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Diocesan Seeds of Hope Grant allows St. Matthias’ food pantry
to extend its reach
By Richard Perkins, St. Matthias', Midlothian
St. Matthias',
Midlothian,
was awarded a
2013 Seeds of
Hope Grant
from the
Diocese of
Southern
Virginia in the
amount of
$2500 to
enable further
continued
growth of St
Matthias' Food
Pantry. Grant funds were used to make improvements
that allowed the food pantry to dramatically increase its
scope and volume of services.
Grant funds also helped purchase a food storage shed
that will permit storage of more pantry items and house a
second freezer. Food donations come from the
congregation and fresh produce from the church's
Blessing Garden. Food purchases from Central Virginia
Food Bank are the primary on-going expense for our
Food Pantry.
In 2013, the number of clients served by the St. Matthias'
Food Pantry increased dramatically. The ministry has
grown by 45% in its second year; we anticipate this
growth will continue. (In 2012, our pantry was open for 6
months and in 2013 we were open for 12 months.) We
reached 508 families, 1,377 children, 848 adults with
32,529 meals.
Our pantry is unique in that, in addition to referrals and
walk-ins, we deliver the food to the schools where it is
given to the parents who have an identified need. We
pack enough appropriate food to supply 3 meals per day
for seven days for each family member. We have
relationships with two elementary schools. We participate
in the Community In Schools (CIS) program at Chalkley
Elementary School in Chesterfield County. Our mission
there is to provide food for 10 families per month.
Approximately 80% of Chalkley students qualify for free
or reduced lunch programs. The pantry also feeds an
average of 19 families per month at G.W. Carver
Elementary School in Richmond. At Thanksgiving over

115 turkeys and 450 bags of groceries and produce were
delivered to the schools.
The Food Pantry's motto is "We are the hands and feet of
Christ." The congregation has been overwhelmingly
generous in bringing food donations and our volunteers
are fantastic! The St. Matthias' community knows that life
does not always go the way you expect it and the need
for help is real. The Seeds of Hope Grant from the
Diocese helps make this program possible, and made a
measurable difference in the lives of school families and
many others.

Waverly churches team up to fight
hunger in their community
Submitted by Jessica Moore, Christ Church, Waverly
Christ Church,
Waverly, is
making a big
difference in its
community.
Christ Church
is one of 15
churches that
make up
Mission
Ministries—a
non-profit organization that operates a food pantry and
provides financial assistance to families in need.
The Mission Ministry food pantry serves approximately
200 area families monthly. In an effort to promote
complete balanced meals, the food pantry distributes
canned vegetables, canned fruit, meat, whole grain
pasta, and a variety of breads.
In addition to food assistance, Mission Ministry also has
an ongoing outreach program that assists families
monetarily with such things as utilities, rent, medical
expenses and prescriptions.
Members from Christ Church staff the food pantry at least
six Saturdays a year. Each week, Christ Church
volunteers also meet the Pepperidge Farm distributor to
receive bread to be distributed by the pantry. They also
receive and set up USDA food deliveries and maintain
the Mission’s database.
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Clergy transitions

ECW to Celebrate Mission Work
at Fall Annual Meeting

The Rev. Brenda Overfield, began as Rector Time
Certain at St. Matthias', Midlothian, 7/13/2014

By Nancy Smith, St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach
When 2014 ends, Barbara Taylor, St. Francis, Virginia
Beach, will complete her two-year term as ECW Diocesan
President, Diocese of Southern Virginia. She is happy to
report, by year-end, the ECW will reach its goal to raise
$10,000 to support the Mother’s Union in the Diocese of
Bukavu, Democratic Republic of the Congo through
Women-to-Women, a partnership with the Diocese of
Virginia.

The Rev. Michael Delk was called to Diocese of
Lexington, KY, from Hickory Neck, Toano, 7/13/14.
The Rev. Drew Foisie, was called to Diocese of Olympia,
WA, from Old Donation, Virginia Beach, 7/20/2014
The Rev. Sarah Brockenbrough began as Associate
Rector at Bruton Parish, Williamsburg, 8/1/2014

Barbara said, “Many thanks to Episcopal Church Women
diocesan-wide for giving your support to our sisters in
Christ in the Congo. Through their work and with our help,
women who are victims of rape and torture have a chance
to rebuild their lives.”

The Rev. Nancy Meck, resigned as Associate Rector of
Redeemer, Midlothian, 8/3/2014. She will begin as Rector
Time Certain at Johns Memorial, Farmville, 10/1/14.
The Rev. Fred Poteet, began as Associate Rector at Old
Donation, Virginia Beach, 8/16/2014

The ECW will celebrate its work in mission at the Fall
Annual Meeting, Saturday, October 18, at Christ Church
in Danville. Susan Broaddus, Women-to-Women chair,
Diocese of Southern Virginia, a former missionary in the
Congo, will give an account on the status of the Tamar
Project today. ECW board members, including a new
diocesan president, will be elected to take office in
January, 2015. The Rev. Helen McKee will install the
newly elected board members.

The Rev. James Medley, formerly Associate Rector at
Eastern Shore Chapel, Virginia Beach, began as Rector
Time Certain at Good Shepherd, Norfolk, 8/18/2014
The Rev. Kathleen Bobbitt will begin as Interim Rector at
Emmanuel, Virginia Beach, 9/15/14.
The Rev. Earnest Graham will begin as Interim Rector at
Hickory Neck, Toano, 9/16/14

Contact Louise Boss, corresponding secretary, to register
for the meeting, 757-678-5331 or louiseboss@exede.net,
by October 10. The registration fee is $10 and includes
lunch.

The Rev. Bob New will retire as Rector of St. James',
Cartersville, 10/1/2014

Welcome our new Archdeacon

New Youth Ministry Toolkit

It is with deep gratitude that we thank the Rev. Bill Jones
for his six years of service as Archdeacon of our Diocese.
While Bill is retiring from his role as Archdeacon, he will
continue to serve at St. David's, Chesterfield, and in his
ministry to Virginia prisons.

The Youth Ministry Toolkit for 2014-2015 is now available
on the Youth pages of our website, www.diosova.org. In
addition to the new toolkit, on those pages you can find
resources, volunteer recruitment strategies, safety
standards, and a calendar of diocesan youth events and
registration information. Questions or need further
assistance? Please contact Youth Missioner Ashley
Scruggs at ascruggs@diosova.org.

Our new Archdeacon is
the Rev. Becki Dean.
Becki serves at St.
Michael's, Bon Air, and at
The Gathering Place, an
outdoor time of worship
and community in
downtown Richmond
geared to meet the needs
of those who might not find
their way into a church on
Sunday morning - from
those in transitional
housing situations, to local
neighbors, to skeptics to those who work Sunday
mornings.

The Diocesan Connection
Published four times a year by
Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia
600 Talbot Hall Road, Norfolk VA 23505
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Communications Officer, aturner@diosova.org
Deadline for the next issue: December 1, 2014
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Fall Camp at Shrine Mont

the members-only section of the TENS website. Contact
Nancy James, njames@diosova.org, for the username
and password. The Walking the Way series is designed to
help your stewardship ministry team lead their
congregation step by step through a six-week annual
giving campaign. Learn more at www.tens.org.

The Tri-Diocesan Council on Aging will offer its annual
Fall Camp on October 27-30 at Shrine Mont in Orkney
Springs, VA. This year's keynote speaker will be Terry
Hershey, an inspirational speaker, humorist, author,
organizational consultant. He divides his time between
designing sanctuary gardens and sharing his practice of
"pausing" and "sanctuary," to help us do less and live
more. Terry's book, The Power of Pause, offers the
permission to slow down and to be gentle with ourselves,
in a world that demands More-Bigger-Faster. This year's
chaplain is The Rt. Rev. Martin Townsend, retired Bishop
of the Diocese of Easton, MD where he served for nine
years. Returning again this year will be Ed Kilbourne,
singer, story teller and folk theologian. Go to
www.shrinemont.com for more information and
registration.

Grants for churches more than 100
years old
The Helen S. and Charles G Patterson, Jr. Charitable
Trust Foundation was established to, among other things,
to "Provide financial support for the restoration,
preservation, conservation and renovations of one or
more Episcopal Churches in Virginia that are more than
one hundred years old." Grant applications are received
between Jan. 1 and April 1 each year. More information
and the grant application can be found on the
Scholarships and Grants page at www.diosova.org.

Diaconal Ordination Exploration
Program accepting applications

Ridley Foundation awards $153,183
in scholarships and grants

The Diaconal Ordination Exploration Program is
accepting applications September 1 through December
31, 2014. Applicants will interview with the Commission
on Ministry for postulancy in the fall of 2015. Those
granted postulancy will receive formation and training in
The Deacons' School. The school is a joint effort of the
Episcopal Dioceses of Southern Virginia and Virginia. We
expect the instructional phase to begin in the Spring of
2016. During the two year course, classes will meet one
weekend per quarter with assignments in between. Visit
The Deacons' School website for more information,
www.thedeaconsschool.org.

The Ridley Foundation Board awarded scholarships
totaling $123,183 to 40 students from the Diocese of
Southern Virginia and Southampton County for the 201415 academic year. Go to our website, www.diosova.org,
for a list of 2014-15 recipients. The Board also awarded
grants of $10,000 each to: Jackson-Feild Homes, Mission
of the Holy Spirit, and Covington Boys Home.

Fall Clergy Conference November
11-12

FREE stewardship resources
available online

Clergy Conference 2014 will be November 11-12 (Checkin begins at 9:30 am on Tuesday. Depart by 3:00 pm on
Wednesday) with an optional quiet day on November 10.

The Episcopal Network for Stewardship (TENS)
membership benefits are available to all parishes through
our diocesan membership. Benefits include formation and
training resources, webinars, giving campaign materials
and new ideas and insights from contributing bloggers. If
you would like to use these materials, please email
Caroline Black at cblack@diosova.org or Nancy James
at njames@diosova.org to receive the login information
for www.tens.org.

Keynote speaker will be The Rev. Canon Matthew
Stockard. Matthew Stockard has served as Canon to the
Ordinary of the Diocese of East Carolina since 2000. He
has worked extensively during this time in the area of
ministry development and vocation with several Episcopal
Church boards and agencies. He is a member of the
vocational faculty for CREDO Conferences.
Watch the eNews and website for more details. Online
registration is coming soon, but mark your calendar now
and plan to join us!

2014 Walking the Way Stewardship program:
A primary benefit of TENS membership is that all
congregations throughout the diocese have access to the
2014 Walking the Way Stewardship Narrative Series and
Annual Giving Campaign. You can access the series in
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State LARCUM Conference to be
held in Norfolk in December

EYE 14—an incredible experience!
By Harper Lewis, Youth Director, St. Andrew’s, Newport
News

The LARCUM Churches of Norfolk invite you to join us at
our annual State LARCUM Conference on Friday and
Saturday, 5-6 December 2014. Rev. Dr. John Armstrong,
president and founder of ACT 3 Network, a minister of
Word and Sacrament in the Reformed Church in America
and an adjunct professor of mission at Wheaton College
Graduate School will present "The New Landscape of
Post-Christian Christianity"
More detailed information including hotel reservation
information will be forthcoming as the brochure is
finalized. Mark your calendars and plan to join us!
Every three years the Episcopal Church has a gathering
of teenagers known as the Episcopal Youth Event. On
Wednesday, July 9, sixteen youth and four adult leaders
from Southern Virginia gathered at St. Martin's,
Williamsburg to begin their journey to Villanova University
in Pennsylvania. For five days, we joined with over 800
youth and 300 adults which included bishops, clergy, and
adult leaders from dioceses across the Episcopal Church.
The triennial youth leadership event was made up of
creative worship, lively music, engaging plenaries,
thought-provoking workshops, a day of pilgrimage in
Philadelphia, and the opportunity to make new friends
across the global church. (Taiwan, South America and the
Caribbean.)

Task Force to Reimagine the
Episcopal Church to hold churchwide meeting at National
Cathedral
As directed in its enabling resolution C095 approved by
the 77th General Convention in 2012, the Task Force to
Reimagine the Episcopal Church (TREC) will convene a
church-wide meeting on October 2 at 7:30 pm. The
purpose of the meeting is "to receive responses to the
proposed recommendations to be brought forward to the
78th General Convention."

This year's theme was "Marked for Mission," and we
explored the five Anglican Marks of Mission. The
workshops covered a wide range of topics such as
teaching the Bible with Legos, Episcopal polity, gun
violence, human trafficking, and a Q&A with our Presiding
Bishop Katherine Jefferts Schori. We also heard many
powerful sermons, especially the closing message from
Bishop Michael Curry of North Carolina, titled "Go!" He
charged all the youth and adults present at EYE to go
back into the world and be the Christians that we are
called to be in Holy Baptism. This sermon was a "favorite
part" of many of the youth and adults from our diocese.
Our youth found the multi-lingual liturgy (English,
Spanish, Hawaiian)
to be an interesting
experience. They
also enjoyed
meeting other
Episcopal youth
especially from
Hawaii.

The meeting will be webcast live from Washington
National Cathedral. There is no fee to attend in-person or
to watch the live webcast. However, registration for inperson attendance is requested; go to
www.reimaginetec.org to register. Registration is not
required but is encouraged for viewing the webcast.
The planned format will be short concise presentations
followed by substantive question and comment periods.
Questions, concerns and comments will be taken from the
live audience in addition to email and twitter. Questions
can be emailed to reimaginetec@gmail.com or on Twitter
@ReimagineTEC.
TREC plans to draw from the comments, concerns and
questions raised during this event to influence and finetune proposals currently under consideration during its
final meeting immediately following the church-wide
gathering on October 3 and 4. TREC's final report to
General Convention is due by November 30 for the 78th
General Convention in Salt Lake City, Utah in July 2015.

What a fantastic youth event and powerful closing
message from our church! May we all be inspired by what
our youth experienced at EYE.

For more info, questions or comments, contact TREC
members at reimaginetec@gmail.com.

Visit the Diosova EYE 2014 Facebook page to see tons of
great photos.
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Churches take part in Hurricane
Sandy recovery

all affected Crisfield residents back into well built homes."
The Rev. David Teschner, rector of Christ and Grace,
notes that group members "all worked hard using our
various skill levels and had a great time doing it, and as in
every mission trip we have ever gone on, we felt we
received more than we gave."

By Juanita Teschner, Christ & Grace, Petersburg
Volunteers from Christ and Grace, Petersburg, and Good
Shepherd, McKenney recently packed up their tool belts
and power saws and traveled to Crisfield, Md., which was
badly damaged two years ago by Hurricane Sandy.

The Somerset County Long-Term Recovery Committee is
made up of more than 40 state, local and religious partner
organizations. The Episcopal Church has offered both
significant funds and volunteer labor, but many other
churches have also contributed to the effort, including
Christian Reformed, Baptist, Mennonite, Lutheran,
Roman Catholic, United Methodist, Seventh Day
Adventist and Orthodox.

They joined others in a long-term recovery effort to help
residents whose homes suffered when a five-foot tidal
surge inundated the low-lying areas of Crisfield and the
surrounding Somerset County.
Nearly 180 homes have been repaired so far in the
recovery effort, but more than 65 homes still need
attention. Hundreds of thousands of dollars have already
been spent with an estimate of more than $320,000
needed to complete the repairs and new construction.

"We left Crisfield with full hearts and strongly encourage
other faith groups to volunteer for this or similar relief
activities," Newman says.

The volunteers spent four days working on four houses in
various stages of construction. Buzzy Winn represented
Good Shepherd Church, and Leaders Ken Newman and
Debbie Newman along with Nick Mastrovito, Victoria
Mastrovito, David Teschner and Juanita Teschner came
from Christ and Grace.

Redeemer youth take part in
IMPACT Richmond
By Mar-Mary Lutge, Redeemer, Midlothian
23 youth and five
adults from
Redeemer,
Midlothian, took part
in a week long
mission trip, IMPACT
Richmond. IMPACT
Richmond is
celebrating their tenth
year of existence and
their mission is "To
help repair homes of those in need while helping
participates and homeowners strengthen their relationship
with Christ and one another." For Redeemer this is the
second year that we have attend IMPACT Richmond.
Church groups come from as far away as Tennessee to
give of their time. Youth from different churches are
grouped together and given a week long project to
accomplish. Fridays can be a long day for some groups
as there is a commitment to finish what we start.

The group also presented Joe Pinto, the local
representative of Episcopal Relief and Development, a
check for $1,000 from Christ and Grace to help secure
the services of a skilled grant writer to garner additional
funds from area corporations.
"The local relief organizers made it very easy for us to
pour our heart and soul into the rebuilding activities," says
Ken Newman, "and they're strongly committed to getting

Our volunteers worked on eight homes throughout the
week doing everything from building new decks to
replacing kitchen floors to painting, lots of scraping and
painting. In the evenings the staff plan fun activities for
the youth from Minute It To Win It games to going
swimming. There is a nightly worship time with a rock
band and everyone falls fast asleep at the end of the day.
Group from Christ and Grace and Good Shepherd at one of the
houses members worked on in Crisfield, Md. Back row, from
left: Juanita Teschner, Victoria Mastrovito, Nick Mastrovito,
David Teschner. Front row: Buzzy Winn, Mr. Landon (the home
owner), Ken Newman, Debbie Newman.

St. Mark's Church hosts the event where everyone sleeps
on the floors of the classrooms and volunteers come in to
make the meals. We are very grateful to St. Mark's. Plans
are being made for us to attend next year.
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Holy Apostles' program facilitates
Christian-Muslim dialogue

area. Although it was not always comfortable and our
beds deflated; and even though the food was not what I
wanted to eat, we all loved being there to help people in
need.

Members of Holy Apostles', Virginia Beach - an
ecumenical Episcopal and Roman Catholic community participated in a 10-week program designed to help
Muslims and Christians learn more about each others'
faith. The program - "St. Francis and the Sultan" - is a
segment of the Just Faith education program developed
by the Roman Catholic Church. The segment is designed
to facilitate Christian-Muslim dialogue. Holy Apostles'
member Teresa Stanley coordinated the effort with fellow
Human Rights Commissioner Raj Islam. About 16
Muslims and Christians took part in the program.
Christians attended Friday prayer service. Imam Rachid
Khould spoke at Holy Apostles'. The project was a
success - more worshipers and other churches inquired
about holding their own program. On June 7, Teresa
Stanley and Raj Islam were honored by the Virginia
Association of Human Rights as commissioners of the
year.

It was an incredible experience to spend time with my
group, to work with caring adults who helped us so much,
and to be able to offer help to people who cannot help
themselves. I can't wait to go back next summer!

Churches come together for VBS
By Jean Carnegie, St. Cyprian's, Hampton

EYC takes part in Appalachia
Service Project

St. Cyprian's, Hampton, in conjunction with St. Mark's
(Hampton) and St. George's (Newport News), hosted a
Vacation Bible School (VBS) from July 7-11. The theme
of VBS was "God and Me @ Sea." The program
consisted of five days of Scriptures based on God's
wonders in the sea, with accompanying activities. Over 30
children participated in the week long program. The 45+
volunteers prepared and served meals, read and told
stories during worship from each of the scriptural readings
each evening, and served as station facilitators of Arts
and Crafts, Snacks (hands-on with the children), Games,
Activities, Drama and Music. The week's VBS was
developed and managed by Minister Jodie Ansel James,
friend of the St. Cyprian's Episcopal Church family.

By Dayrin Cazun, EYC member, St. Thomas',
Chesapeake

St. Augustine's drive provides 2428
diapers to families in need

The EYC from St. Thomas', Chesapeake, went on a
mission trip to Wayne, West Virginia to work with the
Appalachia Service Project. We were assigned to
renovate two homes which were badly in need of repair.
Some of the jobs we did were to rebuild a kitchen island,
put in a new sub-floor and lay tile.

The St. Augustine's, Newport News, ECW is grateful to all
who supported its recent diaper campaign with Anthem
HealthKeepers. Your generosity enabled us to donate
2,428 diapers to low-income families with children, as well
as adults in need. The demand continues to be urgent in
our community. Food Stamps and WIC cannot be used to
purchase diapers, and childcare facilities require parents
to provide an adequate supply of disposable diapers. We
invite other parishes to host their own drive and we have
pledged support to our third annual drive for the months
of June and July of 2015.

Our group became close to the family, especially with the
children. Part of our service included interacting with the
family, so we did activities like take them lunch and invite
them to share a picnic on the lake. That picnic was the
best part of the whole week.
We stayed in a school and slept on air mattresses. We
had to take turns in the shower, which was in a different
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Feeding the hungry in Suffolk for
25 years

morning at Town Point Park," said the Rev. Julia
Messer. "The hospital has helped out our Emmanuel
kids, family, and friends for decades. This was our time to
give back."

Magdalena Barnes, a
member of St. Mark's,
Suffolk, and has been
leading the soup kitchen
efforts of St. Mark's, Glebe,
St. John's and St. Paul's for
25 years. On May 17, she
was honored for her years
of service to the soup
kitchen during an
appreciation luncheon at the
Salvation Army.

The team's theme was superheroes and their uniforms
were capes featuring the Episcopal shield and names of
children treated at CHKD. According to the Facebook
event page, "We are raising money in honor of all the
children in our lives who have been treated through
CHKD. Our children are our superheroes! We are truly
blessed to have the resources of so many pediatric
specialists who have touched the lives of many in our
congregation. We do this in honor of the children, who
have endured so much and come out stronger."
Runners and walkers took part in either an 8K run, 2 mile
walk or 1 mile run. The congregation was invited to
submit first names of children treated at CHKD and team
members displayed the names on the superhero capes
they wore for the event. The fundraising goal was a
minimum of $150, but the team ran by that goal to raise a
total of $655!

A visit to the Salvation Army soup kitchen was the
beginning of Barnes' long-running ministry. "I came down
here, and I saw people eating," Barnes said. When she
was asked if St. Mark's could contribute to the effort, she
replied that while the church couldn't afford to participate
every Saturday, it could do so on a less-frequent basis.
That's when the collaboration began - the other Episcopal
churches in Suffolk all got involved as time went on and
need increased.

Ready for the ball game and other
summer fun at Boys’ Home
By Carlyle Gravely, St. George's, Newport News

Twenty-one Suffolk churches participate in the soup
kitchen, rotating duties every two months. The churches
supply volunteers and food, while the Salvation Army
supplies the dining area and kitchen in Bank Street, along
with disposable cups, plates and utensils. It's held every
Thursday and Saturday from noon to 1 p.m. In May, 583
people were served 687 meals.
Barnes also chairs St. Mark's outreach committee, which
does much more in the community besides supporting the
soup kitchen. Though she uses a walker to get around
now, asked how long she intends to continue coordinating
the soup kitchen efforts, Barnes said, "As long as I can. I
enjoy it. The Lord is taking care of me."

L to R: Tracy H., Logan F. (with bats), Austin G., Jabaurie C.
(with Frisbee), Justin U., Keondre C., Clifton W., Jim B., Travis
E., Jim T., Antonio S. and Malijah T.

Emmanuel “superheroes” walk to
benefit CHKD

On June 27, Jim Bradberry and Jim Thurmond from St.
George's, Newport News, traveled to Boys' Home,
Covington, to deliver a collection of various sports and
game items that were collected by the church. The St.
George's folks were responding to a call for help in the
summer newsletter from Boy's Home, which is partially
supported by the Diocese of Southern Virginia and the
Diocese of Southwestern Virginia (which was still part of
our diocese when the home was established in 1906). A
group of 10 of the boys on the campus this summer
helped unload the equipment and then joined the St.
George's visitors for a campus tour and lunch.

Emmanuel, Virginia
Beach, gathered a
team of 15 to take
part in the June 14
Run/Walk for the
Kids to benefit
Children's Hospital
of the Kings
Daughters (CHKD)
in Norfolk. "Team
Emmanuel met in
the wee hours of the
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Christmas is Every Day at Grace
Church

The church is interlaced in the story of Colonial Virginia
and the City of Virginia Beach, tracing its founding to
Adam Thoroughgood and the Anglican services he held
on his land grant plantation. While the church is believed
to date back to the 1660s, it is first mentioned in public
records in 1689. The first Chapel was built as a "Chapell
of Ease", on the eastern shore of the Lynnhaven River, to
more easily allow rural colonial parishioners to reach the
chapel by water to attend services.
Three colonial structures and a fourth 20th century chapel
built in the 1950s have served the churches growing
congregations continuously with worship services for over
three centuries. The design of the first chapel is lost in
history; the second chapel (circa 1730-1754) and the third
chapel (circa 1754-1952) were built on what was then the
Salisbury Plains plantation of Joel Cornick and is now
N.A.S. Oceana. In the 1950s with the expansion of the
runways at Oceana, the 200- year old third chapel was
dismantled and in 1954 a new chapel incorporating
elements from the earlier chapels was built at its present
Laskin Road location. The current location is less than a
mile from the original 17th century Chapel of Ease.

At Grace Church, Yorktown, "Christmas is Every Day" is a
project to support troops overseas in the Gulf region. The
third Wednesday of each month, volunteers prepare care
packages for service members. Pictured is T. Mace
Langston, Task Force 2010, Kandahar Detachment Chief,
U.S. Forces - Afghanistan, presenting the flag that was
flown over their base on Veterans Day 2013 to Kathy
Michaels (left), chairperson for the Christmas is Every
Day program, and the Rev. Connie Jones, Assistant
Rector.

Bruton Builders helping Latisha’s
House

Eastern Shore Chapel celebrates
1689 founding

By Isabel Burch, Bruton Parish, Williamsburg
In April, Latisha's House
Foundation sponsored an
informational forum at Bruton
Parish, Williamsburg, focusing on
vulnerable girls and young women
who, through circumstances such
as abuse and homelessness, have
been drawn into the growing
business of sex trafficking. Three
speakers representing law
enforcement and others who work
with this population discussed the
problem with those attending the
forum and spoke about exploring solutions.

By Donna Hudgins, Eastern Shore Chapel, Virginia
Beach
On September 12, Eastern Shore Chapel, Virginia Beach
opened its 325th anniversary celebration weekend with
Under Five Prayer Books and Four Flags. The original
music/dramatic readings performance recognized the
centuries and forces of history through which the church
survived from Colonial times to the present: Revolution,
Wars, Civil Rights, Women's Ordination, and Societal
Shifts. The program featured well-known historic readings
and music performed by choir, clergy, parishioners and
guests. On September 13, the church rejoiced with
families on the church lawn at an event featuring live
music, BBQ, oysters from the Lynnhaven River, local
rockfish, and games for the entire family. On Sunday,
September 14, the church concluded its celebration with a
worship service of thanksgiving and prayers highlighting
historic prayer books and American sacred music.

Latisha's House Foundation, Inc. has acquired a large
ranch house in James City County, Virginia. Along with
our Bruton Builders, contractors, electricians, and other
volunteers, they are turning this nine bedroom home into
a place where girls can find refuge and the tools to
become successful adults. The central living areas of the
home have warm pale yellow walls and crisp white trim.
The proposed furniture is leather and easy to clean. The
bedrooms are restful with pale blue or green walls and
white trim. The girls will have a computer lab room to
complete school work or GED classes, and they will have
the opportunity to get involved in the community through
youth group, church, social outings, and community
service. The house is scheduled to open in late August.
Visit latishashouse.com to learn more.

"We have this singular opportunity to celebrate the
vibrancy, dedication and community outreach ministries of
generations of parishioners who kept this church alive
through revolutions, separation from the Church of
England, wars, social justice changes, and the destruction
and moving of worship spaces," said the Rev. Tom
Deppe, rector. "Through it all, they continued to worship
and serve our community."
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Hometown mission for St.
Andrew’s team

skirting, siding, and other much needed projects. This is
the fourth year with ASP and seventh year doing youth
mission trips. Other places where they have traveled and
worked are New York City, West Virginia, and Pittsburgh.
This collaboration between Ascension and Epiphany has
been ongoing for the last several years and is a wonderful
way for the youth of both churches to work together.

By Bob Lord, St. Andrew's, Newport News

Good Samaritan welcomes over
2500 neighbors to Community Day

This is the Seventh year St. Andrew's, Newport News,
has sponsored a Hometown Mission project separate
from our out of town projects. Over the years these
projects have included helping St. Paul's, Newport News,
refurbish their parish hall; assisting the Judeo-Christian
Outreach Center in Virginia Beach provide for the area
needy, helping the LINK facilities in Newport News to
refurbish their Newport News facilities; and participating in
LINK's Veterans Project, in which we dressed up two
veteran's yards with plantings and mulching.

Good Samaritan, Virginia Beach, hosted their annual Fall
Community Day over the Labor Day weekend. Good
Samaritan hosts the event along with the other members
of Western Bayside Churches (Enoch Baptist Church and
Heritage United Methodist Church). Over 2500 people
from the neighborhood attended the event. The police
played basketball with the kids and interacted with the
children. The city sent a fire truck for the afternoon. The
Lions' vision and hearing van was there, as well as
multiple city services for the community. Virginia
Wesleyan College had a tent with children's activities and
Virginia Beach Parks & Rec provided bouncy houses. The
three churches donated funds for over 530 backpacks
stuffed with school supplies that were given out to the
neighborhood children and Enoch Baptist Church
provided food for the day. What a fantastic experience of
faith communities and the city coming together to benefit
the residents of a neighborhood in need!

As a change from prior years, this year's Hometown
Mission concentrated on in-reach - helping our own
parishioners. On Saturday, June 7, nine adults and youth
gathered to help at the homes of Jamie Bacon and Cathy
and Craig Frey who live in the Hilton Area of Newport
News. It was a gorgeous Saturday morning. We worked
for about three hours pruning, planting, weeding, cutting
back, and cleaning up their yards. This was a wonderful
day of fellowship and service for our parishioners.

Ascension and Epiphany team up
for Appalachia Service Project
On July 20, 22 youth and adults from Ascension and
Epiphany churches, Norfolk, traveled to Avery County,
North Carolina, on a mission trip sponsored by the
Appalachian Service Project. For a week, they rehabbed
a trailer installing insulation, drywall, floor joists, metal

Prayer workshop: Opening the
Unusual Door
You're invited to a workshop led by The Rev. Martin
Smith, internationally acclaimed spiritual guide and writer,
at St. Martin's, Williamsburg, on Saturday, Nov. 8., from 2
to 4:30 p.m. The workshop is called "Opening the
Unusual Door." Smith will lead us in teaching,
experimentation and discussion about finding God's
hidden presence in the less familiar places of our
experience. A free event, but registration is required,
www.stmartinswmbg.org or 757-229-1111.
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News from Chanco on the James
Family Camp at Chanco a
tremendous success!

provided ample nourishment and an atmosphere great for
sharing conversation. As the session went on, it was fun
to see the “kids table” develop. Several of the young
campers made friends with each other and chose to sit
together at meals.

By Gareth Kalfas, Executive Director, Chanco on the
James

As the families bonded with one another, they also shared
in participation of activities. Our open schedule allowed
campers to select which activities they would most like to
do. One parent might bring a child and his new friend to
the archery range while the other parent took a second
child to the pool. Zip lines,
boating, and high ropes
provided other opportunities
for bonding. A few of the
children shared that they
hoped to attend one of our
traditional sessions together
next summer.

Last month we
enjoyed a very
special
weekend,
introducing our
new Family
Camp program.
My first summer
camp
experience was
a weekend of “Dad and Lad” camp as a Cub Scout. My
dad took me to a Cub Scout Dad and Lad event where we
spent a weekend together under canvas, eating in the
dining hall, and rowing around on Chautauqua Lake. Not
only did I have a wonderful experience that first summer,
but the bond with my father grew stronger. Since then, I
have seen families come together at family camps at
other facilities. I knew that this was something from which
families in the Diocese of Southern Virginia would also
benefit.

Of course, it wouldn’t have
been Camp Chanco without
some time sharing in worship
together. We enjoyed a variety
of prayers, from those straight
out of the Book of Common
Prayer to the “Jaws grace.”
We also celebrated the
Eucharist together officiated
by camp alumni and frequent camp chaplain the Rev.
Eileen Walsh. In typical Chanco fashion, our Lord’s
Prayer was capped off with an enthusiastic “Amen!”
Traditional camp songs and lovely guitar music added to
the experience. We finished the night off with one final
song – the Chanco song.

Throughout the Family Camp weekend at Chanco, we
enjoyed beautiful weather. We started out playing games
as a group and getting to know each other on a sunny
morning at the bluff. The warm days made swimming at
the pool a popular activity. Evenings were highlighted by
campfires complete with s’mores and glow sticks.
S’mores were not the only delicacy provided. Those of
you who attend Chanco regularly should not be surprised
to hear that food was another high point of the weekend.
One guest told me that the quality of the food was the
biggest surprise. She came expecting “typical camp food”
and planning to lose a few pounds. Homemade French
toast, Joe’s famous pulled pork, and other great dishes

For grandparents and parents alike, Family Camp turned
out to be a terrific family vacation where they could spend
quality time with the children they love enjoying God’s
great outdoors together. One parent shared with me, “I
wanted to let you know that we had an absolutely
fantastic time this weekend! I hope you continue to offer
family camp next year because we plan to definitely come
back (and bring friends).” For camp alumni reuniting, it
was a weekend of reconnecting with old friends and
making new ones. The Rev. Eileen Walsh describes it
saying, “There is nothing quite as wonderful as sitting
around a fire with life-long friends in the place where we
met.” We hope that next year you and your family will join
us for this special Chanco event.
Questions about Family Camp? Visit our website at
www.chanco.org or contact Executive Director Gareth
Kalfas at director@chanco.org or at 888-7CHANCO (888724-2626).
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A gift to Chanco transforms lives
By Talley Banazek, Chanco Marketing & Development
Coordinator, Chanco on the Jemes
Why donate to Chanco on the James? There are so
many amazing causes that are in need of financial
support. Why give to Chanco? How does a financial gift
to Chanco make a difference? Because Chanco
transforms lives. And because we simply cannot do the
ministry of Chanco without your help.
Chanco strives to be a place where everyone can attend
a retreat or a camp session regardless of financial
circumstances. In these tough economic times, families
have to make many choices on how they spend their
money. Chanco does not want one youth or adult to miss
a transformative experience at Chanco because of cost.
However, Chanco also strives to be a stellar camp and
conference center with programs and facilities that
continue to improve and that enhance each guest’s
experience with us. With buildings that are over 25 years
old, this means new roofing is currently needed at
Chanco on the dining hall, Flournoy and Taylor. Other
major purchases such as a large capacity commercial
washer and drier, a new convection oven and stand mixer
in the kitchen, new carpeting and interior upgrades for the
conference room cottages, repairs to the James River
beachfront access road, and a new/(used, in good
condition) motorboat for waterfront safety during all
boating activities are just a few examples of the needs at
Chanco that the current camp and conference guest fees
do not cover.

presence in new and unique ways. You are helping us
meet our goal of “no child left inside” and of every single
person who wishes to experience Chanco’s magic being
able to do so. You are transforming lives. The Chanco
budget counts on your contributions and the 2014 goal is
$80,000. This amount helps us meet our current
operating costs. To truly make a difference with major
capital improvement property needs, we need to blow
past this goal! Please help us achieve this! You can
make the
difference! A
2013 camper,
Ava, may have
put it best when
she wrote the
following on the
concrete with
sidewalk chalk
during Carnival
Night at Camp
Chanco Session
One, “Be like Jesus! Be who you are. Do not be afraid.
Be like a balloon and fill yourself with faith. Float to the
sky. Live life equally. If someone is different, include
them. You are you and you are great like Jesus. Make
people happy and you will be happy. Live in your own
glory!” Amen, Ava! Thanks be to God! Thank you to all
our Chanco friends for making your financial donation to
Chanco today making a statement that says you want
more and more young people to have the opportunity to
“feel great like Jesus” and “live in their own glory.”

When you give a gift to Chanco, you are helping Chanco
improve its properties and programs without the need to
drastically increase cost to our guests. You are helping
us continue our mission to make Chanco available to
everyone. Not just wealthy families who have excess
spendable income, but everyone. You are helping more
and more young people and adults experience God’s

Don’t wait! Make a difference today by donating to
Chanco’s Annual Fund. You may mail a check to Chanco
on the James with “Annual Fund’ in the memo line and
mail to Chanco at 394 Floods Drive, Surry, VA 23881 or
make an easy on line donation by visiting our website at
www.chanco.org.
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Calendar of Events
Visit the “Workshops, Training &
Events” and “Youth” pages of our
website for even more upcoming
events, www.diosova.org.
______________________
Go. Baptize. Make Disciples: An
invitation to Baptismal living —
September 25-27, St. John's,
Portsmouth. Offered by the North
American Association for the
Catechumenate (NAAC). The NAAC
is an ecumenical organization that
seeks to promote and nurture the
catechumenal process in order that
the whole faith community might fulfill
Christ's commission to make
disciples, baptizing and teaching all
people. www.catechumenate.org for
more information.
October Weekend—October 11-12,
Chanco on the James. For grades 812 and their adult advisors.

November Weekend—November 14
-16, Chanco on the James.
123rd Annual Council of the
Diocese of Southern Virginia—
February 6-7, 2015, Williamsburg
Lodge Convention Center,
Williamsburg, VA.
Happening #63—March 6-8, 2015,
Chanco on the James.
Cursillo Men's Weekend—April 912, 2015, Chanco on the James. For
more information and application go
to www.cursillodsv.org.
Cursillo Women's Weekend—April
23-26, 2015, Chanco on the James.
For more information and application
go to www.cursillodsv.org.
May Weekend—May 15-17, 2015,
Chanco on the James.

Bishop's Days 2014—Bishop's
Days, normally held in October, will
not take place this year as Bishop
Hollerith is on sabbatical. Bishop’s
Days will resume in 2015.
National Acolyte Festival—October
11, National Cathedral, Washington
DC. Acolytes from across the United
States fill the Cathedral’s nave for a
morning service of rededication and
Holy Eucharist. Participants attend
workshops in the afternoon.
www.nationalcathedral.org
Cursillo Co-ed Weekend—October
16-19, Chanco on the James. For
more information and application go
to www.cursillodsv.org.
Fall Camp at Shrine Mont—October
27-30, Shrine Mont, Orkney Springs,
VA. Hosted by the Tri-Diocesan
Council on Aging. Go to
www.diosova.org for more
information.
Happening #62—November 7-9,
Chanco on the James.
Fall Clergy Conference—November
10-12, Chanco on the James.
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78th General Convention of the
Episcopal Church—June 25-July 3,
2015, Salt Palace Convention Center,
Salt Lake City, UT. Go to
www.generalconvention.org for
information.

Safe Church
Classroom Training
Go to diosova.org/safe_church for
more information.
September 13 - St. Michael's, Bon Air
November 8 - Holy Trinity, Onancock
December 6 - St. Paul & St. Andrew,
Kenbridge

