
1 

On February 16, 2018, at the 126th Annual Council of 
Southern Virginia, Bishop Hollerith announced his 
retirement. On February 28, 2018, Bishop Todd Ousley, 
from the Presiding Bishop's Office of Pastoral 
Development who oversees the transition process for the 
Episcopal Church, met with the diocesan Standing 
Committee to outline the search and transition process. 
The Standing Committee, with The Rev. Conor Alexander 
as President, will oversee the search and transition 
process as Southern Virginia elects Bishop Hollerith's 
successor.  
  
During this time of transition, the Standing Committee has 
committed itself to regular updates to the Diocese. We 
hope that this will help you stay abreast of the 
developments in our Bishop Search process. Go to 
www.bit.ly/diosovabishop to find all communication from 
the Standing Committee and other information about the 
process. Please keep the Standing Committee, Bishop 
Hollerith, and the Diocese in your prayers. 
  

 We have contracted the services of The Rev. John 
Fritschner to be our search consultant and help lead 
us through this process of calling a new Bishop. 

 We have set up an application process through which 
clergy and lay communicants in good standing can 
submit their names to be on either the Search 
Committee or the Transition Committee. Applications 
are due by June 15 and are available at www.bit.ly/
diosovabishop. 

 We are working to call an Assisting Bishop during the 
time between Bishop Hollerith's retirement and our 
new bishop's installation. 

 We conducted a guided conversation at the Spring 
Clergy Day on considerations for the role and 
qualifications of our next Bishop. This is only the first 
step in a much larger conversation that will take place 
over the next one to two years. The questions are 
listed below, and we will determine a way to include 
laity in the conversation - dates and format to be 
determined. 

  
Questions from Clergy Day 
Please refer first to the service of Ordination of a Bishop 
in the Book of Common Prayer, specifically pages 517-
518. 

1. What is our missionary work (re: BCP p. 517) for 
the next 10 years? 

2. What qualities do we need from our Bishop? 
3. In year 2018 how does Bishop enlighten the 

minds and stir up the conscience of the people? 

4. What do you see as the biggest challenge the 
Bishop will face: finance; decreased membership; 
staff; clergy deployment; etc. 

5. What is our biggest opportunity for the next 
decade? 

6. What do you offer our Bishop and our diocese 
during the next decade? How will we support this 
person in their ministry? 

 
 
 

Get ready for General Convention 
with Southern Virginia’s blog 
 
The 79th General Convention of the Episcopal Church 
will convene in Austin, Texas July 5-13. Southern Virginia 
will be sending a deputation of clergy and lay people, 
along with Bishop Hollerith, to the triennial gathering.  
 
Go to our new blog, www.diosovagc2018.blogspot.com 
for news about General Convention before, during and 
after our time in Austin. In the weeks leading up to 
General Convention, we'll be posting information that will 
help you understand how General Convention works and 
its importance in the life of the Episcopal Church. While 
we're at General Convention, we'll use this site to post 
daily updates and photos.  
 
The Episcopal Church’s 
General Convention is 
held every three years to 
consider the legislative 
business of the 
church.  General 
Convention is the 
bicameral governing body 
of the Church, comprised 
of the House of Bishops, 
with upwards of 200 active 
and retired bishops, and 
the House of Deputies, 
with clergy and lay deputies elected from the 109 
dioceses and three regional areas of the Church, at more 
than 800 members. Between Conventions, the General 
Convention continues to work through its committees and 
commissions.  The Executive Council of the Episcopal 
Church carries out the programs and policies adopted by 
General Convention.  

Southern Virginia begins the search for a new bishop 

Go to our website to register for news by email, www.diosova.org.  Follow us on Facebook & Twitter. 
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Clergy transitions 

 
The Rev. Richard Budd left Christ the King, Tabb as 
interim rector on April 7 and began as interim rector at St. 
Stephen's, Newport News on April 15.     
 
The Rev. Tyler Montgomery left Bruton Parish, 
Williamsburg, in June, 2018. 
 
The Rev. Dr. Daniel Wade McClain began as Canterbury 
Chaplain at The College of William and Mary and Bruton 
Parish, Williamsburg on June 1, 2018. 
 
The Rev. Martin Bagay will begin as Interim Rector at the 
Churches of St. George's Parish (St. George's, 
Pungoteague and St. James', Accomac) on June 15, 
2018.  
 
 

CE-Net welcomes new co-chairs   
 
The Christian Education Network (CE-Net) is pleased to 
announce that Vicky Koch and Megan Dern are the new 
co-chairs of CE-Net. Vicky and Megan are both 
passionate about Christian formation and are looking 
forward to connecting with other Christian formation 
colleagues in the diocese. Vicky is the Director of 
Christian Education at St. Paul's, Norfolk 
vkoch@stpaulsnorfolk.org, 757-627-4353 ext. 23, and 
Megan is the Associate of Children and Youth at Church 
of the Good Shepherd in Norfolk, 
megan.dern@goodshepherdnorfolk.org,   970-381-4321.  
 
 

James Solomon Russell celebrated 
The Rev. Dr. Terrence Walker, All Saints and Trinity, 
South Hill 
 
The annual Feast of the Venerable Doctor James 
Solomon Russell was observed on Sunday, March 25, 
2018 at New Hope Baptist Church, the Rev. Dan Jarrell, 
pastor. Keynote speaker for the event was the Rev. 
Charles "Monty" Raney, Jr., pastor of Lake Gaston 
Christian Life Centre in Ebony. Raney, who grew up in 
Brunswick County, offered a frank assessment of the 
legal and societal barriers that Russell faced in his 
attempt to establish a comprehensive educational and 
training facility for African Americans in the Lawrenceville 
area and extolled the benefits to the local and world 
communities. What began as a basic education facility 
would grow from a junior college to a fully accredited four-
year college (Saint Paul's College, 1888-2013) with 
students from across the United States and around the 
world. 
  
Musical selections for the celebration were provided by 
the voices of the Lighthouse Singers of Lake Gaston 
Christian Life Center, under the direction of Mrs. Sheryl 

Baird and Mr. David Blount, and by guest soloist Ms. 
Megan Henry of First Baptist Church, South Boston, 
Virginia. 
  
Each year the James Solomon Russell Commemoration 
Committee adopts a project that highlights the far-
reaching nature of James Solomon Russell's service in 
Southern Virginia. This year the Committee chose to 
encourage the renovation of 139-year-old Ascension 
Episcopal Church in Palmer Springs, Virginia, the first of 
twenty churches founded by Russell. Per the instructions 
in the original deed to the Ascension property, when the 
land was no longer used for religious or educational 
purposes, ownership reverted to the James Solomon 
Russell family. Several members of the Russell family 
were present to receive the document from the Rev. Dr. 
Terrence Walker who served as the celebrant for the 
service.  
 
 

Travel to the National Cathedral 
Acolyte Festival with St. Peter's, 
Norfolk 
 
The National Acolyte Festival will be held Saturday, 
October 6 (10 a.m. to 3 p.m.) at the National Cathedral in 
Washington DC. St. Peter's, Norfolk, acolytes are excited 
to join acolytes from all over the United States as we 
gather for a re-dedication and worship celebration. We 
have secured a bus leaving from St. Peter's at 5:00 a.m. 
on October 6, and returning at approximately 7:30 p.m. 
We are inviting and encouraging acolytes and guests to 
travel with us to experience the festival. A cost of $25 per 
person for transportation to and from the festival is 
requested. Registration for the festival and lunch are not 
included and will be your responsibility. Seating is limited 
so respond by August 1 with your $25 check made out to 
St. Peter's with "Acolyte Festival 2018" on the memo line. 
More information on this will be coming. Questions? 
Contact Nancy Comfort at 757-480-0316 or 
comfort_1@cox.net.  
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New Heritage Center invites 
visitors into Bruton Parish's past 
and present 
Martha P. Easton, Bruton Parish, Williamsburg 

Bruton Parish, Williamsburg, unveils a new look at its past 
and present with its Heritage Center (located at 331 West 
Duke of Gloucester St.), recently dedicated in loving 
memory of Nancy W. Fogarty by the Rev. Christopher L. 
Epperson, rector. 
  
The Heritage Center is designed for welcome and 
education. Interpretive displays with text and photographs 
trace Bruton over time, from a Church of England parish 
in the colony of Virginia to a thriving 21st-century 
congregation of The Episcopal Church. Other subjects 
covered on colorful panels include notable visitors 
through the years, attending church in the 1770s, and 
parish life today. 
  
On view at the Center is the original iron weather vane, 
removed from atop the steeple in 2011 for conservation 
by Colonial Williamsburg. Beneath the weather vane is a 
display depicting the architectural evolution of the church 
building over three centuries, drawn from the work of 
historian Carl R. Lounsbury. A case for rotating display of 
some of the parish's symbols of faith stands on the back 
wall adjacent to St. Mary's Chapel.  
  
Another feature is information on access to digital 
versions of early parish records and memorial markers in 
the churchyard, newly placed on the church's website and 
made possible by the support of Don and Elaine Bogus of 
Williamsburg.  
  
The Heritage Center is designed to complement the 
experience provided by the Bruton Guides in the church. 
Both local residents and out of town visitors can uncover 
Bruton Parish's constant presence in Williamsburg, 
weathering the winds of change for nearly 350 years, and 
browse the inviting variety of merchandise in the Bruton 
Parish Shop. Shop proceeds have benefited mission and 
outreach since 1995.   
  

The Bruton Parish Shop and Heritage Center is open free
-of-charge Monday through Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. and Sunday 12 noon to 5:00 pm.  
 
 

Academy of Music at St. John’s, 
Hampton 
 
The new Academy of Music at St John's, Hampton, has 
three professional music teachers offering private music 
lessons in guitar, voice, piano and violin. Currently they 
are offering lessons to five retired veterans and would 
love to add more students to the schedule. The Academy 
is meeting on the second floor of the white building 
(Hoffman house) beside the church, where there is a 
beautiful studio for music. The St. John's Academy of 
Music is a partnership project of St. John’s music ministry 
and the Academy of Music located in Norfolk. St. John's 
invites you to explore this opportunity to nurture your 
musical ability with individual and group music instruction. 
Contact music director Deborah Carr at 
music@stjohnshampton.org for additional information and 
sign up to learn. Scholarships are available to those 
students who need help with funding.   
 
 

Campus ministry supports 
parishes 
The Rev. Elizabeth Felicetti, St. David’s, North 
Chesterfield 
 
Baptism, confirmation 
and reception were 
definitely a family affair 
at St. David's, 
Richmond, when 
Bishop Magness visited 
on April 29. Many of 
the eleven baptized, 
confirmed or received 
had connections to 
each other: a brother-in
-law and sister-in-law. 
A married couple. A 
father and son. And an 
entire family of three, 
the Bimmers! Richard 
Bimmer is a sophomore 
at James Madison 
University, and became 
involved in the Canterbury Club there. His enthusiasm 
was contagious, so his parents started attending St. 
David's a year ago. Richard and his dad Jeff were 
confirmed, and his mom Tricia was received. Many 
thanks to  Laura Lockey for her amazing Canterbury 
ministry! Supporting campus ministry supports parishes.  
 
 

The Bimmer Family with Bishop 

Magness and the Rev. Elizabeth 

Felicetti, rector of St. David's.  



4 

Mission to the Eastern Shore 
Mary Lynn Slough, Emmanuel, Virginia Beach 

Volunteers from Emmanuel, Virginia Beach, led by Carter 
Sinclair, a postulant for diaconal orders, participated in a 
parish mission trip to the Eastern Shore April 4-6. The 
group, working with diocesan Missioner for Latino 
Ministries Angelica Garcia-Randle, built three large 
(6'x72') raised vegetable beds for a community garden, 
an herb garden bed, and a compost bin on the grounds of 
St. George's, Pungoteague. The work crew moved 50 
tons of soil over three days to build the beds. Emmanuel 
also gifted a collection of men's work clothes, children's 
books, and school supplies to the families served by the 
Dos Santos ministry on the Eastern Shore. 
  
Emmanuel offers a heartfelt thank you to the parishes of 
Holy Trinity Church, Onacock and St. George's, 
Pungoteague for hosting the Emmanuel women and men, 
respectively, with meals and overnight accommodations. 
 
 

Interfaith Freedom Seder honors 
Martin Luther King 
Carol Vipavetz, St. Martin's, Williamsburg  
 
During the Lenten season, parishioners of St. Martin's, 
Williamsburg, shared food and camaraderie during 
Wednesday night Soup Dinners. The last shared supper, 
like Jesus' last meal with his disciples, was an Interfaith 
Freedom Seder held on March 28. The focus was to 
renew the wisdom of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. during 
Holy Week, Passover, and the 50th anniversary of Dr. 
King's death. 
 
Forty-nine years ago, Rabbi Arthur Waskow created the 
first Freedom Seder, a fusion of the traditional Passover 
celebration of the Exodus and "a new song of freedom of 
all human beings." St. Martin's hosted this Seder in the 
midst of Holy Week, with the struggles of our generation 
in mind, to remember, to learn, to pray and to witness Dr. 
King's dream of the Beloved Community.  
 
Rabbi David Katz, Reverend Lisa Green, and David 
Lustig, (St. Martin's participant in the original Seder) led 

the service. Candles were lit, readings were read, and 
songs were sung. Traditional Seder foods representing 
events during the service were shared. It was an evening 
that opened the eyes of all who participated to a different 
kind of celebration that called us all to prayer and peace.  
 
 

Seeds of Hope Grant helps funds 
garden irrigation  
The Rev. Wendy Wilkinson, Good Samaritan, Virginia 
Beach 

Good Samaritan, Virginia Beach, received a diocesan 
Seeds of Hope Grant for an irrigation system for our 
Community Garden. The garden, located at Good 
Samaritan, is the second largest in Virginia Beach. The 
produce goes to the local food pantry and to neighbors 
who come to weed and harvest during the growing 
season. Virginia Wesleyan University sponsors a Marlins 
Children's Garden in the spring and fall with assistance 
from Good Samaritan parishioners. Our parishioners with 
intellectual and physical challenges also enjoy working in 
the garden. A local irrigation company, Conserva 
Irrigation, heard about the Community Garden and 
offered to donate an irrigation system to Good Samaritan. 
So with the assistance of the grant and the donation of 
labor and parts from Conserva, the church received a 
state-of-the-art irrigation system, including a free yearly 
service agreement through Conserva. What a blessing 
God has given to the Lake Edwards Community of 
Virginia Beach with the help of the diocesan grant and 
Conserva Irrigation  
 
 

Get more news from  
Southern Virginia! 

 

Sign up for our weekly eNews at 
www.diosova.org.  
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Summer Sings at Christ & St. 
Luke's 
 
Join your friends this summer to sing through some of 
your favorite works with some of your favorite conductors 
and organists as Christ & St. Luke's, Norfolk, and the 
Center for Sacred Music at Virginia Wesleyan University 
present 4th-Thursday Summer Sings! 
  
Modeled after the area's popular Messiah Sing-a-long 
each December, summer singers will have an opportunity 
to learn a new work, sing an old favorite, practice sight-
reading, or work with a new conductor.  There's no 
"preparation," just come and enjoy!  Dress is casual and 
listeners are welcome. 
 
Summer Sing will be held at Christ & St. Luke's, 560 W. 
Olney Rd., Norfolk. Schedule: 6:30 to 7 p.m. check-in; 7 
to 7:45 p.m. rehearsal; 8 p.m. sing. Participation fee is 
$10 per person per sing, pay on site. To register email 
Sandi Billy, sbilly@vwu.edu, with your name, voice-part, 
dates to sing and if you'll bring your own score or need to 
borrow one.  
  
June 28 - Handel's Messiah, HWV 56 (parts II & III, 
selected choruses) Billye Brown Youmans, conductor; 
Kevin Kwan, organist 
  
July 26 -Mozart's Requiem in D minor, K.626 
Kevin Kwan, conductor; Brad Norris, organist 
  
August 23 - Mendelssohn's Elijah, Op.70  (selected 
choruses) Chuck Woodward, conductor; Stephen Cook, 
organist  
 
 

Pillows for Boys Home 
 
St. George's, 
Newport News, 
hosted a "bring a 
pillow to church 
day" one Sunday 
and collected 
over 60 pillows 
for Boys Home in 
Covington. In 
addition, two 
ladies from the 
church worked 
together to make over 80 handmade pillowcases, one for 
each of our students. The students were so happy to pick 
a pillowcase to call their very own. Volunteers from St. 
George's and Interim Rector the Rev. Kathleen Price 
recently delivered the pillows and cases to Boys Home. 
They are pictured here with Boys Home Executive 
Director Donnie E. Wheatley (kneeling).  
 

Parish Book Store partners with 
Dos Santos ministry 

The Parish Book Store, Virginia Beach, is partnering with 
Dos Santos ministry again this summer to provide bi-
lingual books to the Latino community on the Eastern 
Shore. Stop by Parish Book Store and choose a book (or 
books) from their bi-lingual selection to purchase and 
send to Dos Santos. Parish Book Store will deliver the 
books to them in August.  
 
In addition to a food pantry, Dos Santos runs an after 
school program that offers weekly tutoring for children 
from grades K through 5. Adult volunteers from St. 
James, St. George’s, as well as Holy Trinity, Onancock, 
offer snacks, homework help and academic mentorship to 
students from Accawmacke and Pungoteague 
Elementary Schools.  
 
Parish Book Store is located inside Eastern Shore Chapel 
at 2020 Laskin Road, Virginia Beach. For more 
information contact the store at 757-425-0114 or 
books@easternshorechapel.org.     
 
 

Chapel supplies needed for St. 
Michael's School 
  
St. Michael's School in Bon Air is re-uniting its lower 
school and middle campus starting this September. As 
such, they are looking for supplies to help with their 
weekly chapel services. Some items they are in need of 
are:  Acolyte Robes (sized for 5th to 8th grade students; 
Altar Table; Altar Cloths; Liturgical Banners; Cross that a 
5th to 8th grade student could carry.  
 
Please contact Christian Hansen at 
chansen@stmschool.net if you have any of these items or 
similar items that you might be able to donate. If donating 
is not an option, please contact Christian to possibly 
make other arrangements.  
 

Diocesan Missioner for Latino Ministries Angelica Garcia-Randle with 
Dos Santos students.  
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St. John’s is lead partner in 
Hampton Habitat house 
 
St. John's, Hampton, is the lead partner in a Habitat for 
Humanity home to be built on Union Street in Hampton. 
They will be working with First Baptist and First 
Presbyterian Churches of Hampton. A groundbreaking 
ceremony for the new home was held on May 30.             

L to R: The Rev. Samantha Vincent-Alexander, rector of 
St. John's; the Rev. Dr. Joan Parrott of First Baptist 
Church; Vicki Lane, homebuyer; the Rev. Cynthia Higgins 
of First Presbyterian Church; and Cathy McQuade, 
Habitat Board President.  
 
 

St. Stephen’s partners with city 
and university for Sci-Tastic 
Summer Camp 
 
St. Stephen's, Petersburg, is excited to welcome back the 
Sci-Tastic (Science is Fantastic!) Camp, a fun summer 
educational adventure for rising 4th and 5th graders. This 
is the fourth year for the free science camp which is a 
partnership between Virginia State University and 
Petersburg Parks and Leisure Services. During the three-
week camp, the church parish hall is transformed into 
vibrant classroom laboratories for forty junior scientists. 
Each week, campers will witness science come alive 
through exciting hands-on investigations in physics, 
engineering, and biology, and fun, educational field trips.  
  
The camp will be held Mondays through Thursdays, July 
2 through 19, in the parish hall of St. Stephen's. 
Registration, which is limited to 40 students and closes 
June 12, is on a first-come, first-serve basis. For more 
information contact Dr. Trina Spencer, tspencer@vsu.edu 
or 804-524-6165.  
 

Free Summer Music Camp for kids 
in grades 2-8 
 
Eastern Shore Chapel, Virginia Beach, is once again 
offering Summer Music Camp for rising 2nd through 8th 
graders. The camp features the Royal School of Church 
Music Voice for Life training program and will be held 
Monday, August 6 through Friday, August 10, 9 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. and Sunday, August 12, 9:15 to 11:30 a.m. In 
addition to the Voice for Life training program, the camp 
includes choral singing, games, handbell training, and 
presentations by guest musicians. Contact Dr. Martin 
Sunderland, 757-428-6763 or 
msunderland@easternshorechapel.org for a camp 
brochure. 
 
 

Making prom special at Jackson-
Feild 
 
At high schools across the country, May means "Prom," 
and Jackson Feild's Gwaltney School is no exception. 
Each year well in advance of prom, Tod Balsbaugh and 
Jackson-Feild's Office of Advancement reaches out to 
donors and community partners to literally outfit the boys 
and girls on campus for this special event. 
 
The Short Pump Rotary Club recently conducted a Blue 
Blazer Drive and collected enough very-gently-used 
blazers for every high school boy on campus. Balsbaugh 
was honored to attend the club's April meeting and 
receive this generous donation. 
 
Since 2006, the 
Fairy Godmother 
Program at The 
Collegiate School 
in Richmond has 
been providing 
prom dresses, 
shoes, accessories 
and an on-campus 
personal shopping event for the girls at Jackson-Feild. 
Over the years, more than 400 girls have experienced the 
fun and excitement of choosing a dress and accessories 
for prom. 
 
This year's prom at Jackson-Feild was held on May 18 
and featured a new special event. Members of Jackson-
Feild's Young Professionals Organization hosted a 
special pre-prom dinner to help make the evening a night 
the boys and girls will remember for life. 
 
Jackson-Feild Behavioral Health Services treats children 
with severe mental health and/or substance use 
disorders. If your child needs help, don't hesitate to call 
434-634-3217. 
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Boys Home students join Galilee 
on Uganda mission 
 
Boys Home is excited 
that three students 
are preparing for the 
opportunity to 
participate in a 
summer mission trip 
to Uganda in July. 
The students, plus 
two staff members, 
will be in Uganda for 
two weeks installing 
solar lights at an 
orphanage. Galilee, 
Virginia Beach, is 
organizing the trip. 
When asked, the 
students said they are most excited to meet new people 
and to have the opportunity to help others. They also 
spoke of their upcoming opportunity to teach a Bible class 
to the children in Uganda. The students explained that 
they are each responsible for teaching their very own 
study and are working hard to prepare Bible lessons for 
the children.  
 
 

Help Jackson-Feild purchase a  
new van 
 
Jackson-Feild Behavioral Health Services is in desperate 
need of a van to transport students from campus to 
appointments in the community. They are trying to buy a 
2017 van to replace their 2010 van which has over 
207,000 miles on it. Jackson-Feild needs reliable 
transportation to support their twenty-four hour a day, 
seven days a week, 365 days a year operation.   
  
The mission of Jackson-Feild Behavior Health Services is 
to provide high quality, evidence-based psychiatric, 
residential, education and recovery treatment services for 
children who suffer from severe emotional trauma, mental 
illness and/or substance use disorders.  Their rural 
location is ideal for a behavioral health program as it 
discourages runaways and all but eliminates negative 
influences so that residents may focus on their disorders, 
come to understand them, and learn how to manage 
them.   
 
If you would like to contribute toward the purchasing of 
this new van, you may mail your check to the Diocesan 
Office (11827 Canon Blvd., Suite 101, Newport News, VA 
23606) and be sure to note "Jackson-Feild van" on the 
check memo line. You may also mail your check directly 
to Jackson Feild at 4905 Dickens Road, Suite 202, 
Richmond, VA 23230.  

Presiding Bishop's royal wedding 
sermon draws global praise, 
boosts Episcopal evangelism 
David Paulsen, Episcopal News Service 
  
It's never polite to upstage the newlyweds, but when 
the royal couple invited Presiding Bishop Michael 
Curry to deliver the 
sermon at their wedding 
on May 19, they surely 
knew that the leader of 
the Episcopal Church 
was bound to generate 
headlines of his own. 
 
"The surprise star of 
Harry and Meghan's 
wedding" is how the 
Washington Post's headline described Curry. Canada's 
CBC called it the "highlight" of the royal wedding. The 
New York Times described it as a "searing, soaring" 
sermon about the power of love. The sermon even caught 
the attention of NBC's "Saturday Night Live," which 
dressed up cast member Kenan Thompson as Curry for a 
short parody during the "Weekend Update" sketch on 
May 19. 
  
The sermon itself never strayed far from the theme of 
love, even as Curry incorporated references to both the 
Old Testament and the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., as 
well as black spirituals. Many also noted his emphasis on 
applying the Christian faith and Jesus' teachings to 
contemporary social justice issues, part of what Curry 
often calls the "Jesus Movement." Curry didn't shy away 
from such issues in his sermon, asking those gathered to 
"imagine a world where love is the way."  
 
 

Take advantage of these 
evangelism resources 
 
Evangelism Matters conference video 
Evangelism Matters, an Episcopal evangelism 
conference, was held March 15-17. Videos of conference 
speakers are available online at evangelismmatters.org. 
Evangelism Matters is ideal for congregational discussion, 
adult forums, youth groups, and other gatherings.   
 
Episcopal Evangelism Toolkit 
A new, comprehensive Episcopal Evangelism Toolkit is 
available online for congregations, dioceses, groups, and 
individuals to explore Evangelism. The toolkit is available 
at www.episcopalchurch.org/evangelism-toolkit. The 
Episcopal Evangelism Toolkit is ideal for educational 
purposes, leadership development, faith formation, adult 
forums, and youth groups.   

 

Students going to Uganda this 
summer, L to R: Nickolas 
Schwartz, Christian Bass, Evans 
Weber 



8 

 

ECW Annual Spring Meeting 
Briefs  
 
Province III ECW and Synod Meetings 
ECW Diocesan President, Helen Sharpe-Williams, and 
First Vice President, Laura L. Manigault attended the 
Province III ECW 99

th
 Annual Meeting May 6 and 7 in 

Martinsburg West VA.  The theme:  Women of Faith 
Sharing the Word:  Every Day, Communicamos, Every 
Where.  The meeting opened with Eucharist and a 
welcoming dinner followed by the diocesan presidents 
meeting.  “We shared our ideas and suggestions to 
improve the ECW and discussed problems and possible 
solutions,” Helen said. “On the morning of May 7

th
 we 

were in joint sessions with Province III Synod:  speakers 
were Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, Rev. Kay Jennings 
& other national church staff.”   National President, Lisa 
Towle, spoke to the group concerning the upcoming 
Triennial Conference in Austin Texas.  She explained 
some of the issues that will be presented during the 
conference.  She encouraged all delegates to refresh 
themselves on the Bylaws and proposed changed. Visit 
the Province III website for more in depth information 
about the Synod meeting: www.province3.org 

 
ECW Triennial 2018 Delegates  
The 49

th
 ECW 

Triennial, July 5 – 
11, in Austin, Texas 
draws near. Helen 
Sharpe-Williams, 
ECW President; 
Deborah Austin, 
Church Periodical 
Club Chair, Ronda 
Toll, United Thank 
Offering 
Coordinator; and Nancy Sands, Past President are 
looking forward to representing the Diocese of Southern 
Virginia at the ECW Triennial 2018.  Deborah Austin, 
Southern Virginia’s Women of the Year,  will be 
recognized at the ECW’s Distinguished Women Luncheon 
July 8.  
 
Love Gifts Presented to Boys Home and Jackson-
Feild Graduates 
Christ Episcopal Church in Danville VA provided $700.00 
for the God Bless the Children - Love Gifts ($100) to the 
seven young men graduates from the Boy Home.  These 
gifts were presented by past President Nancy Sands to 

the young men of the Boys Home May 11, 2018. The 
ECW will also  provide Love Gifts for the young men and 
women graduates of the Jackson-Feild Homes- Gwaltney 
School.  
 
ECW Will Zoom in September 
When the ECW Diocesan Board meets in September, 
they won’t have to leave their homes.  President, Helen 
Sharpe-Williams, is working with Ann Turner, diocesan 
communication officer, to hold the meeting via Zoom. 
Zoom is the leader in modern enterprise video 
communications, with an easy, reliable cloud platform for 
video and audio conferencing, chat, and webinars across 
mobile, desktop, and room systems Whether you use a 
computer, phone or tablet to join the meeting, you just 
need to  make sure your device has video capability and 
microphone enabled. Zoom is very user-friendly and you 
do NOT need a Zoom account to participate. Watch for 
your invitation to Zoom.  
 
 

Boys Home grads receive gifts, 
scholarships from Southern 
Virginia's ECW  
 
Nancy Sands, 
former president of 
the diocesan ECW, 
traveled from 
Danville 
representing the 
Episcopal Church 
Women of 
Southern Virginia at 
the Boys Home 
Awards Banquet on 
May 11. She 
awarded each of 
the Boys Home 
graduating seniors 
with a gift in the 
amount of $100. The Episcopal Church Women of 
Southern Virginia also presented $1,000 scholarships to 
two students planning to attend Dabney S. Lancaster 
Community College. Shama Baggott and Alvin Biggs 
were the recipients of those awards. Alvin plans 
to pursue General Studies. Shama will study Information 
Systems Technology. 
 
 

News from the Episcopal Church Women  

L to R: Left to right: Alvin Biggs, Nancy 
Sands, Shama Baggott  
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Leslie Ludwig – A Survivor - 
Speaks at Annual Spring Meeting 
 
The ECW Annual 
Spring Meeting was 
held at St. Francis 
Episcopal Church in 
Virginia Beach. Many 
thanks to St. Francis 
ECW for hosting the 
meeting May 19. 
Prayer and Worship 
Chair, Ann Allen, led a 
prayer based on John 
17 to open the 
meeting.  President, 
Helen Sharpe-Williams, conducted  the business meeting. 
For more information see the Annual Meeting Business 
Briefs.   Then Helen introduced the Leslie Ludwig, the 
guest speaker, a survivor of domestic abuse.   
 
One of the ways survivors of abuse can “Love Thy 
Neighbor” is to share their experience and their search for 
help.  That afternoon Leslie shared her story of survival 
and recovery. “I want to let everyone know what God’s 
power has done in my life,” she said.   
 
Twenty years ago, Leslie’s world fell apart. A victim of 
rape at age 13, she was so disillusioned by the justice 
system and her parents and friends abandonment, she 
tried to take her own life. After hospitalization, she began 
running away until her mother charged her with criminal 
action. She became part of the juvenile system and finally 
found her way to Jackson-Feild and recovery. 
  
Leslie recalled that one of the Jackson-Feild teachers 
brought a guitar to class and they would run through a 
variety of popular tunes. “Eric Clapton’s song ‘Tears in 
Heaven’ reminds me that God is with me, “Leslie said, 
“and that I’ll find my way through night and day.” Through 
the music Leslie felt safe and began to trust again.  
Thanks to Jackson-Feild she feels good about herself. 
She is married. She and her husband have one son.   
 
Today, Leslie  describes her recovery like the mythological 
Phoenix and has started the Phoenix Gates Foundation 
with the motto “From the Ashes We Rise.” For more 
information go to www.info@phoenixgatesfoundation.org.    
Leslie also started a free mobile ministry last December 
featuring Contemporary Christian music for youth called 
Club J3-16. She and her friends perform at Jackson-Feild 
once a month.  To book Leslie to speak or provide a 

musical evening call 757-556-2686 or email her at 
info@phoenixgatesfoundation.org or 
clubj316@gmail.com.  
 
 

ECW Awards Over $19,000 in 
Scholarships 
 
The Diocesan ECW Student Work Chair, Tia Morings, 
reports the following high school graduates in five 
convocations from Danville to Virginia Beach received 
Elise Holladay Scholarship awards from $544 to $1,000 
this year. Shama Baggott, Boys Home of Virginia; Alvin 
Biggs, Boys Home of Virginia; Haley Jane Brown, Eastern 
Shore Chapel, Virginia Beach; Ragan Lane Currin, St. 
Paul’s,  Norfolk; Andrew R. Curtis, St. Paul’s,  Norfolk; 
Brigit Davidson, St. Andrew’s, Norfolk; Audre’ana J. Ellis, 
St. Andrew’s, Newport News; Adaisha D. George, Grace, 
Norfolk; Kayleigh J. Hall, Christ, Danville; Thomas 
Hennessy, St. Paul’s, Norfolk; Hunter Kahler, Christ & St. 
Luke’s, Norfolk; Jarrett Messick, Trinity, South Boston;  
Ella K. Thomas, St. Luke’s, Powhatan; Margaret Hope 
West, St. Andrew’s,  Norfolk; and Hayley E. White, St. 
Andrew’s, Norfolk.  
 
The scholarships are funded by the Flora A. Penick fund 
and by donations made by women of the church to The 
Book Remembrance and the Elise Holladay Scholarship 
Fund. 
 
Also, the following men and women who are continuing 
their education in accredited Episcopal Church training 
schools received $2,000 scholarships from the Tucker 
Memorial Scholarship Fund established by Episcopal 
Church Women in 1925 as a memorial to the late Beverly 
Dandridge Tucker, Bishop of Southern Virginia from 1906 
to 1930.   Frederick Walker, St. James, Portsmouth, 
Wesley Theological Seminary; Emily Zimbrick-Rogers, 
Christ & St. Luke’s, Norfolk, University of the South; 
Charles Zimbrick-Rogers, Christ & St. Luke’s, Norfolk, 
University of the South and Pilirani Glory Ilepele, Trinity,  
Portsmouth, Holy Family College of Nursing.  
 

Helen Sharpe-Williams, ECW Dioc-
esan President, (L.) and Leslie Lud-
wig, guest speaker at the ECW 
Annual Spring Meeting May 19.  

News from the Episcopal Church Women 

Diocese of Southern 
Virginia is now on 
Instagram! Follow us  

@Diosova 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001jCvu3EeAGQ2Absqiol7GsutzZUx0cYakHht0JCQp-E5t94EJkqXEjw0TNVaVgjQpmtzA9StwXPLOX0xpF3CzUM9UEoqcV8ij3MiC80CXGYAtblxS8CIpkV-YdHlzCrg9C04y2S1GawuVU2n_y5BBDQytIi4g310zPwo3Ym7xNvJEcQW1CijkqYnUydoMWN4M&c=g2QmN-FRAcN_VdewXnVVuBKXajrIFpA60
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News from the Episcopal Church Women 

 

A Heart-felt Thank You From UTO  
Ronda Toll, United Thank Offering Coordinator  
 
The ECW sends out a heart-felt “thank you” to everyone 
who donated to the United Thank Offering in 2017. A total 
of $31,154.78 was collected for UTO in 2017. In the 
Spring $26,890.98 was collected and $4,263.80 was 
collected in the Fall.  Here’s more happy news—donations 
for 2018 are already strong! Final numbers for the April 
Ingathering are being tabulated and $959.97 was 
collected in the Blue Boxes at February’s Annual Council 
in Williamsburg. This number is up from last year! Again, 
thank you.  
 
Donations collected for UTO throughout the Diocese may 
be mailed to Ronda Toll, UTO Coordinator, 42 Cherbourg 
Drive, Newport News, VA  23606. Contact Ronda at 757-
869-8873 or rtoll@cox.net with any questions or requests 
for UTO materials. 2018 donations will be collected until 
December 10, 2018.  
 
The National UTO Board has created a simple prayer 
(memorable and easy enough for children to recite) that 
can be said when making an offering in a Blue Box.  
Almighty God, I give you praise for blessing me in many 
ways. Create in me a grateful heart and with this gift, a 
blessing start. Amen. 
 
 

UTO News From the Province  
Joyce E. Haines, Province III UTO Representative 
 
Everything is focused on Triennial, July 5-11 in Austin, 
Texas. After much delay, the United Thank Offering 
Ingathering date was finally announced: “The Ingathering 
will take place during the 5:45-7 p.m. worship service on 
Friday, July 6, 2018." During the service, two triennium 
(2015-2017) amounts will be revealed: the total amount 
each province collected and the amount each diocese in 
the province collected. Each diocesan coordinator will 
place a ceremonial check in the basket for the amount her 
diocese collected during Ingatherings. Our diocesan 
coordinator is Ronda Toll. 
 
The National Board of Episcopal Church Women and the 
National Board of United Thank Offering have published 
their event schedules. Go to generalconvention.org for 
information about General Convention—schedules, 
orientation materials, reports, budgets, etc. 
www.ecwnational.org/triennial-meeting-2018/  is the same 
for ECW’s Triennial meeting. 

 

Goal for Congo PIRD Project met 
Susan Broaddus, Convener of W2W4 Congo 
 
Women-to-Women for Congo has met its goal of $5,125 to 
support 15 young girls and women as they re-invent their 
lives after suffering from gender-based violence. Some 
have chosen vocational training, others to finish their 
schooling. Recently we received a gift for a sixteenth 
person and another for a treadle sewing machine for the 
tailoring workshop. 
 
Although we started with 15, there are always others who 
can benefit. In March, 2018 fighting near the Uganda 
border caused masses of internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) to run to safety. We have raised almost $3,000 to 
help the church give relief aid to some of the IDPs. Many 
other aid agencies and churches have been active serving 
the thousands of persons who suddenly lost their families, 
homes and possessions, and flooded into the town of 
Bunia.    
 
It’s never enough. 
Bunia has about 
100,000 IDPs but in 
this huge central 
African country, the 
World Food 
Programme says 
there are 4.5 million 
IDPs, 4.6 million 
children acutely 
malnourished and 2.2 
million suffering from 
severe acute 
malnutrition.  Although 
about 600 people in Bunia were recently provided with 
transportation by the local government to return to their 
homes, they returned because their villages are still very 
unsafe. The UN provides white and blue tarps. They need 
food, clothing, mattresses, and HOPE! They need our 
prayers. We are asking individuals, small groups, ECWs, 
and outreach committees for gifts of $250, but any amount 
will go a long way. Make checks payable to ECW and 
send to Susan Broaddus, 1323 Lafayette Blvd., #1, 
Norfolk, VA 23509. Indicate if it is designated for relief 
work or to support an individual. 
 
Women-to-Women for Congo is a group of women from 
several parishes meeting monthly for the purpose of 
supporting our Anglican Church in the DR Congo. Won’t 
you join us? Contact Susan Broaddus for information, 
broaddussusan@aol.com. 

Tent city in Bunia, Ituri, DR Congo. 
Sometimes eight people live in a two-
meter square shelter. 
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By Talley Sale Banazek, Development/Marketing 
Coordinator, Chanco on the James 
 
What an incredible celebration of 50 years we shared 
together at Chanco’s Golden Anniversary Weekend May 4
-6. With over 200 friends joining us from all over the 
country and countless others there in spirit, the entire 
weekend was certainly filled with the Chanco spirit of 
friends both present and from afar. 
 
You can only imagine the anxiety of the 50

th
 planning 

committee over the forecast as late as the Thursday 
before our weekend calling for 90% rain and 
thunderstorms for Saturday AND Sunday! With most of 
the weekend activities occurring outdoors in the magical 
forests, the pool and on the river, we rushed to buy 200 
ponchos, made rain plan B plans and then prayed 
knowing God would be with us come rain or shine. 
However, not a rain drop fell. Divine. In fact, there was a 
photo taken of cloud coverings over us in the shape of a 
cross during the weekend. And that is exactly how it felt – 
the Holy Spirit above us, within us and among us 
throughout the weekend.  
 
Friends from all decades of Chanco’s ministry including a 
few from the 1960’s and a large crowd from the 70’s and 
every decade after up to our recent 2018 campers with 
their families. All joined us for a weekend of fantastic 
camp activities including a luau by the pool; a bonfire with 
skits and songs; sailing, paddle boarding, kayaking, 
archery, and high and low ropes adventures. We enjoyed 
an evening program celebrating all the ministries of 
Chanco including EYC, Happening, Cursillo and Indian 
Night. Former camp program directors took the main 
Indian Night roles with impressive talent (and memory)! 
Each ministry of Chanco shared items for a time capsule 
to be opened at our 75

th
 anniversary and we enjoyed 

awesome live music by The Fat Catz afterwards. One 
thing I heard often throughout the weekend as old friends 
re-connected and new friends were made was the fact 

that these friendships never diminish even though 20 or 
more years may have passed. Several recent friends to 
Chanco shared discovering new, close friendships during 
the weekend – it didn’t appear to matter whether they had 
ever attended camp or a retreat together. There is 
inarguably something quite magical and unexplainable 
about the strength and depth of Chanco friendships.  
 
The Chanco staff did an amazing job taking care of our 
guest arrivals at all times during the weekend; making 
sure everyone had their room key or campsite assignment 
and welcome bag; fetching whatever was needed for our 
guests; and a huge shout out to Chef Rafael and his team 
for absolutely incredible food all weekend long. Special 
thanks is also extended to the Chanco Board, the 
sponsors of the weekend including Ware Insurance, the 
Camp Chanco Alumni Association and CCS Fundraising 
firm. Enormous thanks to the 50

th
 anniversary planning 

committee and especially the Committee Chair, Mrs. Toni 
Hogg, for working tirelessly for a year to make certain this 
weekend was extra special.  
 

Continued on page 12 

Welcoming our friends back to the 
woods to celebrate 50 years 

Alumni from the 1960s return to celebrate the 50th anniversary. 
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Celebrating 50 years, continued from page 11 
 
There are not enough words of gratitude for our Executive 
Director, Gareth Kalfas, and Director of Programs, Nathan 
Hoyt, for their tireless and extensive work all the months 
before and certainly during the weekend to ensure our 
celebration was golden in every sense of the word.  
 
The Eucharist, BBQ lunch and program on Sunday was 
the culmination of our weekend together. Eucharist was 
celebrated by our bishop, the Rt. Rev. Holly Hollerith, 
along with the Rev. Eileen Walsh and contained fantastic 
live music including an amazing song written especially for 
Chanco’s 50

th
 Anniversary by the Fourth Day Band. The 

homily by the Rev. Bill Taylor beautifully captured the 
friendship, love and spirit of Chanco. During our lunch 
together on the bluff our program continued and was 
emceed by Mr. Barry Higginbotham. Our Chanco Capital 
Campaign Chair, the Rev. David Davenport, shared 
remarks about Chanco’s past and future and I, as 
Chanco’s Development Director, reflected on our shared 
past and gave an update on our campaign to ensure 
Chanco’s future. Chanco announced the Diocesan 
Executive Board’s generous $500,000 lead gift to our 
campaign resulting in our new dining hall being named 
after our bishop, “Hollerith Hall”. We presented our bishop 
with a commemorative key to Chanco in his honor. Most 
importantly, we as Chanco friends spanning 50 years 
shared in music, worship, stories, celebration and 
Eucharist together on the bluff and the Holy Spirit was 
most certainly present among us. 
 
For many of us who attended the weekend, returning 
home was a bit of a letdown. There were certainly feelings 
of disappointment that it was over; but even more 
importantly, there was an enormous sense of gratitude 
that it happened. Enjoying kayaking on the James River; 
re-connecting with old friends and feeling as though no 
time had passed; meeting new ones;  enjoying the bonfire; 
singing songs and participating in skits that span decades 
of camp; witnessing a special program celebrating all 
aspects of Chanco’s ministry over 50 years; and 
celebrating Eucharist with 220 Chanco friends who are 
family was simply pure joy. Thank you. Thank you for 
being there. Thank you for driving extensive distances and 
taking time out of your busy lives to celebrate with us. 
Thank you for holding Chanco close to your heart whether 
you visited last year or hadn’t been to Chanco in 30 or 
more years! And heartfelt thanks to all of you – those who 
could be present and those who were with us in spirit - for 
being a part of Chanco’s past and continuing to be an 
important part of its future. For YOU are the spirit of 
Chanco. Chanco is most certainly the Son Shine in you. 
 

Camp Chanco - Register today for 
the memories of a lifetime 
 
Every summer, more and more young people find their 
“second home” at Camp Chanco. Chanco on the James 
has run continuously for 50 years and is one of the 
longest running summer camps on the East Coast. 
Beyond this, Chanco is a tradition for many families with 
generations of campers returning summer after summer. 
Every year, new campers are also introduced to Camp 
Chanco and quickly fall in love with the place, the 
activities, and most of all, the people.  Do not miss an 
opportunity to spend a week or two at Camp Chanco and 
make friends and memories that will last a lifetime. 
 
Chanco offers one and two-week sessions for campers 
ages 8-18 along with Family Camp for all ages. NEW this 
summer is Session Five, a high school week in August for 
those who have completed grades 9-12. All sessions 
include fantastic outdoor activities such as paddle 
boarding, rock wall climbing, kayaking, archery, arts and 
crafts, games, skits, bonfires and more! Most importantly, 
your child is challenged to try new things and is able to 
simply be themselves unplugged, outdoors and in a 
supportive Christian community with fantastic role models 
in our young adult counselors. Hurry! Space is filling 
quickly. Visit www.chanco.org for more information and 
easy on line registration.  Questions? Contact us at 
hospitality@chanco.org or 888-7CHANCO (888-724-
2626).  We can’t wait to welcome you home this summer 
to the banks of the James where “friends are friends 
forever”! 

Chanco on the James 
Diocesan Camp and Conference Center in Surry, Virginia 
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For more upcoming events, visit 
www.diosova.org. 

______________________ 
 
 
79th General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church: July 5-13, 2018, 
Austin Convention Center, Austin, 
TX. www.generalconvention.org for 
more info.  
 
National Acolyte Festival - October 
8, National Cathedral, Washington 
DC. Join acolytes from across the 
United States for a morning service of 
re-dedication and Holy Eucharist. 
Workshops in the afternoon offer 
enrichment and instruction. Go to 
www.cathedral.org for info and 
registration.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Safe Church training 

Go to www.diosova.org for 
information and registration. Online 
training is also available. 
 

 September 8, 2018 – Ascension, 
Norfolk  

 September 22, 2018 – St. 
Andrew’s, Newport News  

 October 13, 2018 – St. Aidan’s, 
Virginia Beach  

 October 27, 2018 – St. Matthias’, 
Midlothian 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pilgrimages 
 

Holy Land for Advent 2018 

St. John's, Portsmouth, is pleased to 
announce our next international 

pilgrimage opportunity, Walking in 

the Footsteps of Jesus, from 
November 29 to December 9, 2018. 

This pilgrimage is open to anyone 
who desires to take this journey but 

is limited to a total group size of 17-
30. Is God calling you to join this 

group? Cost from the Norfolk airport 

for this 11-day spiritual adventure 
(including all expenses and two meals 

daily) is $3,379 double occupancy 
(excluding airline taxes and fuel 

surcharges) and decreases depending 

on the number of Pilgrims over the 
minimum number of 17 taking the 

journey. Your spot can be reserved 

by making a $300 deposit. Contact 

the Rev. Derek Harbin, 

derek@stjohnsportsmouth.org.  

Calendar of Events 

Camp Chanco dates & rates 


