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By Hilary Cooley, Communications Director, Bruton 
Parish, Williamsburg and Ann Turner, Diocesan 
Communications Officer. Photo by Jackie Rochelle, 
Epiphany, Norfolk. 
 
Two days of fellowship, formation and business were 
conducted during the 122

nd
 Annual Diocesan Council 

held on February 7-8 in Williamsburg. Over 500 clergy, 
lay delegates and visitors attended this year’s Council. 
Reports were given, resolutions were passed, elections 
were held, and this year’s diocesan budget was 
approved. 
 

Bishop Hollerith preached at the opening Eucharist on 
Friday morning and asked, “What would it be like if we 
Christians could be more like white-tailed deer?! What 
would it be like if we could learn how to multiply through 
adaptation — even in the face of dwindling habitat? And 
most importantly, just like deer, do it while still remaining 
wild and undomesticated? And what would it be like to be 
more fleet-footed, to walk with a lighter footprint through 
the culture, and not be so burdened by the baggage of 
our institutional past?” You can read the sermon on the 
diocesan website, diosova.org. The offering, including a 
United Thank Offering collection, of over $2,000 will be 
given to the church in Jerusalem to assist the victims of 
violence in Syria.  
 

Council voted in favor of Resolution R-1, Pray for the 
Congo, which encourages the parishes in the Diocese to 
support the Church of the Province of D. R. Congo in the 
weekly Prayers of the People for peace with justice and 
to recognize May 30 each year as Apolo Kivebulaya Day 
in their cycle of prayer in unity with the Anglican Church 
in D. R. Congo. Read more about this resolution, along 
with the two Canonical Resolutions, which were also 
passed on the diocesan website. 
 

Elections were held. Isabel Ware Burch (Bruton Parish, 
Williamsburg) and the Rev. John Rohrs (St. Andrew’s, 
Norfolk) were elected to Standing Committee. Helen 
Sarrett (St. Michael’s, Bon Air), the Rev. Ed Pickup 
(Emmanuel, Franklin) and the Rev. Shirley Smith-

Graham (St. Martin’s, Williamsburg) were elected to 
Disciplinary Board. Cleo Shield (Johns Memorial, 
Farmville) was elected to serve as representative to 
Provincial Synod. Deputies to General Convention 2015 
were also elected. Lay deputies are: Samuel Webster 
(Ascension, Norfolk); Toni Hogg (St. John’s, Hampton); 
Cynthia Barnes (St. Michael’s, Bon Air); Alice Webley (All 
Saints’, Virginia Beach). Clergy Deputies are: the Rev. 
Samantha Vincent-Alexander (St. John’s, Hampton); the 
Rev. Willis Foster (St. Stephen’s, Petersburg); the Rev. 
Charles Robinson (Bruton Parish, Williamsburg); the Rev. 
Robin Teasley (St. Luke’s, Blackstone). A list of Lay and 
Clergy Alternate Deputies elected can be found at 
diosova.org. 
 

Keynote speaker Dwight Zscheile, Ph.D. addressed 
“Becoming Learning Communities.” Zscheile serves as 
associate priest at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church in 
Saint Paul, Minnesota. A graduate of Stanford University 
and Yale University Divinity School, he is currently a 
faculty member in congregational mission and leadership 
at Luther Seminary. Zscheile is the author or “People of 
the Way: Renewing Episcopal Identity.”  
 

Videos, both powerful and inspiring, were shown during 
the weekend: We Are All Missionaries; St. Martin’s in the 
Desert; Occupy Sandy; St. Jude’s, Wantagh, Trinity 
Church, Clanton; and St. Mary’s Urban Farm. You can 
watch these videos on the diocesan website. 
 

Our diocese’s Canterburians and EYC youth were on 
hand, who gave a wonderful presentation on the efforts of 
our ministries to young people. 
 

Exhibitors were on hand, including: Chanco-on-the-
James; Boys’ Home; Jackson-Field Homes; Virginia 
Chaplaincy Service Prison Ministries; Episcopal Relief & 
Development; Integrity; Parish Book Store of Eastern 
Shore Chapel; and Bruton Parish Shop just to name a 
few.  
 

Visit both Bruton Parish’s and the Diocese’s Facebook 
pages to see pictures from this year’s Council (or look for 
#Diosova122). 
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Clergy transitions 
 
Clergy comings and goings December, 2013 through 
February, 2014: 
 
The Rev. John Agbaje, resigned as rector of St. James’, 
Portsmouth 
 
The Rev. Rod Gordon, resigned as part-time rector of 
Good Shepherd, McKenney 
 
The Rev. Julia Ashby, began as assisting pastor at 
Epiphany, Norfolk 
 
The Rev. Martha Jenkins, began as priest-in-charge at St. 
Matthias’, Midlothian 
 
The Rev. Cherian Pulimootil, began as part-time rector at 
Good Shepherd, McKenney  
 
 

Seeds of Hope and 
Communications Grants now 
accepting applications 
 
Seeds of Hope Grants are available to congregations 
and diocesan groups (e.g., affiliated institutions, 
commissions and task forces) within the Episcopal 
Diocese of Southern Virginia. Grants must support the 
development of new programs or support the expansion 
of such ministries that are already in action within 
congregations of the diocese. Go to diosova.org for more 
information and application form.   
 
Communications Grants provide congregations with 
funding for development or expansion of their 
communications program. Go to diosova.org for more 
information and application. These grants might be used 
to purchase computers or equipment, access high-speed 
internet, or develop/upgrade a website. If you have 
questions, please contact Communications Officer Ann 
Turner, aturner@diosova.org or 757-213-3388.   
 
 

CE-Net Speaker Series: 
Confirmation 
 
Confirmation is the topic of the next two Christian 
Education Network (CE-Net) speakers series events. This 
topic is of interest to clergy and lay leaders alike, so make 
plans to join us. Both meetings will be held at Hickory 
Neck Church, Toano. The program begins at 10:00 a.m. 
and will conclude by 1:00 p.m. The cost is $15, which 
includes lunch. 
   
March 27 -  "Confirmation" - Jenifer Gamber, author 
of  "My Faith, My Life", and Director of Christian 
Formation at St. Anne's Church in Trexeltown, PA, will 
lead us in an honest conversation about the challenges of 
providing Confirmation instruction for young people. 
  
May 8 - "Confirmation" - Bishop Hollerith will be our 
speaker and will lead us as we continue our conversation 
on Confirmation. 
 
 

Small Church Ministry Conference 
May 12-15 at Shrine Mont 
  
The Small Church Conference is a bi-annual conference 
hosted by the Province 3 Small Church committee, and 
will be held May 12-15, 2014, at Shrine Mont, Orkney 
Springs, Virginia.  The theme for 2014 is, "Envisioning A 
Bright Future:  Empowering the Small Church." Dent 
Davidson will once again be our keynote speaker, and he 
will be joined by Phyllis Tickle. As Phyllis is in the process 
of retiring from accepting speaking engagements, this will 
be one of the last opportunities to spend time with her at 
Shrine Mont! Other presenters are Dr. Barbara Anne 
Fisher, Sister Cassandra Grace, and the Rev. Kathy 
Gray. For a full description of the presentations and 
registration information, please refer to the conference 
brochure, available on diosova.org.  
 

 

Association of Anglican Musicians 
annual conference includes Clergy 
Day at VTS  
 
The Association of Anglican Musicians will hold their 
annual conference - Heart and Voice Uniting - in 
Washington DC this coming June 15-19. This year's 
conference will include a Clergy Day at VTS on June 18. 
Register now - early registration ends February 28. Go to 
http://conference.anglicanmusicians.org/ 
 for complete information about the conference and online 
registration.   
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Dedication of historical marker for 
Bishop Payne Divinity School  
 
On Saturday, March 29 at 11 
a.m., St. Stephen's, Petersburg, 
will celebrate the dedication of 
an historical marker for the 
Bishop Payne Divinity School. 
Established in 1878, the school 
began as the Theological 
Department of the St. Stephen's 
Episcopal Church Normal and Industrial School, and for 
more than 70 years it prepared black men for the 
priesthood in the Episcopal Church. The Rev. Giles B. 
Cooke headed the vocational school and was 
instrumental in developing the divinity school. Later, the 
school was named for the Rt. Rev. John Payne, first 
bishop of Liberia. For more information contact the Rev. 
Willis Foster, ststephensepiscopal@verizon.net or 804-
733-6228.  
 
 

Why Serve 2014: An Episcopal 
vocation discernment conference 
for young adults of color  
 
Young adults of color are invited to examine their gifts 
and explore opportunities at a June Episcopal Church 
retreat, Why Serve 2014: We are all called by God, but 
what does that mean for you? Sponsored by Diversity and 
Ethnic Ministries of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary 
Society (DFMS), Why Serve 2014 will be held Thursday, 
June 5 to Sunday, June 8, hosted by Church Divinity 
School of the Pacific (CDSP) in Berkeley, CA. 
 
Invited to attend this conference of fellowship, training, 
discernment, and self-care are young adults (age 18-30) 
from the Asian, Black, Indigenous and Latino 
communities of the Episcopal Church, Lutheran Church 
(ELCA), and other churches in communion with the 
Episcopal Church, including the Moravian Church, the Old 
Catholic Churches, the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, the 
Mar Thoma Church and the Churches of South India 
(CSI) and North India (CNI).  
 
"Wherever you are on your journey, young adulthood is a 
time of transition and choices, but you don't have to do it 
alone," commented the Rev. Winfred Vergara, Asiamerica 
Minister.  "Join us on the campus of CDSP and continue 
discovering the possibilities, whether you are feeling 
called to be a clergy person, a vestry member, a nurse, a 
father, or a cook; whether you're in school, working, or 
just in-between; whether you're a regular church-goer, a 
used-to goer, or a seeker, we hope you'll join us for this 
transformative experience."  
 

The conference is sponsored by Church Divinity School of 
the Pacific; the DFMS Asiamerica Ministries, Black 
Ministries, Indigenous ministries, Latino/Hispanic 
Ministries, and Young Adult Ministries; and the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Cost is $70 
which includes meals, lodging, conference fees; fee does 
not include travel. Registration deadline is May 5. For 
more information go to diosova.org or contact Angeline 
Cabanban at 212-716-6186 or 
acabanban@episcopalchurch.org.  
 
 

Convocation V hosts Liturgical 
Arts Festival May 30—June 8 
 
The churches of Convocation V (Jamestown 
Convocation) of the Diocese of Southern Virginia invite 
you to join them for a Liturgical Arts Festival 
May 30 – June 8, 2014. Celebrate, and share the unique 
creative beauty that flourishes in Southern Virginia. 
 
For two thousand 
years, the Liturgy of 
the Christian Church 
has inspired some the 
world’s most beautiful 
works of art--music, 
architecture, 
sculpture, stained 
glass, textiles, etc. 
The Anglican tradition 
has produced its own 
unique flavor in 
countless examples of 
liturgical art, growing 
out of the traditions and cultures of parishes. These 
unique offerings come from hundreds of thousands of 
loving hands, hearts, and voices. 
 
Episcopal parishes in every diocese have developed their 
own style in architecture, hangings, banners, vestments, 
and flower arrangements. Each church has evolved its 
own voice in its music and liturgy. As in the middle ages, 
these artistic offerings, that tell so much about who we 
are, remain hidden, seldom seen or heard beyond the 
walls of the local parish, carefully tucked away after the 
service. 
 
The Liturgical Arts Festival provides opportunities for 
parishes to learn from each other or to share this 
knowledge. The festival will include: Concerts & 
Performances; Workshops; Exhibits of Hangings & 
Vestments; Activities for children and adults; Sharing and 
Networking. 
 
For complete information, go to diosova.org. 
 
 

mailto:acabanban@episcopalchurch.org
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St. Mark’s, Bracey holds third 
annual Holiday Open House 
Submitted by Cora B. Giles, Registrar, St. Mark’s, Bracey 
 

On December 14, 2013, St. Mark’s, 
Bracey, held it’s third annual 
Holiday Open House. Members of 
the surrounding community and 
area churches got together for fun, 
games, songs and fellowship. 
Holiday refreshments were served. 

It was a very rainy day, but there was a very good turnout 
and a joyous time for the Bracey community. 
 
 

St. Thomas’ new organ took 20 
years to arrive 
 
Over twenty years ago, the congregation of St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church moved into their new sanctuary on 
Cedar Road at Mann Drive.  They tore down the old 
building with the leaky roof, but took along the used 
electric organ that, although it had seen better days, still 
worked well enough. 
 
As the years went by, the congregation pooled their 
resources to raise funds for stained glass windows, new 
kitchen appliances, carillon bells, and a host of 
community outreach projects. The price of a new organ 
seemed out of reach, but the old electric one grew more 
cantankerous, drifted out of tune, and sometimes quit 
altogether.  "I remember one Saturday," said Music 
Minister Patricia Spoettle, "when the organ gave up the 
ghost two hours before a wedding.  We had to scramble, 
and got it working again just in time for the bride's 
procession down the aisle." 
 
 
The congregation and choir members held yard sales, 
sold chili in winter, and ice cream in summer, to raise 
funds for a new organ.  Then, in 2012, a church in Norfolk 
announced that they would be selling their pipe organ.  "It 
was a once in a lifetime opportunity," said Pat 
Spoettle.  "We couldn't pass up that wonderful pipework." 
St. Thomas' new Rector, Fletcher Wells, agreed, and 
focused the efforts of the congregation on raising the 
remaining funds needed to purchase and install the pipes 
and a new three manual, 32 pedal digital organ console 
with 62 stops to control them.  
 
Sunday services were held in the nearby parish hall 
throughout the summer of 2013, while the choir loft was 
torn apart to make room for the organ's pipe chests, 
blower, and reservoir.  Labor was donated by Mark Martin 
and other parish members, who worked evenings and 
weekends to get the job done. In early October, choir 
members gingerly carried every heavy pipe up the stairs, 
taking care not to bump any, which could cause 

irreparable damage.  Each pipe was installed individually, 
from the eight-foot tall bass notes to the piccolo-thin 
trebles.  Ten speaker enclosures were also mounted on 
the main chests, with two subwoofers for the lowest pedal 
tones located behind the pipes.  In all, the new "hybrid" 
classic organ features 495 windblown pipes with other 
pipe, orchestral, and contemporary sounds created 
digitally. 
 
Pipe technicians were just finishing the initial tuning when 
the choir arrived for practice on a Thursday evening.  It 
was the first time most would hear the pipes, and many 
didn't know what to expect - would it be ear-splittingly 
loud?  Could their voices be heard when it played? Pat 
Spoettle sounded some opening chords and put all fears 
to rest.  The organ was as delicate as a hummingbird, or 
as percussive as a thunderstorm, depending on the stops 
she selected.  
 
On November 3, the congregation officially welcomed the 
new organ, with a blessing by their rector, the Rev. 
Fletcher Wells.  "As singing helped to define Israel in the 
wilderness, and shaped the ministry of Paul to the world, 
so too now our music shall fill this sacred space with heart 
and song and happy voice."  
 
 

12,000 meals packed in just over 
one hour at Stop Hunger Now 
event 
 

 
On Sunday, February 23 at St. Andrew's, Norfolk, 
parishioners, along with neighbors and friends, conducted 
an assembly-line meal-packaging event with a goal of 
preparing 10,000 dehydrated, high-protein, nutritious 
meals in two hours. The packaged meals will benefit 
individuals and families assisted by Stop Hunger Now, an 
international hunger relief agency.  St. Andrew’s easily 
surpassed their goal, packaging 12,000 meals in a cool 
one hour and 10 minutes. 
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St. Michael’s aids typhoon victims 
 
St. Michael's, Colonial Heights, gave more than $3,000 
recently to aid the victims of Typhoon Haiyan which struck 
the Philippines on November 8 last year killing 5,755 and 
causing billions of dollars in damage. 
  
"Even though this super storm is fading from our 
collective memory, the devastation and the horrific human 
suffering remain," said Father Jim Smith, church rector, 
"The people of the Philippines need our help now more 
than ever." 
  
 

President Obama congratulates St. 
Andrew's on Energy Star  
 
St. Andrew's, Newport News, received a letter from 
President Barack Obama in November. Why? President 
Obama wanted to congratulate St. Andrew's for being one 
of only 42 Houses of Worship that have ever earned 
Energy Star status. Energy Star is a U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) voluntary program that helps 
businesses and individuals save money and protect our 
climate through superior energy efficiency. Volunteer Bob 
Lord leads the energy conservation charge at St. 
Andrew's. "Working towards this end will positively impact 
our carbon footprints and conserve scarce resources of 
all kinds," said Bob.    
 
 

Faith Inclusion Network awards 
Good Samaritan for work with 
adults with intellectual disabilities 
 
In August of last year, residents from three group homes 
for adults with intellectual disabilities began attending the 
Sunday service at Good Samaritan. With the increase in 
church participation, the congregation began to seek 
ways to be more inclusive of their new members. "The old 
model says you build special programs for individuals with 
special needs, but we're all members of the body of Christ 
together," said Wilkinson. "We want to make all those 

who worship with us to 
feel included in all 
aspects of our 
ministry."  
 
The Faith Inclusion 
Network in Norfolk has 
awarded Good 
Samaritan, Virginia 
Beach, for this effort. 
Melinda Spence, who 
leads a Monday 
evening Bible study at 

Baker House, a neighboring group home, accepted the 
award on behalf of Good Samaritan. Melinda has 100 
percent participation from the residents at Baker House 
for the Bible study each week. She incorporates Godly 
Play materials, purchased with funds from a Mission 
Initiative Grant, into the weekly program.  
 
 

Creativity abounds at church’s 
record-setting fundraiser 
By Juanita Teschner, Christ & Grace, Petersburg 
 
 “It was an explosion of creativity and divine grace.” That’s 
how the Rev. David Teschner, rector of Christ and Grace, 
Petersburg, described the “Art” Tea March 1 in the 
church’s Lackey Hall. 
 
More than 100 
ladies of all ages 
– pre-schoolers 
to grandmothers  
-  attended the 
event, which 
raised a record 
$2,500. “While 
it’s always a time 
of fellowship, 
food and fun, it is 
a major 
fundraiser for our 
ECW outreach 
and mission 
projects,” says Tea Chairman Ann Riggs. “Many 
organizations, from our local Martha Merritt’s  food pantry 
to  the international Episcopal Relief and Development 
fund, will receive contributions from the proceeds of this 
popular event.”  
 
Samantha Ellis served as the hostess chair and Wanda 
Delorge as chair of the Helper Room Drawings. Several 
men in the church – called “tea totetiers” – served the 
ladies. Christ and Grace’s music director, Thomas 
Guthrie, provided the music.  
 
Women decorated the tables with themes that revolved 
around art. Religious icons provided the centerpiece of 
Marigene Little’s table. Art supplies, with painters’ smocks 
fitted over the chair backs, suggested the theme at Nancy 
Rawlings’ table. A figure of Claude Monet and a miniature 
painting of his ”Water Lilies” sat at the center of Ann 
Riggs’ table. And Andy Warhol-like Campbell’s tomato 
soup cans boldly proclaimed pop art at Lexie Ellis’ table.  
 
 “It takes a village to bring this event from the idea stage 
to the final lovely tea that it has become,” Riggs says. “So 
many people contributed an enormous amount of time, 
talent and resources to make it the amazing success it 
was, and we are most grateful for their dedication to this 
worthwhile cause.” 

Young tea partiers: Perusi Musazi, 
Katherine Thacker, Faith Geisz  

and Ashley Thacker  

Melinda Spence accepts award for 
Good Samaritan, Virginia Beach. 
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Sheltering from the storm:  
St. John’s, Portsmouth provides  
24-hour shelter 
 
A major winter storm brought 10 inches of snow to 
Portsmouth in January and as a result, St. John's shifted 
it's overnight homeless shelter to 24-hour sheltering. 
Continuous sheltering of the homeless began Tuesday 
afternoon and continued through Friday. You can learn 
more and see lots of pictures on St. John's Facebook 
page.  

 
  

St. George’s teams with local 
health system to provide free ESL 
classes 
 
St. George’s, Newport News, has teamed with Bon 
Secours Family Focus to provide free English as a 
Second Language (ESL) class. The class meets weekly 
for three hours. While adults are studying reading, writing 
and speaking English, free, structured care is provided for 
their infant and toddler children.  
 
While most in the program are Latino residents of 
Newport News, it's open to anyone who wants to improve 
their English language skills, regardless of heritage or 
residency. Nearly all the students have been in the 
country for many years, their limited language skills 
frustrating their communication with schools and health 
providers and hindering their career prospects. 
 
The program, started in August 2012 with funds from Bon 
Secours foundations and private donors, grew out of 
another Family Focus program, according to director, 
Delores Price. 
 
"It was born out of a need that we saw in a Hispanic 
playgroup," she said. They expected 10, but the first class 
drew 18 students of mixed ability. It has since grown to 30 

students in three levels — beginner, intermediate and 
advanced. Price hopes to be able to add more classes, 
one for those who need more advanced language skills 
and another in the evenings to accommodate more 
working students. 
 
The accompanying child-care program is run primarily in 
Spanish. The children play in the colorful, well-stocked 
nursery, sing and dance, have a snack and participate in 
arts and crafts. 
 
 

Celebration of New Ministry at 
historic St. John’s, Hampton 
Submitted by Bettyrene Pope, St. John’s, Hampton. 
Photo by Bob Harper Photography 
 
Despite the 
snow and 
rain, 
February 
12th was a 
wonderful 
night in the 
life of St. 
John's, 
Hampton. We 
were able to 
celebrate 
after two and a half years in the search process to 
officially welcome the Rev. Samantha Vincent-Alexander 
as our forty-seventh rector. Our Celebration of New 
Ministry service was inspiring, uplifting, and joyous. We 
look forward to the coming years with great anticipation. 
We cherish our past and present but know that the best is 
yet to come with Samantha as our priest.  We are grateful 
for the presence of the Bishop and his wife Lizzie as well 
as all the people who braved the weather to celebrate 
with us.  

On Sunday, February 23, St. Stephen's, Petersburg  members 
dressed in African attire during church service in observance of 
Black History Month and Absalom Jones Sunday. Photo by 
John Fountain. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001bfh6xBfa4IGugChiylMvqRe0A7AguGBJd6ckYcPb6P3LmRz4oHW89v_U_KzrM0MGMSYxn-JJ0dMmn_mfbzF5WZ0i9tVGvfDwbMY3Hr6piy6T5mOVMIoxmxxTKkl7vzPB_NPvC6i7P3Yxx36_O1-mrVMwjbaf0qGT
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001bfh6xBfa4IGugChiylMvqRe0A7AguGBJd6ckYcPb6P3LmRz4oHW89v_U_KzrM0MGMSYxn-JJ0dMmn_mfbzF5WZ0i9tVGvfDwbMY3Hr6piy6T5mOVMIoxmxxTKkl7vzPB_NPvC6i7P3Yxx36_O1-mrVMwjbaf0qGT
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Boys Home debuts new branding 
efforts with a little help from 
students at VCU 

 
In a marketing effort based on 
students helping students, the 
Boys Home of Virginia, a 
nonprofit, nondenominational 
residential education program for 
boys ages six to 17, now has a 
new website, 
www.boyshomeofva.org, 
brochure, logo and promotional 
video created by students at the 
nationally known VCU 
Brandcenter.      
  

The marketing materials reflect the organization’s 
emphasis on providing services to deserving boys 
statewide – and beyond. “We have one of the best 
programs in the state, but we want to make sure people 
know our story,” says Donnie Wheatley, CEO of the Boys 
Home of Virginia since 1985. 
 
Kelly O'Keefe, a Boys Home of Virginia Board member, 
and a Brandcenter professor, agreed. “These new 
materials reflect an effort to let people know about this 
remarkable organization and its outreach and impact,” 
said O'Keefe, whose students (now graduated) 
volunteered to create a Boys Home marketing campaign 
built around the theme,  “A successful man has to start 
somewhere.”  
 
“All I asked for was a few volunteers to go with me to the 
Boys Home one Saturday morning to see the school.” 
O’Keefe said. “I got more than I bargained for when 18 
students signed up. Donnie Wheatley said, ‘Don’t worry, 
I’ll bring the bus.’ So we all went together. When we got 
back, the students were so impressed by the kids and 
staff at the Boys Home, they set to work on the 
campaign.” 
 
About 75 boys were enrolled at the Boys Home of Virginia 
over the course of 2013; many came needing a change in 
venue. “We like to say we’re helping young men who 
have great promise, but limited opportunities,” said 
Wheatley. And he should know, as he was once a Boys 
Home resident himself. 
 
“I believe strongly that there is a place for residential 
education, and I want to continue to build on the things 
that work, and provide a place for those children who are 
probably not going to be served in other ways,” he added. 
 
“The Boys Home of Virginia is different than other 
organizations because it provides a solution for children 
who might be walking a difficult path in their lives for no 
other reason than there simply isn't the right structure 

available,” explained Len Slater, a Boys Home Board 
member.  
 
The bucolic setting of the school in Covington provides a 
place for boys to grow and flourish – physically, 
personally and spiritually. Besides class work, there is 
time for play and sports. The Boys Home of Virginia also 
maintains a Christmas tree farm in West Augusta, Va. 
year-round, so students can learn basic farming tasks and 
the satisfaction that comes from doing a job, and doing it 
well. 
 
Wheatley’s affection for Boys Home is infectious, and his 
energy and ability to interest others in the school never 
seems to wane. “This is not about doing a job,” he 
explains. “It’s about living a life.” 
 
About the Boys Home of Virginia 
Boys Home was founded in 1906 and continues to 
provide a non-denominational, nurturing residential and 
educational environment for boys from all over Virginia 
and beyond. The mission of Boys Home is help each 
resident strive toward becoming a productive member of 
society, by developing his potential, spiritually, mentally, 
physically and socially. 
 
 

ECW Annual Spring Meeting— 
How to Transform Your ECW: the 
Redeemer Success Story  
By Nancy Smith, St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach 
 
Two years ago, the ECW at Redeemer, Midlothian, like 
many ECWs in the Diocese of Southern Virginia, 
struggled to survive.  Then, they decided to transform 
their ECW program. Today, meetings are well-attended.   
Volunteers gladly help with outreach and service projects 
and enjoy enriching fellowship. What inspired the women 
of Redeemer, and how did they accomplish this 
transformation?   
 
Come to the ECW Spring Annual Meeting at Good 
Shepherd, McKenney, on May 17 to hear first-hand how 
they did it. Redeemer ECW board members who drove 
the ECW transformation will 
share their success story. 
To RSVP, contact:  Louise 
Boss, 757-678-5331, 
louiseboss@exede.net by 
May 5. 

ECW Board members at 

Redeemer, Midlothian. 

Bottom Row (L to R) - Mary 

Alligood, Jo Anne Simpkins, 

Top Row - Beth Daniel, 

Nancy Markwith  (not 

pictured Ginna Glover). 

http://www.boyshomeofva.org/
mailto:lrboss@isp.com
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The ECW supports the courageous 
women of Congo 
By Susan Broaddus 
 
“Where in the Anglican Communion is the greatest 
need?” Buck Blanchard, Director of Mission and Outreach 
asked this at the London office of the Anglican 
Consultative Council. The answer was “the Anglican 
Church in the D. R. Congo.”  Known as the ‘rape capital 
of the world’ or the ‘worst place on earth to be a woman,’ 
D. R. Congo has known war brought on by 20-30 militias, 
especially in the east where the Province has 5 of its 9 
dioceses. The decimation of families and villages has 
been a weapon of war for close to 20 years. Violated 
women are often kicked out of their homes, especially if 
pregnancy ensues, or in some cases they have no homes 
because everyone else has been killed or kidnapped to 
work in the mines or serve as child soldiers. 
 
Women-to-Women, started in the Diocese of Virginia in 
2012, now has a sister group in Norfolk where at least 7 
parishes are represented. The ECW of Southern Virginia, 
led by Barbara Taylor, has taken it on as the Outreach 
Project of 2013-14 and has raised nearly half of its 
$10,000 goal.   
 
Funds raised by W2W, parishes, and ECW chapters are 
sent to Grace Martino-Strid, ECW Treasurer. The monies 
are transferred to Bukavu periodically via established 
channels between the D. of Virginia and the D. of Bukavu. 
Each year Buck Blanchard takes a group to the Diocese 
of Bukavu to bring the love and prayers of Virginians and 
to encourage the work done by the Mothers’ Union. I was 
glad to go along last May. 
 
Started by the wife of Bukavu Bishop Bahati, Mme Nyota 
Bahati founded the Tamar Project. (See 2 Samuel 13.1 
ff.)  Her Anglican Mothers’ Union knows what is needed 
for their suffering sisters and how to proceed, but they 
need financial help to buy more Bibles, sewing machines 
for the tailoring and cooking pots for the catering courses. 
They need funds to help with medical attention and 
lodging where possible, and to increase their micro-credit 

system to provide a new start to a life seemingly over.  
When possible, they help the children of these abused 
women with school fees, supplies, and uniforms. Their 
work is amazing, moving, dynamic! 
 
Over 5 million people have died since 1994; families have 
been fractured, oral history lost, society’s norms 
shattered. The Church is permanent and is key to 
rebuilding the country. I was pleased that so many of the 
effective leaders and their wives whom I met in Bukavu 
Diocese are former seminary students of mine or later 
graduates of the seminary in Bunia. I was also happy to 
visit the Bunia campus the following week, but that is 
another article! 
 
The ECW and W2W have a speakers’ bureau ready to 
talk with your parish or convocation. There are power 
points and a movie. Call me, Susan Broaddus 757-623-
0205, for more information! 
 
 

Apply now for ECW scholarships!  
By Nancy Smith, St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach 
 
The Episcopal Church Women's Elise Holladay 
Scholarship provides assistance to men and women for 
continued education beyond high school in undergraduate 
study only. In 2013, the ECW awarded $12,200.00 to 14 
students throughout the diocese. The Beverley D. Tucker 
Scholarship provides assistance to men and women in 
church-related training in an accredited Episcopal Church 
training school. The deadline to apply is April 30. For 
online scholarship applications, go to diosova.org. 
Questions? Call or email Susan Broaddus, ECW Student 
Work Chair at 757-623-0205 or broaddussusan@aol.com. 
 
 

For Martin Luther King Jr. Day, William & Mary's Canterbury 
Association teamed up with Campus Kitchens and the W&M 
Office of Community Engagement to cook meals for families in 
need. Many of the recipients are as much as 300% under the 
poverty threshold. "Our goal was to ensure families could re-
ceive nutritious and delicious meals; we cooked a protein-
packed tuna and pasta stew, black bean stuffing, banana pud-
ding, and banana bread."  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001dbztr1uUNQA1wVvfZq8PMO1KqzPB6egtPCFSV3GDja796E8uvc-suT4n4FVFLi8-nmnONfxlwHRGaGBDCX4j9EKkUoVwiLusZdr8Udja5CT3C-jdPrcevbsurseF6WV6
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001dbztr1uUNQA1wVvfZq8PMO1KqzPB6egtPCFSV3GDja796E8uvc-suT4n4FVFLi8-nmnONfxlwHRGaGBDCX4j9EKkUoVwiLusZdr8Udja5CT3C-jdPrcevbsurseF6WV6
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Kids today have many valuable activities pulling at their 
summer schedules – there are Vacation Bible School 
opportunities (to attend or volunteer), mission trips, 
pilgrimages, sports camps, family vacations, visits to 
grandparents, academic camps and more.  With all these 
fabulous summer opportunities, why make time to spend 
one or two weeks of your summer at Camp Chanco?  
Why indeed… 

 
Beyond all that Chanco offers such as swimming, sailing, 
kayaking, canoeing, the ropes course, zip lining, laughter, 
singing, bonfires, skits and amazing outdoor activities – 
beyond all that there is time spent in Christian community 
and lessons taught by our chaplains who are clergy and 
youth ministry leaders from our own diocese.  In this 
Christian community, your camper will have the 
opportunity to grow closer to God and develop his/her 
own faith in a unique way.  One 2013 camper wrote about 
finding God in nature at Chanco saying, “This year I’ve 
really challenged myself to take advantage of all the 
beautiful nature here at camp from the river itself to all 
that we discover in nature walks or just being in the 
woods in general.  Noticing nature really makes me feel 
closer to God – so don’t forget to do it as much as 
possible!  Church was last night; it was a bit of a bummer 
that it rained, but still so beautiful and peaceful.  Don’t 
ever forget what that feels like.”  Finding God in nature 
and in sharing Eucharist outdoors in a community of 
friends old and new that you are living and playing with on 
a daily basis is unlike any other experience.   
 
Chanco is a completely supportive environment where 
campers can mess up and it’s OK.  Kids today need a 
place where they can miss the bulls-eye and no one 
laughs.  Instead, their friends give them pointers on how 
to do it better next time.  Learning to sail, scaling the 
“hard side” of the 32-foot high rock wall, flying along a zip 
line, tackling stage fright by participating in a skit or 
conquering a fear of heights on one of our high elements 

on the ropes course – in any and all of these potential first 
experiences campers are supported, encouraged, and 
loved just as they are.  Most of the time, camp is the one 
place where messing up is just as valued as doing 
something successfully!  For example, how many 
campers have said their favorite memory of Chanco was 
falling out of the sailboat?  Or how often have the loudest 
laughs at a skit been when someone was completely silly 
messing up lines and making them up as they go?  And 
best of all, the counselors model this better than anyone.  
At camp, messing up is more than OK.  It’s embraced.  

 
In the simplest words, Chanco offers your child a chance 
to just be a kid.  We live in a world that forces children to 
grow up entirely too fast. Kids need to make s’mores, 
shoot a bow and arrow, dress silly, eat candy, paint 
pictures, make bracelets, play games, and go on 
adventures.  With ever-increasing pressures on kids both 
academically and athletically, children need a place 
where the largest competition is which group wins Battle 
of the Bands, or dresses their counselor best for Mr./Miss 
Chanco contest or which group paddles their canoe 
fastest across the pool (yes, pool not river, that is not a 
typo) with no paddles.  They need to just be kids. 
 
Chanco offers your camper an opportunity to spend more 
time outdoors than indoors for one or two solid weeks.  
Our kids need to get dirty, play in the mud, swim in the 
river, find sharks teeth, visit a natural spring, play Ga-Ga 
and have pet frogs.  As our addiction to phones, 
computers, tablets, and video games grows, it has never 
been more important for kids to have substantial time 
outside away from these things. 
 
Chanco offers your child a 
place to find lasting 
friendships.  With campers 
from all over Virginia and 
often many states beyond, 
Chanco offers your child a 
bigger picture of life and 
friendships than their own 
backyard.  Friendship 
connections beyond their 
home school and 
neighborhood often become 
lifetime connections.  As one 
2013 camper wrote, “Chanco 
is one of those happy 
utopian places where 
everyone loves everyone.  
There is something about being excluded from the hateful 
outside world of social media, drama and real world 
issues that makes you feel secure and comforted.  
Friendships at Chanco are the ones that last.  Chanco is 
like a second home.”  

Why spend a summer at Chanco on the James? 
By Talley Sale Banazek, Development/Marketing Director, Chanco on the James 
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Chanco offers your child positive role models to look up 
to.  Kids need people other than their parents to invest in 
them.  Chanco provides children with amazing, college-
age students who truly care about them and want them to 
be the best version of themselves.  Kids need people to 
teach them how to handle homesickness, how to handle 
conflict, how to be a good sport, how to garner the 
confidence to try something completely new and 
challenging and then celebrate with them the 
achievement.  There is something about a college-aged 
young adult saying, “Clean your chalet” or “Don’t forget 
your bug spray 
and sunscreen” 
that actually gets 
the camper to do 
it.  Campers 
generally want to 
please these 
much cooler, 
younger versions 
of their parents 
and often times 
learn many new 
skills as a result.   
 
Chanco offers your child an expanded view of their life.  
Camp gives young people an experience that offers a 
bigger picture of the world.  They need to know that when 
it feels like their world is crumbling down around them, 
that their life is not limited to that place.  They have 
friends in North Carolina, Florida, Connecticut and all over 
Virginia.  They have counselors from all over the United 
States and sometimes from places like England.  And 
they have a second home in a camp in the woods of 
eastern Virginia. 
 
I believe that kids today need camp more than ever.  
Where words like “survival”, “pressure cooker”, “social 
media drama”, “bullying” and “gossip” are all too common 
during the growing up years, let’s take two weeks and 
replace these with “faith”, “God”, “spirit”, “utopia”, “love”, 
“comfort”, “friendship”, “magical forests” and “second 

home”. With 
increased focus 
on technological 
gadgets, camp is 
a rare gem in an 
ever-evolving 
challenging world.  
Join us at Chanco 
this summer and 
give your child or 
grandchild the 
opportunity to 

make new friends and discover their own unique gifts in 
an emotionally safe and supportive environment that 
pushes them to grow in their sense of adventure while 
also growing in their sense of self in God’s image.  Don’t 
wait – register today to ensure your spot in the session of 
your choice!  With one-week, two-week, and brand new 

specialty sessions available – including Explorer High 
School Camp and Family Camp -  there is a program 
perfect for your camper!  Easy on line registration is 
available on our website at www.chanco.org.  You may 
also stay tuned to our Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/chancoonthejames) for the latest 
news and photos of all Chanco programs!  Contact us at 
888-7CHANCO (888-724-2626) or at 
director@chanco.org with any questions.  We can’t wait to 
see you this summer on the banks of the James. 
 
 

Jackson-Feild Homes Re-
Accredited by the Council on 
Accreditation 
 
Jackson-Feild Homes, a 159-year old organization 
providing residential treatment services for adolescent 
boys and girls, received notice that it has been re-
accredited by the Council on Accreditation (COA).   
 
The Council noted in 
its letter that 
“reaccreditation is a 
tremendous 
achievement that 
demonstrates that 
Jackson-Feild is 
recognized as a 
provider that continues 
to successfully 
implement high performance standards and, as such, is 
delivering the highest quality services to all of its 
stakeholders.   
 
Accreditation provides an objective and reliable 
verification instilling confidence and support to Jackson-
Feild’s parents, donors, board members, community 
partners and stakeholders.  The accreditation process 
involves a detailed review and analysis of both the 
administrative operation and service delivery practices.  
They are “measured” against national standards of best 
practice. The standards emphasize that Jackson-Feild’s 
operations and practices are accessible, appropriate, 
responsive, evidence-based and outcomes-oriented.  It 
confirms that services are provided by a skilled and 
supportive workforce and that children are treated with 
dignity and respect.  Accreditation is conferred on the 
entire organization and not just one specific program or 
service with the intent to inspire confidence, credibility, 
integrity and achievement in Jackson-Feild Homes. 
 
Tricia Delano, Executive Director, commented that “This 
is a wonderful milestone.  A great deal of time and hard 
work went into this process but it is well worth the 
investment of time, energy and effort. I salute our 
dedicated staff members who made this happen.” 

http://www.chanco.org
http://www.facebook.com/chancoonthejames
mailto:director@chanco.org
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Visit the “Workshops, Training & 
Events”  and “Youth” pages of our 
website for even more upcoming 
events, www.diosova.org. 

______________________ 

 
CE-Net Speaker Series: 
Confirmation: March 27, 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m., Hickory Neck Church, Toano 
Jenifer Gamber, author of  "My Faith, 
My Life", and Director of Christian 
Formation at St. Anne’s Church in 
Trexeltown, PA, will lead us in an 
honest conversation about the 
challenges of providing Confirmation 
instruction for young people. Go to 
diosova.org for more information. 
 
Renewal of Ordination Vows: April 
16, 10 a.m. at St. John’s, Hampton 
and 2:30 p.m. at St. Barnabas, 
Richmond 
 
Cursillo Men's Weekend:   
April 24-27, 2014 at  
Chanco on the James. 
Cursillo is an adult retreat designed 
to help us grow closer to Jesus 
Christ. It's also a community where 
we're encouraged to live joyfully and 
serve faithfully in grace. For more 
information on Cursillo or to apply to 
be a candidate or a team member, 
please visit the Cursillo website at 
cursillodsv.org. 
 
Cursillo Women's Weekend:   
May 1-4, 2014 at  Chanco on the 
James. Cursillo is an adult retreat 
designed to help us grow closer to 
Jesus Christ. It's also a community 
where we're encouraged to live 
joyfully and serve faithfully in grace. 
For more information on Cursillo or to 

apply to be a candidate or a team 
member, please visit the Cursillo 
website, cursillodsv.org or contact 
Rector Bee Betts at fshs1g@aol.com. 
 
May Weekend registration 
deadline: May 5. Join teens from all 
over the diocese for a spring retreat 
at Chanco! The event includes a 
variety of activities and opportunities 
to make new friends and learn more 
about the church.  EYC Board 
elections will also take place during 
this weekend, as well as small 
groups, singing, socials, and so much 
more! Go to diosova.org/youth for 
information and registration. 
 
CE-Net Speaker Series: 
Confirmation: May 8, 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m., Hickory Neck Church, Toano 
Bishop Hollerith will be our speaker 
and will lead us as we continue our 
conversation on Confirmation. Go to 
diosova.org for more information. 
 
EYC Board Application deadline: 
May 9. Go to diosova.org/youth for 
more information and application. 
 
Small Church Conference: 
Envisioning a Bright Future: May 
12-15, Shrine Mont, Orkney Springs, 
VA. A bi-annual conference hosted 
by the Province 3 Small Church 
committee. Go to diosova.org for 
more information. 
 
Spring Clergy Conference: May 13 
at Chanco on the James. More info 
coming to diosova.org. 
 
 
 
 

May Weekend: May 16-18 at Chanco 
on the James. Join teens from all 
over the diocese for a spring retreat 
at Chanco!  The event includes a 
variety of activities and opportunities 
to make new friends and learn more 
about the church.  EYC Board 
elections will also take place during 
this weekend, as well as small 
groups, singing, socials, and so much 
more! Go to diosova.org/youth for 
information and registration. 
 
Association of Anglican Musicians 
Annual Conference: June 15-19, 
Washington DC. This year's 
conference will include a Clergy Day 
at VTS on June 18. Go to diosova.org 
for more information. 
 
Fall Camp at Shrine Mont: October 
27-30, Shrine Mont, Orkney Springs, 
VA. The Tri-Diocesan Council on 
Aging will offer its annual Fall Camp 
on October 27-30, 2014. Go to 
diosova.org for more information as it 
becomes available. 
  
 

Safe Church 
Classroom Training 

 
Go to diosova.org/safe_church for 
more information. 
 

March 22 - Christ the King, Tabb 

April 26 - Ascension, Norfolk 

May 10 - Eastern Shore Chapel, Va Beach 

June 21 - Bruton Parish, Williamsburg 

August 16 - St. Andrew's, Newport News 

Calendar of Events 

 

Get More News From Around Our Diocese! 
 
 

Sign up for our weekly 
eNews at our website, 
www.diosova.org 

Follow us on: 
 
Facebook (facebook.com/diosova) 
 
Twitter (@Diosova) 

http://www.cursillodsv.org
http://www.cursillodsv.org

