first 
corresponding secretary for the Women’s Auxiliary, 
ECW’s foundation, introduced Louisa, portrayed by Betty 
Kennedy. The nineteenth century outfits came from 
Betty’s collection of family heirloom fashions. Many 
thanks!  

Tia Mornings, St. Mark’s, Suffolk, (r.) 

talks with Ann E. Chaffins, assistant 

director of development, Jackson-Feild 

Homes, at the ECW Spring Meeting , 

May 16, at Glebe Church, Suffolk.  

 

“God Bless the Children” 
2015-2016 ECW Outreach Project   

 Wish Lists Website Addresses  
 

Jackson-Feild Homes 
www.jacksonfeild.org 

 

A total of 41 youth reside at Jackson-Feild Homes - 
7 boys and 24 girls, ages 12 to 18.  

 

Boys Home of Virginia 
www.boyshomeofva.org   

 

The Boys Home of Virginia has a total of 50 boys. At 
the end of this year they are opening up two more 

cottages for a total of 64 boys.  
Their ages are from 6 to 18.  

 
Questions: Call or email Nancy Sands,  
ECW Diocesan President, 434-836-1446, 
beachpeach7@hotmail.com  

Left to right: ECW Diocesan President, 

Nancy Sands, Christ Church, Danville;  

ECW Historian, Barbara Taylor, St. Fran-

cis, Virginia Beach;  and Betty Kennedy, 

St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach. 

http://www.jacksonfeild.org
http://www.boyshomeofva.org
mailto:beachpeach7@hotmail.com
http://www.jacksonfeild.org
mailto:beachpeach7@hotmail.com
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Summer camp staff  - the heart of 
Camp Chanco’s ministry 

As our busiest season of the year begins with summer 
camp in full swing, we would like to extend a heartfelt thank 
you to our camp staff community.  Each of our camp staff 
has a connection to Chanco in one form or another.  Most 
were campers themselves.  Many have attended EYC 
events at Chanco.  All are talented, intelligent, energetic, 
creative, fun, hard-working, and compassionate Christian 
young adults who take loving care of our campers all 
summer long.  In describing the value of summer camp 
counselors, Dr. Michael Thompson, Ph.D., author and 
psychologist writes in his article “Why Camp Counselors 
Can Out-Parent Parents”, “College-age students possess a 
completely different kind of authority than do parents, and 
they put it to good use getting children to set tables, make 
beds, keep track of their clothes, take showers, take turns 
and, more important, take risks and accept challenges that 
would melt parents into a puddle of anxious empathy. 
These young adults often teach complex, challenging life-
and-death skills: sailing, horseback riding, rock climbing, 
whitewater kayaking and survival techniques. They also 
teach character and community, caring and sacrifice. And 
they do it all in an environment free of electronics: summer 
camp.” 

 
Our counselors give up air conditioning, electronics, and 
summer freedom to be at Chanco all summer long.  Many 
give up family vacations and most give up opportunities for 
higher paying jobs in order to work at Chanco.  They don’t 
do it for the money.  They do it for the love of the outdoors, 
the love of the campers and for the community – no, the 
family – that is created among a team of summer camp 
staff.  

  
These counselors deal with homesickness, injuries, fears 
of spiders and insects, friendship issues, hurt feelings, and 
questions of all sorts all summer long.  They encourage a 
young person to climb a 32-foot high rock-climbing wall or 
try sailing for the very first time.  They witness many firsts 
and encourage their campers each step of the 
way.  Counselors sacrifice sleep to make rounds in the 
middle of the night to ensure that all the campers are safely 
in their bunks or to make costumes, props and decorations 
that transform the dining hall for our beloved “Big Day” 
programs.  They live with bug bites and sunburn and dirt in 
order to experience the reward of making a difference in a 
child’s life.  There are campers who will write their 
counselors throughout the school year.  There are campers 
who will cry when a beloved counselor does not return for 
the third (or fourth, or fifth) summer.  There are campers 
who will look up to and idolize their favorite counselor long 
into their own teen and young adult years.  There are 
certainly not enough words of thanks for our summer camp 
counselors. 

 
At the end of the 
summer, our camp 
counselors will look 
back on their ten 
weeks of hard 
work, pat 
themselves on the 
back, and say “job 
well done”.  They 
will rest assured 
that they did more 
than earn a 
paycheck this 
summer – they changed lives.  At Chanco and throughout 
our diocese, we (Chanco full-time staff, board and camper 
parents) are thankful for you, our summer camp 
counselors. Thank you for teaching more than skills such 
as archery or rock climbing.  Thank you for teaching 
“character and community, caring and sacrifice”.  Thank 
you for giving your summer to Chanco.  May God bless you 
and keep you safe this summer, and into next year when 
you return to your lives of school and work. May your 
school year be full of good health, learning, and joy and 
may we see you back on the banks of the James in 
2016!  Chanco is you.   
 
There is still time to register for Camp Chanco.  Please visit 
www.chanco.org for more information or contact us at 
director@chanco.org or 888-7CHANCO (888-724-2626).   
 

 

News from Chanco on the James 
By Talley Banazek, Development/Marketing Coordinator, Chanco on the James 

http://www.chanco.org
mailto:director@chanco.org
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Change for Chanco 
By Talley Banazek, Development/Marketing Coordinator, 
Chanco on the James 
 
Due to an overwhelming 2014 survey response for 2015 
we are very excited to report that paddle boards will be our 
Change for Chanco project! Get ready for a new water 
sport at Chanco!  

 

The Change for Chanco youth fundraising program is in its 
seventh year at Chanco and is a program where our 
campers save their change, say prayers for Chanco and 
make a difference to Chanco’s programs.  Your donations 
have double the impact as every dollar donated is matched 
by an anonymous donor.  In this year’s program, the 
number of boards we are able to purchase and whether 
this is a one- year or two-year project depends on YOU! 
Give generously and help us make this happen.  
Grandparents and parents can donate as well and their 
dollars are also matched!  Simply make a check to Chanco 
on the James with “Change for Chanco” in the memo line 
and mail to 394 Floods Drive, Spring Grove VA 23881. Or 
visit www.chanco.org for easy on line donation noting 
“Change for Chanco” in the comments section. 
  
In 2014, the sixth annual 
“Change for Chanco” 
program was an enormous 
success. The campers 
saved their change toward a 
stellar addition to Chanco’s 
camp programs: NEW 
archery equipment! New 
and improved equipment 
means better shooting and 
more equipment means less 
waiting for all our campers 
this summer! The campers 
astonished us with their 
generosity, which after being 
matched totaled $5,629.  
 
Six years of successful youth fundraising means that 
additions to camp such as a 32’ rock climbing wall, a 
Revolution water rocker/slide, disc golf, a new regulation 

sized GA-GA pit, enlarged and repaved basketball court, 
tether ball and a new high ropes element are all a reality at 
Chanco thanks to our generous campers and camper 
families! These projects take Chanco to new heights, 
literally and programmatically, and remind us that no one is 
too young to make a difference.  Thank you for your 
generous support!  Chanco is you!  

 
For questions or more information on Change for Chanco, 
please contact Marketing-Development Coordinator Talley 
Banazek at talley@banazek.com or 804-399-4019.  
 
 

Presiding Bishop visits two 
churches in Southern Virginia 
 
The Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church, the Most 
Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, preached the sermon at 
Bruton Parish Church April 12 in honor of the 300th 
anniversary of the present church building on Duke of 
Gloucester Street. Celebrations began last October with 
the visit of the Bishop of London and will conclude in 
December with the visit of the Bishop of North Carolina. 
  
On April 19, the Presiding Bishop visited St. Mark's, 
Suffolk, to take part in the church's Centennial Celebration.  

 

 

Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori visits St. Mark’s, Suffolk. 

Get more news from  
Southern Virginia! 

 

Sign up for our weekly eNews at 
www.diosova.org.  

http://www.chanco.org
mailto:talley@banazek.com
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78th General Convention of The 
Episcopal Church to gather in Salt 
Lake City 
 
Bishop Hollerith and a deputation from Diocese of 
Southern Virginia will head to Salt Lake City, UT, June 25 - 
July 3 to take part in the 78th General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church. On our General Convention blog, we'll 
be giving you some background on General Convention, 
explain how it works, and introduce our deputation. While 
we are in Salt Lake City, you can follow the action on our 
blog (www.diosovagc.blogspot.com) and the diocesan 
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/diosova).     
 
What is General Convention? 
 
The General Convention gathers every three years and is a 
bicameral legislature that includes the House of Deputies, 
which has more than 800 members (up to four clergy and 
four lay people from each diocese), and the House of 
Bishops, which is comprised of more than 300 active and 
retired bishops. 
  
How does General Convention work? 
 
The General Convention is the primary governing and 
legislative body of the Episcopal Church. With the 
exception of the Bible, the Book of Common Prayer, and 
the Constitution and Canons, it is the ultimate authority in 
the Episcopal Church. General Convention comprises two 
houses: the House of Deputies and the House of Bishops. 
It meets regularly once every three years; however, the 
House of Bishops meets regularly in between sessions of 
General Convention. All bishops, whether active or retired, 
have seat and vote in the House of Bishops. Each diocese 
of the Episcopal Church, as well as the Navajoland Area 

Mission and the Convocation of Episcopal Churches in 
Europe, are entitled to representation in the House of 
Deputies by four clergy deputies, and four lay deputies. 
Resolutions must pass both houses in order to take effect. 
 
How a resolution moves through General Convention 
 
When our representatives gather at General Convention 
they take council together through a legislative process. 
That process begins with resolutions that are proposed by 
Deputies, Bishops, Committees, Commissions, Provinces, 
and Diocese of the Episcopal Church. Resolutions, when 
adopted by the House of Deputies and the House of 
Bishops, become the Acts of the General Convention and 
govern the way we live our understanding of the Christian 
faith as a community of believers.  
 
Resolutions have four sources: 
“A” resolutions are submitted by Committees, 
Commissions, Agencies and Boards 
“B” resolutions are submitted by Bishops 
“C” Resolutions are submitted by Dioceses or Provinces 
“D” Resolutions are submitted by Deputies 
 
The Presiding Bishop and the President of the House of 
Deputies assign each resolution to one of the parallel or 
joint legislative committees in the House of Bishops and in 
the House of Deputies. They also designate the resolutions 
to start in one House or the other. Parallel committees 
meet jointly to review resolutions and hold hearings, but 
vote separately on their recommendations. Resolutions 
with funding implications also go to the Program, Budget & 
Finance Committee for review. 
 
The committees decide if the resolutions are accepted as 
is, or are amended or combined with another resolution. 
The committees then decide to whether to endorse the 
resolution.  
 

http://www.diosovagc2015.blogspot.com/
https://www.facebook.com/diosova?ref=sgm
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Resolutions then go to the House of Bishops and House of 
Deputies where they are debated, sometimes amended, 
and then voted on. Once a resolution is adopted by one 
House, it then goes to the other for debate, amendment 
and adoption. Both Houses must concur on a resolution for 
it to be adopted by General Convention.  
 
 

Presiding Bishop nominees 
announced 
 
The nominees for the 27th Presiding Bishop of The 
Episcopal Church have been announced. The 27th 
Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church will be elected 
on Saturday, June 27 during The Episcopal Church's 78th 
General Convention which will be held June 25 - July 3 at 
the Salt Palace Convention Center in Salt Lake City, UT 
(Diocese of Utah). 
 
Nominated for Presiding Bishop are: 
The Rt. Rev. Thomas E. Breidenthal, Bishop of the 
Diocese of Southern Ohio 
The Rt. Rev. Michael B. Curry, Bishop of the Diocese of 
North Carolina 
The Rt. Rev. Ian T. Douglas, Bishop of the Diocese of 
Connecticut  
The Rt. Rev. Dabney T. Smith, Bishop of the Diocese of 
Southwest Florida 
  
The Presiding Bishop serves for a nine-year term.  The 
Presiding Bishop is Primate, Chief Pastor of the Church, 
Chair of the Executive Council, and President of the 
Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society.   
 
 

General Convention goes green:  A 
convention of screens 
 
It will not be ‘business as usual’ for the 78th General 
Convention, and not just because the Church will be 
selecting a Presiding Bishop and considering what a ‘re-
imagined’ Church might be. It will also be the gathering of a 
Church dedicated to continuing to reducing its carbon 
footprint, while using innovative software and technology to 
streamline its legislative work and improve on its 
efficiencies.” 
 
The Joint Standing Committee on Planning and 
Arrangements and the General Convention Office are 
focusing on efforts to make GC 2015 as paperless as 
possible, and to reduce reliance on paper copies and 
improve legislative efficiencies. 
 
The Rev. David Michaud, Diocese of Easton and advisor in 
the revision of legislative software and systems, calls GC 
2015 a “convention of screens”.  To that end, laptops, 
tablets, smartphones, and video monitors will be the 

primary media of legislative materials, and for the first time, 
there will be no large, dedicated print shop. This 
“convention of screens” will be made possible by a robust 
Wi-Fi system, which will be available for the first time on 
the floors of the House of Deputies and the House of 
Bishops. 
 
Barlowe terms these efforts “the greening and screening” 
of General Convention, and says this “represents but two 
aspects of the adaptive changes that will make GC 2015 
different from previous conventions.”  
 
 

#prayersof  -  praying with General 
Convention 
 
At the request of the General Convention Liturgy Team, the 
Society of Saint John the Evangelist is offering a social 
media initiative called #prayersof that invites everyone from 
around the globe to add prayers in words and images to 
The Prayers of the People at the Episcopal Church's 78th 
General Convention. Each day, a number of submitted 
prayers will be incorporated into the spoken liturgy of that 
day's General Convention worship. Adding a prayer is 
incredibly simple. By using the hashtag #prayersof on 
Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram, anyone posting a public 
prayer in words or images will have that prayer included in 
the prayer website at General Convention. To learn more 
about how you can participate, go 
to  www.prayersofthepeople.org. 
 
 

General Convention deputation 
from Southern Virginia 
 
Clergy Deputies 
The Rev. Samantha Vincent Alexander, Head of 
Deputation, St. John's, Hampton 
The Rev. Willis Foster, St. Stephen's, Petersburg 
The Rev. Charles Robinson, Bruton Parish, Williamsburg 
The Rev. Dale Custer, St. John's, Chester 
 
Clergy Alternates 
The Rev. Keith Emerson, St. Paul's, Suffolk 
The Rev. Mark Wilkinson, St. Aidan's, Virginia Beach 
The Rev. Henry McQueen, Hickory Neck, Toano 
 
Lay Deputies 
Mr. Sam Webster, Ascension, Norfolk 
Ms. Toni Hogg, St. John's, Hampton 
Ms. Cynthia Barnes, St. Michael's, Bon Air 
Ms. Alice Webley, All Saints', Virginia Beach 
 
Lay Alternates 
Mr. Tony Robinson, St. Thomas', Chesapeake 
Mr. Carlyle Gravely, St. George's, Newport News 
Ms. Lily Burroughs, Old Donation, Virginia Beach 

http://prayersofthepeople.org
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Visit the “Workshops, Training & 
Events”  and “Youth” pages of our 
website for even more upcoming 
events, www.diosova.org. 

______________________ 
  
Safe Church Classroom Training—
August 19, Epiphany, Danville. Go to 
www.diosova.org for more info and 
registration.  
 
Safe Church Classroom Training—
September 12, St. Mark’s, Suffolk. 
Go to www.diosova.org for more info 
and registration.  
 
Safe Church Classroom Training—
September 19, St. Cyprian’s, 
Hampton. Go to www.diosova.org for 
more info and registration.  
 
October Weekend: October 2-4, 
2015. (Grades 8-12). Join with teens 
from all over our diocese for a 
weekend of great music, small 
groups, socials and games, 
meaningful discussions, a dance and 
really incredible worship experiences. 
Come experience the presence of 
God in community Registration will 
open soon. Questions? Contact 
Youth Missioner Ashley Scruggs at 
ascruggs@diosova.org. 
  
 
 
 

Biking for a Better World: October 
10, 2015. Chanco on the James and 
Episcopal Relief & Development are 
working together for the second 
annual fundraising bike ride event in 
the Williamsburg area. Registration 
will begin soon. Funds raised will 
benefit Chanco and Episcopal Relief 
& Development. Questions or if you 
are interested in helping to organize 
the ride please contact the Rev. Keith 
Emerson (Diocesan Coordinator for 
Episcopal Relief & Development) 
at  keith@saintpauls-suffolk.org. 
 
Fall Pre-Happening Staff Weekend: 
October 24-25, 2015. Open to all 
Happening Alumni who are interested 
in serving as staff members for 
Happening #63. Questions? Contact 
Youth Missioner Ashley Scruggs at 
ascruggs@diosova.org. 
  
Cursillo #158: Co-Ed Weekend: 
October 15-18, 2015. Rector: Richard 
Toll. Cursillo is a movement within 
the Episcopal Church. It is an adult 
retreat designed to help us grow 
closer to Jesus Christ. It's also a 
community where we're encouraged 
to live joyfully and serve faithfully in 
grace. For more information on 
Cursillo or to apply to be a candidate 
or a team member, please visit the 
Cursillo website at 
www.cursillodsv.org. 
  

Happening #63: November 6-8, 
2015. (Open to grades 10-12 and 
adult advisors who have never 
attended Happening). The focal point 
of this weekend is learning and 
experiencing the love of Christ. The 
weekend format includes a series of 
talks, movies, small group activities 
and worship, as well as opportunities 
for fellowship, fun, and making new 
friends. Questions? Contact Youth 
Missioner Ashley Scruggs at 
ascruggs@diosova.org. 
  
November Weekend: November 13-
15, 2015. (Grades 6-9). Make new 
friends at this fall retreat at Chanco! 
November Weekend includes music, 
games, activities, socials, small group 
discussions and amazing worship! 
Questions? Contact Youth Missioner 
Ashley Scruggs at 
ascruggs@diosova.org. 

Calendar of Events 
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