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Bishop’s Day is for everyone! All new format this year
Diocese of Southern Virginia’s Bishop's Days 2014 is a
whole new experience - new ways to teach, learn, and
share. This is an experience that will energize and
enlighten your ministry! Bishop’s Day West is October 5
at Redeemer, Midlothian and Bishop Day East is October
12 at Eastern Shore Chapel, Virginia Beach. Registration
begins at 8:15 and the program is from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Our Bishop’s Days this year will be modeled on the
popular TED Conferences (Technology, Entertainment,
Design), devoted to “Ideas Worth Spreading.” It brings
together the world's most fascinating thinkers and doers
in order to present a series of inspiring talks, each less
than 18 minutes long. The creators of TED believe
passionately in the power of ideas to change attitudes,
lives and ultimately, the world.
There are “Ideas Worth Spreading” in Southern Virginia,
so we’re having our own TED-style conference. The talks
are short, but long on inspiration. The day should give
you new perspectives, ideas and ways of thinking. If you
let it, it could change YOUR world! For details and
registration, go to www.diosova.org.
Participants don’t have to choose which workshops they
will attend—everyone gets to hear every talk! Here’s what
you’ll get:
Church on the Web: Ministry and Social Media - Hows
and whys of using social media as church communities
and individuals in the propagation of the Gospel "out
there." The Rev. Penny Nash, Bruton Parish,
Williamsburg.
Music Here, Music There, Music Everywhere! - How
can parishes - big, small and anywhere in between - use
music as a tool for outreach? How can you effectively
maximize the gifts of part-time music directors? Kevin
Kwan, Christ & St. Luke's, Norfolk.
Thank you Martin Buber: New Communities - Christ's
admonition to "Love each other as I have loved you" is
central to our mission of establishing new Episcopal
communities. Join Jewish Philosopher Martin Buber and
me as we offer provocative insights into the nature of
human relationships. The Rev. Cameron Randle, St.
James', Accomac & St. George's, Pungoteague.
The Imaginal Realm: Other approaches to the sacred
- Are you tired of trying to re-stock the shelves in your
"retail" religious store from week to week? This may be

your finest hour... or 15 minutes, as we explore unique
environments, including gifts of intuition, insight, and
creativity. The Rev. David Tetrault, St. Cyprian's,
Hampton.
Detour or Destination? - Have you looked back on
events in your life and wondered WHAT IF? Better yet,
what events in your life perhaps reveal unexpected plans
that God might have for you? Tom Ager, St. Michael’s,
Bon Air. (West only)
Two for the Road - Companion relationships and why
we need them. Ben Blanchard, Good Shepherd, Norfolk.
(East only)

Great Fall youth events
We've got lots of great events for youth this Fall.
Registration is open now for October Weekend,
Happening, and November Weekend - all held at Chanco
on the James in Surry. Go to the Youth Events page of
our website for information and registration for these
events and a full list of events through May 2014.
Oct. 11-13: October Weekend for grades 8-12 and adult
advisors. A weekend in the woods with teens from all
over our diocese! October Weekend features great
music, small groups, socials and games, meaningful
discussions, a dance, and really incredible worship
experiences. Come experience the presence of God in
community! Register by Sep. 30.
Nov. 8-10: Happening #60 for grades 10-12 and their
adult advisors. Happening is a Christian renewal program
designed for youth. The focal point of the weekend is
learning and experiencing the love of Christ. The
weekend format includes series of talks, movies, small
group activities and worship, as well as opportunities for
fellowship, fun and making new friends. Register by Oct.
14.
Nov. 15-17: November Weekend for grade 6-9 and their
adult advisors. A weekend in the woods with teens from
all over our diocese! October Weekend features great
music, small groups, socials and games, meaningful
discussions, a dance, and really incredible worship
experiences. Come experience the presence of God in
community! Register by Nov. 4.
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Go to our website to register for news by email, www.diosova.org.
Follow us on Facebook & Twitter.

Clergy transitions

Formation leaders take part in
Essential Building Dimensions

Clergy comings and goings June through August, 2013:
The Rev. Paul Phillips, retired from St. John’s, Chase City

Christian Formation
leaders from
Southern Virginia
joined with
colleagues from
Diocese of Maryland
this past weekend at
Virginia Theological
Seminary to take part
in a new initiative,
Essential Building
Dimensions. This program is designed to help formation
professionals to be effective leaders in the Episcopal
Church through sharing and developing resources,
relationships, nurturing and support. This new initiative is
sponsored in partnership by the Diocese of Southern
Virginia and the Diocese of Maryland. Pictured L to R:
Sue Davis, St. David's Chesterfield; Jennifer Nauroth,
Emmanuel Hampton; Ann Meyer, St. Martin's
Williamsburg; Marguerite Alley, Emmanuel Virginia
Beach; Anne Zobel, All Saints Virginia Beach; and
Caroline Black, Canon for Formation.

The Rev. Tige Newell, resigned from St. Michael’s,
Colonial Heights
The Rev. Sam Colley-Toothaker, resigned from Epiphany,
Danville
The Rev. Jim Smith, began as interim at St. Michael’s,
Colonial Heights

Nominations for Annual Council
elections due by Dec. 7
Nominations for elections to held at our 122nd Annual
Council (Feb. 7-8, 2014) are now being accepted. The
nomination form is available on our website. You will also
find information about and requirements for each position
open for election. Nominations are due by December 7,
2013.
Elections to take place at Annual Council are Standing
Committee (1 Lay and 1 Clergy), Disciplinary Board (1
Lay and 2 Clergy), Provincial Synod (1 Lay), and General
Convention Deputation (4 Lay Deputies and 4 Lay
Alternates; 4 Clergy Deputies and 4 Clergy Alternates).

Connect your college student with
Canterbury
As your high school
graduates head off to
college, don't forget to
connect them with the
nearest Episcopal
campus ministry or
parish. It's the only way
campus ministers will
know about your student
- schools do not give out
such information any
William & Mary Canterbury helps
more. You can find
with freshmen move-in.
information about
Southern Virginia's
campus ministries on our website. You can also find a list
of campus ministry contacts for other colleges in Virginia.
If you don't see yours listed, contact Youth Missioner
Ashley Scruggs for information, ascruggs@diosova.org.

Integrity Eucharist on Sep. 29
Please join the Virginia Beach Chapter of Integrity USA
as we invite everyone to an Integrity Eucharist on Sunday
afternoon, September 29, at 5:00 pm at St. Aidan's,
Virginia Beach. There will be a reception
afterwards. Integrity USA is an Episcopal organization
that advocates for the full inclusion of the LGBT
community in the life and sacraments of the church. We
meet regularly on the third Tuesday of the month at MJ's
Tavern in Norfolk at 6:30 for a meal together and a
business meeting. Follow Integrity on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/IntegrityVB.
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Christopher Newport University - The Rev. Lauren
McDonald, revlauren4@gmail.com
Longwood University & Hampden Sydney College Mr. Bob Zupanek, bob@johnsmemorial.org
Old Dominion University - The Rev. Gillian Barr,
chaplain@oducanterbury.org
College of William & Mary - The Rev. John Kerr,
jkerr@brutonparish.org

Diocesan Service of Repentance,
Reconciliation & Healing on
November 2

Christ & St. Luke's. The rehearsals will be held at Christ
and St. Luke's, Norfolk, and will be on Saturday, October
19 from 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m., and Saturday, October 26
from 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. The warm-up on the day of the
service (November 2) will be at 10 a.m. The repertoire for
the service (two choral anthems) will be chosen shortly
and sent out in September. There is no audition for this
choir, but it comes with the understanding that singers will
prepare the music before the rehearsals. Contact Kevin at
kevin.kwan@christandstlukes.org, giving your name,
parish, and voice part.

On February 16, our Annual Council passed a resolution
acknowledging that the sin of racism continues to
negatively affect the mission of our parishes in Southern
Virginia. The resolution also called for a Day of
Repentance, Reconciliation & Healing - a day in which
our diocesan family can gather together in worship - and
that parishes will annually observe a Day of Repentance,
Reconciliation & Healing during the octave of All Saints.

Southern Virginia raises over
$15,000 for tornado relief

Our diocesan Service of Repentance, Reconciliation &
Healing has been set for November 2 at Christ and St.
Luke's, Norfolk. The service is intended to be a liturgical
moment in an ongoing process of learning.

Southern Virginia, you have been very generous to our
call for funds to help Oklahoma recover from the violent
tornadoes. To date, you have contributed $15,320. All
contributions have been sent to the Diocese of Oklahoma
to directly assist those in need.

The Reverend Canon Stephanie
Spellers will be the preacher at
the November 2 service. Spellers
is the Canon for Missional Vitality
in the Diocese of Long Island
and the Chaplain to the
Episcopal House of Bishops.
She is the author of "Radical
Welcome: Embracing God, the
Other and the Spirit of
Transformation" and is the
Consulting Editor for Emergent
Resources at Church Publishing
Inc. Spellers is the founding priest for The Crossing
Community, an emergent congregation based at the
Cathedral Church of St. Paul in Boston.

Jackson-Field residents help
Oklahoma tornado victims
Residents of Rodgers Cottage at Jackson-Feild Homes
were touched by the devastation caused the massive
tornado that struck the outskirts of Oklahoma City.They
were moved to try to help the victims of this disaster
which led to a clothing drive both on and off campus.
They collected clothing and other items which could be
used to help those affected by this tragedy. Pictured are
residential counselor Quentin McBeth and residents Al
and Kelly. They and others collected items which were
shipped to Oklahoma. Residents are encouraged to
participate in community service projects. The community
service projects help instill in residents a sense of civic
responsibility and in the process feeling better about
themselves.

Repairing the Breach resources
The sin of slavery thrived in Virginia and the sin of racism
continues to infect and hamper the people and parishes
of our diocese. How do we reach a place of material and
relational reconciliation and spiritual healing that will lead
us to new life in Christ? Our Repairers of the Breach Task
Force has prepared the Repairing the Breach study
guide, together with the accompanying video, for use in
parish communities. We trust that it provides a structure
and resources to understand the past and present
influence of slavery and racism upon us as individuals,
congregations, and a broader community of faith in
Southern Virginia. Go to the Christian Formation page of
our website to access these, and other, resources.
Diocesan Choir forming for Service of Repentance,
Reconciliation & Healing
We are forming a diocesan choir to sing for this service.
This choir is open to all singers who wish to
participate. There are only two rehearsals for this choir,
which will be conducted by Kevin Kwan, music director at
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ECW events feature Women-toWomen and its work in the Congo

Help Mission of the Holy Spirit
change young lives

By Nancy Smith, Diocesan ECW

By Hank Luhring, Chairman, Mission of the Holy Spirit

The ECW of the
Diocese Southern
Virginia voted to raise
$10,000 in 2013-2014
to support the work of
the Mothers' Union in
the Diocese of
Bukavu, Democratic
Republic of Congo,
through Women-toWomen, a ministry
formed by the
L to R: Kathy Klein, Abingdon Church, Diocese of Virginia in
Gloucester; Mme. Claudaline Muhin- 2010.
do, Mothers' Union; and Susan Broaddus, former mission partner, Diocese Since revolutions and
tribal wars began in
of Southern Virginia.
the Congo in 1997,
over 5 million people have died. Some 20 militias roam
the area today raping, torturing, pillaging. The Mothers'
Union provides rape counseling and job training for
women; help for orphans, widows and teenaged girls and
for Pygmies whose lifestyle has been disrupted by militias
hiding in the forests. Women-to-Women helps spread the
word about and gain support for the wonderful work being
done by the Anglican Church in one of the most
dangerous parts of the world.

There is a great photo on
Facebook of Tiffani
Satterwhite's newly
decorated dorm room at
Mary Baldwin College. What
an inspiring young
lady! Besides doing well in
her course work at Granby
High School, Tiffani was very
active in ROTC. She has
been working for the last
several years to help support
her family. And she has
been a leader in the Mission,
urging younger kids to keep
up with their studies.
Tiffani is a good example of
a young person with great
potential benefiting from the support you give to the
Mission. We have eight other Mission kids that will be in
college this Fall. The need for assistance is great.
Although a lot of their expenses are covered by
scholarships and grants, there is a small but crucial gap
that the Mission helps fill. Your donation helps immensely.
Supporting the Mission college students has an impact on
the younger kids as well. They have watched the older
kids get through high school, go through the college
application process, get accepted, start college, and
come back with stories of the new horizons and
opportunities that college opens up for them, and jobs
that will lift them from poverty. The younger kids are
inspired, and strive to do better with their schoolwork.

To learn more about
Women-to-Women,
come to the ECW
Fall Annual Meeting
at Bruton Parish in
Williamsburg,
October 19. Susan
Broaddus, the
keynote speaker,
will report on her
visit with the
Bomb damage at school near St. Paul’s
Mothers' Union in
Anglican Church, Goma, Congo.
Goma, Diocese of
Children
were not in the building.
Bukava, Congo in
Schools had closed due to the
May. To register for
dangerous situation.
the meeting, please
call or email Louise
Boss, 757-678-5331, lrboss@isp.com.

Your donations are impactful in many ways -- they make it
possible for our college kids to achieve success: this Fall
we will be filling 25 new backpacks for our school-aged
kids with supplies they need to succeed; the Tuesday and
Thursday evening programs keep the kids focused on
doing their schoolwork each week; and the Sunday
church service is the core that brings God into the kids'
lives and gives them hope through prayer, hearing the
Word, and experiencing an uplifting sermon by Pastor
Keith Josey, one of the best interpreters of God's role in
these young people's lives that they'll ever hear.

You can also learn more about this ministry at “Crossing
Borders: Women to Women” on Saturday, Sept. 21, 10
a.m. to noon at Good Shepherd, Norfolk. The speaker will
be the Rev. Carey Dougherty Chirico of St. George's,
Fredericksburg. Donation: $10 adult and $5 student are
requested. Send to Mrs. Grace Martino-Strid, 3457
Chesapeake Blvd., Norfolk, VA 23513 by September 16.
Reservations can also be made by phone, 757-853-8520.

Donations may be sent to Mission of the Holy Spirit, 1445
Norview Avenue, Norfolk, VA 23513. Questions? Call 757
-858-0010. On behalf of those of us involved at the
Mission, we thank you in advance for your donation. It
truly makes a difference in the lives of a whole community
of people.
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Boys’ Home: An environment for
success since 1906
Boys' Home is a residential education facility located in
Covington. It has been an integral part of the Alleghany
Highlands since 1906. It serves young men ages 6 to 18
who have great promise, but limited opportunities. “We
see people in real crisis situations,” said Development
Director Janet Lemmer. Their mission is to help each
resident strive toward becoming a productive member of
society, by developing his potential, spiritually, mentally,
physically and socially.
In 1906, the Rev. George Rogers, rector of Emmanuel
Episcopal Church in Covington, fulfilled the need for
access to education and religion in the mountainous area,
and founded Grace Mission. After conducting services on
a roadside under some trees and then moving to a room
in a vacant house, Rogers started a school and Sunday
school in an old log cabin. By 1911, when Rogers left the
parish, a schoolhouse and chapel had been built. The
Mission was renamed The Industrial School and Farm for
Mountain Children and Home for Homeless Boys. Rogers’
dream became a reality. This was to become Boys’
Home.

Mission Works! – This is an opportunity for youth
groups, churches and other organizations to work
side-by-side with residents and staff in week-long oncampus projects. Some groups return year after year
to share in work and fellowship, helping with a
"mission" close to home. Boys' Home, hosted a
returning mission group of youth and adults from St.
John's, Chester, this summer. They worked on
projects that ranged from landscaping to assembling
beds.

To learn more about Boys’ Home and how you can get
involved in their ministry, contact Development Director
Janet Lemmer, 540-965-7715 or
jdlemmer@boyshomeinc.org. Visit their website,
www.boyshomeinc.org. Be sure to visit their Facebook
page, www.facebook.com/BHI1906, for updates and lots
of great photos.

Today, Boys’ Home 1400-acre campus offers recreational
facilities, a chapel, and an on-campus school that allows
boys to catch up academically before entering the public
school system. Vocational-technical opportunities are also
offered – including the Boys’ Home Christmas Tree Farm.
The spiritual life program is vibrant, under the auspices of
The Rev. Connie Wolfe Gilman, Boys’ Home Chaplain.

Good Samaritan gives away 500
backpacks filled with school
supplies

How you can help
How can you support Boys’ Home and their mission? “An
important way people can support Boys’ Home is by
referring families that are in need of out of home care,”
said Lemmer. Boys’ Home exists to serve young men and
their families.

Good Samaritan,
Virginia Beach,
participated in the
Western Bayside
Churches United
(WBCU) Back to
School
Community Day
at Williams Farm
Park in Virginia
Beach on August
24. WBCU is a partnership between three neighboring
churches - Good Samaritan, Heritage United Methodist,
and Enoch Baptist. The churches raised funds to buy over
500 backpacks and the school supplies to fill them. The
backpacks and supplies were given to the Western
Bayside neighborhood children to help prepare them to
go back to school this week. With the help of the NAACP
and the City of Virginia Beach, free food, entertainment
and prayer was provided throughout the afternoon for the
local community. Over 2,500 people attended the event.

You can also help the staff and residents in more
immediate ways:
 Wish List – The Boys’ Home website includes a wish
list of needed items, ranging from socks to sports
equipment. “Our youngest resident is 6 years old,”
said Lemmer, “so we always need games, books and
things for those little guys.” Go to
www.boyshomeinc.org.
 Sponsorships – Consider sponsoring a Boys’ Home
resident for Christmas or birthday. A gift of just $100
helps Boy’s Home provide a happy Christmas or
birthday celebration for a young man living away from
his home.
 Just for fun – Come visit with the young men at Boys’
Home or invite them for a weekend excursion. “It can
be as simple as a trip to the beach, movie night or
fishing trip,” said Lemmer.
5

Christ and Grace offers Reading
Camp for Petersburg students

"If we help one child, it's worth it," she says, but she
knows from the children's responses that they were all
positively impacted by the experience. They engaged in
the reading and writing sessions and rewarded their
teachers with hugs. One third grader cried when she left
on Friday because she didn't want the camp to end.

By Juanita Teschner, Christ and Grace
"It happens every year," says the Rev. David Teschner,
rector of Christ and Grace Episcopal Church in
Petersburg. "The children are a little reticent when they
come in on Monday morning, but by Tuesday they want to
know why they can't come to reading camp all summer
long."

The field trips were an integral part of the learning
experience. The children visited the Metro Richmond Zoo
the first day where they relied on signs to find the animals
they wanted to see most. They also read the information
plaques at the various habitats, learning about each
animal.

Teschner is referring to the Reading Adventure Camp the
church hosts each August for rising third graders in the
Petersburg Public Schools. The students are selected by
their teachers for the camp, which focuses on reading and
writing skills in the morning and offers educational field
trips in the afternoon.

The favorites this year included giraffes, rhinos, bears,
lions and cheetahs. The children were especially
impressed with the massiveness of the rhinos and the
long tongues of the giraffes, which licked treats from their
hands.
The campers also visited Pocahontas State Park, Lucky
Lake Gem Mine in McKenney, the U.S. Army
Quartermaster Museum at Fort Lee and both the current
Petersburg Public Library on Sycamore Street and the
one that is under construction on Washington Street.
The Petersburg Public Schools supported the week-long
effort by offering guidance in identifying students who
could benefit from the camp and by providing a bus and
driver who picked the children up, transported them on
the field trips and took them home at the end of the day.

Kidz Kamp participants spend
time with homeless neighbors

"I am delighted that we had 35 individuals - all ages, male
and female, with a broad spectrum of skills - volunteer
their time and talents to help these third graders become
better readers," Teschner says. "It speaks to our
commitment to Petersburg in general and the public
schools in particular."

At St. John's, Portsmouth, 51 homeless guests joined 83
Kidz Kamp (Vacation Bible School) participants and
volunteers for a Christmas in July air conditioned summer
picnic. Kidz Kamp participants decorated and gifted their
guests with specially decorated sugar cookies and Santa
arrived to present each homeless guest with neck
coolers. Kidz Kamp participants and volunteers also
prepared 39 gift boxes for Operation Christmas Child.

Reading Adventure Camp Co-leader Nancy Furr notes
that the "campers were encouraged to get excited about
reading and to feel comfortable and confident when
confronting the written word."
She quotes a well known proverb: "Give a man a fish and
you feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish and you feed
him for a lifetime." This philosophy "aptly describes why
Reading Adventure Camp is so important," she says,
noting that the ability to read is critical to success in
school and in life.
Maureen McClure, co-leader and liaison with the
Petersburg Public Schools, stresses that the volunteers
create an atmosphere each year that "communicates an
enthusiasm for learning and a delight in each child.
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Johns Memorial remembers 1963
effort to desegregate Farmville
churches

the positive potential that persons of faith can have to
promote racial reconciliation in our community." Utzinger
is a member of Johns Memorial and Hampden-Sydney
College religion professor.

Stories from Prison: a new blog

On July 28, Johns
Memorial, Farmville,
was one of four
churches that took part
in the 50th anniversary
commemoration of the
"Kneel-In" that took
place in Farmville.

Eastern Shore Chapel, Virginia Beach, is now hosting a
Prison Ministry blog on their website,
www.easternshorechapel.org. You will find stories there
about the amazing things that happen behind the walls
when the love of Christ is brought into the confines of a
maximum security prison. You are encouraged to
comment on the stories while you are there too! New
stories will be added on a regular basis so come back
often. If you have an interest in learning more about this
powerful ministry contact Scott Vollmer
vollmers4@cox.net or Lee Davis at
cleedavis@verizon.net.

On Sunday, July 28,
1963, just one month
before the March on
Washington and Dr.
Dr. Michael Utzinger welcomes
King's I Have A Dream
participants to Johns Memorial.
speech, over two dozen
local students were
arrested for attempting to desegregate downtown
Farmville churches. That day, a mass meeting of nearly
five hundred people was held at First Baptist Church.
After the meeting, various small groups fanned out to
integrate several downtown churches. A group of seven
to eight were admitted inside Johns Memorial, sitting with
Dr. C.G. Gordon Moss (consequently, Moss was stripped
of his church officership). Another group was denied
entrance to Farmville United Methodist. After being
denied entrance to Farmville Baptist, the group
proceeded to pray and sing hymns on the church steps
and was ultimately arrested for "disturbing the public
worship of God."

St. Paul’s: A miracle on 34th Street
By the Mission Committee, Bruton Parish, Williamsburg
To the Rev. Isabel Steilberg, feeding the homeless is not
about food. "We are trying to provide a place for people to
feel part of a community," says Steilberg, rector of St.
Paul's in inner-city Newport News, which serves about
200 local homeless individuals year round. "If you're not
able to be part of a group, it's difficult to be part of life."
St. Paul's is a place to get a basic breakfast or pick up a
bag lunch when social services offices are closed. It's a
place to get non-perishable food for your family and
bottled water in the heat of the summer. It's also a place
to meet a social worker, collect mail, make a phone call,
receive substance abuse counseling, learn about good
nutrition, or do an occasional load of laundry. It's a place
to learn about God's love through Bible Study. Seven
days a week, it's a place to turn in emergencies or a place
to simply rest.

Fifty years to the date, these churches—now integrated—
came together to honor these unsung local Civil Rights
heroes. Approximately 150 people took part in a walking
tour between four nearby churches - First Baptist,
Farmville Baptist, Farmville United Methodist and Johns
Memorial. The four-church program and walking tour
retraced the steps of the 1963 student activists, beginning
inside First Baptist Church. Reflections, prayers and
remarks were offered at each site.

Volunteers are the ones who help to make this kind of
outreach possible, and parishioners from Bruton Parish,
Williamsburg, are doing their part! For years, our specialty
has been preparing and serving Saturday lunch to
homeless individuals in St. Paul's parish hall. It is a twoday effort that involves menu planning, shopping for
groceries, and preparing, transporting and serving.

A statement from the Vestry was read at Johns
Memorial : "We, the members of Johns Memorial
Episcopal Church, confess with profound regret and
Christian sorrow that our church participated in the
complex webs of racism that gripped this community fifty
years ago and since ... Insofar as our brothers and
sisters, especially our African American brothers and
sisters, were harmed educationally, socially, and
spiritually we wish to say that we are sorry and ask
pardon, although we recognize that no pardon is
deserved."

On May 25, the meal was simple and the souls were
strong. Six Bruton parishioners dished out barbecue beef,
coleslaw, bean salad, and cake and strawberries to 23
hungry guests. But more important, they provided the kind
of food that can be found only in spirit - inspiring the
sense of spiritual community that Rev. Steilberg believes
is so vital.

"The 50th anniversary program not only commemorates
the event," said Dr. Michael Utzinger, "but acknowledges
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Congregations collaborate in
mission and build community on
the Eastern Shore

Coalition Against Domestic Violence office and shelter.
This agency has been in this location for 13 years without
having the funds to renovate and "spruce up" their space.
Money was given to them to have the carpets cleaned in
the office and shelter after we left.

By Ann Cronan, St. Michael’s, Bon Air

On Wednesday morning the men began work on the
home of Phillip Sharp, locally known as the "Can Man".
This gentleman, who has a hearing and speech
impediment, has collected cans along the roads of the
area for years and donated most of the income from this
to Habitat for Humanity. When the men visited him, they
found the kitchen floor was "like a trampoline". In three
days, they removed the kitchen floor, placed jacks under
the joists, set new block supports and beams to support a
new floor. By Friday evening, Mr. Sharp had a new
kitchen floor complete with linoleum donated by a local
business, and a new kitchen cabinet.

"The St. Francis prayer
says 'it is in giving that we
receive'. Mission trips are
a transforming experience
that touches me deeply
and reminds me of the
abundance in my life and
the Grace that comes from
reaching out to serve
those who are less
fortunate. I see the world
through a different lens
and am filled with
gratitude." This is one
missioner's reflection on
the week spent on the
Eastern Shore in July. St.
Michael's, Bon Air, partnered with St. James', Accomac,
and St. George's, Pungoteague, to share our abundance
with the communities in Accomac County.

This was a lot to accomplish in five days! Our team was
made up of 27 youth and adults, some members of St.
Michael's Church, some students and parents from St.
Michael's Middle School, and a few friends of these
missioners. The team had a Spaghetti Dinner and Auction
in June to raise funds for the trip with the goal of bringing
in $1,500. Over $4,000 was raised! And as our partners at
St. George's and St. James' and the community of
Accomac County heard and saw what our team was
doing, they began to share the mission with us. At Mr.
Sharp's home, a kitchen cabinet and a new pump were
purchased and a plumber hired to install it; and new
siding will be put up to weatherproof the kitchen, all with
money donated by the community.

Initially it was unclear what projects we would do on this
trip. Gifts and talents were evident in the team members
but also a willingness to be flexible and open to God's
call. Another missioner writes: "we are often unaware of
how God is using our spiritual gifts to encourage and
support others. During that week in July, however, He
allowed us to experience the fruits of our labors again and
again. This included an evening in Accomac at St. James'
Church with 23 folks who came out to meet with us as we
presented a program on Recognizing Grief: Overcoming
Loss and Sorrow. We shared ninety minutes of listening
to their stories and watching them respond to one another
as they heard our message. I was touched by their
appreciation and willingness to continue the process of
group support in the future."

The hard work and dedication of the Rev. Jeunee Godsey
and the Rev. Cameron Randle made this trip possible.
They were ever present with us in our work and in our
worship. We look forward to a continued relationship and
partnership between our churches.

The women of St. George's had organized a camp for the
children of the community. The theme was "Faith and
Ecology: God is Green". Twenty-seven children had three
days of fun and fellowship which included a visit to a local
garden, a trip to an Alpaca farm, blueberry picking and an
excursion to the State Park where they heard a
presentation on water conversation. The women and
youth of St. Michael's who were "counselors" enjoyed
helping with the three day camp. One of the young
campers was heard to exclaim, "This is the best day of
my life".
This team was blessed with a group of men who were
willing to do some "light construction". With the help of
some of the team women and youth, we were able to do
major renovation and painting at the Eastern Shore
8

75 volunteers assist with Remote
Area Medical Clinic

Redeemer volunteers brought a cargo van two-thirds full
of clothes. In 2011, they collected enough to fill the cargo
van.

Contributed by Teddy Cogbill and Lou Markwith,
Redeemer, Midlothian

In 2011, Bill was unable to return to RAM because of
health problems. Members of Redeemer stepped up and
helped the Lions in distribute the clothing. That year they
brought a cargo van plus two mini vans and a pickup
truck full of clothes. In 2012, the Lions asked Lou to take
over responsibility for the clothing distribution. "I agreed
as long as my congregation would accept the project as
an Outreach mission," said Lou. Redeemer's Vestry
approved the project.

Since 2010, Redeemer, Midlothian, has been participating
in a ministry that provides medical, dental and other
services in rural Wise County, Virginia - the Remote Area
Medical Clinic (RAM). Redeemer's role in this ministry is
to provide clothing. And they literally provide tons of it.
With the help of Richmond area businesses,
organizations and four other churches, Redeemer
collected 15,000 pounds of clothes in June, including
$8,000 worth of new socks and underwear for children,
women, and men. Their slogan is "Gently Used clothing,
for all ages, all sizes, all sexes and all seasons."

Lou and the members of Redeemer have been amazed
by the response to this effort. The volunteer, who drove
our truck, told his father in Norfolk about the project. His
father collected clothes and brought them to Richmond.
An 84 year-old grandmother from Pennsylvania heard
about the project from her daughter who was attending
RAM as a volunteer. She began knitting sweaters for
children up age ten. The sweaters were brought to
Richmond and distributed by her daughter on Friday and
Saturday. Redeemer has a prayer shawl ministry
supported by knitters in the Parish. Each stitch represents
a "prayer for the healing" for the person who receives a
shawl. Each year, they select a medical professional to
receive a shawl because they are volunteering to help
others and seldom receive the care and comfort they may
need. Redeemer also worked with Mount Olivet Baptist
Church in Beaverdam, Virginia, on their Shoe Ministry.
This was their first year at RAM. Redeemer collected 500
pairs of shoes for their effort.

Seventy five members of Redeemer traveled to Wise
County, with a truck filled with clothing, for the three-day
RAM in July. They arrived to find about 1,000 additional
pounds of clothing, donated by various Lions Clubs,
waiting for them. In just three days at RAM, they
distributed 15,500 pounds of clothing. All the new socks
and underwear were given out in just two and a half
hours. At the end of the RAM, volunteers packed up the
remaining clothing and delivered it to Lions Club of Norton
for their clothing distribution system.
The distribution of clothing at RAM was started 10 years
ago by Lions Club member Bill Haddon of Lynchburg,
Virginia. The program grew as more and more members
brought clothes for distribution to patients who were
attending the clinic. The remarkable part of the story is
that Bill Haddon was in his eighties and legally blind when
he started this program. His wife would drive Bill to Wise
County each year and, with the support of Virginia Lions
working in the tent, people who could not afford new
clothes had the opportunity to pick out "gently used"
clothes to wear.

Cursillo weekend Oct. 3-6
Cursillo is a movement within the Episcopal Church and is
a method to help us grow closer to Christ. Cursillo is also
a community where we’re encouraged to live joyfully and
serve faithfully in grace. Cursillo came to our diocese in
1978, and there have been two to four weekend retreats
every year since then.

Redeemer parishioner and Lion's Club member Lou
Markwith met Bill at the RAM in 2009. The next year, Lou
encouraged members Redeemer to support the clothing
distribution and started taking donations. In 2010

Laura Frank Sale of Eastern Shore Chapel, Virginia
Beach, wrote to a friend about Cursillo saying, “I gained
new friends who share a deep love of Christ, strive to be
leaders in their own parishes, and whose friendship feels
much larger than having only known them for three days.
I learned new ways to talk to God and took away with me
new tools to make my relationship with God more
intentional on a daily basis. It was a joyous and fun
experience that I would love for you to share also.”
Join the Cursillo #152 team for a weekend of worship,
music, fun, faith, and fellowship at Chanco on the James.
For more information go to www.cursillodsv.org or contact
Stew Wolfe at stewwolfe@gmail.com.
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News from Chanco on the James
By Talley Sale Banazek, Marketing/Development Coordinator, Chanco on the James
Chanco Annual Fund Needs You!

Spring Grove, VA 23881. Easy on line donations may
also be made on our website at www.chanco.org. The
Chanco board and staff thank you, in advance, for your
contribution to our ministry!

The Chanco Annual Fund is a
significant aspect of Chanco’s
budget which helps to offset
operating costs and allows
Chanco to keep costs low to
our guests, while providing
exceptional programming and
making improvements. Your
generosity makes possible
the improvements to our
facilities and the financial
assistance we offer. Thank
you. But you do even more,
by giving to Chanco you
affirm the ministry we do and
declare that a struggling
economy will not impede our
ability to share Christ’s love
with our campers and retreat
participants. The 2013
Don’t make us blue! Support Annual Fund goal is $70,000
our Annual Fund today!
and we need your help to
meet that goal! Chanco has received a little over $24,000
toward that goal thus far, so we have a ways to go to
meet our budgeted amount! Help us make this possible!

If you have any questions about the Annual Fund or
would like a visit to your parish or vestry, please do not
hesitate to contact Executive Director Gareth Kalfas at 1888-7CHANCO or director@chanco.org or Development
Coordinator Talley Banazek at 804-399-4019 or
talley@banazek.com.
Rocking and Rolling with Renovation!
Once again, Chanco is blessed with outstanding
volunteer efforts this past summer to help continue our
conference center renovation process that began in 2011.
This renovation would not have been possible if not for
the generosity of our donors and our volunteers. Over
$67,000 was raised in a relatively short time period earlier
this year with gifts from parishes and individuals in order
to continue our renovation process. After the money was
raised for the materials, the Chanco board and staff
worked to secure our volunteers who literally saved
Chanco tens of thousands of dollars in labor costs.
In both June and July, volunteers gathered at Chanco for
work weekends to begin the process of restoring our
conference lodging for years of continued service to
guests. Each work weekend, Chanco was blessed with
more than 25 individuals who came to pitch in and help.
After two weekends of work, roofing and siding had been
torn down, and rotten lumber was replaced with new.

What does a donation to the Annual Fund support? It
helps fund scholarships and provides financial assistance
to camper families (over $16,000 awarded in 2013). It
makes improvements possible such as new ropes course
equipment and repairs to low ropes elements, as well as
the as the renovation to the bathhouses that occurred
prior to camp season this year. Annual Fund donations
also assist Chanco with needed large purchases such as
a new generator.

All of this hard preparation work set the stage for a tenday work project in August that provided new life to
buildings B and C. As in previous years, Doug Weymouth,
Bruce Comfort, Steve Wallace, and Chuck Alley, led our

In the past, Chanco has only received support from
approximately 18% of the parishes in this diocese. This
year, Chanco is striving for the goal of 50% of our
parishes donating to the Annual Fund! We understand
that all of our parishes have multiple organizations they
enjoy supporting philanthropically. Chanco simply wants
to be included in that important list. The amount of the
donation does not matter nearly as much as the donation
itself. A donation to Chanco says, “Chanco on the James
is an important part of our diocese and a place where
essential ministries such as Cursillo, EYC (Episcopal
Youth Community) retreats, Happening, parish retreats
and vestry retreats take place. Chanco deserves our
support.” Whether you are an individual or a parish,
please make this statement TODAY by sending in your
donation to Chanco’s Annual Fund. Checks may be
made to Chanco on the James with Annual Fund in the
memo line and mailed to Chanco at 394 Floods Drive,
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work crew. Each of these gentlemen is a talented
carpenter who has volunteered hundreds of hours to our
beloved Chanco over the last three years. Our volunteer
team included parishioners from across the diocese,
diocesan and Chanco staff, camp alumni, members of the
Chanco Board, and Chanco friends who are not members
of the Episcopal Church. Bishop Hollerith visited with the
group to witness first hand the extraordinary efforts and to
thank everyone for their time, dedication and hard work.
Over the course of the August work project, significant
renovation and restoration was accomplished. Our
dedicated crew worked through several rainy days (which
did not dampen spirits!) to hang siding, install new
windows, and lay new roofing. Paint and caulk sealed and
finished the new materials. When the long week was over
and all the tireless volunteers headed home, buildings B
and C looked refreshed and revitalized. Beyond the
extensive work efforts, our volunteers enjoyed time of
fellowship and camaraderie, sharing a love for Chanco.
Volunteers reunited with old friends and made new ones
from throughout our diocese while providing an invaluable
service to Chanco on the James.

another work session in October. The Chanco Alumni
Association is also planning a work weekend, and may
dedicate their time to the restoration of B and C as well. If
you have not yet been a part of this exciting period in
Chanco's development, it is not too late to sign up simply contact Volunteer Builder Coordinator Ames
Herbert at herbert@exchange.vt.edu to become a
Chanco Builder today and join in the action! The Chanco
board and staff would like to thank all our volunteers and
donors for helping make this transformation possible.

There is still a bit more work to be done on these two
buildings to complete what has been started. The last of
the siding must still be hung, and one section of roofing
remains to be shingled. A little more paint and caulk, and
the whole restoration will be complete! While dates have
not yet been selected, talks are already underway to plan

Bishop Hollerith visits with restoration work crew.
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Calendar of Events
Visit the “Workshops, Training &
Events” and “Youth” pages of our
website for even more upcoming
events, www.diosova.org.
______________________
Crossing Borders: Women to
Women—September 21, Good
Shepherd, Norfolk. The Episcopal
Church Women (ECW) of the
Diocese of Southern Virginia invite
you and your parish to learn more
about what's happening in the Congo
and what the Episcopal Church is
doing to help. Our speaker is the
Rev. Deacon Carey Dougherty
Chirico of St. George's,
Fredericksburg. Details and
registration at diosova.org.
Bishop’s Days for Everybody! —
October 5 at Redeemer, Midlothian &
October 12 at Eastern Shore Chapel,
Virginia Beach. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Go to
diosova.org for details and
registration.
Cursillo: Concurrent Weekend
(men & women) - October 3-6 at
Chanco on the James. Cursillo is an
adult retreat designed to help us grow
closer to Jesus Christ. It's also a
community where we're encouraged
to live joyfully and serve faithfully in
grace. For more information on
Cursillo or to apply to be a candidate
or a team member, please visit the
Cursillo website at
www.cursillodsv.org.
October Weekend - October 11-13,
Chanco on the James. For grades 812. Visit Camp Chanco on the James
River for a weekend in the woods

with teens from all over our diocese!
October Weekend features great
music, small groups, socials and
games, meaningful discussions, a
dance, and really incredible worship
experiences. Come experience the
presence of God in community! Go to
www.diosova.org for details and
registration.
ECW Fall Meeting: Women to
Women—October 19 at Bruton
Parish, Williamsburg. Susan
Broaddus, the keynote speaker, will
report on her visit with the Mothers’
Union in Goma, Diocese of Bukava,
Congo in May. To register for the
meeting, please call or email Louise
Boss, 757-678-5331,
lrboss@isp.com.
Shrine Mont Fall Camp—Oct. 2124. The Tri-Diocesan Council on
Aging will offer its annual Fall Camp
at Shrine Mont in Orkney Springs,
VA. Keynote speaker will be Phyllis
Tickle. Singer, story teller and folk
theologian Ed Kilbourne will be
returning this year. Go to
www.shrinemont.org.
Day of Repentance and
Reconciliation—November 2. A
service will be held at Christ and St.
Luke's Church, Norfolk, at 11 am on
that day for the attendance and
participation of the Diocese of
Southern Virginia Family.

the weekend is learning and
experiencing the love of Christ. The
weekend format includes series of
talks, movies, small group activities
and worship, as well as opportunities
for fellowship, fun and making new
friends. Go to www.diosova.org for
details and registration.
November Weekend - November 15
-17, Chanco on the James. For
grades 6-9. Make new friends at this
fall retreat at Chanco! November
Weekend includes music, games,
activities, socials, small group
discussions and amazing worship!
Go to www.diosova.org for details
and registration.
122nd Annual Council of the
Diocese of Southern Virginia February 7-8, 2014 at the
Williamsburg Lodge Convention
Center, Williamsburg.

Safe Church
Classroom Training
Contact Judy Rieken for more
information and registration,
jrieken@diosova.org or
757-213-3391.
September 21—Grace, Norfolk
September 28—Johns Memorial,
Farmville

Happening #60 - November 8-10,
Chanco on the James. Happening- A
Christian Experience is a Christian
renewal program designed for youth
in grades 10-12. The focal point of

Get More News From Around Our Diocese!
Follow us on:

Sign up for our weekly
eNews at our website,
www.diosova.org

Facebook (facebook.com/diosova)
Twitter (@Diosova)
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