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Bishop Hollerith’s report on the 78th General Convention
Now that the deputies and I have returned (and
recovered) from the 78th General Convention of the
Episcopal Church in Salt Lake City, some reflection
seems appropriate. Given the “light-speed” nature of
modern communications much of the details of
Convention are already known by Episcopalians in
Southern Virginia. But, should anyone desire more
specific information, please visit both our diocesan
website (www.diosova.org) and the General Convention
website (www.generalconvention.org).

General Convention Deputation from Southern Virginia, L to R
front row: Ms. Lily Burroughs; the Rev. Samantha VincentAlexander; Ms. Alice Webley; the Rev. Mark Wilkinson. L to R
back row: the Rev. Keith Emerson; the Rev. Charles Robinson;
the Rev. Dale Custer; Mr. Tony Robinson; Bishop Jay Magness;
Bishop Hollerith; Ms. Toni Hogg; Ms. Cindy Barns; Mr. Sam
Webster.

First, a few words about the context of General
Convention: In many ways the setting presented more
challenges for the Southern Virginia contingent than in
years past. While the actual event took place in the
massive Salt Palace Conference Center in downtown Salt
Lake City, all the Southern Virginia folks were housed in a
hotel three-quarters of a mile away from the Center. This
necessitated quite a bit of walking - which was on some
days a real challenge given the mile-high altitude of the
city and sometimes 100 degree-plus temperatures. In
addition, the sheer size of convention center was such
that, even once inside the building, the walk to the
various meeting spaces could be an additional half-mile
or better! Needless to say, your deputies and bishop
received plenty of daily exercise.
It’s hard to imagine the intensity of the work of General
Convention unless one experiences it first hand. Work
sessions typically began at 7:30 a.m. and often continued
past the dinner hour and well into the evening. Breaks for
meals were often short lived or even non-existent for
some of us - depending on our specific committee
assignments. Keeping up such a rigorous pace for 11
days meant that all of us returned home unanimously
exhausted. Yet, despite the schedule challenges and
distances, we remained fully engaged in our work while at
Convention.
Continued on page 11

Dos Santos serving the Eastern Shore’s farm worker communities
Dos Santos is an outreach ministry of St. George's
Episcopal Parish on the Eastern Shore: St. James,
Accomac, and St. George's, Pungoteague. Dos Santos is
the Spanish term for 'two saints'. It serves the immigrant
and farm worker communities in Accomack and
Northampton counties.
Dos Santos runs a monthly food pantry program that
serves the Latino/Hispanic immigrant and migrant farm
worker population on the Eastern Shore of Virginia. The
pantry distributes on the first Sunday of the month. Clients
receive food that is close to their staple diet—corn flour,
beans, rice, vegetables, poultry and much more.

Nearly 100 guests from the Eastern Shore's Latino
community packed St. George's, Pungoteague on a
Saturday night this summer for a Kids' Ice Cream Social &
Movie Night. Each student went home with books, book
bags, school supplies and other prizes.
Learn more about Dos Santos and how you can help at
www.dossantosfoodpantry.org.

Dos Santos has partnered with the Una Familia after
school program to offer weekly tutoring for children from
Grades K-5 at the St. James’ parish house in Accomac.
Adult volunteers from St. James and St. George’s, along
with friends of the parish, offer snacks, homework help and
academic mentorship to students from Accawmacke
Elementary School.
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Clergy transitions

Mark your calendar for 2015-2016
diocesan youth events

The Rev. Tyler Montgomery began as Associate Rector
and Canterbury Chaplain at Bruton Parish, Williamsburg,
6/8/2015

Dates for 2015-2016 diocesan youth events are here!
Look for more information and online registration at
www.diosova.org.
 October Weekend for grades 8-12 - October 2-4,
2015
 Pre-Happening Staff Weekend - October 24-25, 2015
 Happening for grades 10-12 - November 6-8, 2015
 November Weekend for grades 6-9 - November 1315
 Youth Delegation to Diocesan Council - February 4-6,
2016
 Pre-Happening Staff Weekend - February 27-28,
2016
 Happening for grades 10-12 - March 11-13, 2016
 May Weekend - May 20-22, 2016

The Rev. Cherian Pulimootil retired from Good Shepherd,
McKenney, 6/28/2015
The Rev. Ashley Urquidi began as Assistant Rector at Old
Donation, Virginia Beach, 7/1/2015
The Rev. Margery Howell resigned from St. Christopher's,
Portsmouth, 6/28/2015
The Rev. Bob Gay retired from Bruton Parish,
Williamsburg, 7/19/2015
The Rev. Earnest Graham left Hickory Neck, Toano, to
accept a call to Diocese of North Carolina, 8/31/2015
The Rev. Shirley Smith Graham left St. Martin's,
Williamsburg, to accept a call in Diocese of Virginia,
8/30/15
The Rev. Michael Stone will retire from Manakin,
Midlothian, 11/1/2015

Helping their local school get ready for students’
return — Volunteers from Emmanuel, Hampton, visited Armstrong School for the Arts to help spruce up the
building and grounds to get ready for students return to
school.

Celebrating a new joint ministry — Kenneth Pugh,
Senior Warden of St. James, Portsmouth presents a
framed prayer for the joint ministry of St. James and St.
Mark's, Suffolk, to Tia Moring, Senior Warden of St.
Mark's. The Rev. Frederick Walker, Rector of the two
churches is center. The vestries of the two churches held
a joint meeting on July 5.

The Diocesan Connection
Published four times a year by
Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia
11827 Canon Blvd., Suite 101
Newport News, VA 23606-3071
www.diosova.org

Get more news from
Southern Virginia!

Send your news and photographs to Ann Turner,
Communications Officer, aturner@diosova.org
Deadline for the next issue: December 1, 2015

Sign up for our weekly eNews at
www.diosova.org.
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Diocesan Seeds of Hope Grants help congregations
develop and expand social justice ministries
Hickory Neck uses funds to assist elementary school
reading program

learn skills to help keep them connected in our digital
world. "The seniors were very excited about the increased
computer skills they were able to acquire," reported Iris
Jones, senior warden of St. Thomas'. "The fellowship was
great. The instructors were very helpful and patient." In
addition to computer classes, participants enjoyed
sewing, arts and crafts, and movie nights. "They were
able to enjoy sharing meals," said Jones, "including
Thanksgiving dinner, meals they did not have to endure
alone."

Using funds from a
Seeds of Hope
Grant from the
Diocese of
Southern Virginia,
Hickory Neck,
Toano, enabled
Stonehouse
Elementary School
in Williamsburg
continue the Power
Boost reading
component of the Sea Star Power Pack Program.

Through the Youth Empowerment Project, youth engaged
in motivational activities which resulted in an increased
number of Honor Roll students and SOL passes.
Students were awarded for their success with an Honors
Day picnic, certificates and ribbons, and McDonald's gift
cards. The students participated in a Martin Luther King
Day march and sang in the courthouse square. "This was
a great self-esteem builder," said Jones. "They asked to
travel to Washington DC next year, to the Martin Luther
King Memorial, the Capitol, and White House."

The Sea Star Power Pack program provides food items to
help families with meals over the weekends when children
were not receiving their meals at school. Recipients of the
packs were very grateful and counted on them. "That the
backpacks came weekly was great. My family and I really
appreciate this program," said one recipient. "We looked
forward to it and counted on all the items," said another.

Mission of the Holy Spirit provides tutoring and life
skills programs

The Power Boost was added to packs beginning in 2013
thanks to Hickory Neck Church. This consists of a reading
level appropriate book for each student in the family. A
reading specialist chose books for each child based on
their reading level and interests. By the end of the school
year, each child received 20-25 books that they were able
to keep.

Seeds of Hope Grant provided funding to Mission of the
Holy Spirit for the Building Dreams tutoring program and
Skills for Life program.
The Mission continued its partnership with Old Dominion
University nursing students, as well as volunteers from
several churches in the Diocese, to provide a successful
tutoring program for youth in the Building Dreams
program. Grades for all students improved, each child
was promoted to the next grade level, and one graduated
from high school. The Mission is also celebrating our first
Mission member college graduate, a young woman who
graduated from Old Dominion University this year. While
in high school, she was an active participant of our
tutoring program.

As many students would not have access to materials
over the summer, the final pack of the year provided
students with opportunities to continue to read and learn
over the summer and maintain progress they had made
over the school year.
St. Thomas’, Freeman, reaches out to youth and
seniors

The Skills for Life program
was also very successful,
with an average of 20
teens and young adults
participating. Topics
varied, depending upon
the needs of the
participants, but job
seeking skills were a high
priority, with 60 percent of
participants finding or
keeping employment. Other topics included domestic
abuse prevention, anger management, budgeting, and
finding time for God in daily life.

Seeds of Hope Grants help St. Thomas', Freeman
provide much needed programs for youth and senior
citizens in their community.
Through the Senior
Pals Project, St.
Thomas' offers a
variety of programs
and activities for
senior citizens. The
project enabled
participants to take
computer classes and
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Jonathan Daniels Pilgrimage “Keep going!”

others who gave their all, taking action for the sake of
justice.
On a hot, humid, Alabama day hundreds walked from
Courthouse Square, in Hayneville, to the jail where
Jonathan Daniels spent six days. We moved onward to
the site of Varner’s Cash Store (the site of his killing)
where a commemorative plaque was unveiled, and
blessed by Bishop Curry. Pilgrims were then given the
opportunity to kneel, pray, and reflect. The procession
then went to the Jonathan Daniels Memorial Monument
and on to the Lowndes County Courthouse where the
Eucharist continued.

By Lynne Hudson, St. George’s, Newport News
I was as active in the early 60’s as any youngster could
be in the Civil Rights Movement. We sang We Shall
Overcome and Lift Every Voice and Sing at recess in our
small Episcopal school. We wrote letters as we witnessed
the injustices in our city and on television. We marched
with Dr. King on two occasions. We were active! BUT…I
got chills when I stepped in to history at the 50th
Anniversary Pilgrimage honoring Jonathan Myrick
Daniels, a 26 year old Episcopal seminarian martyred
saving the life of an African-American girl while answering
the call, by Martin Luther King, Jr., for clergy to assist in
the movement, and eleven others.

The homily was given by Bishop Curry. The bishop
reminded us that Jonathan, and all those who gave their
lives during this time were acting because of a call from
God. Christians have been called to act on behalf of
others for over two thousand years. ‘And we should “Keep
going.”

After a l-o-n-g drive we, Gerry Belden, Diane Kapustka
and I arrived at the home of our St. George’s friend
Camille Bowman. Camille welcomed us with dinner and
our conversation began. We shared questions and
expectations pertaining to this journey. ‘And the next
morning we were off.

Our final day was spent with the congregation of St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, Selma. As a bonus we were
witnesses to the baptism of two babies and, of course, the
renewal of our own Baptismal Covenant. Once again,
Bishop Curry gave the sermon. Bishop Curry brought to
mind that we are not baptized into the Episcopal Church
but into the “Jesus Movement!” We are called to act as
members of the “Jesus Movement” in all we do as called
by God. He reminded us that God called Adam to do, but
we didn’t get there. He called Moses to do, but we didn’t
get there. ‘And so on, and so on. God called Jonathan
Daniels to do, and we didn’t get there. He is calling us!
Let’s show that we are indeed members of the “Jesus
Movement.”

We began our day experiencing many of the sights and
sounds of history by visiting the Birmingham Civil Rights
Institute. Walking the Civil Rights Trail in Historic
Ingraham Park put us in the thick of things 50ish years
ago. ‘On to Montgomery and St. John’s Episcopal
Church. A presentation was given by Atty. Morris Dees
honoring Jonathan Daniels, but more so, telling of his
legal battles resulting in justice representing all people,
reminding us of the necessity for all of us to stand for
justice.
The pilgrimage brought Episcopalians from far and wide.
Dioceses came by busloads. So did communities from
Virginia Military Institute, Episcopal Divinity School
(formerly Episcopal Theological School), and the EYC
from Daniels’ home parish, St. James, in Keene, New
Hampshire. Our Presiding Bishop-Elect, The Rt. Rev.
Michael Curry, along with many of our bishops, clergy
from a number of other denominations, county and state
leaders, and Hayneville residents gathered for this event.
‘Truly a time of “coming together” to honor a man, and

Remembering lives affected by cancer — A special
luminary ceremony was held at St. Cyprian's, Hampton,
on July 25 in recognition of loved ones (both living and
deceased) who have been affected by cancer. The ceremony marked the end of a fund-raising drive on behalf of
the American Cancer Society. During the ceremony a
candle was lit in recognition of each person being remembered. (Photo courtesy of Sam Ewell)
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115 volunteers and 40,000 pounds
of clothing go to Remote Area
Medical Clinic

servants, and we pray that you receive them into your
kingdom. Be with those who mourn their loss this day, be
with their families, their friends, the community of
Charleston and for all of those throughout the country and
throughout the world who mourn their loss, their death.
And, Lord, be with the family of the one [who] perpetrated
this terrible crime and for the one who committed the
crime," prayed The Very Rev. Dr. Nancy Meck, rector of
Johns Memorial. "Lord, open their hearts. May they feel
your love this day and may all of us be ever mindful of the
needs, the mental health needs of others, to be aware of
the racism that still exists in this world and the gun
violence that plagues our streets and our homes. Lord,
open our hearts to be wise, to be intentional and to never
forget the lives that have been lost, that we may go
forward in Your name seeking peace and justice and
showing mercy to all of Your children throughout the
world."

By Teddy Cogbill, Redeemer, Midlothian
Southwest Virginia is
known as having the
most economically
distressed population
in Virginia. "Poverty"
is defined as
individuals who make
less than $11,945 a
year and families of
four making less than
$23,283 a year. In the
areas served by the
Remote Area Medical
Clinic, poverty rates
soar to over 20%
(Buchanan 23 percent; Dickenson, 21.3 percent; and
Wise, 25.6 percent). With the mission to prevent pain and
alleviate suffering by providing free quality healthcare
(medical, dental and vision) to those in need, Remote
Area Medical (RAM) Clinic was held July 17-19 in Wise
Virginia. RAM provides all services and support at no
charge to the patients. Hundreds of people stand in line in
the predawn hours waiting to attend free medical, vision
and dental clinics in mountainous Wise County. At this
year’s clinic, 2100 individual patients were treated.

A group of mostly parishioners - black, white, young,
young at heart - took turns at the physically demanding
job of ringing the bell in the small room in the corner of
the church.

Christ and Grace, Petersburg, gives
over 600 books to elementary
students

Five years ago, four members of Redeemer, Midlothian
began helping at the RAM Wise three day medical, dental
and vision clinics. This year 115 medical and non-medical
volunteers from Redeemer, Midlothian, St. Matthias’,
Midlothian, St. Matthew’s, Chesterfield, and St. John’s,
Chester, traveled to Southwest Virginia under for the
three day event. Volunteers operated the Clothing Tent at
the clinic and conducted a clothing drive in June in
preparation. Over 40,000 pounds of clothing were
distributed, including 2000 pounds of socks and
underwear; 500 pairs of shoes; 200 pounds of hats,
scarves and blankets.
Christ and Grace, Petersburg, distributed books to all the
students at Walnut Hill Elementary School June 9-10.
Principal Belinda Urquhart told the students that Christ
and Grace Church has had a long partnership with the
school. Over the years, parishioners have tutored and
read to students, and the church has provided occasional
funds to the school.

Johns Memorial tolls bells for
Charleston
Following the shooting in Charleston, Bishops United
Against Gun Violence asked churches across the country
to ring their bells for 10 minutes on Friday, June 19 - one
minute for each victim, and one for the soul of the man
charged with the crime.

"We bought a book for each of you to take home," Christ
and Grace Rector David Teschner told the children. "We
want to encourage you to continue reading throughout the
summer."

Johns Memorial, Farmville, opened its heart and door.

The books were purchased with funds from the church's
outreach ministry.

"Precious God, we give thanks for the life of your precious
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Why we donated over 2,000
pounds of food

brothers, it wouldn't last a day. We were broken by the
reality of what abundance we have, and how we can
make a big difference. My coworkers came through and
we had more food donations than the pantry could fit!

by Maureen Hains, St. Matthias', Midlothian

Professional Risk Associates is a 100% employee-owned
independent healthcare liability insurance agency with
just 25 employees. Working with healthcare
professionals, we strive to make a difference in this
industry in a variety of ways professionally, but a big part
of healthcare is nutrition. This is where our desire to be
involved in hosting a food drive comes from - we can help
provide healthy meals.

The Eucharist is brought forward, blessed, broken, and
shared. Every week, we are brought, we are blessed, we
are broken, and we are shared. I learned this five years
ago in Lay Eucharistic Ministry training, and it stuck with
me. This rhythm of being brought, blessed, broken and
shared became my personal why I do what I do. The
"what" and the "how" vary drastically day to day, hour by
hour, but I aim to keep the intent the same. Some days I
feel more broken, some days I feel more blessed, but for
the most part I know my first call is to show up.

One employee explained why this year was more
meaningful to her, "This year it was exciting to work with
the church because it was great to see the impact of our
drive happening locally, in our own backyard. It
humanized the endeavor as opposed to an abstract idea
of addressing hunger in the general region. I realized 'Oh!
There are people here who have food insecurity and need
help right here!' The food pantry is impacting the school
where my grandchildren attend. It brought it home, and I
had no idea this was in our own backyard."
St. Matthias' Food Pantry sends food every month to
three schools in our community, providing much needed
nutrition, and helping students learn better. Families in
need are referred to the Food Pantry by Central VA Food
Bank and CCHASM." In June, we provided over 4600
meals to those who needed help," said pantry volunteer
Linda Hudgens. "The Food Drive from Professional Risk
helped us tremendously to continue our mission."

So when I was sitting in a new church, listening to an
announcement that the people of St. Matthias' Episcopal
Church in Midlothian helped feed over 42,000 meals in
2014, I knew right away my personal "why" and my
workplace's "why" would cross paths, I just wasn't sure
exactly how.

Emmanuel, Jenkins Bridge,
supports Habitat for Humanity
with a hearty lunch for workers

Since 2008, the year I began working at Professional Risk
Associates, we have hosted a food drive. Our first food
drive took place in November, and our staff of 25 people
collected 440 pounds of food for the Central Virginia Food
Bank. This was when we learned of the increased need
for meals in the summer time due to children not receiving
meals at school, increased pressure at home for more
snacks and meals. The economy was in a much different
place than it is today, and we knew people were having a
hard time. The food bank asked us to consider running a
drive right around the time schools let out, and we said
yes. So in 2009, we began hosting the drive every June.

By Evelyn Lawrence, Emmanuel, Jenkins Bridge
Hungry workers enjoyed lunch last week which was
provided by the women of Emmanuel, Jenkins Bridge,
while they were working on a Habitat for Humanity Home
near Parksley. Sixteen students from Notre Dame School
for Girls and Calvert Hall School for Boys, both from the
Baltimore area, joined their supervisors to take a break
from construction duties. The group spent time working at
two Habitat sites - one in Parksley and the other in
Mappsville - while on the shore.

We went from 440 pounds donated in 2008 to 2,276
pounds in 2014. But this year, when I began to bag
groceries during the Monday evening pantry hours, and
give food to real people, I was able to communicate to my
coworkers that we need more than just cans of beans and
veggies, we need baby food, cereal, bread, hot dogs,
tuna, meat, mayo, pasta, pasta sauce, fruit, and snacks.
We needed to give a variety of food donations. I took a
photograph of the food the pantry provided its guests and
sent it to my co-workers. I asked how long that would last
in their home. In my home growing up with five older

Susan Jones, Habitat Coordinator with the churches in
the area says "we appreciate the support of the churches
of the Eastern Shore and the other local organizations
and individual volunteers as well. One of ES Habitat's
'words to remember' is that Habitat offers a hand up, not a
hand out, and the more people and groups and
congregations who offer a hand, the more homes we can
build".
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St. Stephen's, Petersburg, hosts
Sci-Tastic summer camp

God Bless the Children
Ingathering at the ECW Fall
Annual Meeting October 17

St. Stephen's,
Petersburg, recently
hosted the 2015 SciTastic (Science is
Fantastic!) Camp, a
fun-filled and
educational
adventure for rising
4th and 5th graders.
During the threeweek program which
was held July 6
through 23, the
parish hall was
transformed into
vibrant classroom laboratories for twenty-two junior
scientists! Each week, campers saw science come alive
through exciting hands-on investigations in physics,
engineering, chemistry, and biology. Campers
investigated the role of worms in the health of our planet,
designed challenging roller coaster models, and took field
trips to the Science Museum of Virginia and the Willcox
Watershed Conservancy. The walls of the church vibrated
daily from the shouts of these very enthusiastic junior
scientists!

By Nancy Smith, St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach
The ECW kicked off its 2015-2016 Outreach Project, God
Bless the Children in May. The project supports the
children and youth at Jackson-Field Home and the Boys
Home of Virginia in two ways. First, by providing items
needed on the homes’ wish lists and second, by funding
an endowment to help the youth with expenses when they
graduate from high school.
An ingathering of wish-list items will be held at the ECW
Fall Annual Meeting October 17.
Nancy Sands, ECW Diocesan President, is bringing four
laundry baskets full of wish-list items collected at her
church, Christ Church, Danville. “Representatives from
Jackson Field and the Boys Home will be at the meeting
to receive the items we have collected.” Nancy
said. "Please remember to bring the items your church
has collected. We must all work together to get this
project done in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ.”
Also, new board members will be elected and installed at
the meeting. The following positions are available:
Student Work Chair, Prayer and Worship Chair,
Recording Secretary and Second Vice President. “It is
not difficult to be a board member,” Nancy said. “As you
know, I came on board with little experience, but with
everyone’s help, I have been able to do the things that
need to be done. We get our Lord, Jesus Christ’s work
done together and would love to have you join us.” To find
out more about these positions, contact Deborah Austin,
nominating committee chair, 757-538-1797,
complianceretired@gmail.com. The deadline has been
extended to September 25.

St. John's, Portsmouth, welcomes
homeless guests for Christmas in
July picnic
Forty-one volunteers of all ages from St. John's,
Portsmouth, hosted 51 homeless guests from the
community for a Christmas in July air-conditioned
summer picnic on July 24. In addition to the good food
and indoor hospitality offered at this annual event, guests
were entered in raffles for door prizes (food gift cards and
bus passes) and given the opportunity to engage in some
free "shopping" for clothing items that they needed. Over
800 pieces of gently used clothing & shoes, as well as
300 new pairs of underwear and socks were donated to
stock the store by members of the congregation. A fun
and enjoyable time was had by all!

St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church in Clarksville, Virginia will
host the ECW Fall Annual Meeting. Set your GPS or
Mapquest for 111 Sixth Street, Clarksville, VA 23927. The
church is located 1/2 block off Virginia Avenue, the main
street of Clarksville. On-street parking is available. If you
need accessible parking, please park west of the church
on Sixth Street, and use the sidewalk to access the ramp
leading into the Narthex and Sanctuary. Contact Louise
Boss, corresponding secretary, to register for the
meeting. 757-678-5331, louiseboss@exede.net, by
October 9. The $10 registration fee includes lunch.

Get more news from
Southern Virginia!
Sign up for our weekly eNews at
www.diosova.org.
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UTO little blue boxes provide over $1 million in grants
By Joyce Douglas, St. Augustine’s, Newport News; Province III UTO Representative
At the Triennial in Salt Lake City, I was installed as your
Province III United Thank Offering (UTO) Representative.
I begin my duties with a sense of great gratitude and
humility, with an awareness of the mammoth
responsibilities and obligations, and with anxiety that my
abilities may fail to keep pace with my eagerness to
render the service you expect. Yet, I come into this
position thinking that each of you is capable of assuming
this position and feeling that there is a spirit of
cooperation that will make my position easy-going and
satisfying.

In 2015, the United Thank Offering annual grant
recipients and the special young adult grant recipients are
working towards God’s vision for His people and are
seeking to change lives in a new way by a variety of
actions The United Thank Offering of The Episcopal
Church awarded 55 grants, a total of $1,558,006.85, for
the mission and ministry of The Episcopal Church and the
Anglican Communion in 2015. The grants, awarded to
projects in 46 domestic and overseas dioceses, included
34 Episcopal Church Dioceses, five Companion
Dioceses, five International
Dioceses and two grants to
the Domestic and Foreign
Missionary Society mission
offices for Overseas
Missions and Young Adult
Service Corp (YASC). To
celebrate the 125th
anniversary of the United
Thank Offering, nine special
Young Adults (21 to 30)
were awarded grants, one
for each Province.

The continued success of the
mission and ministry of the
United Thank Offering reflects
the work of each of us giving
thanks for our blessings, big and
small, by dropping coins and bills
into our Blue Boxes. Moreover,
when I think of my illustrious
predecessors and current UTO
family whose loyalty, devotion,
and work is reflected in the
collection and distribution of the
ingathering funds, I feel
immeasurably thankful for their
service. I especially thank Dena
Lee, who had the daunting task
of serving not only as Province III
UTO Representative but also as
the UTO Executive Board Secretary. Now, the position of
Executive Board Secretary is a separate position. (Please
see Dena’s “Litany in Celebration of 125th Anniversary” in
UTOs 125th Anniversary Prayer Book.)

The focus for the 2015
annual awarded grants was
the Fourth Mark of Mission
– to seek to transform
unjust structures of society,
to challenge violence of
every kind and to pursue peace and reconciliation. The
focus of the young adult grant swards was to provide
seed money for a new project that was based on any one
of the Five Marks of Mission. For a list of the 2015 UTO
grants go to www.UnitedThankOffering.org.

I received a plethora of UTO materials at the Triennial
and had them shipped to my home address (I was not
thinking of my limited suitcase space as I filled my bag
with the items.). Since I have just 12 removable disks, I
am going to put the disk information in a Dropbox folder
for the diocesan coordinators to share with their parish
coordinators.

Thank Offering Grants are awarded from the ingathering
from the United Thank Offering Blue Boxes – all coins
and bills placed in United Thank for the many blessings
that each of us receive. Province III’s 2012, 2013, 2014
collection total, announced at General Convention, was
$784,435.39, the second highest in the nation. The
Diocese of Southern Virginia contributed $72,758.14. If
you would like information on how to start the United
Thank Offering or for information on how to share the
story with children, youth and adults be sure to visit
www.UnitedThankOffering.org.

I look forward to working with each of you. Please feel
free to email me at amielonie@aol.com or call me at 757496-0192.
2015 UTO Grants Total over $1 Million

October is UTO Ingathering Month
One hundred and twenty-five years ago the United Thank
Offering (UTO) was founded to help individuals pay more
attention to the spiritual blessings in their lives by making
small thank offerings to support innovative ministries in
the Church for which the church budget had not yet
expanded to fund.

Please send UTO contributions to: ECW First Vice
President, Helen Sharpe Williams, 2342 Locks Landing,
Chesapeake, VA 23323. Helen is the interim UTO
Treasurer, Diocese of Southern Virginia.
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Women-to-Women update

"This year we witnessed the largest group ever of
applications for positions as YASC missionaries," said
Bishop Stacy Sauls, Chief Operating Officer. "A record
45 applications from 27 dioceses across all nine
provinces in the Church were reviewed. Of those, more
than half have discerned to serve as YASC missionaries.
We are proud of our YASC missionaries and of this
remarkable achievement."

By Susan Broaddus, Christ & St. Luke’s, Norfolk
Women-to-Women is still actively serving the women of
the Diocese of Bukavu in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo who are working so hard to improve the lives of
victims of war. There are many NGOs (non-governmental
organizations) in the region working to rebuild the country,
but they have time limits; the Anglican Church is well
established and will continue to work well after the nonprofits leave. There are still about 35 militias in the
eastern Provinces of Congo although two of the larger
ones have been disbanded. People living in villages are
the most vulnerable.

YASC is a ministry of the Domestic and Foreign
Missionary Society for Episcopal young adults, ages 21 to
30, who are interested in exploring their faith in new ways
by living and serving in communities around the Anglican
Communion.
Bishop Sauls noted that most of the YASC missionaries
will provide ministry work in education, youth work, social
services, community development, and agriculture. He
noted that YASC missionaries will assist in expanding the
relationship with the Mission to Seafarers, will support an
existing diocese-to-diocese relationship (VirginiaLiverpool), and will support mission initiatives in the
northern region of Haiti by partnering with Episcopal
Volunteers in Mission who are serving in the area.

PBS Newshour recently reported on Bukavu city on July
15, 2015, and the segment entitled “Pain, stigma and little
justice for victims of sexual violence in Democratic
Republic of the Congo” can be accessed at their website:
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/topic/world/page/8/
Women-to-Women will sponsor a program at the ODU
Canterbury Center in early 2016 entitled “Why Care About
the Congo?” We hope college students will be
particularly interested in coming, but all will be welcome!
Look for more information in the next Connection.

Each YASC missionary maintains a blog, detailing his/her
service, reflections and adventures. Andy Russell's blog is
Looking Out, Looking In: A Mission to Tanzania,
www.asrussell-yasc.blogspot.com.

The ECW has a new project, but donations to Women-toWomen are still accepted. Send any gifts to our ECW
treasurer, Betty Mariner, 757-442-7215.

Governor McAuliffe signs
proclamation noting JacksonFeild's 160th anniversary

You are also welcome to join us at the Norfolk Women-toWomen Meeting on the first Monday of each month.
Contact: Susan Broaddus, 757-623-0205, for date, time
and place!

Virginia Governor Terry
McAuliffe authorized and
signed a proclamation noting
Jackson-Feild's 160th
anniversary. Presented to
President and CEO Tricia
Delano by Mrs. Sharron
Kitchen Miller (wife of
Virginia Senator John Miller),
this official document
recognizes our longevity and
success.

Young Adult Service Corps
missionary goes to Tanzania
Twenty-seven young adults representing 21 Episcopal
Church dioceses are
serving as missionaries in
the Young Adult Service
Corps (YASC) for the
2015-2016 term in locales
throughout the Anglican
Communion. Andy
Russell, from Bruton
Parish, Williamsburg, is
serving in the Diocese of
Central Tanganyika,
Tanzania. Andy will be in
Dodoma, Tanzania with The Carpenter's Kids program,
which provides education to children who have lost one or
both parents to HIV/AIDS. There are an estimated 40,000
of these orphans within the diocese.

Gubernatorial proclamations are issued in order to call to
the attention of Virginians the special honors, milestones
and events, and to create awareness of the good works
done by the recipients.
We are pleased and proud to receive this proclamation
commemorating our 160th anniversary, and we look
forward to continuing our excellent service to children with
behavioral health issues.
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Boys Home guides boys from
challenging circumstances to
develop their full potential

VTS opens Center for Liturgy and
Music
Virginia Theological Seminary announces the opening of
the Center for Liturgy and Music (CLM) at VTS. The
Center exists to serve clergy and musicians by helping
them to discover resources and to develop skills in liturgy,
music and preaching.

By Steve Hansen, Boys Home, Covington
Boys Home addresses the
physical, academic, social,
and spiritual needs of their
residents. In a privately
funded, faith-based,
residential setting, they
provide a stable
environment, parallel
parenting, and the
opportunity to attend either
public or their on-campus
school. The Boys Home
setting of 1,250 scenic acres
in the Alleghany Highlands
provides an ideal setting for growing boys to experience
the simple gifts that living and playing in the outdoors
bring.

"The future of the Episcopal Church in the U.S. depends
on high quality liturgical and musical experience," said the
Very Rev. Ian S. Markham, Ph.D., dean and president of
Virginia Theological Seminary. "Whether it's a big church
or a small church, liturgy and music need to be done with
care and attention. As a service to congregations, we are
now offering a consultancy service and rich website
resources to support liturgical and musical excellence."
The Center will provide information, instruction and
inspiration that will create the desire in leaders to grow
beyond their current capacity via:
 A website providing quick access to resources
(www.liturgyandmusic.com)
 An electronic newsletter
 Conferences and workshops in the field and on-site
 Consultations with parishes either in person or via
Skype
 Distance learning in partnership with the Leadership
Program for Musicians
 Presentations at diocesan conventions or other
diocesan gatherings
 Exposure to models of effective music and liturgy in
diverse styles and languages
 Master classes in preaching

A few quick facts about Boys Home of Virginia (also
known as Boys Home Incorporated):
 Boys Home is an Episcopal Church ministry started in
1906 by the rector of Emmanuel Episcopal Church in
Covington, VA and incorporated in 1925 under the
Diocese of Southern Virginia and the Diocese of
Southwestern Virginia. The bishops of both dioceses
continue to play an active role in the affairs of Boys
Home.
 Boys Home is mission driven, not tuition driven. No
boy is turned away from Boys Home because of
financial reasons. Boys Home receives very little
government funding; it is 97% privately funded. No
diocese is responsible for our funding so we rely on
donations from parishes and individuals and a modest
amount of private grant funding.
 Boys Home employs a full-time, ordained Episcopal
chaplain at its own expense. (Boys Home is currently
in the search process for a replacement for their
retired chaplain.)
 Boys Home residents come from many states besides
Virginia. Currently they have residents from
Maryland, Ohio, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Florida,
Missouri, Colorado, Tennessee and New York.

For more information about the Center's offerings, please
contact Ellen Johnston, program coordinator for the
Center of Liturgy and Music, by phone at 703-461-1792 or
by email at clm@vts.edu.

Please visit our website—www.boyshomeofva.org—to
learn more about Boys Home and how you can support
our mission. The Boys Home Mission Works! Program is
a great opportunity for youth groups, women groups, or
men groups. Info can be found in the "Spiritual Life" and
"News" sections of the Boys Home website and
throughout the Boys Home Facebook and Twitter
postings. Your prayers and donations for Boys Home are
greatly appreciated by the boys and the staff!
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78th General Convention of The Episcopal Church
Bishop Hollerith and the deputation from Diocese of
Southern Virginia just spent 10 days in Salt Lake City to
take part in the 78th General Convention of the Episcopal
Church. This Convention, in a series of historic moments,
elected the first African-American presiding bishop;
approved marriage equality for all Episcopalians; adopted
a budget that emphasizes racial reconciliation and
evangelism; opposed divestment in Israel, Palestine; and
made some significant changes to the church's
governance. Get more information and lots of pictures on
our General Convention blog,
www.diosovaGC2015.blogspot.com.

Same-gender Marriage
A few days after the Supreme Court of the United States
made marriage equality the law of the land, both houses
of General Convention likewise voted to move forward
and authorize same-gender marriage.
In essence, General Convention’s decision came in the
form of two separate resolutions (A054 and A036) which
act together to bring marriage equality to all dioceses of
the Episcopal Church beginning on the first Sunday of
Advent. The canons of the church regarding marriage
have been changed to be gender-neutral, and two trial
liturgies have been approved. One is a gender-neutral
version of the current marriage service in the 1979 Book
of Common Prayer, and the other is a version of “The
Witnessing and Blessing of a Lifelong Covenant” that was
first approved for blessing same-sex unions in 2012
(presently in use in our diocese) and now can include
vows of marriage. Bishops who object to same-sex
marriage are not required to authorize these liturgies, but
they are required to make provision with another bishop
to do so for same-sex couples in their dioceses. As has
always been the case, no clergy will ever be required to
perform marriages that violate their consciences.

Bishop Hollerith’s report,
continued from page 1
The deeply spiritual daily worship services and the natural
camaraderie that comes from being in community
seemed to keep us energized and focused throughout the
week. And it is truly inspiring to see the church-corporate,
in all its diversity and in all its chaotic glory, striving
together to do the work of Jesus.
Many decisions were made at the 78th General
Convention, but there are three decisions in particular
which I believe will have the greatest long-term impact on
our common life in the Episcopal Church:

While we have been discussing and debating the issue of
gays and lesbians in the life of the church for many, many
years – over 40 actually - our decision in Utah signifies a
momentous milestone in our common life. We have
finally reached a point when we can provide not only legal
protection, but also, in the words of my colleague, Bishop
Sean Rowe, “full recognition of the sacred bond that
unites both same-sex couples and opposite-sex couples
who marry in our church.” I believe this is something to
celebrate!

The Election of Michael Curry as the 27th Presiding
Bishop
This was the highlight of Convention and a truly joyful
experience. Michael was not just elected, he was elected
by a landslide! Never before has the House of Bishops
spoken so clearly and so single mindedly about the
leadership it desires for the future of our Church.

I am fully aware that these changes will be hard for
some in our diocese to either understand or to accept.

Given the fact that Michael is the first African American to
be elected as Presiding Bishop in the history of our
church—no small thing indeed—it would be easy to
suppose that his election was simply the Episcopal
Church striving to be politically correct. While his election
does make a powerful statement to the world about our
church’s commitment to racial justice - a statement that is
well-timed in light of the recent tragedies in our country this was not

Continued on page 12

the primary reason for his election. Michael was elected
because of his personal charisma, his powerful preaching
gifts and leadership ability, and the fact that he is an
outspoken advocate for “Episcopal evangelism”. In short,
the vast majority of bishops believe that Michael Curry
has the “right stuff” to move our beloved church forward in
mission. We celebrate the fact that he is the first African
American Presiding Bishop, and we are excited about the
future of his ministry.
Deputation from Southern Virginia at work
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As always, we will maintain our policy of hearing and
respecting dissenting voices and welcoming a broad
range of theological positions into our common life.
Likewise, as we move forward, I will continue to expect
vestries and clergy to first engage in a process of mutual
discernment and to reach a shared conclusion about their
mission before using same-gender marriage liturgies.

While all these changes may sound minor and basic,
such changes represent the Episcopal Church’s attempt
to reinvent itself for the mission needs of the 21st century.
Overall, I believe there is a priority shift taking place in
our Church – a priority shift toward mission and
evangelism. And although we face many challenges, this
shift, when combined with the energy and vision of our
new Presiding Bishop-elect, promises that the future of
our Church can be meaningful, exciting and more deeply
reflective of Christ call to proclaim the Gospel to the
world.
As a final word, I want to express my deep appreciation
for the deputies and alternates who took the time and
considerable effort to represent the Episcopal Church in
Southern on behalf of all of us. I hope others in our
diocese will express their appreciation to them as well.

Deputies Sam Webster and the Rev. Samantha Vincent Alexander

Governance and Structure Changes and New Budget
Commitments
While perhaps not as newsworthy as other decisions,
General Convention took a significant step forward in
redesigning the way business is done at the highest
levels of the greater church. First, resolutions were
passed to dissolve the massive standing commission
structure that has so clogged the General Convention
process over the past several years. In the future there
will be only two standing commissions rather than
fourteen: Governance-Structure, and Liturgy-Music. All
other issues in the church will be addressed through a
process in which the Executive Council of the Church
initiates temporary, goal-specific task forces. This should
go a long way to lessen both the number of resolutions
received by any given General Convention as well as
avoid the creation of commissions which have no end
date.

The Rev. Samantha Vincent Alexander (St. John’s,
Hampton)
The Rev. Willis Foster (St. Stephen’s, Petersburg)
The Very Rev. Charles Robinson (Bruton Parish,
Williamsburg)
The Rev. Dale Custer (St. John’s, Chester)
The Rev. Keith Emerson (St. Paul’s, Suffolk)
The Rev. Mark Wilkinson (St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach)
Mr. Sam Webster (Ascension, Norfolk)
Ms. Toni Hogg (St. John’s, Hampton)
Ms. Cynthia Barnes (St. Michael’s, Bon Air)
Ms. Alice Webley (All Saints, Virginia Beach)
Mr. Tony Robinson (St. Thomas’, Chesapeake)
Ms. Lily Burroughs (Old Donation, Virginia Beach)
Participating in the concurrent ECW Triennial Meeting:
Ms. Joyce Douglas (St. Augustine’s, Newport News)
Ms. Nancy Sands (Christ Church, Danville)
Ms. Nancy Smith (St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach)

Likewise, resolutions were passed that change the
oversight process of the staff of the Episcopal Church
office at 815 2nd Avenue in New York City. The Presiding
Bishop’s role as Chief Personnel Officer has been
clarified. And a new canon was introduced which
requires the Presiding Bishop and the President of the
House of Deputies to jointly recommend for appointment
a Chief Operating Officer for the Episcopal Church Office.
Most inspiring was the fact that when it came to passing
the budget and allocating funds for the next three years
General Convention placed racial justice, evangelism and
church planting into the forefront of our list of priorities.
Evangelism alone has received a budget commitment of
2.8 million dollars.

House of Deputies Fun Facts: Most common last name
is Johnson; Oldest Deputy is 90 years old; Youngest
Deputy is 17; Under 30 age group is the largest
representation of Deputies
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ECW holds 48th Triennial Meeting

meeting as Southern Virginia’s ECW delegates. Joyce was
installed as the Province III United Thank Offering
Representative and Nancy Smith was recognized as
Southern Virginia’s ECW Distinguished Women.

By Nancy Smith, St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach
Episcopal Church Women (ECW) gathered in Salt Lake
City for the 48th Triennial Meeting, June 25 – July 1, held
concurrently with the 78th General Convention of the
Episcopal Church. Both groups met in the huge Salt
Palace Conference Center, some 700,000 square feet of
contiguous exhibit hall and meeting space. During the
week, bishops elected and deputies confirmed the Rt. Rev.
Michael Curry, Bishop of North
Carolina, as our next Presiding Bishop,
and the ECW elected a new national
president. Lisa Towle, who also hails
from the Diocese of North Carolina was
installed at the Triennial meeting. Rt.
Rev. Curry will be consecrated as
Presiding Bishop November 1 at the
Washington National Cathedral.
Lisa Towle
Diocesan President, Nancy Sands, Christ Church, Danville;
Joyce Douglas, St. Augustine, Newport News and Nancy
Smith, St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach attended the Triennial

The Rt. Rev. Michael Curry, Bishop of North Carolina spoke at
the 48th Triennial Meeting. – (l. to r.) The Rt. Rev. Michael
Curry, Bishop of North Carolina, spoke at the 48th Triennial
Meeting. (l. to r.) Rt. Rev. Curry, Diocesan President, Nancy
Polick Sands; Nancy Smith, communication chair and Joyce
Douglas, Province III UTO Representative.

The young and young-at-heart make the
difference at Chanco on the James
By Talley Banazek, Development/Marketing Coordinator, Chanco on the James

This past summer has been a year for the record books for
Chanco! Summer camp 2015 boasted the highest number
of campers in nine years. This means more children are
getting out into God’s creation and having life-changing
experiences here at Chanco. In addition to this, Chanco
2015 campers participated in record-high donations for our
annual youth fundraising program, Change for Chanco.
This program has been in effect since 2009 and has made
possible improvements to camp programs such as our 32’
high rock climbing wall, disc golf, high ropes elements, and
a new Ga-Ga pit. This summer, campers enjoyed new
archery equipment made possible by 2014 Change for
Chanco donations. Our campers are proving that no one is
too young to make a difference and this was highly evident
in their record donations of $4,757.25 toward the addition
of stand up paddleboards to camp next summer! Matched
by an anonymous donor, our campers’ dollars have double
the impact. Once matched, Chanco has over $9,500
toward 18 paddleboards. Equally astounding, forty-eight of
our campers earned a place in our Honor Roll of donors
and will be listed in our Annual Report for donating $25 or
more. And one camper raised an astounding $515.63
towards the project! Wow.
Continued on page 14
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The young and young-at-heart make the
difference at Chanco on the James
Continued from page 13

Our young people exhibit enormous generosity and we are
incredibly grateful to them and their families. We are still
about $2,400 away from meeting our goal for 18 boards, so
if you are interested in supporting this project, please see
the end of this article for how you can help.
Our older, but still young at heart friends are also making
an enormous difference to Chanco. Our donors make
scholarships and improvements possible. 2015 summer
camp marked one of the largest years for number of
requests for partial or full scholarships. We were blessed
with an opportunity to minister to children in need by
sponsoring a number of boys from the Boy’s Home of
Virginia and several recently homeless kids from the
ForKids organization in Norfolk. We are thrilled to be able
to be an experience for all our campers that is
transformative in nature and of which the learning,
friendships, memories, skills and experiences often last a
lifetime. However, we recognize that for some campers in
dysfunctional family situations or who are or were recently
homeless, the power of the transformative experience is
that much greater. At camp, they can just be kids like any
other kid and no one has to know that they were recently
living in a car or a shelter. Perhaps a staff person from
ForKids expressed this best in her thank-you to Chanco
sharing,

the past 27 years and one very important
ingredient in the ForKids program is summer camp,
which provides a tremendous opportunity for
children raised in poverty to experience life in a
completely different environment and expand their
horizons. At camp, no one has to know that they
have lived in a homeless shelter; they can just be
kids. Many homeless children have never been out
of their neighborhoods - much less to summer
camp. For them, camp brings first time experiences
that other children find commonplace like learning
to swim, to canoeing, to riding a zip line and much
more. From sleepless nights spent in shelters to
nights spent in cars and on the streets these
campers have not had a fairy tale childhood.

“As you all at Chanco on the James well know,
camp is an incredible experience for any child. At
ForKids, we know that for a homeless child, it’s
even more than that – it’s life changing. ForKids
has been helping homeless children and families
break the cycle of homelessness and poverty for

Continued on page 15
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The young and young-at-heart make the
difference at Chanco on the James
Continued from page 14

Each year, our staff continues to be amazed at the
newfound confidence, focus and determination the
kids return from camp with. I wanted to let you
know that because of you all, this years' campers
lives have been changed forever.”

This is the transformative difference a Camp Chanco
experience makes in the lives of young people. And it
would not be possible without you. Your gift makes the
friendships, confidence, support, independence, faith and
fun of Chanco possible for more and more children every
single year. Thank you. If you are already a donor, thank
you. If you have not contributed in the past, now is a
fantastic time to start! Chanco is you!
Chanco could not operate with such competitive low rates
making camp affordable for most families without your
support. And we certainly could not offer the extensive
scholarships we offer without your support. In 2015,
Chanco assisted 156 campers with full or partial
scholarships/financial assistance. Without you, it would be
much more challenging to make large improvements/
additions to Chanco programs such as a 32’ rock wall or
paddleboards. Scholarships, improvements, programs. All
these things and more are made possible by you – by the
parishes, priests, campers, camper families, foundations,
generous subsidy from the Diocese of Southern Virginia
and donor friends who make our programs and
scholarships a reality. Thank you. Perhaps most poignant
and the best summary of our message of impact is from a
2015 camper who wrote the following for the Smoke Signal
session newsletter,

Don’t wait! Make a difference today by donating to
Chanco’s Annual Fund. You may mail a check to Chanco
on the James with “Annual Fund’ in the memo line and mail
to Chanco at 394 Floods Drive, Spring Grove, VA 23881 or
make an easy on line donation at www.chanco.org. If you
are interested in funding an endowed scholarship, legacy/
estate gifts, supporting Change for Chanco or any other
questions about Annual Fund donations, please feel free to
contact Marketing & Development Coordinator, Talley
Banazek, at talley@banazek.com / 804-399-4019 or
Executive Director Gareth Kalfas at
director@chanco.org /888-7CHANCO (888-724-2626).

“Dear all of Chanco, Thank you. Thank you for
always being there for me even when I wasn’t
there for myself. Thank you for showing me that
love really is possible in the darkest of times.
Thank you for giving me a family when mine
couldn’t do it. Thank you for keeping me sane
these past four years. Thank you for treating me
like a human being. This place is the most
wonderful patch of earth there ever was. And I’m
proud to call this place my one true home.”
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Calendar of Events
Visit the “Workshops, Training &
Events” and “Youth” pages of our
website for even more upcoming
events, www.diosova.org.
______________________
October Weekend: October 2-4.
(Grades 8-12). Join with teens from
all over our diocese for a weekend of
great music, small groups, socials
and games, meaningful discussions,
a dance and really incredible worship
experiences. Come experience the
presence of God in community. Go to
www.diosova.org to register.
Bishop’s Day with Senior
Wardens: Oct. 10, 8;30 to 11:30
a.m., Hickory Neck, Toano. All Senior
Wardens are invited to join the
Bishop and senior staff for a morning
of conversation and information
sharing. This gathering is designed
for Senior Warden's only and there
will be just the one session on Oct.
10. Go to www.diosova.org to
register.
Cursillo #158: Co-Ed Weekend:
October 15-18, 2015. Rector: Richard
Toll. Cursillo is a movement within
the Episcopal Church. It is an adult
retreat designed to help us grow
closer to Jesus Christ. It's also a
community where we're encouraged
to live joyfully and serve faithfully in
grace. For more information on
Cursillo or to apply to be a candidate
or a team member, please visit the
Cursillo website at
www.cursillodsv.org.

Fall Pre-Happening Staff Weekend:
October 24-25, 2015. Open to all
Happening Alumni who are interested
in serving as staff members for
Happening #63. Questions? Contact
Youth Missioner Ashley Scruggs at
ascruggs@diosova.org.
Annual Fall Camp: Oct. 26-29,
Shrine Mont, Orkney Springs, VA.
The Tri Diocesan Council on Aging
will hold their annual Fall Camp Oct.
26-29 at Shrine Mont in Orkney
Springs, VA. Fall Camp is an
opportunity to spend time in the
mountains of Virginia with other
seniors (but there is no an age limit)
from across the Commonwealth and
from other states. Go to
www.diosova.org for more
information.
Happening #63: November 6-8,
2015. (Open to grades 10-12 and
adult advisors who have never
attended Happening). The focal point
of this weekend is learning and
experiencing the love of Christ. The
weekend format includes a series of
talks, movies, small group activities
and worship, as well as opportunities
for fellowship, fun, and making new
friends. Go to www.diosova.org to
register.
November Weekend: November 1315. (Grades 6-9). Make new friends
at this fall retreat at Chanco!
November Weekend includes music,
games, activities, socials, small group
discussions and amazing worship!
Questions? Contact Youth Missioner
Ashley Scruggs at
ascruggs@diosova.org.

124th Annual Council of the
Diocese of Southern Virginia:
February 5-6, 2016, Williamsburg
Lodge Convention Center.
Pre-Happening Staff Weekend:
February 27-28, 2016, Chanco on the
James. More information and
registration coming soon.
Happening: March 11-13, 2016,
Chanco on the James. For grades 10
-12. More information and registration
coming soon.
Cursillo Men's Weekend: April 1417, 2016, Chanco on the
James. Cursillo is defined as a
movement within the Episcopal
Church designed to help us grow
closer to Jesus Christ. For more
information and application go
to www.cursillodsv.org. Rector: Joe
Jerauld
Cursillo Women's Weekend: April
28-May 1, 2016, Chanco on the
James. Cursillo is defined as a
movement within the Episcopal
Church designed to help us grow
closer to Jesus Christ. For more
information and application go
to www.cursillodsv.org. Rector:
Debbie Hazzard
May Weekend: May 20-22, 2016,
Chanco on the James. More
information and registration coming
soon.

Get More News From Around Our Diocese!
Follow us on:

Sign up for our weekly
eNews at our website,
www.diosova.org

Facebook (facebook.com/diosova)
Twitter (@Diosova)
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