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124th Annual Council: Sacred Conversations about
Race and Class, Power and Protest
The 124th Annual Council of the Diocese of Southern
Virginia convened February 5-6 at the Williamsburg
Lodge Convention Center.
Bishop Hollerith addressed Council on Friday morning.
"Without a doubt, the greatest challenge of my episcopate
has been one of discerning and helping others to discern
what it means to be the Episcopal Church in the 21st
century." The bishop shared his thoughts on "what's
working" in Southern Virginia. He also spoke about
changes experienced in The Episcopal Church and our
own diocese in 2015 and a look toward 2016. The
Bishop’s address is available on the Annual Council page
of our website, www.diosova.org.
The preacher for the Council Eucharist on Friday morning
was the Rev. Canon Dr. Sandye A. Wilson, rector of St.
Andrew and Holy Communion Episcopal Church in South
Orange, New Jersey, who was national president of the
Union of Black Episcopalians from 1997-2004.
Our keynote speaker this year was the Very Rev. Mike
Kinman, Dean of Christ Church Cathedral in St. Louis,
MO. Kinman gave two presentations to Council,
"#Ferguson Theology" and "Sacred Conversations About
Race and Class, Power and Protest". Following the
Ferguson police killing of Michael Brown, Jr., Kinman was
an advocate for the Black
Lives Matter movement and
provided sanctuary for the
movement at Christ Church
Cathedral. Materials from
Kinman's presentations
(slides, with links to videos,
and notes) are available on
the Annual Council page of
our website.

moment that is emerging around human rights in
America. Talking about being trauma-informed church
and naming our addictive family systems -- and hearing
incredible resonance. Leading 400-500 Episcopalians
(the majority of whom were white and over 55) in the
Assata Shakur chant (3 times, shouting it at the end)
because until everyone is free none of us are free. Really
wish I had film of that one! 'It is our duty to fight for our
freedom. It is our duty to win. We must love and support
each other. We have nothing to lose but our chains.'"
Elections at Council
The following elections took place at this year's Council:
Standing Committee: The Rev. Conor Alexander, Mr.
Scott Norris. Disciplinary Board: The Rev. Dale Custer,
The Rev. Susan Grimm, Mr. Matthew White. Provincial
Synod: The Rev. Frederick Walker, Ms. Andrea Morgan
Resolutions
The two canonical resolutions before Council this year, C1 (of nominations) and C-2 (Committee on Constitutions
& Canons), both passed unanimously. The full text of
those resolutions can be found on the Annual Council
page of our website.

Go to page 12 for more photos of this year’s Council.

Saturday afternoon,
Kinman posted on
Facebook, "Today's
highlights at Annual Council
of Episcopal Diocese of
Southern Virginia: Watching
people listen deeply to and
wrestle with the wisdom,
passion and brilliance of
Brittany Ferrell, Alexis
Templeton, Traci Blackmon
and Ruby Sales. Talking
about Jesus and being the
church in this Kairos
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Clergy transitions

Participate in the Asset Map of
The Episcopal Church

The Rev. Clay Riley left St. Martin's, Williamsburg, for a
call in another diocese

The Asset Map
of the
Episcopal
Church is the
first platform of
its kind,
housing
information
about all of the
ministry
programs and
institutional
resources in
United States
Episcopal network in the same place. The purpose of the
Asset Map is to equip churches and institutions to share
their own good news, and connect with the larger
networks of mission and ministry diocesan and
nationwide. The online map could benefit any number of
programs, including disaster preparedness and response
work, and collaborative ministry development.

The Rev. Dr. Kathleen Price began as Priest-in-Charge,
St. Martin’s, Williamsburg
The Rev. Chuck Mulally began as interim associate, St.
Martin’s, Williamsburg
The Rev. Connie Gilman began as Priest-in-Charge,
Christ Church, Smithfield
The Rev. Henry McQueen will leave Hickory Neck,
Toano, for a call in another diocese, 3/28/16
The Rev. Bruce Cheney will begin as rector at St. Paul’s,
Newport News, 4/4/16
The Rev. Jennifer Andrews-Weckerly will begin as rector
of Hickory Neck, Toano, 4/17/16

Hearing with Our Hearts: The
music of migration

"The Asset Map is a visual catalog of The Episcopal
Church at large, enabling diocesan leaders, church
members and church seekers alike to see at a glance and
in depth what the Church's presence looks like in their
area," said Abagail Nelson, Episcopal Relief &
Development's Senior Vice President of Programs. "It has
wide-ranging potential to facilitate the development of
new ministries and partnerships, and support the
mobilization of resources and expertise."

The Virginia Foundation for the Humanities has awarded
a grant to St. George’s Parish on the Eastern Shore for
the production of an event to be called “Hearing with our
Hearts: The Music of Migration.” The two-day event will
be held on Friday, June 3 and Saturday, June 4 at St.
James’, Accomac. The program will focus on the
potentially polarizing topic of migration/immigration.

The Diocese of Southern Virginia is actively participating
in the Episcopal Asset Map project. Bishop Hollerith has
asked churches to designate someone to help manage
their presence on the map. Communications Officer Ann
Turner is the diocesan map administrator. Please contact
her if you have any questions about the Asset Map,
aturner@diosova.org. Our diocesan page can be found at
www.edsva.episcopalassetmap.org.

The first component will be to screen the classic film
“Harvest of Shame” and offer a subsequent public
conversation that will be moderated by a guest scholar.
The second component will be a music workshop and
concert performance by renowned Jarocho master and
luthier, Andres Flores, from Veracruz, Mexico. Both
events will be free and open to the public.
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Andres Flores to perform and teach at St. James’,
Accomac
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Deacons in Southern Virginia unite
to support refugees in crisis - how
you can help

For more information on how you can contribute or
participate please contact Genevieve Nelson,
nelson.genevieve@gmail.com.

Churches team up for new Family
Life Center

Deacons in Southern Virginia are raising funds for
refugee. Your donation will help refugees forced to flee
from conflict or natural disaster. At work in over 40
countries and 22 U.S. cities, the International Rescue
Committee leads refugees in their journey from harm to
home and supports their efforts to rebuild their lives.

Good Samaritan, Virginia Beach, and next door neighbor
Enoch Baptist Church have been working together to
bring significant changes to their neighborhood, improving
lives in their community. Between the two churches is a
plot of land, owned by Good Samaritan, that has been
used for all kinds of project - everything from a community
garden to Community Day events that draw thousands of
participants.

Funds raised in this campaign will go to the IRC in
Charlottesville and the newest office in Richmond. They
will be used for resettlement, education, language skills
and health. Each year, thousands of refugees are invited
by the U.S. government to seek safety and freedom.
Forced to flee conflict or persecution, many have survived
for years against incredible odds. They step off the plane
with next to nothing but their dignity, hope and
determination. In Charlottesville, Richmond and many
other regional offices across the country, the IRC helps
them rebuild their lives.

In December 2014, Enoch Baptist's pastor, Dr. Michael
Daniels walked across the plot of land separating the two
churches and asked a question that would change
everything about their cooperative ministry. On an
average Sunday, Enoch Baptist ministers to 1,200
congregation members, and Good Samaritan ministers to
45 members, one-third of whom are adults with
intellectual disabilities.

To learn more and how you can help, go to
http://diy.rescue.org/sovadeacons.

"I asked their
permission for
a long-term
lease of their
property, 199
years to be
exact," he
said. "Enoch
Baptist had a
vision for a
Family Life
Center, and we
Pastor Michael Daniels of Enoch Baptist
hoped to build
Church and the Rev. Wendy Wilkinson,
upon their
rector of Good Samaritan, Virginia
land."
Beach.
Ironically,
Good
Samaritan had drawn up plans for a Family Life Center
years ago. "We had the land, but no funds, and here was
Enoch Baptist with the funds, but no land. Thank you,
Lord!" recalls Wilkinson.

Laundry Love in Norfolk
On the afternoon of
January 26, a small
group people gathered at
Soap and Suds on Colley
Avenue in Norfolk to
spend some time getting
to know their neighbors a
little better and offering a
unique service. From 3 to
6 p.m., laundry service
was free to anyone who
came through the doors!
The event happened under the leadership and guidance
of Deacon Candidate Genevieve Nelson, and Deacon
Marguerite Alley. Lois Gail Davis, Pat Hodge and Deane
Sobol, members from St. Andrew's, Norfolk, and Joyce
Wood and the Rev. Scott Hennessey from St. Paul's,
Norfolk, were on hand to greet people at the door, and
visited with them while they did their laundry for free.

After many months of work with the Diocese and the City
of Virginia Beach, construction of the 15,000 square feet,
single story building is scheduled to begin in April. It will
house a kitchen, classrooms and multi-activity spaces.
Before and after school programs, summer camps,
programs for adults with intellectual disabilities, literacy
and senior citizen programs are planned for the center.
"This is not a recreation center," said Daniels. "It is about
changing the lives of the living."

Genevieve says this about this special ministry, "Laundry
Love seeks to bring economic relief by the giving the
individual or family the option to redirect funds toward
food, medical, gas or transportation costs as well as
school supplies and other basic, everyday necessities. It
is a neighboring movement that partners with individuals,
groups and Laundromats to care for the poor, vulnerable
and marginalized throughout the U.S."
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Bishop Hollerith enjoys a sweet
visit at St. John’s, Hampton

grow in its mission to serve and to feed the needy.
As a result of the more efficient pantry space and the
increased resources, our Food Pantry was able to provide
a record number of meals to those in need - 58,839 meals
in 2015, a 40% increase over the previous year.
Additionally, we served 1,829 children and 1,340 adults
through our partners at four schools. We work through the
social workers at Carver Elementary School in Richmond,
and Chalkley Elementary School, Greenfield Elementary
School, and Providence Middle School in Chesterfield and through social agencies including CCHASM and
Central Virginia Food Bank.

During Bishop
Hollerith’s visit
to St. John's,
Hampton, in
addition to
Confirmation, he
judged a cookie
contest and
gave out
chocolate coins
to the children.

I am still in awe of how much we have grown our pantry
this year. Obviously, the need is there and we keep
saying "yes" to God. This grant has enabled us to do
more for the food insecure in our community and I have
no doubt that we will continue that growth into 2016.
This growing ministry is generously supported by our
partners at Redeemer, Midlothian, whose own food pantry
donated food twice this year, Salisbury Presbyterian
Church whose Blessing Garden provided fresh
vegetables weekly, and the Kroger Community Rewards
Program which shares a quarterly donation based on the
purchases from our enrolled members.

On his Dec. 6
feast day, St. Nicholas
visited St. John's and
brought the children
chocolate coins. The
children were told that our
bishop was visiting in two
weeks and maybe, he too
would have some gold
chocolate coins. Some of
the children asked Bishop
Hollerith and he obliged.

Of course, none of this would be possible without the
generosity of the members of St. Matthias' who
generously donate funds and food, and the more than 45
volunteers who weekly give countless hours to help those
in need. We feel blessed in this ministry and are excited
to be able to serve.

There was also a cookie contest and one of the
categories was "Bishop's choice." The winning cookies
were a delicious version of the Episcopal shield.

Honoring first responders

Food Lion provides funds and
volunteers for food pantry's
extreme makeover

St. Andrew's, Newport News, honored first responders on
Sunday. Firefighters, EMTs, police officers and others
took part in a special Sunday worship, were presented St.
Michael's medallions and treated to lunch. For first
responders on duty, dozens of lunches, with thank you
cards and St. Michael's medallions, were packed and
delivered to the police precinct and two fire stations in the
neighborhood. Youth had some fun checking out one of
the emergency response vehicles on hand.

By Linda Hudgens, St. Matthias', Midlothian
St. Matthias',
Midlothian, is
extremely
grateful to Food
Lion for their
community
program "Food
Lion Feeds" and
the grant they
made to our
Food Pantry this
past fall. In
collaboration with the Central Virginia Food Bank, Food
Lion provided a cash grant as well as the manpower of 20
Food Lion employees giving our pantry a much needed
makeover. The makeover included new flooring, installing
new shelving, painting, a new freezer, restocking the
pantry with groceries, and more. The food and the
improvements have enabled the St. Matthias Food Pantry
4

MLK Day event offers positive
interactions for children and police

Wreaths Across America—a
moving experience
By Harper Lewis, Youth Director, St. Andrew’s, Newport
News
A two day
project
involving the
organization
Wreaths
Across
America was
led by St.
Andrew's,
Newport News, in conjunction with the Navy's Wives Club
of the Peninsula - Norfolk 91. This project began eight
years ago with only 500 wreaths and the cemetery has
10,000 graves. Work began on Friday, December 11.
Approximately 30 volunteers gathered to help load
wreaths in three trucks to transport them to the Hampton
National Cemetery on the campus of Hampton University
for the next day's preparation and ceremony. On
Saturday, December 12, the preparing of the wreaths
began at 8:00 a.m. We were blessed to have over 600
volunteers including St. Andrew's Church youth and
parishioners, civilians, all branches of the military,
and Junior ROTC programs in Hampton to help make this
event a huge success. At noon, a moving ceremony took
place honoring our fallen veterans. Several members of
St. Andrew's participated in the ceremony. The keynote
speaker was Commander Jimmy T. Landrom, Sr. Once
the ceremony was complete, the community laid
approximately 8,000 wreaths. It is hoped that in the near
future the project will be able to lay wreaths on all the
graves of our fallen veterans.

Good Samaritan,
Virginia Beach, hosted
a Martin Luther King
Day event that provided
positive interaction for
neighborhood children
and police officers.
The event was
sponsored by Good
Samaritan, neighboring
churches Enoch Baptist
and Heritage United
Methodist, Virginia
Wesleyan College, the
Virginia Beach Police
Department's third precinct and others. Fostering literacy
among children was a goal, as was establishing good
relationships with the police officers who patrol their
neighborhood.

YASC mission to Tanzania

"We want them not to be afraid of us; to see us as people,
not just as officers in a car," said Officer Andrea Bryk.
"The children could look on the police as friends and
mentors, perhaps even role models."

Andy Russell, from Bruton Parish,
Williamsburg, is serving as a
missionary with the Young Adult
Service Corps in Dodoma, Tanzania
this year. You can follow his
experiences on his blog, “Looking
Out, Looking In”, www.asrussellyasc.blogspot.com.

Children had their pictures taken with officers, who
attended the event on their day off. Police presented a
little lending library they'd built - a wooden birdhouselooking structure attached to a pole that will be painted
and placed in a public spot and stocked by the nearby city
library.

The Young Adult Service Corps is a ministry for young
adults who are interested in exploring their faith in new
ways by living and serving in communities around the
Anglican Communion. YASC brings young adults into the
life of the worldwide Anglican Communion and into the
daily work of a local community. At the same time, it
brings the gifts and resources of the church into the lives
of young adults as they explore their own faith journeys.
YASC is open to Episcopalians between the ages of 21
and 30.

Carol Buckalew, a member of Good Samaritan, said
events that bring the police and community together are
critical. "It humanizes each group for the other," she said.
Over 100 people participated in the morning's
activities.
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News from the Episcopal Church Women
ECW Annual Spring Meeting

“Why does Congo matter?” Carey said. “Because lives
matter. Ubunti, our life is one. This is how we ought to live
as a people of God.”

By Helen Sharpe-Williams, ECW First Vice President
The ECW Annual Spring will be at Redeemer Episcopal
Church in Midlothian Virginia on May 21. In keeping with
our theme “God Bless the Children” the Boys Home of
Virginia will be featured. Ms. Megan Drew-Tiller, Church
Relations, Boys Home of Virginia will be our guest
speaker and presenter. Come and join us. All are
welcome.

Kathy Klein, who
accompanied
Carey on the
2013 Congo trip,
also shared her
experience with
an emphasis on
conflict minerals.
Profits from the
mineral trade
enables armed
groups in eastern
Congo to
purchase large
numbers of
Left to right: Event organizer, Susan
weapons to
Broaddus, Women-to-Women; the Rev.
Wendy Wilkinson, Chaplain, Canterbury
continue the
conflict, she said. Center, and the Rev. Deacon Carey
Chirico, Women-to-Women founder.
Both Carey and
Kathy presented
many ways to help victims of the violence. Learn more at
www.raisehopeforcongo.org/content/conflict-mineralscompany-rankings-0

“Why Care About the Congo?”
By Nancy Smith, ECW Communication Chair
Ubunti, a universal bond of sharing that connects all
humanity.
“The Congo is the most dangerous place in the world for
women to live,” said Rev. Deacon Carey Chirico. It is
even too dangerous for organizations like Doctors Without
Borders to go there, she said. Some 6,000,000 people
have died due to war-related causes in the past 20 years
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Carey visited
the Congo several times in the past few years. She
shared stories of her visits where she met many victims of
the violence at an event sponsored by Women-to-Women
on February 20. The Episcopal community founded by
Carey in the Diocese of Virginia, works to help women
who are victims of war-related violence in the Congo.
Another Women-to-Women community has been
organized in the Diocese of Southern Virginia by Susan
Broaddus who travelled with Carey three years ago.

The event featured a free Congolese lunch – chicken with
peanut sauce, beans with rice, and a fruit compote
prepared by Women-to-Women. Guitarist, Freddie
Malenda, a senior at Maury High School, provided
Congolese music during lunch. Some Congolese guests
led hymns along with his music.
Drumming for Peace with Atumpan closed the event on
an upbeat note. Corey Staten, “the talented blind guy,”
and his wife LaQuita Marie Staten invited guests to pick a
drum or a cowbell and join the drum circle. The family
team specializes in “Edutainment”. Carey and Kathy had
stressed getting to know people in the Congo, sharing life
stories and building bridges. After a practice session,
Corey asked guests to accompany him as he told a story
filled with characters who used their different talents to
work together to build a bridge.
“We can help through prayer, informing ourselves and
others about eastern Congo and by writing to our national
legislators and the Secretary of State,” urged Susan
Broaddus. “We are grateful to the Rev. Wendy Wilkinson,
Chaplain, Canterbury Center, for letting us use the center
for this event.”
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News from the Episcopal Church Women
ECW will gift Boys Home and Jackson-Feild graduates
In June, Boys Home of Virginia and
Jackson-Feild Behavioral Health
Services graduates will be the first to
receive graduation gifts from the
Episcopal Church Women in the
Diocese of Southern Virginia.
“The ECW’s Graduation Gift Fund, part
two of our 2015-2016 outreach project,
God Bless the Children, will help the
graduates as they begin a new phase of
their lives,” said Nancy Sands, ECW
President, Diocese of Southern Virginia.
“Please help the ECW Graduation Gift
Fund grow.”
Contributions received through May 27,
2016 will be used to gift the graduates
this year. The amount of each gift will
be based on the funds collected and the
number of graduates. This year a total of
thirteen students are expected to
graduate from the Boys Home and
Jackson-Field. The number of graduates
varies each year.
“We’ve averaged about six graduates a
year over the last six years,” said Megan
-Drew Tiller, Church Relations, Boys
Home of Virginia. “This year, we’re
expecting nine!”

ECW Graduation Gift
Fund Let’s Toss this Cap
to the Top!
$10,000
$ 9,000
$ 8,000
$ 7.000
$ 6,000
$ 5,000
$ 4,000
$ 3,000
$ 2,000
$ 1,700
Total Collected
Dec. 2015
Send Contributions to:
ECW Treasurer
Betty Mariner
30359 Bobtown Road
Pungoteague, VA 23422

“The past five years we have had
between four and twelve Gwaltney School graduates, with
the average being four to seven,” said Ann Chaffins, Vice
President of Advancement, Jackson-Field Behavioral
Health Services. “This number remains fluid until we get
closer to graduation day, June 10, 2016. Currently, we
anticipate having four graduates who have earned their
GEDs.”

graduates training to be certified in
trades such as welding and plumbing.
“The ECW’s God Bless the Children
project in the Diocese of Southern
Virginia has helped us start new
programs like the Center for Applied
Trades, as well as boost our enrollment
numbers,” Tiller said. “And your very
vocal support has helped raise
awareness of our program and inspire
other churches around the Diocese to
become involved too! We have grown so
much this past year, and the ECW in the
Diocese of Southern Virginia has been
an essential part of that.”
At Jackson-Feild vocational programs at
the Gwaltney School prepare graduates
to enter the workforce with certification in
fields such as home health care, food
preparation and cake decorating.
“We are blessed to be included in the
ECW’s God Bless the Children initiative,”
Chaffins said. “We are grateful that
Phase 2 of this project will benefit our
2016 Gwaltney School Graduates.”

Apply now for ECW Scholarships
By Nancy Smith, ECW Communication Chair
The Elise Holladay Scholarship, funded by Episcopal
Church Women, awarded $9,885 in grants, ranging from
$500 to $1000, to 14 young men and women throughout
the Diocese last spring. Also, the ECW Beverley D.
Tucker Scholarship is available and provides assistance
to men and women in church-related training in an
accredited Episcopal school. Application form is at
www.diosova.org, and must be postmarked by April 27 to
be considered for the fall semester. A student may
receive funds twice. If you have questions, call Susan
Broaddus at 757-623-0205.

Like most high school graduates, Boys Home and
Jackson-Feild graduates chose a variety of paths to follow
from attending college to joining a military service. This
year most of the graduates are planning a career in a
technical field or they will enter the workforce.
A new Center for Applied Trades, opened recently at the
Boys Home and led by an alum and his wife, offers
7

News from the Episcopal Church Women
United Thank Offering (UTO)
a daily discipline

supportive of our efforts. During the Annual Council Meeting in Williamsburg your blessings were abundant
($769.00). For work well done and work to do, we thank
you.

By Helen Sharpe-Williams, UTO Diocesan Coordinator
Grateful hearts are the reason the United Thank Offering
(UTO) is able to continue to award grants which are gifts
of love, and which change lives. They are also the reason
the UTO is a vital mission arm of the Episcopal Church.
We love the concept that UTO is not a fund drive, but rather a discipline in
our daily life in
Christ wherein we
offer prayers of
thanksgiving for
our countless
blessings; this
makes giving a
joyful experience. We are
also grateful for
Bishop Hollerith
and the clergy who are

2016 ECW Yearbook & Parish
Directory

In the Breaking of Bread: Finding
Christ in Full Communion

foster deep reflections rooted in the full communion
relationship between the Episcopal Church and the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Go to
www.diosova.org for more information.

By Nancy Polick Sands, ECW President
At the ECW Spring Board Meeting, the diocesan ECW
Board voted to have the 2016 Yearbook and Parish Directory distributed electronically only. This is a big money
savings for the ECW. It also offers us the advantage of
updating contact information as it changes. In order to
preserve privacy, the yearbook will not be posted online,
but information on how your ECW members may obtain
copies is available on the diocesan website –
www.diosova.org/ecw. Since there may be some women
who do not use a computer, I hope you will work with all
the women in your church to make sure they have access
to a copy of the yearbook.

Author Lauren Winner coming to
Danville
The Virginia Lutheran-Episcopal Joint Committee is
sponsoring a clergy conference led by Gordon Lathrop
and Neil Alexander for clergy and rostered leaders of
Lutheran and Episcopal churches. Held May 16-18 at
Shrine Mont in Orkney Springs, VA, "In the Breaking of
the Bread: Finding Christ in Full Communion" will be an
opportunity to: speak with national ecumenical
representatives from both churches and with bishops and
deployment officers from the Dioceses of Virginia,
Southern Virginia, and Southwestern Virginia (ECUSA) as
well as with bishops and synod staff of the Virginia Synod
and the Metro DC Synod (ELCA); gain a renewed ability
and confidence to preside at a full communion partner's
table and evening liturgies; hear from renowned liturgical
scholars Gordon Lathrop and Neil Alexander; and

The Rev. Dr. Lauren F. Winner will
speak at Epiphany, Danville on
Saturday, April 16, 1 to 3 p.m.
Dr. Winner writes and lectures
widely on Christian practice, the
history of Christianity in America,
and Jewish-Christian relations. Her
books include Girl Meets God,
Mudhouse Sabbath, A Cheerful and
Comfortable Faith, Still: Notes on a Mid-Faith Crisis,
Wearing God. She is completing a book called
Characteristic Damage, which examines the effects of sin
and damage on Christian practice. Dr. Winner, an
Episcopal priest, is vicar of St. Paul's in Louisburg, NC.
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Absalom Jones, James Solomon Russell joint celebration held
By James Grimstead
Nearly two-hundred people joined in Sunday, February 28,
at Saint Paul’s Memorial Chapel, Lawrenceville, to
celebrate the life and legacy two great pioneers, Absalom
Jones and James Solomon Russell, who fought vigorously
for religious liberty for all people.

In 1882 he was ordained a deacon and his first
assignment was in Lawrenceville where he organized
social learning groups and new parishes throughout the
counties. He was ordained to the priesthood in 1887 and
in 1888 he founded the St. Paul Normal and Industrial
School which later became St. Paul’s College.

Absalom Jones, born a slavery in Delaware in 1746,
taught himself to read from the New Testament and others
books. At sixteen he was sold to a Philadelphia Quaker
store owner and there he attended a school for Blacks. At
twenty, he married another slave, and purchased her
freedom with his earnings. He later in 1784 purchased his
own freedom.

Archdeacon Russell had great financial challenges during
this period but always found ways to meet his obligations
through his vast associations with people and
organizations from around the world. He was deeply
entrenched in the workings of the church and on two
occasions turned down the offering of Bishop. He went on
to receive many honors and two doctorate degrees. At his
passing in 1935, left a school of more than 800 students,
fifty plus educators, and numerous buildings. James
Solomon Russell was named a saint in the Diocese of
Southern Virginia in 1996.

He endured much hardship and discrimination in his early
experiences at Saint George’s Methodist Episcopal
Church. After being told to move from the sanctuary up to
the balcony he and his friend Richard Allen became
infuriated and moved their group out of this church and
proceeded to form their own parishes. His new parish,
Saint Thomas African Episcopal Church, applied for
membership in the Episcopal Diocese of Pennsylvania,
with conditions, and was admitted in 1794. Bishop White
ordained Absalom Jones as a deacon in 1795 and as a
priest in 1802.
Absalom Jones was an earnest preacher and denounced
slavery and warned oppressors to clean their hands of
slaves. To him, God was the Father, who always acted on
behalf of the oppressed and the distressed. His mild
manner made him beloved by his own flock and by the
community. His church grew to over 500 members during
its first year. Known as the Black Bishop of the Episcopal
Church, Jones was an example of persistent faith in God
and in the Church as God’s instrument.

Left to right: Rev. Terry Edwards, Rev. Frederick Walker, Rev.
Joseph Green, Rev. Ronald Ramsey, Rev. Harold Cobb, Rev.
Ross Wright.

James Solomon Russell was also born into slavery in
1857 on the Hendrick plantation in Virginia. His father
worked on a plantation in another county so his mother
raised him until after the Civil War when his father was
allowed to join the family. Life was grueling for Russell
and his family as they struggled to run a small farm in
Palmer Springs, VA. He was a committed worker and had
a strong desire for learning and with the support of his
parents and community he prepared himself to enter
Hampton Institute. Finances were difficult which caused
him to drop out of school. He compensated by teaching in
the community where he was introduced to the Apostle’s
Creed which caused him the fall in love with the Episcopal
Church doctrine. Mrs. Pattie Buford, a white woman in
Lawrenceville, who was interested in missionary work in
the black community, gave him a copy of the Book of
Common Prayer and introduced him to Bishop Francis M.
Whittle who arranged for Russell to attend the Theological
Seminary in Petersburg, VA. He was the first and only
student in the new school.

The annual event celebrating Absalom Jones is held
nationally at parishes around the country. The celebration
of Archdeacon James Solomon Russell is held annually at
parishes around the Dioceses of Southern Virginia.
One of the highlights of the event was the family message
of “Thanks” delivered by eleven year old, fifth generation,
John Solomon Russell, Jr. He represented the many
Russell family members who were in attendance for the
occasion.
The featured speaker was the Reverend Terry Edwards of
St. Augustine’s, Newport News. She gave an outstanding
message which focused on Moses’ trials and tribulations
in Exodus in relationship to the ordeals of Absalom Jones
and James Solomon Russell. The audience was attentive
to the very end as her conclusion brought us into today’s
challenges and the solutions we seek to develop a better
community for everyone.
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Chanco: The spiritual heart of Southern Virginia
By Talley Banazek, Development/Marketing Coordinator, Chanco on the James

Crackling fires. Chirping crickets. The sound of the wind
in the sails of your boat and the water lapping the beach
shore. The sound of an owl hooting overhead and the
swish of the soaring bald eagle. The sound of cheers as
your campsite encourages you on a new high element on
the ropes course. The sound of laughter during skits and
games. The sound of the of the Chanco Song and the
Lord’s Prayer that wrap up a full packed day of fun.
These are just some of the sounds of camp. And these
sounds are all a part of the music that make Chanco “the
spiritual heart of Southern Virginia”.

are involved with any church, YMCA, Scouts, etc.
where they can learn and incorporate positive,
Christian values. Episcopal camps are one place
where children and young people really learn to
love God and one another. It is vital that our
camps continue to flourish, and that they reach
out to serve the entire community, not only
Episcopalians, but also the vast number of
children and families who are not affiliated with
any church or religion."
Our Executive Director, Gareth Kalfas, shared these
words in our January edition of the Chanco Chatter email
newsletter. A grandmother approached us at our Annual
Council Chanco booth in February expressing how much
she appreciated Mr. Bergstrom’s words about how camps
serve the entire community - not only Episcopalians, but
also the “unchurched”. She then proceeded to share her
story. Her children were raised in the Episcopal Church
but she was dismayed that as grown adults they were not
currently affiliated with any church. She sends her
grandchildren to Chanco. Her grandson came home from
his first summer this past year raving about camp and
sharing all kinds of fun stories of his new adventures and
new friends. Then, he told his grandmother that he was
very troubled that when it came time for chalet meetings
at the end of the night, he did not know the Lord’s Prayer
that most of the other campers seemed to be able to
recite by heart. The grandmother was dismayed to hear
this. Christmas Eve her grandchildren attended church
with her. During the service, she was surprised to hear
her grandson reciting the Lord’s Prayer by heart! After
the service, she asked him, “I heard you reciting the
Lord’s Prayer by heart tonight! How did you learn that?”
With a huge grin and great pride, he responded with,
“First at Chanco….and then the internet!” Hearing the
prayer at camp sparked an interest in him that he
continued once home. He took the initiative to look up the

How do I know this? You might say I am simply talking
from my own personal experience. An experience of
being an awkward teen lacking self-confidence who found
herself, her relationship with God and her lifetime best
friends at Chanco. And you would be right. You might say
it’s because I have three daughters who have 19 Camp
Chanco sessions between them and adore it just as much
as I do. And you would be right. You might say it’s
because I’ve attended Cursillo retreats and served on the
Chanco Board and made new adult friends who love God
and His work at Chanco as much as I do. And, once
again, you would be right. However, the answer to that
question is much bigger than my own personal lifetime
experiences at Chanco - much, much bigger than those
limited experiences.
Peter Bergstrom, retiring Executive Director of Episcopal
Camps and Conference Centers, Inc. describes the
powerful impact of camp programs on spiritual formation
with the following words:
“I believe the camp experience is more important
than ever for children today. Far too many
children and teens are disconnected from both
nature and caring community. Fewer and fewer
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Chanco: The spiritual heart of Southern Virginia
By Talley Banazek, Development/Marketing Coordinator, Chanco on the James

Lord’s Prayer and then worked to memorize it completely
on his own. This is a beautiful example of the spark that
can happen at Chanco and that then continues well beyond
the end of a one or two-week session. Yes, our mission is
to serve the community both within and outside of the
Episcopal Church

that love really is possible in the darkest of times. Thank
you for giving me a family when mine couldn’t do it. Thank
you for keeping me sane these past four years. Thank you
for treating me like a human being. This place is the most
wonderful patch of earth there ever was. And I’m proud to
call this place my one true home.”
Come join us this summer and make Chanco your second
home. Register today while space is still available! With
three sessions with wait lists last summer, you won’t want
to wait to secure your spot in the session of your choice!
Visit www.chanco.org for more information and easy on
line registration. Questions? Contact Executive Director
Gareth Kalfas at director@chanco.org or 888-7CHANCO
(888-724-2626). We can’t wait to see you for the first time
or the ninth time this summer on the banks of the James
where “friends are friends forever”!

Be A Superhero – work at Camp
Chanco!
In addition to finding God in unique and different ways for
our children, there are many kids who only through
generous scholarships are able to have a Chanco
experience. Last year, a number of children from both
Boy’s Home of Virginia and ForKids received scholarships
for camp. Special Projects Manager Rachel Newnam
shares about the impact of Camp Chanco on youth from
their program.
“As you all at Chanco on the James well know,
camp is an incredible experience for any child. At
ForKids, we know that for a homeless child, it’s
more than that – it’s life changing. At camp, no one
has to know that they have lived in a homeless
shelter; they can just be kids. From sleepless
nights spent in shelters to nights spent in cars and
on the streets these campers have not had a fairy
tale childhood. Each year, our staff continue to be
amazed at the newfound confidence, focus and
determination the kids return from camp with. I
wanted to let you know that because of you all, this
year’s campers’ lives have been changed forever.”

Working at Camp Chanco is more than just a paycheck.
It’s the summer experience of a lifetime. Problem solving,
team building, creativity, and working with children are all
skills that are enhanced during a summer job at camp. If
you have a positive attitude, abundant energy, love the
outdoors and enjoy working with children in Christian
community, a job at Chanco might be just for you! To
complete their 2016 Camp Chanco team, we are seeking a
couple of counselors and lifeguards and are searching for a
Camp Nurse (R.N.) for the summer. Visit our website for
more information at www.chanco.org or call Executive
Director Gareth Kalfas at 888-7CHANCO (888-724-2626).
We can’t wait to have you

Why come to Chanco? Friends. Challenges. Adventure.
Transformation. Confidence. Fun. Prayer. God. Family.
Home. These are words often used to describe a Chanco
experience. In the words of a 2015 Fourth Session
Camper, “Thank you for always being there for me when
even I wasn’t there for myself. Thank you for showing me
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124th Annual Council of the Diocese of Southern Virginia
Feb. 5-6, 2016 at Williamsburg Lodge Convention Center
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Primates call for temporary
Episcopal Church sanctions

the church today: All who have been baptized into Christ
have put on Christ. There is no longer Jew or Gentile,
slave or free, male or female, for all are one in Christ.

A majority of Anglican primates Jan. 14 asked that the
Episcopal Church, for a period of three years, “no longer
represent us on ecumenical and interfaith bodies, should
not be appointed or elected to an internal standing
committee and that while participating in the internal
bodies of the Anglican Communion, they will not take part
in decision making on any issues pertaining to doctrine or
polity.”

“For so many who are committed to following Jesus in the
way of love and being a church that lives that love, this
decision will bring real pain,” he added. “For fellow
disciples of Jesus in our church who are gay or lesbian,
this will bring more pain. For many who have felt and
been rejected by the church because of who they are, for
many who have felt and been rejected by families and
communities, our church opening itself in love was a sign
of hope. And this will add pain on top of pain.”

Expressing their unanimous desire to walk together, the
primates said that their call comes in response to the
decision by the Episcopal Church’s General Convention
last July to change canonical language that defines
marriage as being between a man and a woman
(Resolution A036) and authorize two new marriage rites
with language allowing them to be used by same-sex or
opposite-sex couples (Resolution A054).
An announcement posted on the Primates 2016 meeting
website said that “the Primates agreed how they would
walk together in the grace and love of Christ.”

Bishop Hollerith on the outcome of
the Anglican Primates' meeting
As you may already know, the
Anglican Primates, meeting in
Canterbury, England, voted to
suspend The Episcopal Church from
decision-making and interfaith
bodies of the Anglican Communion
for three years. The suspension is a
direct response to The Episcopal
Church's decision at General
Convention last year to authorize
marriage of same-sex couples.

“This agreement acknowledges the significant distance
that remains but confirms their unanimous commitment to
walk together,” the announcement, which includes the full
text of the primates’ call, said. The announcement also
said the agreement “demonstrates the commitment of all
the Primates to continue the life of the Communion with
neither victor nor vanquished.”
Before the Jan. 14 vote, Episcopal Church Presiding
Bishop Michael B. Curry told the primates gathering Jan.
11-15 in Canterbury, England, that the statement calling
for the sanctions would be painful for many in the
Episcopal Church to receive.

My initial reaction to the agreement
was one of surprise, followed by disappointment. I'm
particularly disappointed that our new Presiding Bishop,
who was present at the meeting, was forced to endure
what was most certainly a difficult and painful experience.
I ask that you keep Michael in your prayers.

“Many of us have committed ourselves and our church to
being ‘a house of prayer for all people,’ as the Bible says,
when all are truly welcome,” Curry said in remarks he
later made available to Episcopal News Service. “Our
commitment to be an inclusive church is not based on a
social theory or capitulation to the ways of the culture, but
on our belief that the outstretched arms of Jesus on the
cross are a sign of the very love of God reaching out to us
all. While I understand that many disagree with us, our
decision regarding marriage is based on the belief that
the words of the Apostle Paul to the Galatians are true for

Despite what you are hearing from the media, The
Episcopal Church has not been removed from the
Anglican Communion. While we have been censured, the
primate's recent decision also confirms the Communion's
"unanimous commitment to walk together".
From my perspective, this recent decision should not in
any way seriously impact the mission and ministry of the
greater Episcopal Church. It certainly should not affect
our ministry here in Southern Virginia.
In closing, let me say that I find myself agreeing with
Bishop Curry's hopeful statement that this recent turn of
events is perhaps part of our calling to lead the
Communion in its becoming a church where all God's
children are fully welcomed. Please pray for The
Episcopal Church and Anglican Communion as we
continue to walk together in spite of our differences.
Faithfully,
+H. Hollerith

13

“Listen for a Change” is the 45th annual Trinity Institute conference, sponsored by Trinity Wall Street, an
Episcopal parish in New York City. The Diocese of Southern Virginia is proud to make this year's conference
available in Southern Virginia.
This year’s conference focuses on racial justice. TI2016 is for anyone who is interested in a theological
perspective on racial justice and a fuller understanding of present realities and ways to transform them.
Anyone interested is invited to attend. TI is perfect for anyone dedicated to or interested in striving for racial
justice.

How you can participate in the conversation
There are six locations offering the Trinity Institute program. Some locations will offer it over several weeks,
others in one or two days. You choose the location or offering that works best for you. There is no charge for
the program. We only ask you to register so we know how many people to plan for.
Go to www.diosova.org for details and registration.

Where you can participate in the conversation
St. Matthias’ Episcopal Church
11300 W. Huguenot Rd. Midlothian
804-272-8588
3 session program: May 10, 24, June 7

Old Donation Episcopal Church
4449 N. Witchduck Rd., Virginia Beach
757-497-0563
Friday & Saturday, May 13 & 14

St. George’s Episcopal Church
15446 Warwick Blvd., Newport News
757-877-0088
6 session program: April 7 to May 12

Co-hosting:
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
1009 Princess Anne Rd., Norfolk
757-622-5530
Grace Episcopal Church
1400 E. Brambleton Ave., Norfolk
757-625-2868
Dates TBA

St. James’ Episcopal Church
23119 Back Street, Accomac
757-787-4892
Saturday, April 23
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
228 Halifax St., Petersburg
804-733-6228
Friday & Saturday, April 29 & 30

Go to www.diosova.org for more
info
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Calendar of Events
For more upcoming events, visit
www.diosova.org.
______________________
Trinity Institute 2016: “Listen for a
Change” is the 45th annual Trinity
Institute conference, sponsored by
Trinity Wall Street, an Episcopal
parish in New York City. The Diocese
of Southern Virginia is proud to make
this year's conference available in
Southern Virginia. This year’s
conference focuses on racial justice.
TI2016 is for anyone who is
interested in a theological perspective
on racial justice and a fuller
understanding of present realities and
ways to transform them. Anyone
interested is invited to attend. TI is
perfect for anyone dedicated to or
interested in striving for racial justice.
Six locations. Go to www.diosova.org
for details and registration.
Happening: March 11-13, 2016,
Chanco on the James. For grades 10
-12. Go to www.diosova.org for more
info and registration.
Cursillo Men's Weekend: April 1417, Chanco on the James. Cursillo is
defined as a movement within the
Episcopal Church designed to help
us grow closer to Jesus Christ. For
more information and application go
to www.cursillodsv.org.
Cursillo Women's Weekend: April
28-May 1, Chanco on the
James. Cursillo is defined as a
movement within the Episcopal
Church designed to help us grow
closer to Jesus Christ. For more
information and application go
to www.cursillodsv.org.
In the Breaking of Bread: Finding
Christ in Full Communion: May 1618, Shrine Mont, Orkney Springs, VA.
The Virginia Lutheran-Episcopal Joint
Committee is sponsoring a clergy
conference lor clergy and rostered
leaders of Lutheran and Episcopal
churches. Go to www.diosova.org for
information and registration.

May Weekend: May 20-22, 2016,
Chanco on the James. More
information and registration coming
soon.
ECW Annual Spring Meeting: May
21, Redeemer, Midlothian. In keeping
with our theme “God Bless the
Children” the Boys Home of Virginia
will be featured. Ms. Megan DrewTiller, Church Relations, Boys Home
of Virginia will be our guest speaker
and presenter. Come and join us. All
are welcome.
Back to the Bluff: July 29-31,
Chanco on the James. A weekend for
all Cursillo alumni. Worship, renewal
and reconnection with Cursillo
friends. Contact Sheri Blume for info,
vandaryn911@gmail.com.
Chanco Homecoming: Sep. 30-Oct.
2, Chanco on the James. Whether
you were a retreat participant or a
camper, Homecoming is for you.
Rally your Chanco friends together
from far and wide and tell them to
come with you back home to Chanco
September 30! More information on
this event to follow. Questions?
Contact Chanco at 888-7CHANCO
(888-724-2626) or at
hospitality@chanco.org.
Cursillo #161 Co-Ed Weekend: Oct.
13-16, Chanco on the James. Cursillo
is defined as a movement within the
Episcopal Church designed to help
us grow closer to Jesus Christ. For
more information and application go
to www.cursillodsv.org.
Tri Diocesan Council on Aging
Annual Fall Camp: Oct. 24-27,
Shrine Mont, Orkney Springs, VA.
Keynote speaker will be the Rev.
Barbara Cawthorne Crafton. Fall
Camp is an opportunity to spend time
in the mountains of Virginia with other
seniors (but we don’t have an age
limit) from across the Commonwealth
and from other states. Go to
www.diosova.org for more info.
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Pilgrimage & Mission
Opportunities
Pilgrimage to Santiago de
Compostela, Spain, Oct. 5-16, 2016.
Hosted by St. John's, Chester. If you
are interested in participating, contact
the Rev. Dale Custer,
rdalecuster@gmail.com, or Doris
Custer, custerdd@gmail.com.
Mission Trip to Ghana, July 13-26,
2016. The Congregations of St.
James, Portsmouth, and St. Mark's,
Suffolk, invite you to join them on a
Mission Trip to Ghana. The group will
visit prisons, historical castles, the
gold mines, the head of the Ghanian
Chiefs "Asantehene Otumufo",
Anglican cathedrals, churches,
schools, former U.N. Secretary
General Kofi Annan's historical place
of birth among others. The cost of the
trip is $2330 which include air fare,
hotel, and transportation. Contact:
Faye Felton, ffelton012@gmail.com
or the Rev Canon Frederick Walker,
frederickwalker328@ymail.com.

Safe Church training
Go to www.diosova.org for more
information and registration.







Mar. 19, 2016 - St. John's,
Hopewell.
Apr. 23, 2016 - Hickory Neck,
Toano.
May 21, 2016 - St. Christopher's,
Portsmouth.
Jun. 18, 2016 - Good Shepherd,
Norfolk.
Sep. 17, 2016 - Galilee, Virginia
Beach.
Oct. 1, 2016 - St. Augustine's,
Newport News.

