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When John Spiers came to St. John's, Portsmouth, for 
the first time last August, he had decided in his mind that 
it would be the last time he would ever sit in a church 
pew. So he sat in the back by the door. 
  
Life experiences had planted in John's heart and mind 
that God hated him and condemned him.  For him, the 
amazing words on the church website and printed on 
each bulletin--Believe this simple truth: God loves you, no 
matter who you are. No matter how you have lived your 
life. No matter your age. No strings attached--seemed too 
good to be true. A huge part of him wanted to believe that 
it was just a trick, just a phony promise for that is what he 
had experienced in other churches. Then he could say, "I 
did it. I'm done. There really isn't a place for me. They 
don't want me and I don't want them."  
  
After an eight-month journey in the Pilgrims in 
Christ  program at St. John's, he was received into the 
Episcopal Church by Bishop Hollerith on Ascension Day, 
May 25. John has created a WordPress blog where he 
posts original graphics and shares encouragement and 
hope with an audience of people who are weighed down 
and sinking fast from things in life.  
 
Go to www.nickelboygraphics.com to visit his blog and 
read the story of God's Transforming Love that John has 
received through the community of St. John's.  
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Thistle Farms’ Becca Stevens to 
speak at ECW Fall Meeting 

 
On November 4, 2017, the Rev. Becca Stevens, founder 
and president of Thistle Farms  will be the keynote 
speaker for the Diocesan ECW Annual Fall Meeting at St. 
Francis, Virginia Beach. See page 8 for more information.  

Mark your calendar for 2017-2018 
youth events 
 
Mark your calendar now for these 2017-2018 youth 
events at Chanco on the James! More info and online 
registration will be available at www.diosova.org. 
 

 Aug. 13-18, 2017 - Secret Session 5 at Camp 
Chanco for grades 10-12 

 Oct. 28-29, 2017 - Pre-Happening Staff Weekend 

 Nov. 10-12, 2017 - Happening #67 for grades 10-12 

 Nov. 17-19, 2017 - November Weekend for  
       grades 6-12 

 Feb. 8-10, 2018 - Youth Delegation to Annual 
Council, for grades 9-12 

 Feb. 24-25, 2018 - Pre-Happening Staff Weekend 

 Mar. 9-11, 2018 - Happening #68 for grades 10-12 

 May 18-20, 2018 - May Weekend for grades 6-12  
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Clergy transitions 

 
Deacon Edith Raby retired from Christ Church, Smithfield, 
on May 1, 2017. 
 
The Rev. Kathie Price began as Interim Rector at St. 
George’s, Newport News, on May 7, 2017. 
 
The Rev. Ed Pickup will retire from Emmanuel, Franklin, 
on July 1, 2017. 
 
 

Southern Virginia mourns the loss 
of the Rev. William Hoffman 
 
Southern Virginia mourns the loss of the Rev. William 
Charles Hoffman who passed away on May 20 at the age 
of 93. The Rev. Hoffman was ordained to diaconate in 
1951 and to the priesthood in 1952 here in Southern 
Virginia by Bishop Gunn. Hoffman served from 1951 to 
1954 at Pruden Parish, Gretna, and 1954 to 1988 at St. 
Bride's, Chesapeake.  
 
 

Understanding Addiction & 
Supporting Recovery: Strategies 
and tools for clergy and pastoral 
leaders 
 
This seminar on Thursday, August 17 at Bruton Parish 
House, Williamsburg, is a unique opportunity for clergy 
and other congregational leaders to receive the latest 
information, resources and strategies on how to educate 
and give hope to individuals and families suffering from 
the impact of addiction. It is presented by The Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA) and The Clergy Education and Training 
Project® of the National Association for Children of 
Alcoholics (NACoA), with its partners SpiritWorks 
Foundation and the Addictions and Recovery 
Commission of the Diocese of Southern Virginia. Cost is 
$15 for lunch. Seminar will be 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Get 
more info and register at www.diosova.org.  
 
 

Journey to Generosity stewardship 
conference available free online 
 
The 2017 TENS Conference, "Journey to Generosity" 
was held in May in Minneapolis.  Those in attendance 
were inspired by three outstanding keynote speakers and 
eight workshops challenged and trained people on topics 
from the "Spirituality of Philanthropy" to "Planning Your 
Annual Campaign." The TENS Board of Directors has 

decided to make the entire webinar available free to all 
TENS members, Through our diocesan membership, you 
can access the videos on the Member Resources page of 
the TENS website, www.tens.org. If you are interested in 
any of the workshops, please contact Caroline Black at 
cblack@diosova.org for the login and password. 
 
 

Eight Canterburians Confirmed 
The Rev. Tyler Montgomery, Bruton Parish, Williamsburg 

The William & Mary Canterbury Association was pleased 
to have eight students called to receive the sacrament of 
confirmation this year. These students all completed a 
seven-week Christian Formation course, including a one-
on-one session with the Chaplain to discuss and 
articulate what it means to accept Jesus Christ as their 
Lord and Savior. In two years, eighteen students have 
received confirmation and three students have been 
baptized; several more students have already expressed 
an interest in Christian Formation and sacramental 
membership in the Church for the next academic year. It 
is an exciting time for the Church! Young adults are 
evidently interested in "coming and seeing" what Jesus is 
doing in this place and in their lives. As ever, Christianity 
surprises us in the ways in which it expresses itself, and it 
seems that we are seeing a revival of sorts in the midst of 
our establishment at Bruton Parish, Williamsburg. For 
this, we give thanks to God! 
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Honoring gifts that differ: Inclusive 
ministry with adults with 
intellectual challenges 
The Rev. Wendy Wilkinson, Good Samaritan, Virginia 
Beach. Article originally published in The Christian 
Citizen. 
 
It’s all about relationships. Paul writes in Romans 12:5–6, 
“So we, who are many, are one body in Christ . . . we 
have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us.” 
Good Samaritan Episcopal Church in Virginia Beach, a 
family sized church, was asking Christ how to grow the 
church. The church had no idea that Christ was about to 
show them how the gifts that each person, especially 
those with intellectual challenges, brings to the Body of 
Christ supports the whole church in living the gospel.   
 
Volunteers of America had a group home right behind the 
church for men with physical and intellectual challenges. 
Some of those men became members of Good 
Samaritan. Richard was, and still is, the crucifer (the 
person who carries the cross in procession) each Sunday 
morning. When Richard moved to another group home he 
brought his new housemates with him to church. The staff 
and the men were wary at first because they had 
attended other churches and been asked to leave. The 
men had been considered too disruptive to the worship 
service. The group home staff was surprised by the 
response of Good Samaritan towards the men with 
intellectual disabilities. At Good Samaritan the men were 
given percussion instruments and encouraged to use 
them as the congregation sang the hymns. Many of the 
men were nonverbal, so the instruments enabled them to 
participate in the service music.   
 
The next week another group home brought their men 
with intellectual disabilities for the service. If the men got 
up to move around no one complained and space was 
made for those with wheelchairs to sit in the midst of the 
congregation. These were not the new members that the 
church had expected, but it was the ones that Christ 
brought them.  
  
Since the Episcopal Eucharistic liturgy is the same each 
week, the men soon learned the order of the service and 
while some of them have trouble speaking, they make 
their own sounds at the appropriate places in the liturgy.  
  
Over the months the men who had been withdrawn began 
to smile and hug people each Sunday morning. Some 
who had not said a word in months suddenly called other 
members of the church by name or asked for hugs. The 
joy was infectious! One young man was coming to church 
with his housemates and brought his parents to Good 
Samaritan. His father had left their church when they 
were told that their son was not welcome on Sundays. For 
the first time in six years their family was together again 
for worship and fellowship in the Body of Christ.   

 
In a desire to include everyone during the sermon, the 
gospel is often told rather then read and sometimes the 
preacher becomes one of the characters in the gospel for 
the sermon. During the birthday and anniversary prayers 
each week everyone extends their arms in blessing. The 
entire church asks the Lord to bless the person or couple 
in the coming year. During prayers for healing everyone is 
encouraged to lay hands on the person who desires 
healing. If the person can’t come to the front of the church 
the church gathers around the person where they are 
sitting to lay hands on them and pray with them. 
  
The church uses Friendship Ministries material for 
Christian Formation classes after the Sunday brunch. The 
material is inclusive by providing activities that partner 
those with intellectual challenges with another person, so 
that the whole church can participate in the class 
together.  
  
The entire congregation has packed manna bags for the 
homeless on Sunday mornings and then each person 
takes a few to distribute during the week.  
 
The community garden always needs attention with either 
weeding or harvesting so everyone is welcome to do their 
part, including taking the motorized wheelchairs out into 
the garden to gather the produce for the neighborhood 
food pantry.  
  
Those with physical and intellectual challenges make up 
at least a third of the gathered Body of Christ each 
Sunday. By honoring the ‘gifts that differ’ that each person 
brings the Spirit dances and the joy of being one Body in 
Christ spills out into the world though each person’s 
preaching the gospel with their lives.  
 
 

The Rev. Bill Jones honored with 
community leadership award 
 
The Rev. Bill Jones 
retired as the diocesan 
Archdeacon, but he's still 
busy in ministry, and 
recently received the Ann 
and Don King Community 
Leadership Award from 
HomeAgain, a Richmond 
organization devoted to 
helping families and 
individuals experiencing 
homelessness secure and maintain a home. Deacon 
Jones has served on the HomeAgain board for 11 years, 
and was honored and humbled to receive this award. 
He continues to serve every Sunday at St. David's, 
Richmond.  Photo: The Rev. Bill Jones and his wife, Lynn.  
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Vestry Training Day builds 
relationships between vestries 
Carol Vipavetz, St. Martin’s, Williamsburg 

Four members of St. Martin's Vestry and our Senior 
Warden attended a Vestry Training Day and Bishop's Day 
with Senior Wardens at the Eastern Shore Chapel, 
Virginia Beach on March 4. We began our day together 
with prayer and conversation, led by the Rev. Canon 
Charles Robinson, about issues that vestries face. We 
had the opportunity to learn about and discuss the roles 
and responsibilities of vestries, how to structure vestry 
agendas, and best practices we might use when facing 
issues. Working with real case studies, vestry members 
got to do some hands-on problem solving. We realized 
how important communication is between Vestry 
members and parishioners.  
  
St. Martin's Senior Warden Melanie Davis attended a 
morning session with Bishop Hollerith and the Rev. 
Canon Ed Tracy. They provided guidance, shared 
experiences, and addressed the concerns of senior 
wardens from across the Diocese. The senior wardens 
took the opportunity to share ideas and offer best 
practices for common concerns. Relationships were 
formed and the senior wardens from churches in the 
Historic Triangle agreed to gather quarterly, starting at St. 
Martin's in Williamsburg. 
  
Vestry members departed with many new ideas to bring 
back to St. Martin's and a renewed camaraderie among 
us from this shared day.  

Summer concert series on the 
Eastern Shore 
 

A joyful noise will be heard this summer in Accomac, 
thanks to the Summer Concert Series at historic St. 

James, Accomac. A trio of casual concerts are on tap, 
featuring outstanding artistry from the alternative/folk/

Americana genres of music. 
 

Randle Chowning, founder of the classic 70's country-rock 

group Ozark Mountain Daredevils, opens the series on 
Friday, June 23 at 8 p.m. in the St. James sanctuary. The 

Honey Dewdrops, an acoustic folk duo from Baltimore, 
will follow on Friday, July 21 at 8 p.m. The series is 

capped-off by Hollywood, CA native and alt-rock 

chanteuse Syd Straw on Friday, August 18 at 8 p.m. 
 

An informal, pre-concert dinner in the parish house and 
on the grounds will kick-off each event from 6 to 7:30 

p.m. Chef Cecilio Balmoria & crew are serving-up summer 

fare before all three concerts. Costs of the pre-concert 
dinners is approximately $8 per plate. 

 
Tickets are $20 per concert, available by pre-order at St. 

James and St. George's, Pungoteague. Tickets are also on 
sale at The Book Bin in Onley, VA; by phoning the parish 

office at 757-787-4892 or via PayPal at 

www.stgeorgesesva.org. 
 

All profits from the Summer Concert Series go to the St. 
James Restoration Fund.  
 
 

Star Spangled Evening kicks off 
Music at St. John’s concert series 
 
On July 12 at 7 p.m., St. John's, Halifax will present 
BRASS 5 in A Star Spangled Evening. St. John's is 
kicking off a new concert series called Music at St. John's. 
The series will bring a new performance to St. John’s six 
times a year. The first program will be A Star-Spangled 
Evening featuring the BRASS 5, a Roanoke-based group 
that has presented over 4,000 concerts in United States 
and Europe. It will feature patriotic music, selections from 
the Big Band era, best-loved tunes from the 50's and 60's, 
and some light classical pieces. Refreshments will follow 
the entertainment with an opportunity to mingle with 
friends and greet the musicians.  
 
Tickets are only $10 each and can be purchased in 
advance or at the door. Space is limited. Tickets may be 
purchased at the church office or by phone or email. St. 
John's is located at 197 Mountain Road in Halifax, VA 
24558. Phone: 434-476-6696 and email: 
stjohn@gcronline.com.    
 

Get more news from  
Southern Virginia! 

 

Sign up for our weekly eNews at 
www.diosova.org.  

Bishop Hollerith with St. Martin’s Senior Warden Melanie Davis. 

mailto:stjohn@gcronline.com
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Easter Vigil on the York River 

 
Bishop Hollerith was celebrant at the Easter Vigil service 
on the York River on Saturday, April 15. This was a joint 
service of Abingdon Church in Gloucester, Grace Church 
in Yorktown, St. Paul's in Newport News, St. Andrew's in 
Newport News, Reformation Lutheran in Newport News, 
and Kingston Parish in Mathews.   
 
 

A verger for St. Stephen’s 
John Thompson, St. Stephen’s, Petersburg 

St. Stephen's, Petersburg, commissioned its first verger, 
Mr. John Thompson, on Sunday, March 12. Mr. 
Thompson, a Fellow of the Vergers Guild of the Episcopal 
Church, was commissioned by St. Stephen's Rector, the 
Rev. Willis R. Foster, who was assisted by Mr. Charles 
Palmer, Senior Warden.  Mr. Thompson is a retired Navy 
Chief Religious Programs Specialist and a current 
Department of the Army civilian assigned to the 
Combined Arms Support Command, Fort Lee, Virginia. 
  
The verger typically assists the clergy in liturgy planning 
and helps in overseeing the preparations and execution of 
worship services. 

 Parish Book Store partners with 
Eastern Shore Latino Ministries  
 
This summer The 
Parish Book Store 
will be partnering 
with the Eastern 
Shore Latino 
Ministries whose 
efforts include a food 
bank, a tutoring 
program, an organic 
garden, and access 
to clothing and 
personal hygiene items. The Parish Book Store will have 
books to purchase for all ages that are bilingual - English 
and Spanish. These resources will be delivered to the 
Eastern Shore and donated to tutoring programs and 
other educational workshops. 
 
There are many ways to participate in this outreach 
program by shopping in the store located at Eastern 
Shore Chapel, Virginia Beach, telephoning the store with 
an order, or emailing the store. Parish Book Store accepts 
most major credit cards. It is located inside Eastern Shore 
Chapel, 2020 Laskin Road, Virginia Beach. Contact them 
at 757-425-0114 or books@easternshorechapel.org.  
 
 

VBS gets new life at St. Matthias 

 
For most churches, Vacation Bible School (VBS) is 
typically the big activity that happens over the summer. 
But for St. Matthias, Midlothian, VBS is a recent addition 
to the summer schedule. St. Matthias had not sponsored 
a VBS program for many years.  With a new Director of 
Christian Education in place, that all changed last 
summer. The Deep Sea Discovery VBS program was 
held and a great time was had by all. Intergenerational 
volunteers came out of the woodwork! Sixty-eight percent 
of the attendees were from the community at-large. 
Grandparents brought their grandchildren and lent a 
hand, and the 10 youth volunteers bonded in ways that no 
one expected. It was a giant success! Offered along with 
the typical 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. VBS program were 
optional extended hours. Those were some long days for 
the youth, who volunteered all day, every day, but they 
enjoyed themselves so much that several of them offered 
to help choose the curriculum for this summer and 
couldn't wait for the volunteer sign-up sheets to be 
posted.  
 
This year St. Matthias will offer a new VBS program - 
Mighty Fortress - for kids aged 3-years through rising 6th 
graders. The program will be July 17- 21, from 9:00 a.m. 
to 12:00 p.m., with optional early drop-off at 8:30 a.m. and 
optional late pick-up at 3:00 p.m. Registration is required 
and available online at www.stmatmidlo.com.  

L to R: Charles Palmer, Willis Foster, John Thompson. Photo 
by John Fountain 

mailto:books@easternshorechapel.org
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“Hidden Figure” speaks at St. 
Cyprian’s, Hampton 

By now, most everyone is familiar with the movie Hidden 
Figures. The movie, released in 2016, is based on the 
book by the same name by Margot Lee Shetterly, about 
African American female mathematicians who worked at 
NASA during the Space Race. Some of the real-life 
Hidden Figures were also members of St. Cyprian's, 
Hampton. One of them, Dr. Christine Darden, spoke to 
the congregation recently about her experiences at 
NASA. You can watch that talk online at the St. Cyprian’s 
YouTube channel. 

In addition to Dr. Darden, Sue Wilder and Kathryn 
Peddrew were also members of St. Cyprian's. Ms. Wilder 
and Ms. Peddrew were both employed at NASA during 
the 1950's and 1960's in the West Area Computing Unit. 
Ms. Wilder was a member of St. Cyprian's for many 
years. While attending St. Cyprian's, she was a member 
of the Celestial Choir, Circle #1, and also served as 
treasurer. Ms. Peddrew was also a member of St. 
Cyprian's for many years and served as a member of the 
Flea Market Committee and Circle #1.  
 
 

St. John’s, Portsmouth, helps local 
school in need 
 
Bethel Manor Elementary, a Title I school serving an 
100% military population on Langley Air Force Base, had 
a lice outbreak and all computer headsets had to be 
discarded.  St. John's, Portsmouth, purchased 500 pairs 
of new earbuds to prevent future spread of lice and to 
allow the resumption of technology use in the school.  Dr. 
David Reitz, Bethel Manor's Principal (who lives across 
London St. from St. John's), sent these words of thanks: 
 
"I appreciate your kindness in recognizing that we have 
many students that need assistance. Your donation 

allowed the students the opportunity to have a set of 
earbuds of their own in-turn allowing them to filter outside 
noise and provide audio for specific programs. With SOL 
State testing right around the corner, students will now be 
afforded the opportunity to test with appropriate 
accommodations. Thank you again for your generosity!"   
 
 

Welcoming summer visitors on 
Chincoteague 
Nancy Kupar-Page, Emmanuel, Jenkins Bridge 
 
Many years ago, the Rev. Richard Waters from Downings 
Methodist Church and the Rev. Emmitt Mullen were 
fishing with Jim Fox, the patriarch of Fox Funeral Homes. 
The Rev. Mullen, a priest who was serving Emmanuel, 
Jenkins Bridge, relished the idea of an outreach to 
vacationers (and local residents) on Chincoteague. 
During their discussion that day, they hatched a plan to 
use the chapel in the Fox Funeral Home in Chincoteague 
for regular Episcopal church services during the 
summers, when the island population swelled 
tremendously. Here was the beginning of a partnership 
that has endured for over thirty years, and has offered 
many, many folks the Episcopal tradition of Holy 
Eucharist on Sunday mornings during the summer. 
 
The main players have changed a bit. The Rev. Claire M. 
Hunkins is now the rector at Emmanuel, and thus the 
main celebrant at the chapel. The chapel itself is now in 
the Fox-Holston Funeral Home. Jim Fox, Dale Fox and 
Dale Holston have continued to make folks feel 
comfortable, and have donated various religious articles 
for the altar area. And with garden flowers often adorning 
the altar as well, it is easy to forget that you are in a 
funeral home. When questioned about worshiping in such 
a place as a funeral home, Pastor Claire has remarked, 
"What better way to worship, than in a place that has 
honored the community of saints who have gone before 
us!' 
 
This year is the 35th year of Emmanuel's community 
outreach of services. Folks are encouraged to come to 
the 8 a.m. service dressed casually, so anyone on 
vacation may feel comfortable attending, or even head 
directly to the beach. Congregants are traditionally invited 
to gather for a dutch-treat breakfast together at a local 
restaurant afterwards. The services run from Memorial 
Day weekend through Labor Day weekend. 
 
Those who have questions are invited to contact the 
church at 757-894-7078 (leave a message) or go to 
www.emmanuelchurchjb.com. All are also invited to share 
in the celebration of the Eucharist at Emmanuel, 26405 
Horsey Rd, Jenkins Bridge (near T's Corner) at 10:30 
a.m. throughout the year.  
 
You never know what a fishing trip may bring about!! 
 

Video of Dr. Darden’s talk is available on the St. Cyprian’s 
YouTube channel. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pnMPATgSikgylyrgMUTdaUwIvCjqDltXcYD4KH4io1Qs-Vn0p8G_GpAACi5hVCx8rKDQRK3FMazuhE6OsqG79SuKeIWumFXHWb11e371KLpG_W8E8SYFVT0l7VES8jX5fZN3JulAkDLajh6GpGmfll63H6zen7pSHgJbNfH9CIu5Z2vthC1HQQ==&c=4DsZY96fxNDpCnDe7wEc8pXerMze6VEkcy5o7Ksxm
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Prayer ministry hits the Virginia 
Beach Boardwalk 

Galilee, Virginia Beach, Boardwalk prayer ministry takes 
the gospel message into the heart of Virginia Beach by 
mingling among visitors to the Boardwalk along the 
oceanfront.  They wear T-shirts that say "How may I pray 
for you?" and offer prayer and hospitality to passersby. 
The groups' experience shows that people are amazing. 
They do stop - some to watch, some to talk and some 
have prayer requests for themselves, their families, and 
our nation.  
 
 

Easter message from Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry 
 
It's taken me some years to 
realize it, but Jesus didn't just 
happen to be in Jerusalem on 
that first Palm Sunday. He 
wasn't on vacation. He wasn't 
just hanging out in town. Jesus 
was in Jerusalem on purpose. 
He arrived in Jerusalem about 
the time of the Passover when 
pilgrims were in the city. When 
people's hopes and expectations for the dawn of freedom 
that Moses had promised in the first Passover might 
suddenly be realized for them in their time. 
 
Jesus arranged his entrance into Jerusalem to send a 
message. He entered the city, having come in on one 
side of the city, the scholars tell us, at just about the same 
time that Pontius Pilate made his entrance on the exact 
opposite side of the city. Pilate, coming forth on a 
warhorse. Pilate, with soldiers around him. Pilate, with the 
insignias of Rome's Empire. Pilate, representing the 
Caesars who claimed to be son of god. Pilate, who had 
conquered through Rome the people of Jerusalem. Pilate, 
representing the Empire that had taken away their 
freedom. Pilate, who represented the Empire that would 

maintain the colonial status of the Jewish people by brute 
force and violence. 
Jesus entered the city on the other side, not on a 
warhorse, but on a donkey, recalling the words of 
Zechariah: Behold your King comes to you; Triumphant 
and victorious is He; Humble and riding on a donkey. 
 
Jesus entered the city at the same time as Pilate to show 
them, and to show us, that God has another way. That 
violence is not the way. That hatred is not the way. That 
brute force and brutality are not the way. 
Jesus came to show us there is another way. The way of 
unselfish, sacrificial love. That's why he entered 
Jerusalem. That's why he went to the cross. It was the 
power of that love poured out from the throne of God, that 
even after the horror of the crucifixion would raise him 
from death to life. 
 
God came among us in the person of Jesus to start a 
movement. A movement to change the face of the earth. 
A movement to change us who dwell upon the earth. A 
movement to change the creation from the nightmare that 
is often made of it into the dream that God intends for it. 
He didn't just happen to be in Jerusalem on that Palm 
Sunday. He went to Jerusalem for a reason. To send a 
message. That not even the titanic powers of death can 
stop the love of God.  On that Easter morning, he rose 
from the dead, and proclaimed love wins. 
 
So you have a blessed Easter. Go forth to be people of 
the Resurrection. Follow in the way of Jesus. Don't be 
ashamed to love. Don't be ashamed to follow Jesus. 
Have a blessed Easter.  And bless the world.  Amen. 
  
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry 
 
 

Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows 
becomes first black woman to lead 
Episcopal diocese 

 
The Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-
Burrows was ordained and 
consecrated the eleventh 
bishop of Indianapolis April 29, 
making her the first black 
woman to lead a diocese in the 
history of the Episcopal Church 
and the first woman to succeed 
another woman as diocesan 
bishop. Presiding Bishop 
Michael Curry led the service 
as chief consecrator and was 

joined by more than 40 bishops from across the church. 
Among the co-consecrators at the service was the Rt. 
Rev. Barbara Harris, the first female bishop in the 
Anglican Communion.  
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Thistle Farms’ Becca Stevens to 
speak at ECW Fall Meeting 

 
On Saturday, November 4, 
the Rev. Becca Stevens 
will be the keynote speaker 
for the Diocesan ECW 
Annual Fall Meeting at St. 
Francis, Virginia Beach. 
The meeting will begin at 9 
a.m. and Stevens talk is 
planned for around 11 a.m.  
 
Becca Stevens is an 
author, speaker, priest, social entrepreneur, founder and 
president of Thistle Farms. After experiencing the death 
of her father and subsequent child abuse when she was 
5, Becca longed to open a sanctuary for survivors offering 
a loving community. In 1997, five women who had 
experienced trafficking, violence, and addiction were 
welcomed home.   
 
Twenty years later, the organization continues to 
welcome women with free residence hat provide housing, 
medical care, therapy and education for two years. 
Residents and graduates earn income through one of four 
social enterprises. The Global Market of Thistle Farms 
helps employ more than 1,800 women worldwide, and the 
national network has more than 40 sister communities. 
Becca has been featured in the New York Times, on ABC 
World News and PR, was recently named a 2016 CNN 
Hero and a White House “Champion of Change." She 
was featured in the PBS documentary, A Path 
Appears, named Humanitarian of the Year by the Small 
Business Council of America and inducted into the 
Tennessee Women’s Hall of Fame. Stevens attended the 
University of the South and Vanderbilt Divinity 
School. She has been conferred 2 honorary doctorates. 
Her newest book, Love Heals, will be published by Harper 
Collins in September of 2017. 
 
When Becca speaks the listener is struck by her 
earnest, empathetic delivery infused with her 
personality. Her message is honest and she offers 
groups a way to move from fear and cynicism into 
inspired action. She is an international voice for the 
growing global movement for women's freedom and a 
fervently hopeful and determinedly loving champion 
for the marginalized. 

Elise Holladay Scholarships 
awarded 
 

ECW Student Work Chair, Sandra H. Garner (St. 
Stephen’s,  Petersburg) reports high school graduates in 
five convocations from Danville to Virginia Beach received 
Elise Holladay scholarship awards this year.  This year, 
the Elise Holladay scholarships were financed by an 
award of $9,000 from the Flora A. Penick Fund and $200 
from parish contributions to the scholarship and The Book 
of Remembrance.  

 

The following students received awards ranging from 
$720 to $1,000:    

 Andrew Redd Curtin, St. Paul’s, Norfolk  

 Audre’ana Jasmine Ellis, St. Andrew’s, Newport News  

 Kayleigh Hall, Christ Episcopal – Danville  

 Charles James Harris, IV, St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach  

 Hannan Lynn Hatke, St. Michael’s, Colonial Heights  

 Hunter Copeland Kahler, Christ & St. Luke’s, Norfolk  

 John Henry Moore, Church of the Epiphany, Danville  

 Hailey B. Previtt, Trinity, South Boston  

 Vaughan Thomas Robertson, St. Luke’s, Blackstone 

 Imani Allyssia-Lauren Viney, St. Augustine’s, Newport 
News  

 Zachary A. Wusk, Christ the King, Tabb  

 

 

Beblon Goodloe Parks elected 
president of Province III ECW 
 
Beblon Goodloe Parks was elected President of the 
Province III Episcopal Church Women during the 98th 
Annual Meeting held in Hunt Valley Maryland.  Ms. Parks 
served as President of the ECW of the Diocese of 
Virginia from 2009 to 2011. Prior to that, she served on 
the Diocesan ECW Board as Vice President of Program 
and Social Justice Committee’s Chair.  Ms. Parks 
served eleven years on the Jackson–Feild Homes 
Board. She is a member of St. Philip’s Episcopal Church 
in Richmond Virginia and a past president of their ECW.  
Ms. Parks is currently serving on the National ECW 
Board as Member-at-Large for Social Justice. Ms. Parks 
stated that her main goal would be to strengthen the 
Province. 
 

News from the Episcopal Church Women  
By Nancy Smith, Diocesan ECW Communication Chair, St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach 
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The Rt. Rev. Fanuel Magangani 
receives ECW Malawi Scholarship 

 For the last five years, the ECW has mailed a $2,500 
scholarship check to Malawi to help fund seminarians’ 
education in the Diocese of Northern Malawi.  This year, 
the Rt. Rev. Fanuel Magangani, their Bishop, received the 
scholarship check in person. Diocesan ECW President, 
Helen Sharpe-Williams, presented the check to Bishop 
Magangani at the Episcopal Church Women’s Annual 
Spring Luncheon at Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Portsmouth, May 24.  Bishop Magangani was the speaker 
at the lunch. Trinity’s ECW, invited diocesan ECW board 
members to attend because of their connection with 
Malawi through the scholarship award. The ECW first 
heard about the need for scholarship funds in Malawi 
from Grace Martino-Strid, ECW diocesan treasurer (2011-
2014).  
 
“Momma Grace connected us with the ECW,”Bishop 
Magangani said. “We give thanks to God for the 
continuous support we have received.”    
 
Grace had heard much about Malawi at The Church of 
the Good Shepherd, her home parish, in Norfolk.  The 
Rev. Robert Davenport, then rector at Good 
Shepherd, has been a long-time partner in ministry and 
participant in God’s work in Malawi.  Grace told Mr. 
Davenport about the ECW scholarship fund and 
encouraged him to request a grant for seminarians in 
Malawi. It didn’t take much encouragement.  He sent a 
request.  The ECW approved the request and has 
continued to support Malawi through the years.   
  
Mr. Davenport,  rector at Good Shepherd until 2013, is 
currently serving as priest-in-charge at Trinity. He and his 
wife, Lizzy, were instrumental in arranging Bishop 
Maganani’s visit. When he introduced the bishop at the 
lunch he recalled meeting an orphaned, young man 20 
years ago who through his hard work and study is now 
the first indigenous bishop in the Diocese of Northern 

Malawi.  There are 48 clergy and 33 parishes in the 
Diocese of Northern Malawi. Bishop Magangani, 
conversant in 10 different dialects,  grew up primarily on 
Likoma Island,  and was educated at Zomba Theological 
College and Mzuzu University. He is currently working on 
his doctorate at Nashotah House in Wisconsin.  

 
“I bring you greetings from your brothers and sisters in the 
Northern Diocese of Malawi,” Bishop Magangani said. He 
talked about the Diocese of Northern Malawi five-year 
strategic plan to move from dependence to sustainability. 
After much research, they chose to start a printing 
business two years ago. The bishop’s board room now 
houses the printing press. Prayer books are printed and 
sewn together by hand.    
 
Bishop Magnagani closed by saying, “We are very 
grateful for all your support. Thank you for listening.”  But, 
perhaps it was we who listened to him that received the 
most. 

 

Jackson-Feild hosts Spring ECW 
meeting 
 
Shiny new floors, colorful furniture and freshly painted 
walls brighten up the Marshall Cottage at Jackson-Feild. 
Even the bathroom is getting a facelift thanks to the 
ECW's $20,000 donation earmarked for the cottage's 
renovation. A visit to the cottage to see the renovations 
was the highlight of the day for Episcopal Church Women 
from six convocations gathered at Jackson-Field for the 
ECW's Spring Annual Meeting May 20. "We were happy 
to see the work that had been done," said ECW Diocesan 
President, Helen Sharpe-Williams. 
 

The day began with the business meeting in Jackson-
Field's recreation hall. The room showed no signs of the 
students' prom held there the night before the 
meeting.   Meredith Melo, Assistant Director of 
Advancement, Jackson-Feild Behavioral Health Services 
(JFBHS) welcomed visitors, gave an overview of Jackson
-Field programs and served as the renovation tour guide. 
 

President Sharpe-Williams spoke about her president's 
project, "Love Thy Neighbor." The focus is on ending 
abuse. She announced Becca Stevens, an Episcopal 
priest, who is president of Thistle Farms, the largest 
social enterprise in the US run by abuse survivors is the 
keynote speaker for the Diocesan ECW Annual Fall 
Meeting at St. Francis Episcopal Church, Virginia Beach, 
November 4, 2017.            
  
The Rev. Dr. Robin Jones invited the women to celebrate 
Eucharist in the beautiful renovated All Saints Chapel. 
The chapel was closed in 2011, when Jackson-Field last 
hosted an ECW meeting. In August 2014, the chapel was 
rededicated after a capital campaign to make repairs and 
improvements. The day ended with a delicious lunch. 
Many thanks to Jackson-Feild  

ECW President Helen Sharpe-Williams presents scholarship 
funds to Bishop Mangangani.  
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On Easter day, 
St. James, 
Portsmouth, 
served a hot 
meal to the 
homeless 
people in their 
community. 

On the second Sunday of Easter, Bishop 
Hollerith visited Emmanuel, Chatham. 
He celebrated the Holy Eucharist with 
the Rev. Dr. Regina Christianson and 
confirmed eight: four from Emmanuel 

Church and four from Chatham Hall 
boarding school. 

New Women-to-Women project  
Susan Broaddus, Christ & St. Luke’s, Norfolk 
 
Women-to-Women’s latest project is supporting individual 
women victims and even boy victims of gender-based vio-
lence as identified by the indigenous NGO serving women 
in the Province of Ituri, PIRD (Iturian Programs for Reha-
bilitation and Development) ( www.ngo-pird.org).  
 
PIRD was founded in 2005 by Mme Espérance Kungoza, 
the daughter of our recently retired Archbishop.  Mme Es-
pérance currently oversees the financial side of an Ameri-
can AIDS program at the US Embassy in Kinshasa.  Mme 
Espérance’s mother Mme Mugisa founded the province-
wide Anglican Church’s women’s program UFPPS (Union 
of Women for Peace and Social Promotion)  In Ituri, 
UFPPS works in conjunction with PIRD. 
 
PIRD helps with the kind of individualized instruction each 
person needs whether literacy, regular schooling or voca-
tional training.  It also offers mentoring and micro-loans as 
follow-up to ensure on-going success.  The PIRD team is 
made up of well-trained local women who help victims in 
the northeastern Ituri region of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. 
 

W2W hopes ECWs, parishioners, and youth groups may 
want to sponsor an individual. Costs last year ranged from 
$150 to $250. Where response to trauma suffered per-
mits, there may even be information or correspondence 
about the recipient. We will proceed there with sensitivity.  
 
To learn more contact Susan Broaddus, 757-613-7004 or 
broaddussusan@aol.com. 
 

Espérance Kungosa (center) in Washington DC for in-service training 
by the State Department in March 2017, with Irene Wenger (left)  

and Susan Broaddus. 



11 

Every summer, more and more young people find their 
“second home” at Camp Chanco. Chanco on the James 
has run continuously for almost 50 years and is one of the 
longest running summer camps on the East Coast. 
Beyond this, Chanco is a tradition for many families with 
generations of campers returning summer after summer. 
Every year, new campers are also introduced to Camp 
Chanco and quickly fall in love with the place, the 
activities, and most of all, the people.   
 
So, why send your child or grandchild to Chanco this 
summer? Dr. Peter Scales, a noted educator, author and 
psychologist shares, "Camp is one of the few institutions 
where young people can experience and satisfy their need 
for physical activity, creative expression and true 
participation in a community environment. Most schools 
don't satisfy all these needs."  School offers learning, but 
often with significant pressure.  Academic and athletic 
pressures seem to be only increasing for kids today. 
Camp offers an environment away from that competition 
and assessment.  It offers a place apart from school 
cliques, away from technology, where face to face 
communication is all there is! What!? No texting to resolve 
an argument? No cyber bullying?! No Snapchattting, 
Instagrammin every moment of your day including your 
dinner?! That’s right – at Chanco, your child is unplugged 
and engaged with their friends and counselors in person.  
They are accepting new challenges and trying new things 
without the risk of failure such as not making a team or not 
making the grade.  At Camp Chanco, your child can just 
BE.  They can just TRY.  They can just be outdoors 
together in community and HAVE FUN.  So tell me, why 
wouldn’t you want your child or grandchild to experience 
this? 
 

Chanco offers one and two-week sessions for campers 
ages 8-16 along with Family Camp for all ages. Paddle 
boarding, sailing, rock wall climbing, kayaking, paddle 
boarding, archery, arts and crafts, games, skits, bonfires 
and more await you at Chanco on the James. Hurry! 
Space is filling quickly. Visit www.chanco.org for more 
information and easy on line registration.  Questions? 
Contact us at hospitality@chanco.org or 888-7CHANCO 
(888-724-2626).  We can’t wait to welcome you home this 
summer to the banks of the James where “friends are 
friends forever”! 

 
 

Why summer camp? 
By Talley Banazek, Development/Marketing Coordinator, Chanco on the James 
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For more upcoming events, visit 
www.diosova.org. 

______________________ 
  
 
Episcopal Youth Event (EYE17): 
July 10-24, 2017 on the campus of 
University of Central Oklahoma, 
Edmond, OK. More info at 
www.diosova.org/youth  
 
Secret Session 5 at Camp Chanco 
- Aug. 13-18, 2017. For grades 10-
12. Go to www.chanco.org for info 
and registration. 
 
Understanding Addiction & 
Supporting Recovery: Strategies 
and tools for clergy and pastoral 
leaders  -  August 17, 8:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at Bruton Parish House, 
Williamsburg. A unique opportunity 
for clergy and other congregational 
leaders to receive the latest 
information, resources and strategies 
on how to educate and give hope to 
individuals and families suffering from 
the impact of addiction. Go to 
www.diosova.org for more info and 
registration. 
 
Day of Prayer  -  August 17, 9:30 
a.m. to 2:15 p.m. Trinity Ecumenical 
Parish, Smith Mountain Lake. The 
Lutheran-Episcopal Joint Committee 
of Virginia is sponsoring a Day of 
Prayer at Trinity Ecumenical Parish in 
Smith Mountain Lake, Virginia. The 
speaker for the day will be Pastor 
Richard Bansemer. Pastor Bansemer 
will lead us in two group sessions 
considering how and why to pray, 
whom to pray with, resources for 
prayer, prayer and the liturgical year, 
and will share other personal prayer 
practices. Go to www.diosova.org for 
info 
 
Cursillo #163 Co-Ed Weekend 
September 28-October 1 
Chanco on the James, Surry 
Rector: Jim Thurmond of St. 
George's, Newport News. Cursillo is 
a movement within the Episcopal 
Church. It is an adult retreat designed 
to help us grow closer to Jesus 

Christ. It's also a community where 
we're encouraged to live joyfully and 
serve faithfully in grace. For more 
information on Cursillo or to apply to 
be a candidate or a team member, 
please visit the Cursillo website at 
www.cursillodiosova.org  or contact 
Jim at jdtorsct@cox.net. 
 
Pre-Happening Staff Weekend - 
Oct. 28-29, 2017 at Chanco on the 
James. Contact Youth Missioner 
Ashley Scruggs for info, 
ascruggs@diosova.org or 757-213-
3393.  
 
Happening #67 - Nov. 10-12, 2017 
at Chanco on the James. For grades 
10-12. Go to www.diosova.org for 
info. 
 
November Weekend - Nov. 17-19, 
2017 at Chanco on the James. For 
grades 6-12. Go to www.diosova.org 
for info. 
 
Pre-Happening Staff Weekend - 
Feb. 24-25, 2018. at Chanco on the 
James. Contact Youth Missioner 
Ashley Scruggs for info, 
ascruggs@diosova.org or 757-213-
3393.  
 
Happening #68 - Mar. 9-11, 2018 at 
Chanco on the James. For grades 10
-12. Go to www.diosova.org for info. 
 
 
May Weekend - May 18-20, 2018 at 
Chanco on the James. For grades 6-
12. Go to www.diosova.org for info. 
 
79th General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church: July 5-13, 2018, 
Austin Convention Center, Austin, 
TX. www.generalconvention.org for 
more info.  
 
 

Safe Church training 
 
Go to www.diosova.org for 
information and registration. 
(Registration for each training opens 
60 days before the date of the 

training.) Online training is also 
available. 
 

 September 16, 2017 - St. 
Cyprian's, Hampton 

 September 30, 2017 - 
Emmanuel, Virginia Beach 

 November 4, 2017  -  Good 
Shepherd, Richmond 

 
 

Pilgrimages 
 
Ghana, July 17-August 2 
The Annual Ghana Mission Trip 
sponsored by St. James, Portsmouth, 
will travel to Ghana July 17 through 
August 2, 2017. The trip will include 
visits to Anglican Churches, 
universities, schools, ancient sites 
tour, and the Asante Here, the 
highest chief of all chiefs in Ghana. 
The total cost of the trip is $2850. 
Interested persons should contact the 
Rev. Frederick Walker at 
frederickwalker328@ymail.com.  
 
Ireland, Sept. 11-21, 2017 

The Rev. Dr. Peter Hogg and Toni 

Hogg invite you to join them for a 

pilgrimage to Ireland. The trip will 
include Waterford, Killarney, Galway, 

Connemara, Sligo and Dublin. Go to 
www.diosova.org for more info. 

 

Holy Land, Oct. 17-28, 2017 
Join Bishop James Magness, 
pilgrimage leader, and Bishop 
Hollerith on this life-changing 
pilgrimage. Through the assistance of 
Lightline Pilgrimages we have crafted 
this pilgrimage just for the Diocese of 
Southern Virginia. Pilgrims will have 
the incredible opportunity to walk in 
the places where Jesus walked and 
seeing many of the things that our 
Lord saw. This pilgrimage is limited to 
35 people.  Go to www.diosova.org 
for more info. 

Calendar of Events 
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