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Residents in Virginia Beach’s Lake Edward and Campus 
East neighborhoods are building trusting relationships 
with city police thanks to the work of Western Bayside 
Churches United (WBCU) – an alliance of Good 
Samaritan Episcopal Church, Enoch Baptist Church, and 
Heritage United Methodist Church. The three churches 
came together in 2010 with a simple mission – to make 
their neighborhood a better place to live. The Western 
Bayside area of Virginia Beach is a community in which 
many residents are struggling day to day and that has 
had one of the higher crime rates in the city. But that’s 
quickly changing. 
 
In August of 2014, WBCU teamed up with officers of 
Virginia Beach’s third precinct in the Stop the Violence 
project. “One of the resident’s sons was murdered. 
Nobody knew anything even though there was a crowd in 
the yard when it happened. They were afraid to talk to the 
police,” explains Pastor Michael Daniels of Enoch Baptist 
Church. “She asked the church what we could do to 
help.”  
 
The first step was a community meeting with the police, 
hosted by WBCU. “We wanted to talk about what the 
community could do, how we can partner with the 
precinct,” said the Rev. Wendy Wilkinson, rector of Good 
Samaritan Episcopal Church. “We have to take 
responsibility for our community.”  
 
Stop the Violence builds on WBCU’s existing semi-annual 
Community Days. These events provided residents with, 
among other things, an opportunity to get to know each 
other and city agencies and services. The church leaders 
realized that the twice yearly events didn’t provide 
enough opportunity for residents to build trusting 

relationships with police. WBCU now hosts a monthly 
community meeting at Enoch Baptist Church for 
residents, police officers, and civic leaders. Residents 
have the opportunity to get to know each other and the 
police officers serving their neighborhood. The project 
also encourages residents to join and use NextDoor.com, 
a social network for neighborhoods. The goal is to have 
at least 50% of residents using the site. The residents’ 
relationship with police has improved so much that 
WBCU is also helping residents obtain grant funds to 
install security cameras on their homes that will allow 
police to monitor activity in the neighborhood. 
 
“People know the officers now. Police are getting calls 
now,” says Wilkinson.  “It’s made a huge impact on crime 
here. Daniels agrees. “The neighborhood sees the police 
in a different light now. The police are getting more tips. 
Crimes are being solved and there is some prevention 
also.” The community is talking and making decisions 
together to take steps to reduce crime. “It came out at 
one of our monthly meetings that a local playground was 
a drug hangout,” says Wilkinson. “So the community 
decided to remove it.” 
 
“One of the things we recognized is that the community 
had to change how they view officers and neighbors,” 
says Daniels. “We want to help neighbors feel more 
responsible for each other.”  
 
 

Soup kitchen  offers art class        
  
At Christ & St. 
Luke's, Norfolk, 
each Thursday 
throughout the year 
they have a Soup 
Kitchen that serves 
lunch to homeless 
individuals. After 
lunch, guests are 
invited to join in 
making art. 
Participants are 
provided supplies 
and instruction in order to explore their creativity in ways 
that many of them have never tried before. Paintings are 
on display in the hallway outside the parish hall. "It has 
become a hugely popular program, with more people 
coming to paint than we even have room for," said Susan 
Nakigane, parish secretary. 

Churches help police build relationship with community 
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Clergy transitions 
 
The Rev. Steve Cowardin retired from Redeemer, 
Midlothian, 1/4/2015 
 

The Rev. Gwynneth Mudd will retire from St. Stephen's, 
Norfolk, 1/31/2015    
 

The Rev. Earl Christian began as Deacon at St. 
Cyprian's, Hampton, 1/12/2015 
 

The Rev. Katherine Gray began as Deacon at St. 
Andrew's, Newport News, 1/20/2015 
 

The Rev. Frederick Walker, Rector of St. Mark's, Suffolk, 
will begin as Priest-in-Charge at St. James', Portsmouth 
as the churches enter into shared ministry, 2/1/2015 
 

The Rev. John Boucher will begin as Priest-in-Charge at 
St. Anne's, Appomattox, 2/1/2015 
 

The Rev. Martha Jenkins will begin as Priest-in-Charge at 
St. James', Cartersville, 2/1/2015 
 

The Rev. Donny Dunn III will begin as Interim Rector at 
Redeemer, Midlothian, 2/1/2015 
 

The Rev. Tige Newell  will begin as Interim Assistant 
Rector at Redeemer, Midlothian, 2/1/2015 
 
 

A first-timer’s impressions of 
Annual Council 
By Joyce H. Williams, Epiphany, Norfolk  
 
In early February, I join my fellow Episcopalians at the 
123rd Annual Council of the Southern Diocese in 
Williamsburg, Virginia.  For me, it was my first time.  Not 
so for my fellow traveling companions; all three had been 
several times before.  What an advantage this was, they 
were able to guide me in navigating my way through the 
conference.  
 

But for me, everything was new.  The setting was 
certainly inviting and conducive to warm and friendly 
networking; it was at the Williamsburg Lodge.  It was fun 
and educational to browse the exhibits—everything from 
jewelry to religious tracts.   However, when I entered the 
general room, I felt a special sense of belonging to this 
community; maybe it was the friendly round table setting; 
maybe it was the opening prayers; maybe it was singing 
hymns; whatever it was, there was a peace and comfort 
that passed over me.  Of course there where the 
traditional business agenda items to be dealt with:  the 
election of officers, committee reports, the discussion and 
passing of the budget, and the informative presentations 
on stewardship. The talk, talk, talk was occasionally 
interrupted by brief and lively videos that highlighted 
outreach work done in some of the parishes in the 
diocese.  
 

But the highlight of the Council was the keynote speaker, 
Diana Butler Bass.  The noted Christian scholar talked 
about the new spirituality in Christianity.  Since 1960 and 

what she calls the Great Awakening, there has become a 
new sense of harmony between God and nature.  A God 
that is less authoritarian.  A relationship between God and 
nature that is more supportive, more nurturing, and more 
empathetic. These ideas are elaborated more thoroughly 
in her published works, the most familiar of which is 
Christianity After Religion: The End of Church and the 
Birth of a New Spiritual Awakening (Harper One, 2012). 
This transformation means that traditional Christian 
churches must grapple with these changes.  A not so 
easy accommodation that she spoke to at length.  In 
conclusion she said that there is a shift from a vertical 
understanding of God to one as now part of us—not from 
above us.  A connection that she sees in the importance 
of the neighborhood and the human priesthood.  
 

I thought the speaker and her thoughts were just the right 
tone for a Christian conference—something to bring us 
together and give us food for thought  as we muster our 
courage and faith for the challenges that await us in our 
home parishes.  I am thankful that I got the opportunity to 
attend.  
 
Information about Council can be found at 
www.diosova.org—including Bishop Hollerith's sermon at 
the Council Eucharist; videos shown during Council; 
election results; and the diocesan budget for 2015.  
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New Addictions & Recovery 
Commission 
 
The Diocese of Southern 
Virginia's new Addictions & 
Recovery Commission has 
been created to educate clergy 
and laity about the disease of 
addiction in all its forms and 
family dysfunctions associated 
with it and to provide resources 
and support to convocations 
and parishes in establishing 
recovery ministries. Visit the commission's new web page, 
www.diosova.org/arc, to access resources and learn 
about upcoming events. 
 
 

Addiction & Recovery conference 
 
Join us on Saturday, April 25 at Bruton Parish, 
Williamsburg, for a day-long formation event for 
individuals and parish teams to learn more about the 
disease of addiction and how to create Recovery Ready 
parishes. Hosted by the Addictions and Recovery 
Commission of the Diocese of Southern Virginia. 
Facilitated by Chuck Robinson, National Director of 
Christian Programming and Outreach for Elements 
Behavioral Health, and Jan M. Brown, Founding/
Executive Director of Spiritworks Foundation. Event is 
9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Lunch is included. $25 per person 
or $75 for a team of 4 or more.  Scholarships are 
available. Contact Caroline Black, Canon for Formation, 
cblack@diosova.org.  
 
 

New Camino: Re-imagining 
Latino/Hispanic Ministry in 
Southern Virginia  
 
Many church leaders (both clergy & lay) are interested in 
growing with and being responsive to their Latino/a 
neighbors. They think it is impossible because they don't 
speak Spanish. Come to the New Camino Seminar, May 
8-9 at St. David’s, Richmond (1801 Camborne Rd.). 
Come learn how Latino/Hispanic Ministry has changed 
from old bifurcated Spanish only/English only model.  
Led by The Rev. Anthony Guillen, Episcopal Church 
Officer for Latino/Hispanic Ministries, and practitioners 
from across the country, this seminar explores the 
changing face, cultural backgrounds, interests and needs 
of Latino/a communities, and how we can welcome, serve 
and involve these communities in our Congregational Life 
and Ministry. Clergy, vestry, and lay leaders who want a 
growing and vital church will join us at New Camino. 

We encourage teams of at least 3 people from each 
congregation. Get more information and register at 
www.diosova.org.  
 
 

Safe Church Training: classroom 
and online 
 
Safe Church training is grounded in our call to seek and 
serve Christ in all persons and respect the dignity of every 
human being. This training provides an opportunity to 
increase and enhance our ability to live out our Baptismal 
Covenant within our communities of faith and in the world 
beyond. 
  
Both the Adult and Child modules of Safe Church Training 
are available to you online or in one of our classroom 
training events. Anyone choosing the online option must 
complete all the assigned modules within a two week 
period to receive certification. Go to www.diosova.org to 
learn more about online Safe Church training.   
  
Upcoming classroom training: 
March 21 - Christ & Grace, Petersburg  
March 28 - Bruton Parish, Williamsburg  
April 11 - Advent, Norfolk  
May 16 - Eastern Shore Chapel, Virginia Beach  
August 19 - Epiphany, Danville  
September 12 - St. Mark's, Suffolk  
September 19 - St. Cyprian's, Hampton 
 
 

James Solomon Russell 
Celebration Mar. 29 

 
Please join the James Solomon 
Russell Commemoration 
Committee at the RZUA 
Conference Center in Lacrosse, 
Virginia for the celebration of the 
life and legacy of Archdeacon 
James Solomon Russell. This 
festive Evening Prayer service 
will take place on March 29 at 
3:00 pm and a reception will 
follow in the parish hall of Trinity, 
South Hill. Bishop Hollerith will 
officiate. The Rev. Dr. John L. 
Ghee, Presiding Bishop of 

Reformed Zion Union Apostolic Churches of America will 
preach. Music by Sharon Baptist Church Choir. Please 
invite and encourage your clergy, parishioners, and 
friends to attend. You may also bring your church banners 
and flags. (Episcopal Clergy: Full Choir Vestments) 
We bid your prayers for us, for this celebration and for our 
future endeavors. Contact: Mrs. Annie F. Walker, 434-447
-4097  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001NYMrTiuGQSiaPSA9daKFECXrxHwHOBHHDHUJPv4Qj1ca2h9l9YuR0vKB7XP2EbakmFTJ_mq9Gvu-sqOR5yHKPFplBDLVH9EHaElpEPZIl8E=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001NYMrTiuGQSiaPSA9daKFECXrxHwHOBHHDHUJPv4Qj1ca2h9l9YuR0vKB7XP2EbakmFTJ_mq9Gvu-sqOR5yHKPFplBDLVH9EHaElpEPZIl8E=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001NYMrTiuGQSiaPSA9daKFECXrxHwHOBHHDHUJPv4Qj1ca2h9l9YuR0vKB7XP2EbakmFTJ_mq9Gvu-sqOR5yHKPFplBDLVH9EHaElpEPZIl8E=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001cWhRpD6KFDxsfTOX0qZasA39-ypn9LOh9gm30B7PLj4cIe3_bG0wo_7f-cJVekNK6zsRZwavuP9FiXJplQNlSuLx6Cw_wtB6z8JOEJNEOmYqJw0nDJzPtA==
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ECW Annual Spring Meeting at 
Glebe Church on May 16 
 
Take a step back in time May 16. The ECW Annual 
Spring Meeting will be held at historic Glebe Church, 
Suffolk. All women are encouraged to attend this meeting 
to learn about the ECW's 2015-16 outreach project. Your 
vote is important. The Rev. Ross Keener, Glebe rector, 
will officiate at Eucharist.   
  
Glebe Church is 277 years old this year. In 1775, the 
frame church called glebe built around 1640, was the site 
of the first open defiance to the British Crown on the 
south side of the James River. In "ruinous repair" by 
1737, a new church known as Bennett's Creek Church, 
was completed the next year. The Suffolk parish existed 
until it was dissolved in 1998 by the Council of the 
Diocese of Southern Virginia and The Glebe Church, 
Bennett's Creek Parish was formed. A parish hall 
dedicated to Rev. Keener was built in 2003.   
  
Contact Louise Boss, corresponding secretary, to register 
for the meeting, 757-678-5331 or louiseboss@exede.net, 
by May 9. The registration fee TBA includes lunch. 
 
 

Apply now for ECW Scholarships 
 
The Elise Holladay Scholarship, funded by Episcopal 
Church Women, awarded $10,000 in grants to 13 young 
men and women throughout the diocese last spring. 
Apply now for 2015 scholarships. Also, the Beverley D. 
Tucker Scholarship is available and provides assistance 
to men and women in church-related training in an 
accredited Episcopal school. To apply for both 
scholarships, use the same form, available at 
www.diosova.org/ecw. Applications must be received by 
Monday, May 4, 2015.  Send your completed application 
to the attention of Susan Broaddus, ECW Student Work 
Chair, 1323 Lafayette Blvd., Norfolk, VA 23509. No email 
applications will be accepted. Questions? Call Susan at 
757-623-0205.  
 
 

Love: Time for Reflection Topic 
 
Aptly, love was the topic at the ECW Time for Reflection 
workshop held Valentine’s Day. Through interactive 
workshops, reflection and worship, women from across 

the diocese explored God’s greatest gift to us- love. The 
day’s reflection focused on loving ourselves, loving others 
and loving God. Cynthia Gossman (front row, 3

rd
 from the 

right) author, trainer, motivational speaker and Joy 
Restoration Coach, led the annual prayer and worship 
conference held in Williamsburg. Sharing the love, 
attendees donated 54 scarves and 19 hats to the Cancer 
Care Foundation of Tidewater. Many thanks to Ronda 
Toll, ECW Prayer and Worship Chair, for planning a 
wonderful day.  
 
 

Hickory Neck Church uses 
diocesan Seeds of Hope Grant to 
support elementary school 
program  
  
Hickory Neck, Toano, used Seeds of Hope Grant funds to 
support the Sea Star Power Pack program at Stonehouse 
Elementary School. Through this program, the school 
provides backpacks that are to be filled with food for 
breakfasts, lunches and snacks over the weekend for 
children who are homeless or whose family is struggling 
to meet basic needs. Local churches like Hickory Neck 
provide the food for the backpacks. Each child selected 
for the program can then wear the backpack home on 
Friday and return it on Monday. Grant funds will be used 
to purchase books and food for the program.   

Photo L to R: the Rev. Henry McQueen, Hickory Neck; 
Phillip Griffin, Assistant Principal; Stephanie Leek, School 
Social Worker, Sea Star Power Pack Coordinator; Gerry 
Hassig, Hickory Neck; Kristin Froehlich, Hearing Impaired 
Teacher and Sea Star Power Pack Coordinator; Bob 
Pringle, Hickory Neck; Gary Black, Principal.  
 

Get more news from  
Southern Virginia! 

 

Sign up for our weekly eNews at www.diosova.org.  

mailto:louiseboss@exede.net
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Martins Brandon Church blesses 
new steeple cross    

  
On Sunday, January 
4, members of 
Martins Brandon, 
Burrowsville, 
gathered to bless the 
new cross on the 
church's steeple. 
The steeple, bell 
tower and cross 

were damaged by Hurricane Isabel. Thanks to a grant 
from the Cameron Foundation's Sacred Spaces program, 
restoration is under way! 
 
 

Christ the King rector writing in 
both English and Spanish for 
national website    
   
The Rev. Jack Lynch, rector of Christ 
the King, Tabb, is now on contract 
with The Episcopal Church's 
Sermons that Work/Sermones que 
Iluminan resource. He is the first 
person ever hired to write in both 
English and Spanish. Lynch's first 
sermon published on the site was for 
January 1, the Holy Name of Jesus. 
Lynch has been previously published in a variety of 
publications in both English and Spanish, including 
Forward Movement en Español.  
 
 

New Junior Daughters of the King 
chapter       
  
On Sunday, Jan. 11, St. David's, Chesterfield, officially 
accepted the Prayer Warriors chapter of the Junior 
Daughters of the King. This is now the only such chapter 
in our diocese. Four young ladies, after months of prayer, 
study and discernment, joined this chapter 

 
 

Blessing the semester at CNU 
 
The Rev. Lauren McDonald, Christopher Newport 
University chaplain, and the Rev. Scott Baker, rector of 
St. Stephen's, Newport News offered a special liturgy at 
CNU to bless the new semester there. Please treat 
yourself to reading Lauren's blog post on this special 
celebration at www.greenlyspirits.blogspot.com. 

Good Shepherd, Richmond, says 
"Thank you" to healthcare ministry 

 
In January, St. 
Monica's Guild of 
Good Shepherd, 
Richmond, provided 
lunch for the 
Crossover Ministry 
healthcare providers. 
"We appreciate all 
who help make this 
important ministry possible," said Darlene Spires. 
Established by volunteers in 1983, CrossOver offers a full 
continuum of health care services to the uninsured that 
includes: family medicine, primary care, obstetrics and 
pediatrics, podiatry, dental and vision care, mental health 
care, HIV diagnosis and treatment, and critical 
medications.  CrossOver operates two free clinics located 
in areas of identified need in Richmond, serving more 
than 6,800 individuals annually.   
 
 

Presiding Bishop to participate in 
St. Mark’s Centennial 
 
Saint Mark's, Suffolk, is celebrating its Centennial 
Anniversary in April with Presiding Bishop Katharine 
Jefferts Schori as Celebrant and Preacher Sunday, April 
19 at the 9 a.m. service. Other events in the anniversary 
celebration include a dinner/dance at the Hilton Garden 
Inn, East Constance Road, Suffolk, on Friday April 17 at 
6:30 p.m. Tickets are $50; and a cookout at St. Mark's on 
Saturday, April 18 at noon.  
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Rotary Youth Leadership Awards 
benefits Jackson-Feild  
 
In a three-day 
session at the 
4-H center in 
Wakefield, 120 
high school 
students 
recently met for 
the 2015 
Rotary Youth 
Leadership 
Awards (RYLA) 
program held 
by Rotary 
District 7600. RYLA is a leadership development program 
run by Rotary International. 
  
The students from high schools across District 7600 
which runs from Fluvanna County to North Carolina east 
to the Eastern Shore participated in presentations, 
activities, and workshops covering a variety of topics, 
including: leadership fundamentals and ethics, 
communication skills, problem solving and conflict 
management, and community and global citizenship. 
  
An important part of the event includes the organization 
and planning of a community service project. Members 
chose Jackson-Feild Homes to be this year's beneficiary. 
Participants engaged their Interact Clubs and local Rotary 
Clubs to collect school and art supplies, clothing, personal 
care items and sporting equipment for the residents at 
Jackson-Feild. 
  
The items were presented to Jackson-Feild during event. 
Ms. Shadhri Stith, Senior Residential Supervisor at JFH 
was thrilled to receive these items that have been put to 
good use. 
 
 

Boys Home Light the Way Project  
  
On Wednesday, February 25, a group of students and 
staff from Boys Home of Virginia will assist at the Greater 
Lynchburg Habitat for Humanity ReStore location. This 
project called Light the Way is a show of gratitude to the 
many area supporters and groups who have helped Boys 
Home through the years. Named to honor Bishop Heath 
A. Light, retired bishop for the Diocese of Southwestern 
Virginia, the Boys Home group will provide lunches for the 
construction manager, building crew and volunteers. 
  
Susan Morris, program assistant for GLHFH, will provide 
a tour and explanation of the program as well as show 
how volunteers play a major role in the success of the 
Habitat for Humanity organization, locally, nationally and 
internationally. 

  
The students attend the Boys Home School located on 
the Boys Home campus, in Covington, Virginia. Boys 
Home School provides residential education for young 
men who need remedial classes in elementary or middle 
school or concentrated classes in high school to gain 
credits towards a high school diploma. 
  
Boys Home students and staff regularly volunteer their 
time and talents to community services projects, most in 
the Covington area. Some of the projects are sponsored 
by the local Alleghany Highlands Kiwanis Club through 
the Boys Home Key Club or through community 
involvement. 
For more information about Boys Home, please contact 
Amy R. Hubbard, Manager of the Intake and Evaluation 
Center at 540/965-7739 or Jodie Weidman, Director of 
the Boys Home School 540-965-7737. 
 
 

Feeding the hungry at St. Paul's, 
Newport News 
 

Sin Yi is one of St. Paul's, Newport News, faithful 
volunteers, coming twice a month - bringing friends and 
co-workers with him - to cook, clean and serve food to the 
hungry. Yi is employed by Huntington Ingalls (Newport 
News Shipyard) and is a member of the Jaycees of the 
Apprentice School. He leads the Jaycee's volunteer 
efforts at St. Paul's Soup Kitchen in downtown Newport 
News.   
  
"Growing up, my parents instilled in me the importance of 
community service," said Yi. "I was always involved in 
church activities and participated in many outreach 
programs to benefit others."  
  
Yi and the Jaycees volunteer twice a month for about 
three hours each time. "We cook, serve, clean and spend 
time talking to citizens," said Yi. He says that the smiles 
on people's faces and hearing how thankful they are for 
the food has reinforced to him the importance of his 
volunteer efforts.   
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Healing ministry offers resources 
and teaching 
 
The Rev. Nigel Mumford and his wife, Lynn, created By 
His Wounds Ministry in 2013. It offers a variety of 
wonderful healing resources to the church, and an 
ongoing ministry for combat veterans. The Welcome 
Home Initiative ministers to men and women who have 
served our country, and may be suffering in varying 
degrees of post trauma Stress or moral injury. The 
program offers help and healing for combat veterans and 
first responders. Mumford led the program for the first 
responders in Newtown, CT. "It was the toughest retreat I 
ever led," he said.   

  
While Mumford travels around 
the world teaching and 
encouraging the power of 
prayer, he is also priest 
associate at Galilee, Virgina 
Beach, supporting and 
mentoring the Healing Prayer 
Ministry there. He has written 
three books on the subject of 
healing and is currently writing 
a fourth. 
 

"Hand to Hand, from Combat to Healing" - A deeply 
personal book, reflecting Father Nigel's own experience of 
transformation from Royal Marine Commando to minister 
of healing. His journey began after the wonderful and 
extraordinarily healing of his own sister, Julie Sheldon, 
which galvanized Nigel to become a channel of God's 
love and healing for others. This collection of vivid 
snapshots -personal witness and stories of healing - form 
the base for lessons about the breadth of God's 
healing.  This book gently opens new doors for the 
believer and unbeliever alike.   
  
"The Forgotten Touch, more stories of healing" - By 
nature a great story-teller, by grace a witness to many 
miracles, Father Mumford is also a capable teacher who 
can get the rest of us started in receiving and ministering 
the "forgotten touch."  For those of you seeking Christ's 
healing touch for yourself, prepare to have your 
expectations met. For those of you seeking to become 
more effective agents of healing, Nigel's stories will bring 
you many blessings. The second half of the book focuses 
on how to start a healing ministry in your church. 
 
"After the Trauma, The Battle Begins. Post Trauma 
Healing" - A book exploring healing of PTSD with with the 
military, first responders or those who have suffered 
PTSD Trauma. This book is for anyone who has 
experienced trauma and its long-term effects, and 
certainly for anyone who lives with someone who has. 
Through his masterful storytelling Fr. Nigel Mumford 
offers insight into the devastating effects of extreme 
trauma on the human life and helps us to understand this 

condition knows as PTSD or Post Traumatic Stress 
Disorder. What sets this book apart is the transforming 
power of hope and the healing that occurs when people 
reach beyond themselves. 
  
To learn more about By His Wounds Ministry and the 
resources available, visit www.byhiswoundsministry.org.   
 
 

Concert benefits Dos Santos Food 
Pantry on the Eastern Shore 

St. James', Accomac, played host to a sold out concert 
featuring Jeff Black and Angelica Garcia. The concert 
raised money for the Dos Santos Food Pantry, an 
outreach ministry of St. George's, Pungoteague and St. 
James', Accomac, on the Eastern Shore. Learn more 
about the Dos Santos Food Pantry at 
www.dossantosfoodfantry.org.  
 
 

St. Cyprian’s celebrates Black 
History Month 
 
St. Cyprian's, Hampton, 
highlighted its celebration of 
Black History Month with a 
keynote address by its 
Rector, the Rev. Dr. Ronald 
E. Ramsey. Hampton Mayor 
George Wallace also 
contributed to the celebration 
with timely and informative 
remarks about key roles 
played by Black Americans in 
the history and development 
of Hampton. The celebration culminated with a delicious 
meal featuring traditional African-American cuisine. 
PHOTO L to R: Mayor George Wallace, his wife Mary 
Wallace, Jean Ramsey, and the Rev. Ronald Ramsey, 
Rector of St. Cyprian's Church. Picture courtesy of Sam 
Ewell.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001-OH1U5ACkjrAbhdqPiSSaYsX8cwmivYqhNzE9tQRAdkLcFv4OpxPJ1b3YiMElE3WT_ZE0v_Ikv8ELr1rSVOP7FwhqKwTUjBlhe-FBKbiwvg9ZSp-4S5YDw==
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St. John’s, Hopewell, turns 175 
 

As the 175th celebration of 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
in City Point approaches, 
preparations have been 
underway for the past year 
to celebrate its ministry 
since 1840. “This is a 
wonderful time in the 
history of the Episcopal 
Church at City point,” says 
the Rev. William B. Taylor, 
present Rector of the 
church. He says, “In a 
hundred seventy five years 
a whole lot of ministry has 

happened at St. John’s, and through that history there 
has been both hope and despair. We want to celebrate 
the times that we as a faith community have been good 
and faithful as well as to reflect on and learn from the 
times when we as God’s people have not been as 
responsive to the needs of others, but concentrating on 
our own political and social agendas. It is in the latter that 
we need to especially re- center ourselves in God’s 
loving agenda in Christ. Our theme is ‘Remembrance and 
Renewal.’”  
 

The Protestant Episcopal Church at City Point was 
begun with a dream in George Moody’s Tavern near 
Nunnelly’s Point on April 13, 1840 when a number of 
Subscribers were gathered to organize what would 
become St. John’s Episcopal Church. A vestry was 
formed, a building committee established and bids 
were to be received after placing a classified in several 
Petersburg papers. 
 

A businessman, state delegate, turn seminary student, 
the Honorable Malcolm MacFarland from Lunenburg 
County read morning and evening prayers in the 
absence of a priest at Merchant’s Hope, Prince George 
County and St. Paul’s, Petersburg. By the time the 
Rev. Mr. MacFarland was ordained to holy orders, on 
his own accord financed the building of the first 
Episcopal Church at City Point and put in the first organ 
for church worship. Mr. MacFarland was to preach and 
officiate once a fortnight (every other week) at the new 
church along with other pastoral responsibilities such 
as baptism, marriage, and burial. On Sunday evenings 
Mr. MacFarland preached to the slaves from the 
surrounding plantations, especially those on the Eppes 
Plantations in and around City Point. 
 

The church was closed at the beginning of the Civil 
War. Confederate troops occupied the building using it 
as a signal tower, a jail to hold Union Prisoners of War 
to be exchanged. As early as 1862, with the shelling of 
City Point by gunboats in the James River, the Post 
Office close to the wharf, used as the telegraph office 
was destroyed and so moved to the church vestry room. 
Services resumed at the end of June 1867 after the 

church was repaired with the help of “friends from the 
North.” 
 

The church was built in a Plain Greek Revival Style and 
served in that style until 1894 when the roof was raised 
and built to reflect a Gothic Revival Style. The transepts 
(wings) were added between 1918 and 1919 and the 
Apse with memorial windows was added in 1925.  In 
1933 a parish hall was added and named in honor of a 
beloved minister, The Rev. Fredrick Deane Gibson 
Ribble. For many years a bell tower was envisioned 
but the structure would not support the weight of the 
bell so finally from a variety of memorial gifts, a Celtic 
cross of copper was placed on the front pinnacle. A 
church education building was dedicated for use in the 
early 1960’s . 
 

St. John’s has served the community of City Point, 
Hopewell, and the surrounding County offering 
spiritual opportunities in worship, study, pastoral 
counselling and service. The church has supported the 
youth in the area through scouting, a Girls Friendly 
Society, meeting spaces for community organizations 
such as the women’s club, historical groups, theater 
groups, and the neighborhood watch program. The 
congregation supports prayerfully and financially the 
James House, the Hopewell and Prince George Food 
Pantries, The Shepherd’s Place and various other 
community, provincial, and global projects . 
 

As we take 
this time to 
celebrate so 
that we 
might 
remember 
our church 
history 
through 
many 
generations; 
we take 
time as well 
to renew and 
dedicate that 
continuing spirit with the same message of hope, 
redemption, and new life as it has since 1840. Our 
celebration will begin on April 12 at 10:30 A.M with the 
communion liturgy that would have been used in 1840. 
The congregation is invited wear period clothing to this 
service. At 3 P.M. the choir will present a choral and 
instrumental concert with light refreshments served 
afterwards.  
 

At 5:30 P.M. on April 15, a program and service to honor 
ex-slave Paulina Epps by the laying of a headstone on 
her grave. The new columbarium will be dedicated and 
consecrated for the disposition of ash remains. On 
Sunday morning we will culminate our anniversary week 
with a service of rededication and renewal with Bishop 
Hollerith. All are invited to attend all or any of the event 
listed. 
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Why play with us at Camp 
Chanco this summer? 

 
Today’s young people have many valuable activities 
pulling at their summer schedules – there are Vacation 
Bible School opportunities, mission trips, pilgrimages, 
sports camps, family vacations, visits to grandparents, 
and academic camps just to name a few.  With all these 
fabulous summer opportunities, why make time to spend 
one or two weeks of your summer in the woods at Camp 
Chanco?  Why indeed… 

  
While today’s young people have 
many summer opportunities, they 
also have many pressures and 
expectations that they face year-
round.  With stringent academic 
course loads and more intensive 
sports expectations seeming to 
start at younger and younger ages, 
children’s schedules are packed 
solid with less and less time for 
free play.  The days of playing kick 
ball or tag in the cul-de-sac for 
hours on end seem to be days of 
the past.  Today’s kids rush from 

one activity to another and time to “just be a kid playing 
outdoors” is dwindling.  In the simplest words, Camp 
Chanco offers your child a chance to just be a kid 
outdoors.  We live in a world that forces children to grow 
up way too fast.  Kids need to make s’mores, shoot a bow 
and arrow, dress silly, participate in relay races, make 
bracelets, paint pictures, play games, get dirty and go on 
adventures.  They need to see an eagle soar, listen to the 
sound of chirping crickets and the crackle of bonfires.  
They need time to run around outdoors when it’s not a 
race.  With ever-increasing pressures on kids both 
academically and athletically, children need a place 
where the largest competition is which group wins Battle 
of the Bands, or dresses their counselor best for Mr./Miss 
Chanco contest or which team can paddle a canoe across 
the swimming pool with no paddles.  They need to just be 
kids. 
  
Research across a variety of disciplines shows that 
unstructured play is extremely important to a child’s 
development.  The American Camping Association 
reported (“Play at Camp: Talking to the Funders versus 
Preaching to the Choir”, by Glynn Powell, PhD, Joy 
James, PhD, Danielle Timmerman, and Stephanie Garst) 
the value of unstructured play by indicating that those that 
engage in unstructured play express more self 

confidence, develop conflict-resolution skills, cultivate 
social skills (such as flexibility, empathy, and the ability to 
be aware of one’s self), show increasing problem-solving 
capabilities, develop deepening critical-thinking skills, 
increasing curiosity, improving gross motors skills, and 
improving mental health.  In addition to these vast 
benefits, the research also demonstrated that play results 
in a reduction of psychological ailments such as anxiety, 
depression, attention deficit disorder and attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder.  These important benefits for your 
child are exactly what the Camp Chanco staff strives for 
in every single session.    
  
Chanco is a 
completely 
supportive 
environment where 
campers can mess 
up and it’s OK.  
Young people today 
need a place where 
they can miss the 
bulls-eye and no one 
laughs.  Instead, their friends give them pointers on how 
to do it better next time.  Learning to sail, scaling the 
“hard side” of the 32-foot high rock wall, flying along a zip 
line, tackling stage fright by participating in a skit or 
conquering a fear of heights on one of our high elements 
on the ropes course – in any and all of these potential first 
experiences campers are supported, encouraged, and 
loved just as they are.  Most of the time, camp is the one 
place where messing up is just as valued as doing 
something successfully!  For example, how many 
campers have said their favorite memory of Chanco was 
falling out of the sailboat?  Or how often have the loudest 
laughs at skits been with someone who was completely 
silly messing up lines and making them up as they go?  
And best of all, the counselors model this better than 
anyone.  At camp, making mistakes or being imperfect is 
more than OK.  It’s embraced.   
 
A large part of this milieu of unconditional acceptance 
comes from the fact that our counselors are trained and 
supported themselves in a Christian environment.  Our 
camp chaplains 
not only are a 
regular part of 
everyday life 
during camp 
sessions, our 
Diocesan Youth 
Minister is a part 
of staff training 
week and 

News from Chanco on the James 
By Talley Banazek, Development/Marketing Coordinator, Chanco on the James 
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develops the Camp Chanco chaplain program annually, 
hiring experienced youth ministers and priests to be 
involved in camp life, chaplain program and officiate 
Eucharist.  Chaplains guide our youth in exploring what 
friendship, spirit, and love (key Chanco tribe words) 
actually mean according to living our relationships and 
loving ourselves in Christ’s image.  Eucharist outdoors 
can be a completely unique experience for your camper 
finding God in nature.   
  
Chanco offers your camper an opportunity to spend more 
time outdoors than indoors for one or two solid weeks.  
Our kids need to get dirty, play in the mud, swim in the 
river, find sharks teeth, visit a natural spring, play Ga-Ga 
and have pet frogs.  As our addiction to phones, 
computers, tablets, and video games grows, it has never 
been more important for kids to have substantial time 
outside away from these things. 
  

Chanco offers your 
child a place to 
find lasting 
friendships.  With 
campers from all 
over Virginia and 
many states 
beyond, Chanco 
offers your child a 
bigger picture of 
life and friendships 

than their own backyard.  Friendship connections beyond 
their home school and neighborhood often become 
lifetime connections.  Whether it is close friendships from 
around Virginia or a new friend from as far as California, 
campers form connections with friends from differing 
backgrounds and locations broadening their horizons.  
Camp gives young people an experience that offers a 
bigger picture of the world.  They need to know that when 
it feels like their world is crumbling down around them, 
their life is not limited to that place.  They have friends in 
Delaware, Florida, Connecticut, South Carolina, Ohio (just 
a few of the 14 states from where our campers visited us) 
and all over Virginia.  As one 13-year-old camper shares 
about her dear camp friend from a different city after 
spending seven summers at Chanco, “I didn’t think I 
would find one of my best friends here.  I hadn’t been very 
outgoing and Camp Chanco has changed me inside and 
out for the better.  Meeting Carter was one of the best 
things that has ever happened to me and there is no way 
to thank Chanco for bringing us together.  I wouldn’t have 
met her without the help of Chanco.  I mean, for 
goodness sakes, she lives all the way in Norfolk and 
although we don’t see each other for a year whenever we 
reunite it seems like we never left each other’s side.”  
  

Chanco offers 
your child 
positive role 
models to look 
up to.  Kids need 
people in their 
lives other than 
their parents to 
invest in them.  
Chanco provides 
children with 
amazing, college-age students who truly care about them 
and want them to be the best version of themselves.  Kids 
need people to teach them how to handle homesickness, 
how to handle conflict (face to face - not via electronic 
communication!), how to be a good sport, how to garner 
the confidence to try something completely new and 
challenging and then celebrate with them the 
achievement.  There is something about a college-aged 
young adult saying, “Clean your chalet” or “Don’t forget 
your bug spray and sunscreen” that actually gets campers 
to do it.  Campers generally want to please these much 
cooler, younger versions of their parents and often times 
learn many new skills as a result.   
 
We believe that kids today need camp more than ever.  
As one 2013 camper wrote, “Chanco is one of those 
happy utopian places where everyone loves everyone.  
There is something about being excluded from the hateful 
outside world of social media, drama and real world 
issues that makes you feel secure and comforted.  
Friendships at Chanco are the ones that last.  Chanco is 
like a second home.”  Where words like “survival”, 
“pressure cooker”, “social media drama”, “bullying” and 
“gossip” are all too common during the growing up years, 
let’s take two weeks and replace these with “faith”, “God”, 
“spirit”, “utopia”, “love”, “comfort”, “friendship”, and 
“second home”.  Join us at Chanco this summer and give 
your child or grandchild the opportunity to make new 
friends and discover their own unique gifts in an 
emotionally safe and supportive environment that pushes 
them to grow in their sense of adventure while also 
growing in their sense of self in God’s image.  Don’t wait – 
register today to ensure your spot in the session of your 
choice!  With one-week, two-week, and specialty sessions 
available – including NEW Ropes Course Camp and 
returning Mariner’s Camp and Family Camp - there is a 
program perfect for your camper!  Easy on line 
registration is available on our website at 
www.chanco.org.  You may also stay tuned to our 
Facebook page (www.facebook.com/chancoonthejames) 
for the latest news and photos of all Chanco programs!  
Contact us at 888-7CHANCO (888-724-2626) or at 
director@chanco.org with any questions.  We can’t wait to 
see you this summer on the banks of the James. 

News from Chanco on the James 
By Talley Banazek, Development/Marketing Coordinator, Chanco on the James 

http://www.chanco.org
http://www.facebook.com/chancoonthejames
mailto:director@chanco.org
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Memorial stone to be placed on the 
grave of ex-slave Paulina Ruffin 
Eps 
 
Paulina Ruffin Eps 
was born into 
slavery under the 
household of 
Richard Eppes on 
Eppes Island to 
James Madison 
Ruffin and Harriet 
Ruffin.  Paulina’s 
father Madison was 
bought in 1847 by 
Richard Eppes from 
a Dr. Lockwood and 
her mother Harriet 
was born on the 
Eppes Plantation in 
1816 serving as 
personal house 
servant to Mrs. 
Mary Eppes Cocke.  
Before the Civil 
War, Madison 
would be a most 
trusted servant to 
Dr. Eppes and 
would serve as 
Sexton to St. John’s Protestant Episcopal Church. Mr. 
Eppes would require Madison to clean and make ready 
the church for worship on Sunday mornings or any other 
time the congregation might gather. 
 
Richard Eppes wrote in his diary dated Sunday, 
December 21, 1856, “Quite surprised this morning to find 
the ground quite white with snow the first fall this season 
wind N. E. very cold. Madison made no fire in the church 
this morning, thinking it was the 4

th
 Sunday in the month, 

consequently service did not commence until after 12 o. 
c. there being very few persons present had no sermon 
but only the service.” Mr. Murray [Rector at St. John’s] 
returned and dined with us & spent the night.” Richard 
Eppes relied heavily on Madison and trusted him as much 
as any of his acquaintances. The Vestry would give him a 
small cash gift for his services from time to time. In the 
diary, dated May 2

,
 1858 (Richard Eppes’ 34

th
 birthday) 

the Vestry met after church, Richard Eppes writes “Mr. 
Batte moved that a collection be requested of the 
congregation by Mr. Zimmer [St. John’s Rector] next 
Sunday to be taken up Sunday after next Sunday for the 
benefit of the Sexton Madison.”  
 
Harriet had a number of children by other fathers, Robert 
Moody (born 1835), George Gilliam (born 1838), Richard 
Gilliam (born 1840), and Patty Rud (born 1845).  Madison 
and Harriet had a number of children of their own. They 
are Paulina Ruffin (b. 1848), James Ruffin Jr. (b. 1850), 

Agnes Ruffin (b. Dec. 21, 1851), John Williams Ruffin (b. 
1853), Samuel Welsh Ruffin (b. 1855), and Indianna 
Ruffin ( b. 1858).  James Madison Ruffin died on 19

th
 of 

February, 1876 of pneumonia and was buried on the 21
st
 

Feb. 1876 by the Rev. Edward Valentine Jones. 
 
Paulina (called Pau – lī ´-nə) most likely left with her 
family May 20, 1862, ending up in Hampton and Norfolk 
throughout the remainder of the Civil War. Paulina 
married James Henry Eps who was a sailor in the United 
States Navy.  Their children were Mary Elizabeth (born 
abt. 1871).  Harriett (Hattie) Ruffin (born abt. 1873), 
Robert Henry (born abt. 1875) & William Henry. Mary, 
Hattie, and Robert were baptized at St. John’s on 17 
June, 1877 by the Rev. Edwin Valentine Jones. Paulina 
was baptized and confirmed at St. John’s in June of 1879 
at age 31 by the Rt. Rev. F. M. Whittle, thus becoming a 
member of St. John’s.  
 
Mary Nelson Neblett (now living in Chester) recalls that 
she and the other children called her “Aunt Paulina.” 
Paulina came to church every Sunday sitting on the back 
row near the entrance to the church. If it were a Sunday 
when the Holy Communion was served, Paulina would 
wait until everyone had taken communion and then she 
would proceed to go to the altar rail to receive the 
sacrament. Mrs. Mary Catherine Pruden (St. John’s 
Organist Emeritus) recalled that Paulina would come to 
church every Sunday until she could not walk to church 
anymore. Paulina is also remembered and described to 
have been a very kind and lovable person. Paulina and 
her husband lived in a small house on the top of the hill 
leading to the waterfront (now extinct) to the right of the 
house at the end of Prince Henry Street.  
 
Paulina’s husband Henry became the church sexton after 
Paulina’s father Madison Ruffin died in 1876. When Henry 
died at the end of September 1889, Paulina appealed to 
the Eppes family to have him buried next to her father in 
the St. John’s cemetery. Richard Eppes writes in his Diary 
Tuesday, Oct: 1

st
 1889, “Henry  Eps, husband of Paulina 

Eps sexton of our church (P.E. St. Johns City Point) a 

Continued on page 12 
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Visit the “Workshops, Training & 
Events”  and “Youth” pages of our 
website for even more upcoming 
events, www.diosova.org. 

______________________ 
  
James Solomon Russell 
Celebration—March 29, 3 p.m. 
RZUA Conference Center, Lacrosse, 
Virginia. A reception will follow in the 
parish hall of Trinity, South Hill. 
Bishop Hollerith will officiate. The 
Rev. Dr. John L. Ghee, Presiding 
Bishop of Reformed Zion Union 
Apostolic Churches of America will 
preach. 
 
Cursillo Men's Weekend—April 9-
12, 2015, Chanco on the James. For 
more information and application go 
to www.cursillodsv.org. 
 
Administrators & Treasurers 
Lunch Group—April 16, 12 to 1:30 
p.m., St. John’s, Hampton. Bring your 
own lunch; beverages will be 
provided. RSVP to 
njames@diosova.org. 

 
Cursillo Women's Weekend—April 
23-26, 2015, Chanco on the James. 
For more information and application 
go to www.cursillodsv.org. 
 
A Call to Action: Creating a 
Recovery Ready Diocese—April 25 
Bruton Parish, Williamsburg 
Hosted by the Addictions and 
Recovery Commission of the Diocese 
of Southern Virginia. Go to 
www.diosova.org for more 
information and registration. 

Spring Clergy Day—May 5, 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., Chanco on the James 
 
New Camino Hispanic Ministry 
Conference—May 8-9, St. David's, 
Richmond. New Camino Hispanic 
Ministry Conference - May 8-9, St. 
David's, Richmond. Learn how your 
church can begin to effectively 
minister to the multiple generations of 
Hispanic people in your area.  
 
 

May Weekend—May 15-17, 2015, 
Chanco on the James. Go to 
www.diosova.org for more 
information and registration. 
 
Financial & Administrative Best 
Practices Workshop—May 20, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m., Grace Church, 
Yorktown. A day designed especially 
for your church's financial and 
administrative personnel. Topics will 
include: compensation, audits and 
internal controls, employment issues, 
requests for financial assistance, and 
more. Go to www.diosova.org for 
more information and registration. 
  
 

Calendar of Events 

seaman employed on the United States ironclad fleet, 
stationed a few miles below Richmond Va died yesterday  
 
and his wife applied to my wife + self for permission to bury 
him in the churchyard of the P.E. church by the side of her 
father Madison the old sexton though neither my wife or my 
wife have any personal objection we have been forced to 
refuse, as the race feeling between the whites + negroes is 
so strong that the church would be seriously injured 
thereby moreover as he was a seaman in the employ of the 
U.S. Government his family have a right to bury him in the 
National Cemetery located near here, where several 
seaman, who died, when the fleet was stationed here, were 
buried…...The funeral will take place in St John's church + 
from there transported to the negro burying ground + there 
interred with Masonic honors, he being a Mason.”  After 
Henry’s death Paulina continued to work as a domestic 
servant at Appomattox Manor until her death on 5 January 
1946 at age 98. She was buried on Jan 8, 1946 by the 

Rev. J. R. Walker. Paulina being a faithful member of St. 
John’s for many years was allowed to be buried next to her 
father in the church graveyard, but a permanent memorial 
was never placed.  
 
The congregation wants to honor Paulina and to express 
their remorse to the African American community for the 
actions of earlier members of the congregation who did not 
see fit to bury Paulina’s husband in the St. John’s 
Cemetery because of racial prejudice, as indicated in Dr. 
Eppes diary. On behalf of the congregation, the vestry has 
ordered and will lay a permanent granite marker similar to 
that of her father Madison, on Paulina’s grave Wednesday, 
April 15

th
, 2015 beginning at 5:30 PM in a program and 

service dedicated to remembering Madison, Paulina, and 
all the saints who have passed through St. John’s, adding 
richly to its history and its mission. The service will also 
include the consecration of the new columbarium in the 
graveyard. 
 
 

Paullina Ruffin Eps, continued from page 11 

http://www.cursillodsv.org
mailto:njames@diosova.org
http://www.cursillodsv.org

