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The 123rd Annual Council 
will be held February 6-7, 
2015 at the Williamsburg 
Lodge Convention Center. 
You can find the latest 
information on the Annual 
Council page of our website. 
Registration is now open.  
 
This year's keynote speaker 
will be Diana Butler Bass, 
author and independent 
scholar of American religion 
and culture. She will 
address "Awakening and the Work of Transformation," 
and will help us explore a pattern of change in our lives 
and congregations that enable us to move to a new 
place.   
 

Diana Butler Bass received her Ph.D. from Duke 
University. She has taught at Westmont College, the 
University of California at Santa Barbara, Macalester 
College, Rhodes College, and Virginia Theological 
Seminary. She is the author of eight books, including 
most recently Christianity after Religion: The End of 
Church and the Birth of a New Spiritual Awakening. Her 
groundbreaking study of mainline vitality, Christianity for 
the Rest of Us: How the Neighborhood Church Is 
Transforming the Faith was named one of the best 
religion books of the year by Publishers Weekly and 
Christian Century, won the book of the year award from 
the Academy of Parish Clergy, and was featured in a 
cover story in USA Today. Her next book will be 
Grounded: Finding the Spirit of God in the Spirit of the 
Age, scheduled for publication in Fall 2015.  
 

See page 12 for a list of Pre-Council Convocational 
meetings. Go to diosova.org for more about Council. 

Diana Butler Bass to speak at Annual Council 

Go to our website to register for news by email, www.diosova.org.  Follow us on Facebook & Twitter. 
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The Rev. Lauren McDonald, campus chaplain at Christo-
pher Newport University in Newport News, took a leap out 
of her comfort zone and is ministering to the students at 
CNU in a new way - the plaza prayer station.  
 
"Sometime last spring I read a blog post by Jonathan Mel-
ton, campus minister at University of Wisconsin-Madison," 
writes McDonald. "In the post Jonathan talked about start-
ing what I call a 'chapel steps' ministry in which he put out 
a couple of chairs next to a sign that said, 'How may I pray 
for you?' Although I didn't remember all the details, that 
blog post lodged itself in my brain, and from time to time I 
would think about it and ask myself whether I wanted to 
start such a ministry at CNU. What he did sounded so 
brave to this shy introvert."  
 
McDonald is sharing her experiences on her blog, Leaping 
Greenly Spirits. If you spend any time on Facebook you 
may have seen some of her posts. They are highly recom-
mended reading.  
 
"I had such low expectations for this ministry," writes 
McDonald. "My whole goal was to be brave enough to set 
up a sign and sit next to it. I had figured it would take a 
long time for students to get used to me being there. Never 
underestimate God." 
 
Just three weeks into her effort, McDonald has "repeat 
customers" join her as soon as she arrives - talking about 

their lives and their classes, asking questions, sharing 
problems. 
 
 The students "are drawn to the presence of a person 
praying for them, someone who doesn't judge or grade 
them, someone who isn't there to enforce rules, someone 
with a little more life experience, someone who has time to 
listen," writes McDonald. "Maybe we'll spontaneously start 
doing noon-day prayer together... Maybe I'll have another 
week where no one comes. But they will see me, sitting 
there, available if they need me, ready to listen. There's no 
telling what might happen.  We need to stay open for sur-
prises - there's no telling what God might do next."  
 
The Rev. Lauren McDonald's blog is Leaping Greenly Spir-
its, www.greenlyspirits.blogspot.com.  

Praying with students at Christopher Newport University 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=00188tU5dJvYPU-VxXseMDrxNoBLuhGzumK8-nix8uymgByNoCa27rupSrNnBKA2v199jC0s_e96QzriAWfYcrO6asIE-8wuxjgb9erTPtlqSwScNM83p-7vxq0xJzABpbw
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=00188tU5dJvYPU-VxXseMDrxNoBLuhGzumK8-nix8uymgByNoCa27rupSrNnBKA2v199jC0s_e96QzriAWfYcrO6asIE-8wuxjgb9erTPtlqSwScNM83p-7vxq0xJzABpbw
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0013CAPqmQYX4tY_RueDy3g_bfntopyrr-jsUeTIJ5suCjKdQKvvuoJeCbvP1lVJARrwVku3LdOpL6RaGlVzb4vNXpNK3qavBEqQ0HFC77DaiUnF2A3Ooyx1c6PbRo4tU0HFY_oNxJj_MYIsY74ISBpXUWlx8zgwx5jTtcKQxWabGs=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0013CAPqmQYX4tY_RueDy3g_bfntopyrr-jsUeTIJ5suCjKdQKvvuoJeCbvP1lVJARrwVku3LdOpL6RaGlVzb4vNXpNK3qavBEqQ0HFC77DaiUnF2A3Ooyx1c6PbRo4tU0HFY_oNxJj_MYIsY74ISBpXUWlx8zgwx5jTtcKQxWabGs=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0013CAPqmQYX4tY_RueDy3g_bfntopyrr-jsUeTIJ5suCjKdQKvvuoJeCbvP1lVJARrwVku3LdOpL6RaGlVzb4vNXpNK3qavBEqQ0HFC77DaiUnF2A3Ooyx1Sdpm3quLHbD
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Clergy transitions 
 
The Rev. Ronald Ramsey began as Rector of St. 
Cyprian's, Hampton, 12/1/2014   
 
The Rev. David Perkins began as Priest in Charge at St. 
Andrew's, Newport News, 10/14/14. 
 
The Rev. Sherry Munday, Deacon at St. John's, Chester, 
left the Diocese, 9/21/14.  
 
 

Jan Brown assists in establishment 
of Governor’s Task Force 

 
On September 26, Governor 
McAuliffe established a Task 
Force on Prescription Drug and 
Heroin Abuse. Jan Brown was 
a consultant on the order and 
hosted the signing, telling her 
story and introducing Senator 
Kaine, who also participated in 
the event.  Jan is the Founder 
and Executive Director for 
SpiritWorks Foundation, a 
community recovery 
organization in Williamsburg for 

people healing from addiction, trauma, and abuse. She is 
also a Postulant for Holy Orders for the Diaconate in the 
Diocese of Southern Virginia and a member of the board 
of Recovery Ministries of the Episcopal Church.  
 
 

Seminarian Josh Stephens receives 
Freeman Award for Merit 

 
The Sewanee School of 
Theology awarded the 
2014 Freeman Award 
for Merit to Joshua Paul 
Stephens, T'16, a 
M.Div. student from the 
Diocese of Southern 
Virginia (St. Andrew's, 
Norfolk). The award 
was announced and 
presented by the dean, 
the Rt. Rev. J. Neil 
Alexander, during the 
School's annual DuBose 

Lectures and Alumni/ae Gathering banquet on Oct. 1. 
 
"Josh Stephens distinguished himself in his first year of 
theological studies," explained Alexander, on why 
Stephens was chosen to receive this award. "His strong 
undergraduate background, his devotion to his vocation, 

and his strong work ethic puts him academically at the top 
of his class. We look forward to seeing him continue to 
grow and develop academically, spiritually, and 
pastorally." 
  
The Freeman Award for Merit was established in 1998 by 
Reed Freeman and his wife, Nancy, to honor and reward 
a rising middler student of The School of Theology that 
has demonstrated outstanding academic performance 
and promise. Freeman, T'96, T'05, was a recipient of the 
Woods Leadership Award while he was attending The 
School of Theology. 
  
"As those who were at the DuBose banquet can attest, I 
was shocked to receive the Freeman Award," stated 
Stephens. "Now my initial surprise has shifted to feeling 
rather grateful and humbled, not only to be recognized in 
this way, but also to be part of such an awesome 
environment in Sewanee. This is a remarkable community 
of learning at The School of Theology and I am proud to 
be a member of the class of 2016. My academic work 
only has meaning because of our common life together." 
 
 

A 1789 Thanksgiving service 
 
The Rev. 
James Drinard 
Smith, rector of 
St. Michael's, 
Colonial 
Heights, dons 
the garb of an 
Eighteenth 
Century 
clergyman to 
celebrate a 
Thanksgiving service from the Book of Common Prayer of 
1789, the year George Washington became President of 
the United States of America. "Every now and then, I think 
it is important for church members to return to their roots 
and their heritage;" said Smith, "It is important for each of 
us to see how our church became what it is today and 
possibly what it shall be tomorrow." St. Michael's 
conducts Sunday services at 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., 
and adult education is at 9:15 a.m. The church is located 
on the corner of East Ellerslie Avenue and Old Town 
Drive in the Heights.  804-526-1790.  

 

The Diocesan Connection 
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The Rt. Rev. Neil Alexander and 

Josh Stephens 



3 

ECW installs new president and 
board members 
By Nancy Smith, St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach 

Episcopal Church Women elected Nancy Sands as the 
41st ECW Diocesan President at the ECW Fall Annual 
Meeting.  The Rev. Helen McKee, interim rector at Christ 
Church, Danville, installed Nancy at the meeting, October 
18, hosted by Christ Church, Nancy's home parish. Other 
board members installed are: First Vice President, Helen 
Sharpe-Williams, Grace Church, Norfolk; Second Vice 
President, Katherine O. Patterson, Christ and Grace, 
Petersburg; Betty Mariner, St. George's, Pungoteague, 
Treasurer, Corresponding Secretary, Louise Boss, Christ 
Church, Eastville, Parliamentarian, Lu Sullivan, Christ 
Church, Danville; Historian, Barbara Taylor, St. Francis, 
Virginia Beach, Nominating Committee Chair, Deborah 
Austin, St. Mark's, Suffolk, United Thank Offering 
Treasurer, Rosalyn Neal, Grace Church, Norfolk and 
Communication Chair, Nancy Smith, St. Aidan's, Virginia 
Beach. The new board members take office in January 
2015.   
 
 

42nd ECW President Nancy Sands 
hails from Danville  
By Nancy Smith, St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach 
 
Nancy Sands officially takes office as the 41st president 
of Episcopal Church Women in the Diocese of Southern 
Virginia, January 1, 2015. Nancy was elected and 
installed at the ECW Fall Annual meeting October 18, 
2014 at her home parish, Christ Church, Danville where 
she has served as ECW president for four years. 

 
During that time, Christ Church hosted several ECW 
meetings. At one of those meetings, Nancy said, “yes,” 
when asked to be a candidate for office on the ECW 
Diocesan Board. In 2013, she was elected and installed 
as first vice president. 

 
The first board meeting that year was at Christ Church in 
Eastville on the Eastern Shore of Virginia, a 500-mile 
round trip for Nancy.  Traveling that distance might have 

caused some people to decide not to continue to serve on 
the board. No problem for Nancy.  Visiting churches and 
meeting people throughout the diocese tops her list of 
goals as ECW Diocesan president.  

 
“I feel it’s important for us to get to know each other 
better,” she said.  “I want to reach as many people as I 
can in the next two years.”  

 
Born in Rome, Georgia, Nancy was baptized in the 
Roman Catholic Church, but was raised in the Baptist 
church after the death of her father. She became an 
Episcopalian when she married Alan Sands, her husband 
of 47 years. The couple met as students at Shorter 
College in Rome. Nancy majored in music with an 
emphasis in voice performance. In 1965, she was 
awarded the National Association for Teachers of Singing 
Music Award and was offered a scholarship to The 
Juilliard School in New York City. She decided not to 
accept the scholarship. She and Alan were married in 
1967. 

 
They moved to Danville a dozen years ago to be close to 
their son, Andrew, and his family, wife, Sharon, and 
grandsons, Griffin Brady, 8, and Porter Reid, 4. Alan had 
retired after 30 years as chairman of the Social Studies 
Department at Hargrave Military Academy in Chatham, 
Virginia. Nancy has retired too after 45 years as a social 
worker in Lynchburg, South Boston and Danville.  

 
Currently, she sings in the choir at Christ Church, serves 
on the Altar Guild and the Bereavement Committee. She 
is former member of the vestry at Christ Church and at 
Emmanuel in Chatham, the Sands former parish. And 
Porter keeps his Grandma busy babysitting, but when he 
goes to preschool at stony mill elementary where his 
mother teaches Nancy will have plenty of time to travel.   
 
During her travels, 
Nancy will share 
another goal high on 
her list - to help 
children in need.  “As 
ECW president I hope 
to have many 
opportunities to visit 
the women in the 
diocese to encourage 
them to join me in this 
work. We can be a big 
influence in a child’s 
life by providing the 
basic things they need 
like school supplies 
and clothing. I feel this 
is my calling,” Nancy 
said. “This is what God 
wants me to do.”  
 
 

L to R: Nancy Smith, Lu Sullivan, Betty Mariner, Louise Boss, 

Deborah Austin, Helen Sharpe-Williams, Nancy Sands, 

Barbara Taylor, the Rev. Helen McKee. Not pictured: 

Katherine Patterson and Rosalyn Neal    

Barbara Taylor (r), outgoing ECW 

President, presents incoming 

ECW President, Nancy Sands, 

with the president’s cross.  
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Street named in honor of James 
Solomon Russell 
By James Grimstead, Grace, Norfolk 

 
The James 
Solomon Russell 
Commemoration 
Committee 
unveiled a new 
sign renaming 
College Drive to 
James Solomon 
Russell Drive on 
October 11, 2014 
on the campus of 

Saint Paul's College.  This historic event honored the 
Archdeacon Reverend Dr. James Solomon Russell, who 
founded this college in 1888 which provided an institution 
of higher learning for many underprivileged citizens in the 
surrounding communities.     
  
 The ceremony was attended by more than thirty 
community local and out of town visitors.  It opened with 
prayer and welcome by the Rev. Dr. Terrance Walker of 
South Hill, VA, followed by comments from program 
chairman James Grimstead of Lawrenceville, VA, who 
pointed out that this sign is the first recognition in this 
town of this great pioneer which can be seen and read 
from the roadway.  Grimstead thanked the Town Council, 
the Brunswick County Planning Department and the 
supporting citizens for all their help in making this event a 
reality. Mayor William Herrington of Lawrenceville brought 
greetings from the town citizens and expressed thanks to 
the committee for having the foresight to follow through 
on such an historic and important occasion in the Town of 
Lawrenceville.  
 
In addition to the James Solomon Russell sign unveiling 
the Committee planned another special event that took 
place at Saint Andrew’s Episcopal Church Parish 
Hall.   This second celebration and reception honored the 
Rev. Dr. Joseph N. Green, Jr., retired Rector Emeritus of 
Grace Episcopal Church in Norfolk, VA.  Fr. Green spent 
much of his time over the last fifty plus years promoting 
the welfare of St. Paul’s College.   
 
 

News from Mission of the Holy 
Spirit 
By Keith A. Josey, Lay Pastor, Mission of the Holy Spirit  
 
I would like to take a moment to thank each of you for 
your continued prayers and support for the Mission of the 
Holy Spirit and the families we serve. 
 
As we prepare for another holiday season, I encourage 
each of you to continue to be seed planters through your 
gifts and giving to a ministry that impacts so many lives. 

 
Since September, we have been fortunate to have nine of 
God’s children baptized, with the help of Rev. David 
Davenport. We have reconnected with ODU Nursing 
School, and have a core of interns to work alongside our 
families for the next year. We have also seen many of our 
young children take positive strides towards academic 
success and developing their gifts. 
 
This could not be possible without people like you, who 
care enough to partner with us and help change lives. 
Often the changes needed take some time to become 
evident, and require patience and a strong belief that we 
all play an important role in creating a community where 
spiritual, educational and psycho-social needs can be 
nurtured through the great works you assist us in 
providing. 
 
Please remember us in your stewardship, pledges and 
gifts because all of our young people are counting on 
you.  Go to www.missionoftheholyspirit.org to learn more 
about the Mission and how you can help. 
 
 

Young adult Episcopalians serve as 
missionaries 
 
Seventeen young adults - 
including six who will 
serve for a second year - 
representing 18 
Episcopal Church 
dioceses are serving as 
missionaries in the Young 
Adult Service Corps 
(YASC) for the 2014-
2015 term in locales 
throughout the Anglican 
Communion. One of 
these is our own Justin 
Davis, a member of St. 
David's, Chesterfield. 
Justin is serving with the 
Mission to Seafarers in Hong Kong. 

YASC is a ministry for Episcopal young adults, ages 21 - 
30, who are interested in exploring their faith in new ways 
by living and serving in communities around the Anglican 
Communion. The Rev. David Copley, Mission Personnel 
Officer, noted that while the day-to-day duties of each 
placement vary, the experiences of the YASCers are life-
changing.  "YASC brings young adults into the life of the 
worldwide Anglican Communion and into the daily work of 
a local community," he explained.    
  
Each YASCer maintains a blog, detailing their service, 
reflections and adventures. You can follow Justin's  blog, 
Turn Up for Jesus, at www.justinbdavisiii.blogspot.com. 
 

Justin Davis meeting new friends 

on board a ship in Hong Kong. 
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Service honors fire department 
 

On Sunday, September 14, the clergy and people of 
Merchants Hope, Prince George, and Martin's Brandon, 
Burrowsville, churches held a joint service at the Ruritan 
Pavilion in Burrowsville, Virginia honoring the volunteer 
fire and emergency personnel of Burrowsville Volunteer 
Fire Department Company 4.   
  
The service began outside on a beautiful day with the 
Blessing of the Fire Trucks by the Rev. Dr. Charles N. 
Moore, Jr. (Priest In Charge, Merchants Hope) and the 
Rev. Eve Butler-Gee (Priest In Charge, Martin's Brandon). 
The congregations of both churches were in attendance 
as well as BVFD personnel and their families. The 
worship service was marked by patriotic songs and the 
Holy Eucharist dedicated to all fire, police and emergency 
personnel who perished on 9-11. The Rev. Moore 
presented Fire Chief Luther Vick and BVFD Association 
President Barry Royer with a Certificate of Appreciation 
for Company 4's service to the community. A luncheon 
was served following the service where lively 
conversation and laughter capped off this wonderful 
Sunday.  
 
 

Friends of Honduras USA 
providing education and clean 
water 

 
Friends of 
Honduras USA is 
committed to 
providing a clear 
path out of crime 
and poverty for the 
children of 
Honduras. The 
non-profit 
organization was 
established in 
2009 by the Rev. 

Anne Dale, and her husband, Roland, for the purposes of 
providing advocacy for the victims of poverty and abuse in 
Honduras, promoting democracy, and facilitating 
trustworthy communication. The Rev. Dale is rector of 
Advent Church, Norfolk. 
  

A critical first step in this commitment is the improvement 
of the primary education environment in remote villages 
where children's ability to learn is inhibited by the most 
basic health and welfare concerns. Friends of Honduras 
USA is improving conditions for primary education by 
building, refurbishing, and/or supplying needy schools in 
remote villages, helping to give the country's children, and 
generations to come, the knowledge and the tools for 
building a democratic and economically viable nation. 
  
Friends of Honduras USA has already completed four 
new schools, devised and installed five effective water 
purification systems, and energized numerous community 
volunteers. 
  
"Our urgent need is for the funds to complete the water 
system we have started in San Antonio, Cortes," said the 
Rev. Dale. "The desperate situation on our southern 
border highlights the need for ministry in these remote 
areas, working to make these communities livable so that 
parents are not so desperate to get their children out."   
  
Learn more about Friends of Honduras USA at 
www.friendsofhondurasusa.org. Congregations and 
individuals can help several ways - inviting the 
organization to make a presentation at your church, 
sending a mission team to Honduras, and, of course, 
monetary donations. Contact Friends of Honduras USA at 
info@friendsofhondurasusa.org or 919-210-6809. 
 
 

Unique art installation  
 
On October 11, 
St. Stephen's, 
Newport News, 
hung a new 
piece of art on 
the wall of their 
parish hall. 
When viewed 
from a distance, 
it looks like a 
medieval piece 
of religious art. 
In fact it is a 
triptych of an 
altar reredos in St. Columba Church in Cologne Germany, 
painted by the Flemish artist Rogier van der Weyden. 
Once you get up close, you realize that what you are 
looking at is actually a gigantic jigsaw puzzle.   
  
This new art installation was made possible through the 
hard work, patience, and generosity of two individuals. 
David Richardson dedicated months of his life to 
painstakingly assembling the enormous puzzle and gave 
it to St. Stephen's. Ralph Croyle then took on the almost 
equally herculean task of designing a frame and mounting 
the piece on the Parish Hall wall.    
 

David Richardson and the Rev. Scott Baker  

with the puzzle prior to installation. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZIuAMG15IgC23GKhIfGwyBDBfsxexYkJ0KaCdqy_qLgaOCYbxmG_SL8f0LBSLxh9BVPuKafdl3JW1jlqQmBfz3iJP3LH8EyImPaEMUq2Qv1RZrFKUzZgYQ==
mailto:info@friendsofhondurasusa.org
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Small church with big ideas 
By Richard Moody, All Saints’, South Hill 
 
All Saints', South Hill, might be small (Average Sunday 
Attendance: 25), but it has big ideas. Ministering in the 
heart of Southside Virginia's Tobacco Belt, All Saints' has 
taken a proactive approach to church revitalization. 
  
In June, under the leadership of All Saints' Vestry, the 
Church formed a Focus Committee headed by Roger 
Jacquelin, to "discover and define all contemporary 
avenues that entice and secure enhanced Christian 
experiences, thus resulting in an increase in membership/
participation in a viable Christian community" in order to 
"promote growth, enhance fellowship and active 
participation in the All Saints' Christian community". 
  
Within one year this committee strives to: increase 
Christian programs; increase diversification of music; 
increase community awareness; and enhance spiritual 
growth". To this end the committee has: 

 Studied various church growth literature 

 Met with the Vestry to discuss the congregation's 
shared vision 

 Presented special music programs with Ashby 
Pernell, a student in classical guitar at VCU and the 
grandson of one of our parishioners and Dr. Stanley 
Johnson, who presented special, sacred vocal 
selections. 

 To increase interest among young people, we had a 
special "Pancakes for Parents" Sunday when the 
granddaughter of another parishioner, Chef Mary K 
Pridgen gave instructions on preparing breakfast to 
teenagers. Afterward, a delicious breakfast was 
enjoyed by the entire congregation. 

 
These activities have 
been so successful 
that the church plans 
to repeat many of 
them as it prepares 
for its Feast of Title 
service in November. 
Moreover, the church 
continues to work with 
the Diocese to foster 
other ideas and bring 

in more resources to enhance its ministries. 
  
Also, All Saints' has had a surprising response to The 
Rev. Dr. Terrence Walker's request for greater lay 
Christian education. By November 5, the church will have 
sent up to five members to Virginia Theological Seminary 
to explore receiving a seminary education. In this effort, 
All Saints' is partnering with its sister church Trinity, South 
Hill, to better prepare lay leadership in an area of 
decreasing clerical support for rural communities. It is 
hoped that these persons will return to be even greater 
resources for further revitalization.  

Is this what life in the Kingdom 
looks like? 
By Jim Somerville, Pastor, Richmond’s First Baptist 
Church. This is from Jim’s Blog, posted Oct. 28, 2014, at 
www.jimsomerville.wordpress.com. 

My wife, Christy, teaches Kindergarten at St. Michael’s 
Episcopal School in the Bon Air neighborhood of 
Richmond. 
 
A few weeks ago she had to break the news to her 
headmaster that she had been diagnosed with breast 
cancer.  The good news is (because she goes for an 
annual mammogram) her doctor caught it early.  Christy 
was reassured that a little bit of surgery and some follow-
up radiation would do the trick.  And so, on October 2, 
she had a “little bit” of surgery.  She has spent the last 
three weeks recovering and getting ready for radiation 
treatments, scheduled to begin today. 
 
When she got to school this morning she found that 
everyone at St. Michael’s was wearing pink as a sign of 
support, and during chapel everyone was invited to join in 
a prayer for Ms. Somerville.  A few of the children put 
their hands on her shoulders, and then everybody tried to 
get in on the action, leaning forward, reaching out toward 
a beloved teacher. 
 
Christy told me her hands were busy wiping away tears. 
At church lately I’ve been asking people what life in the 
Kingdom looks like, and wondering if it is that place where 
we bear one another’s burdens, and wash one another’s 
feet, and forgive one another’s sins.  When I saw this 
picture my own question was answered. What does life in 
the Kingdom look like? This. 
 
It looks like this, like that place where children wear pink 
and say prayers for their teacher. May that Kingdom 
come everywhere, and not only at St. Michael’s School. 
 

Chef Mary Pridgen leads Pancakes for 

Parents 

http://www.stmschool.net/
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Art program gets gallery show 
By Trixie Miller, Emmanuel, Cape Charles 

 
On the evening of 
September 24, Arts 
Enter in Cape Charles 
hosted an art show 
featuring works done 
by residents of 
Heritage Hall 
Healthcare and 
Rehabilitation Center in 
the art class outreach 
conducted by 
volunteers from 

Emmanuel, Cape Charles. In the past few months 
residents have been doing "memory paintings" on topics 
such as the 4th of July, strawberries, pets and family 
members. For the pet paintings volunteers helped 
residents do simple origami dog or cat faces that were 
then painted.    
 
In each of the "memory painting" classes volunteers 
recorded the residents' stories about the pictures they had 
painted. Heritage Hall Activities Director, Amy Watkins, 
framed selected paintings and stories in frames donated 
by Emmanuel parishioners. Several of the residents were 
on hand the evening of the show to enjoy refreshments 
provided by the Cape Charles Coffee House and to see 
their works on display. A silent auction was held and 
proceeds were donated to the Alzheimer's Association on 
October 4 when Heritage Hall staff participated in the 
Walk to End Alzheimer's held in Nassawadox.  
 
 

Bringing clean water to a remote 
village in Haiti 
By Paul Clancy, Christ & St. Luke’s, Norfolk 

 
The congregation of Christ 
& St. Luke's, Norfolk, 
recently experienced the 
first outpouring of clear, 
cool water from deep 
within the earth at a 
remote village in Haiti. It 
was the culmination of a 
long fund-raising journey 
that began more than a 
year ago. Caring for 
Creation, a group within 
the church dedicated to 
improving water quality, 
raised $15,000 to dig a 
new water well in Yayou 

where residents once walked more than two miles to a 
muddy stream for their water. 
  

"C4C" worked with Haiti Outreach, a respected group that 
digs an average of 50 wells a year in that impoverished 
but beautiful country. After a delay of more than six 
months because of stubborn rock that defied aging drill 
rigs, the diggers struck water in August. It was cause for a 
joyous celebration that took place in mid-September and 
three members of the church were there. 
  
Villagers put on quite a show, dancing and singing and, 
finally, cheering as water gushed out of the well for the 
first time. Three members of Christ & St. Luke's were 
there to witness the event, taking still and moving pictures 
that have been combined in a video hat captures the 
experience.  Watch it at http://bit.ly/1zkiETd. 
  
Christ & St. Luke's would like to partner with other 
churches in digging more wells in Haiti. If interested, call 
or text Paul Clancy at 757-805-2703. 
 
 

Habitat House dedicated 
By Isabel Burch, Bruton Parish, Williamsburg 
 
On Monday, 
Nov. 10, a 
crowd of people 
joined in the 
dedication 
ceremony for 
five houses built 
by Habitat for 
Humanity and 
partners on 
Forest Heights 
Road off 
Richmond 
Road.  
  
One of the five was built by Bruton Parish in partnership 
with LifePointe Christian Church for Pamela Smith, a life-
long Williamsburg resident, and her daughter Markesha, a 
Warhill senior. Helping to build this house was a great 
outreach project for our 300

th
 Anniversary Celebration of 

the building of our current church. 
  
On our first day of work July 19, 35 Brutonians joined with 
members of LifePointe to raise the walls of the house.  
Since that time, volunteers from Bruton, including Bruton 
Builders, have worked on Wednesdays and Saturdays to 
complete the project, with parishioners bringing 
sandwiches and snacks to feed the workers.  
  
The house was completed ahead of schedule! 
  
In addition to giving a grant of $25,000 to Habitat for 
Humanity so that we could co-sponsor the house with 
LifePointe, many Bruton parishioners donated items or 
money to buy a number of things on Pam’s wish list, 
including a washer and dryer, dishwasher, microwave, 

Pamela Smith and her daughter Markesha 

with Isabel Burch. 
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and many household articles. We also presented her with 
gift cards to Walmart, Home Depot, Lowes and Bed, Bath 
and Beyond. 
  
Working with the members of LifePointe Christian Church 
was a wonderful experience for Brutonians. LifePointe 
members were extremely kind and helpful as we worked 
together to get the job done. 
  
Among the people celebrating at the dedication was a 
group from Bruton, many of whom had worked on the 
house. The Rev. Chris Epperson spoke at both the 
dedication and the ribbon cutting ceremony at Pamela 
Smith’s home.  
 
 

Presiding Bishop’s Christmas 
Message 2014 

 
The altar hanging at an 
English Advent service 
was made of midnight 
blue, with these words 
across its top:  “We 
thank you that 
darkness reminds us of 
light.”  Facing all who 
gathered there to give 

thanks were images of night creatures – a large moth, an 
owl, a badger, and a bat – cryptic and somewhat 
mysterious creatures that can only be encountered in the 
darkness. 
 
As light ebbs from the days and the skies of fall, many in 
the Northern Hemisphere associate dark with the spooks 
and skeletons of secular Hallowe’en celebrations.  That 
English church has reclaimed the connection between 
creator, creation, and the potential holiness of all that 
is.  It is a fitting reorientation toward the coming of One 
who has altered those relationships toward new 
possibilities for healing and redemption. 
 
Advent leads us into darkness and decreasing light.  Our 
bodies slow imperceptibly with shorter days and longer 
nights, and the merriness and frantic activity around us 
are often merely signs of eager hunger for light and 
healing and wholeness.  
 
The Incarnation, the coming of God among us in human 
flesh, happened in such a quiet and out of the way place 
that few noticed at first.  Yet the impact on human 
existence has been like a bolt of lightning that continues 
to grow and generate new life and fire in all who share 
that hunger. 
 
Jesus is among us like a flitting moth – will we notice his 
presence in the street-sleeper?  He pierces the dark like a 
silent, streaking owl seeking food for hungry and 
defenseless nestlings.  He will overturn this world’s unjust 

foundations like badgers undermining a crooked 
wall.  Like the bat’s sonar, his call comes to each one 
uniquely – have we heard his urgent “come and follow”?  
God is among us, and within us, and around us, 
encountering, nudging, loving, transforming the world and 
its creatures toward the glorious dream the shepherds 
announced so many years ago, toward the beloved 
community of prophetic dreams, and the nightwatch that 
proclaims “all is well, fear not, the Lord is here.”  
 
May Christ be born anew in you this Christmastide.  May 
his light burn in you, and may you labor to spread it in the 
darkness.  The people who walked in darkness have seen 
a great light, and it is the harbinger of peace for all 
creation. 
 
The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori 
Presiding Bishop and Primate, The Episcopal Church 
 
 

Presiding Bishop on the way 
forward from Ferguson 
 
"The Episcopal Church joins many others in deep lament 
over the tragic reality that continues to be revealed in 
Ferguson, Missouri. The racism in this nation is part of 
our foundation, and is not unique to one city or state or 
part of the country. All Americans live with the 
consequences of centuries of slavery, exploitation, and 
prejudice. That legacy continues to lead individuals to 
perceive threat from those who are seen as "other." The 
color of one's skin is often the most visible representation 
of what divides God's children one from another. 
  
Michael Brown's death was and is a tragedy, and has 
become a powerful witness to those divisions between 
human beings in this nation. His death also carries the 
potential to become a sacramental offering - if it continues 
to challenge us to address our divisions and the injustices 
in this nation that are far more than skin deep. 
  
This nation was founded with a vision for freedom, a 
vision that has required repeated challenges in order to 
move toward true liberty for all the people of this land. 
Christians understand the sacred vision of the Reign of 
God as a society of peace with justice for all. May the life 
and death of Michael Brown drive us toward reconciliation 
that will shake the foundations of this nation toward the 
justice for which we were all created. The Episcopal 
Church will continue to partner and push for racial 
reconciliation in Missouri and across this land. I ask you 
to stand with hands extended in love, to look for the 
image of God in every neighbor, and to offer yourself in 
vulnerability for the sake of reconciliation across this land. 
May we become instruments of God's peace and healing, 
made evident in communities of justice for all." 
  
The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori 
Presiding Bishop & Primate, The Episcopal Church  
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Give Chanco for Christmas! 
 
Camp 2015 dates are set and Camp Chanco makes a 
great Christmas gift!  Chanco on the James provides one 
week and two week residential camp sessions for boys 
and girls ages 8-18.  If arts and crafts, swimming, 
chaplain time, archery, zip lines, rock wall climbing, high 
and low ropes elements, bonfires, silly skits and songs, 
Eucharist in God’s great outdoors and time away from   

 
 
home to develop new friends and increased 
independence and confidence sounds good to you, then 
Camp Chanco may be just the right summer experience 
for your child!  Don’t delay – contact Executive Director 
Gareth Kalfas at director@chanco.org or 1-888-
7CHANCO for more information on any of our camp 
programs.   
 

News from Chanco on the James 
By Talley Banazek, Development/Marketing Coordinator, Chanco on the James 

Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts 
Schori will not seek re-election 
 
In a message to The Episcopal Church, Presiding Bishop 
Katharine Jefferts Schori announced that she will not stand 
for re-election at the 2015 General Convention. 
 
"I have spent many months in discernment about how I am 
being called to serve God's people and God's creation in 
this season. I have resisted the assumption by some that 
presiding bishops can only be elected to serve one term, 
knowing the depth of relational work and learning that is 
involved in this ministry. There is a tradeoff between the 
learning curve and the ability to lead more effectively as a 
result of developed relationships both within and beyond 
this Church. At the same time, I recognize that standing for 
election as Presiding Bishop carries the implicit expectation 
that one is ready to serve a full term. I do not at present 

believe I should serve and lead in this ministry for another 
nine years. 
  
I believe I can best serve this Church by opening the door 
for other bishops to more freely discern their own vocation 
to this ministry. I also believe that I can offer this Church 
stronger and clearer leadership in the coming year as we 
move toward that election and a whole-hearted engage-
ment with necessary structural reforms. I will continue to 
engage us in becoming a more fully diverse Church, 
spreading the gospel among all sorts and conditions of 
people, and wholeheartedly devoted to God's vision of a 
healed and restored Creation. 
  
I will continue in discernment about the ministry I may be 
called to in the coming years, but my present focus is and 
will remain on being the vigorous and faithful leader I be-
lieve I am called to be."  

mailto:director@chanco.org
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The Chanco Annual Fund Makes 
the Difference! 
 
We, in the Diocese of Southern Virginia are blessed 
beyond measure to have a place apart to host 
transformative retreats such as our diocesan youth 
retreats October Weekend, November Weekend and May 
Weekend; Happening and Cursillo along with parish and 
vestry retreats from throughout our diocese. We are 
blessed to have “a place that draws in people from both 
inside and outside our Church, giving us an opportunity to 
share with them God’s love as revealed in the beauty of 
creation.” (Excerpt from Bishop Hollerith’s vision for 
Chanco).  

 
However, the Chanco property needs are a very urgent 
reality.  With buildings that are over 26 years old there are 
roofing and other capital improvement needs that cannot 
be covered by guest and user fees alone.  Part of 
Chanco’s ministry is making the camp and conference 
center available to ALL persons, not just those that can 
afford an expensive camp session or retreat.  Therefore, 
we need you.  We need you to help us offer the 
scholarships we offer and to make the needed property 
improvements without increasing prices.  Please, 
consider a year-end gift to the Chanco Annual Fund 
today.   
  
As of December 4, 2014, Chanco is at 70% of its $70,000 
Annual Fund goal!  We need you!  Chanco depends on 
the generosity of its donors to continue to provide 
exceptional programming at reasonable costs.  Your 
generosity makes possible the improvements to our 
facilities and the scholarship funds we offer.  In 2014, the 
Annual fund made financial assistance possible for 

camper families 
(over $17,000 
awarded in 2014), 
helped with needed 
improvements such 
as repairs to zip 
lines and low ropes 
elements, helped 
us hire a stellar 
camp staff 
including an 
experienced Camp Director and an R.N. for the infirmary.   
  
We are striving for 100% participation from the parishes 
of our diocese in the 2013 Annual Fund.  If your parish 
has not yet made a donation to Chanco, please consider 
making your donation today and make the statement that 
“Chanco on the James is an important part of our diocese 
and a place where essential ministries such as Cursillo, 
EYC (Episcopal Youth Community) retreats, Happening, 
parish retreats and vestry retreats take place.  Chanco 
deserves our support.” 
  
 A former camper and current donor, Katy Barnes 
Ebersole shares, “There is a spirituality at Chanco like 
I’ve never experienced before.  Each summer, I try to help 
send a camper who may not financially be able to go on 
their own.  I’m absolutely sure my parents received 
financial support so I could attend Chanco for five 
summers.  And now it’s a joy to give back.”  Share Katy’s 
joy in giving back and support Chanco today!  With your 
help, we will reach and exceed our $70,000 Annual Fund 
goal by December 31, 2014!  Whether you are an 
individual or a parish, please prayerfully consider your 
support of Chanco with a donation to Chanco’s Annual 
Fund.  Checks may be made to Chanco on the James 
with Annual Fund in the memo line and mailed to Chanco 
at 394 Floods Drive, Spring Grove, VA 23881.  Easy on 
line donations may also be made on our website at 
www.chanco.org.   
 

News from Chanco on the James 
By Talley Banazek, Development/Marketing Coordinator, Chanco on the James 

http://www.chanco.org
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Experience being a cherished child 
of God at Cursillo #155 
 
“Let me look at you.”  Like a mother or father with children 
or a grandparent with their grandchildren, this phrase 
evokes feelings of being loved and cherished.  Our Rector 
of Cursillo #155 held this past October, Betty Schindler, of 
Emmanuel, Virginia Beach gathered the team in a group 
prior to the candidates arriving and opened with this 
phrase as she gazed on each of us.  The love in that 
statement!  The love we felt from Betty and among us as 
a group in that moment!  It was enormously powerful and 
became her “gathering phrase” of sorts throughout the 
weekend.  And I can safely say that the sense of being a 
cherished child of God was evoked in each of us in that 
moment and in many other God filled moments that 
continued throughout the weekend. 
  
If you are not familiar with Cursillo, it is it is a movement 
within the Episcopal Church and a method to help us 
grow closer to Jesus Christ. Cursillo is a three-day retreat 
for adults designed to welcome or strengthen faith-filled 
friendships, deepen faith in the Lord, learn new ways to 
live that faith, and cultivate Christian leaders striving for a 
life rooted in God and empowered by grace. The retreat 
was all those things and more when I experienced my 
own Cursillo in October 2013.  However, my experience 
serving on the team to provide this program to others was 
above and beyond anything I could have expected.  To 
witness others as they received the unconditional love, 
grace and service given to them over the course of the 
weekend and thus see God’s love in action was humbling 
and exhilarating all at once. 
  
In my opinion, if there is one takeaway from any Cursillo 
experience it is the absolute certain feeling, the absolute 
living experience of knowing beyond a shadow of a doubt, 
“I am unconditionally loved.  I am a cherished child of 
God.”  When my dear friend Kriston and I talk to potential 
candidates at our parish, Redeemer Episcopal, 
Midlothian, about considering Cursillo, this is the 
message that we share – that if you would like a weekend 
where you feel completely cherished and where you learn 
new tools for living your Christian life while making a new 
circle of friendship and support of fellow Christians who 
are also striving to “walk this walk”, then Cursillo is for 
you. I believe this is one of the greatest ways we can live 
our Christian life.  By sharing the good news with others.  
By making a personal, loving invitation to another to your 
church, to your youth group or bible study, to Cursillo, 
Happening, or a diocesan EYC retreat.   
What else did I learn at my last Cursillo weekend?  I 
learned that being a Christian is my first and foremost 
identify – before even a mother and a wife, a daughter or 

a friend.  I 
learned that 
being 
Christian is 
my identity 
and that love 
is the 
primary 
message in 
living out this 
identity – 
love for God 
first and others second.  I learned that we are all uplifted 
in Christian love.  I learned that there is nothing like being 
accepted unequivocally exactly as you are and exactly 
where you are.  I learned that once I have identified 
myself with this ideal of Christian love, it needs to be 
fueled to live it passionately.  And it needs to be passed 
on to others.  No, it begs to be passed on to others!  That 
was what Cursillo was for me – both as a candidate and 
as a team member – it was fuel.  It ignited a fire in me of 
new personal devotion on both an individual and group 
level to live as a Christian.  I learned that whether you 
come from Trinidad and Tobago, Maryland, Virginia or 
Florida, lay person or clergy, (we had candidates from all 
of these places!), that we all wanted to be cherished 
children of God and to share that love with others.  I 
learned that we are all on that same journey of how to live 
the ideal of love as a verb more perfectly. 
  
Being accepted exactly as we are where we are.  For 
some reason, this seemed to be a theme of Cursillo #155.  
There may be no better example of this than one of our 
Cursillo #155 candidates, Marty.  Marty came to us from 
St. Joseph’s Episcopal Church, Boynton Beach, Florida.   
He shared that many in his home church community had 
been telling him for quite some time that he needed to 
experience Cursillo, that his walk with Christ would be 
enriched by a Cursillo experience.  But, he shared that 
the Cursillo weekend schedule in his area did not fit with 
his schedule.  He indicated that if these friends could find 
a weekend that fit in his schedule, he would go – no 
matter where it might be!  He found us.  At the weekend 
closing, Marty stood up and shared what he learned 
about himself as a father and a Christian.  He thanked the 
community for the opportunity to be “just Marty” for the 
weekend.  And, then, he dropped the bombshell by 
sharing that it was especially a gift to be “just Marty” for a 
weekend because in reality he was Father Marty, Rector 
of St. Joseph’s, Boyton Beach, Florida. The group was 
shocked!  He was so humble!  He soaked in each and 
every talk of the weekend all the while taking notes just 
like the rest of us!  He was one of us.   
 

Continued on page 12 
 

News from Chanco on the James 
By Talley Banazek, Development/Marketing Coordinator, Chanco on the James 
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Visit the “Workshops, Training & 
Events”  and “Youth” pages of our 
website for even more upcoming 
events, www.diosova.org. 

______________________ 
  
Ridley Foundation Scholarship 
deadline—January 15. The Ridley 
Foundation board will meet in 
February to consider new applicants 
for the second semester. New 
applications and documents are due 
by January 15. Current recipients 
need to send their first semester 
transcript in order to receive the 
second half of their grant. Go to 
diosova for more information on the 
Ridley Foundation Scholarships.  
 
Stewardship Roundtable 
conversation - January 17, 9:30 to 
10:30 a.m., St. John's, Hampton. The 
Stewardship Focus Group of the 
diocesan Executive Board is once 
again hosting informal gatherings for 
parish wardens and stewardship/
finance chairs to share successes 
and challenges with our parish giving 
programs. Anyone interested in 

parish stewardship is invited and 
encouraged to attend. Please contact 
Bob Motley if you plan to attend the 
gathering at St. John's, 
bobmotley46@gmail.com. 
 
123rd Annual Council of the 
Diocese of Southern Virginia—
February 6-7, 2015, Williamsburg 
Lodge Convention Center, 
Williamsburg, VA. 
 
Happening #63—March 6-8, 2015, 
Chanco on the James. 
 
Cursillo Men's Weekend—April 9-
12, 2015, Chanco on the James. For 
more information and application go 
to www.cursillodsv.org. 
 
Cursillo Women's Weekend—April 
23-26, 2015, Chanco on the James. 
For more information and application 
go to www.cursillodsv.org. 
 
May Weekend—May 15-17, 2015, 
Chanco on the James. 
  
 

Pre-Council Meetings 

This is the list of Pre-Council 
Convocational meetings as of press 
time. Go to diosova.org for the most 
up-to-date list. 
 
Convocation 1 - TBA 
Convocation 2 - Sunday, January 25 
at 3 p.m. at Eastern Shore Chapel, 
Virginia Beach 
Convocation 3 - Sunday, January 25 
at 2 p.m. at St. Andrew's, Norfolk 
Convocation 4 - TBA 
Convocation 5 - Wednesday, January 
28 at 7:00 p.m. at Bruton Parish, 
Williamsburg 
Convocation 6 - Thursday, January 
22 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Stephen’s, 
Petersburg 
Convocation 7 - Tuesday, January 27 
at 7:00 p.m. at St. John's, Chester 
Convocation 8 - Saturday, January 
24 at 10 a.m. at Johns Memorial, 
Farmville 
Convocation 9 - TBA 

Calendar of Events 

Cursillo—continued from page 11 
 
Such a realization for me – that whether we are in our 30’s 
or 70’s, whether we are from our diocese or another, 
whether we are lay person or clergy, we all have something 
to learn.  We are all on a similar journey.  We are all 
growing in our love for God and each other.  And what a 
journey Marty is on.  We discovered after our Cursillo 
weekend that Marty is not just the priest of St. Joseph’s.  
He is The Rev. Canon Dr. Martin Zlatic, nominee to stand 
for election as bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Southeast Florida!  A potential bishop in our midst, who is 
one of us.  Just Marty. What a gift!  What a blessing! 

 
Even the challenges of our weekend became blessings.  
There was a slight misunderstanding between a candidate 
and a team member.  We feared how this would impact the 
weekend!  Why were we afraid?  God had it in the palm of 
His hand.  That misunderstanding became an opportunity – 
an opportunity to handle a challenge in a different way, to 
practice open communication, to practice forgiveness.  It 
was a blessing.  God’s hand was so clearly in the midst of 
it, as His spirit was in every moment of the weekend - 
lovingly taking care of everything.   

 
As the weekend was coming to a close, I found myself with 
a sadness that was reminiscent for me of leaving a youth 

group retreat at Chanco as a teenager.  I found myself 
reflecting, “I have to leave these friends!  We all live in 
different places!  The feeling here is so different than daily 
life at home!  How do I carry with it with me?”  The 
difference, I realized, is that Cursillo gives me the tools to 
carry it home.  It gives me Fourth Day, and Ultreyas, and 
Grouping.  I have a notebook full of things I’ve learned that 
I can incorporate in my daily life.  And it inspires me to 
share all of this with others.  My brothers and sisters in 
Christ, if we all “make a friend, be a friend, bring a friend to 
Christ”, then this can only grow.  And it can - it absolutely 
can and will - transform the world.  Thanks be to God. 
  
Many youth and adults have similar experiences on 
diocesan or parish retreats at Chanco on the James.  Don’t 
miss an opportunity to attend an already planned retreat or 
to schedule your own!  Conference Center space for 2015 
is filling quickly.  Contact the Chanco Administrator at 
hospitality@chanco.org or at 888-7CHANCO (888-724-
2626) today to schedule your retreat.  Visit 
www.cursillodsv.org for more information on Cursillo.  Visit 
www.diosova.org for more information on any diocesan 
youth retreat.  Visit www.chanco.org for more information 
on Camp Chanco, upcoming events, conference facilities 
and all the latest Chanco news.  Thank you and we look 
forward to seeing you on the banks of the James in 2015! 

mailto:bobmotley46@gmail.com
http://www.cursillodsv.org
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