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The Diocese of Southern Virginia will hold its 127th 
Annual Council  - “Fresh Expressions of Gospel 
Relationships” - February 8-9, 2019 at the Williamsburg 
Lodge Convention Center. Go to www.bit.ly/diosova127 
for complete registration and hotel information, and all the 
most current information about Council.   
  
Keynote Speakers 
Our keynote speakers will be Gannon Sims and the Rev. 
Bobbe Fitzhugh of Fresh Expressions, an international 
movement of missionary disciples cultivating new kinds of 
church alongside existing congregations to more 
effectively engage our growing post-Christian society. 
 
Nominations for Elections at Annual Council  
The following elections will take place at Annual Council: 
Standing Committee (one lay, one clergy); Disciplinary 
Board (one lay, two clergy); Provincial Synod (1 lay, one 
clergy). Get more info and the nomination form on the 
Council web page.   
 
Communicator Credentials  
Church communicators can apply to attend Council at no 
cost. Use the application form available on the Annual 
Council web page. Applications are due by January 28, 
2019.  
 
  

Youth Delegation & Delegation Advisors Application  
Youth in grades 9-12 are invited to be a part of the Youth 
Delegation at Annual Council. Additionally, two adult 
leaders will be selected to serve as advisors for the youth 
delegation to help them engage in and process Council. 
Use the application forms available on the Annual Council 
web page. Applications are due by January 9, 2019.  
  
 

Bishop Magness called as Bishop 
Diocesan Pro Tempore 
  
The Executive Board and Standing 
Committee of the Diocese are pleased 
to announce that the Rt. Rev. James 
B. Magness has accepted a call to 
serve as our Bishop Diocesan Pro-
Tempore, effective January 1, 2019 
and until such time as the 11th Bishop 
of the Diocese of Southern Virginia is 
consecrated. Bishop Jay is well known 
to most of us, having served in an 
administrative capacity in our diocese 
before his election as Suffragan Bishop of the Armed 
Forces and Federal Ministries. Since his retirement from 
that position, he and Carolyn have been in many of our 
parishes, as he has served as our Assisting Bishop. The 
lay delegates and clergy of the Diocese will be asked to 
affirm this appointment at Diocesan Council in February, 
2019.  
 
 

Prayer for the Bishop Search    
  
Please include the Nomination/Search and Transition 
Committees, and the search for a new bishop in your 
prayers:  

Almighty and most gracious God, source of all 
wisdom and guidance, send your Holy Spirit to guide 
us as we seek and discern a shepherd for the 
Diocese of Southern Virginia. Inspire us with hope, 
hearts to love you and a desire to serve one another. 
Grant us grace to entrust you with the future of your 
Church and all things. We ask in the name of your 
Son, Jesus Christ Our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.   

 
 News and updates on the search process can be found 
at www.bit.ly/diosovabishop.  

Registration for Annual Council 2019 is open 

Go to our website to register for news by email, www.diosova.org.  Follow us on Facebook & Instagram. 
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Clergy transitions 

 
The Rev. Lottie Cochran left St. Thomas', Chesapeake, 
September 9, 2018.  
  
The Rev. John Willard left Good Shepherd, McKenney, 
October 1, 2018.  
 
The Rev. James Young began as priest-in-charge at St. 
Thomas', Chesapeake, on November 1, 2018.  
  
The Rev. Marjorie Holm left as Interim Rector at 
Emmanuel, Franklin, on November 30, 2018. 
 
The Rev. Deacon Bob Gay began at Hickory Neck, 
Toano, on December 2, 2018.  
 
The Rev. Deacon Margery Howell retired from Good 
Samaritan, Virginia Beach, on December 2, 2018.  
 
 

John Meek retires as Diocesan 
Treasurer 
 
At the October 18 
meeting of the 
diocesan Program 
Review & Budget 
(PB&R) Committee 
meeting, Bishop 
Hollerith, members 
of PB&R, and 
diocesan staff 
thanked John Meek 
as he retired as 
diocesan 
treasurer.   
  
John has served the Diocese as volunteer treasurer for 
eight years. During his tenure, John was instrumental in 
the effort to increase diocesan giving to the Episcopal 
Church, enabling Southern Virginia to be able to achieve 
the required 15% pledge in 2019.   
  
John thanked the Bishop and committee members, 
saying, "It has been my real honor and pleasure to serve 
with you all for eight years and I wish the Diocese God's 
blessing as we proceed from this place into the future."  
 
 

Does your church have a disaster 
management plan?   
  
A diocesan disaster management program is available to 
help congregations plan for potential incidents, provide 
direction during times of crises, and foster cooperation in 
recovery efforts.  The central focus of the disaster 

management program is assisting congregations to 
develop and maintain an All-Hazard Disaster 
Management Plan that will enable congregations to 
evaluate their infrastructure, identify threats, and assess 
specific vulnerabilities, and develop a plan to address 
them. 
  
For more information and to schedule your training, 
please contact Dr. Bill King at 757-572-3853 (cell) or 804-
479-3301 (home), or ddc@diosova.org. For 
documentation and training materials contact Diocesan 
Communications Officer Ann Turner at 757-213-3388 or 
aturner@diosova.org. 
 
 

Deacons’ School graduates 
ordained 

Bishop Hollerith and Bishop Shannon Johnston of 
Diocese of Virginia ordained six new deacons on 
Saturday, Sept. 29 at Galilee, Virginia Beach - two from 
Southern Virginia and four from Virginia. They are all 
graduates of The Deacons' School, a joint project of the 
three dioceses in Virginia. Southern Virginia's new 
deacons are the Rev. Deacon Linda Rogers and the Rev. 
Deacon Carter Sinclair (second and first from right, 
respectively; photo by the Rev. Julia Messer).  
 
 

Campus ministries hold retreat 
 
Campus 
ministries from 
Old Dominion 
University, 
College of 
William & Mary, 
Hampden 
Sydney 
College, and 
Longwood 
University 
came together for a retreat at Chanco on the James 
earlier this month, focusing on the meaning of baptism in 
their lives, and enjoying being together at Chanco. 

John Meek and Bishop Hollerith 
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Little Library installed at St. 
John’s, Halifax 
 
St. John's, Halifax, 
welcomes their 
neighbors to visit 
their new Little 
Free Library and 
to take a book or 
leave a book or 
both. It's free. St. 
John's installed 
the Little Free 
Library on the 
sidewalk by the 
Parish House and visitors can access the books on foot 
or from their car.   
  
"The committee had fun filling the box with books, and we 
tried to select ones that would appeal to all ages," said 
Kathy Parker, chair of St. John's Little Free Library 
Committee. The group has filled the library with books for 
children and adults.   
  
"This Little Free Library is for everybody in the community 
- not just church members," said Parker, "We invite 
everybody to participate, whether they have a book to 
leave or not. Our goal is to encourage the love of reading 
and to put books in the hands of people who would like to 
have them."  
 
 

15 acolytes from St. Peter's, 
Norfolk, participate in festival at 
the National Cathedral 
Nancy Comfort, St. Peter's, Norfolk 
  
On October 6, 
acolytes from St. 
Peter's, Norfolk, 
and their Rector, 
the Rev. John 
Eidam, traveled 
to the Acolyte 
Festival held at 
the National 
Cathedral in 
Washington, 
D.C. This was a 
first time visit for many of the fifteen acolytes and guests 
attending. It was an exciting time worshiping together with 
so many other acolytes from all over the world at the 
cathedral. The day offered many workshops for the 
acolytes and opportunities to explore the cathedral and 
the grounds. We were truly blessed to attend this 
wonderful celebration of Acolytes who serve with love and 
dedication to this ministry.  

St. Bride’s teams up with the 
Elizabeth River Project 
Kirke White, Senior Warden, St. Bride’s, Chesapeake 
 
St. Bride's, Chesapeake, teamed up with the non-profit 
Elizabeth River Project for RiverFest 2018 on October 6. 
RiverFest is a fun, free outdoor festival designed to create 
excitement, understanding, and community involvement 
in the restoration of the environmental health of the 
Elizabeth River. It was an event for the whole family - 
even the dog! This year's festival celebrated the Eastern 
Branch's Indian River and was hosted on the grounds of 
St. Bride's.   

 This year the festival focused on three things. First, it 
was a celebration of the recovery made in and around the 
Elizabeth River. Through the work of  local, state and 
volunteer efforts, habitat for all of the river creatures and 
the people who live and work beside and on the river are 
returning the river from a "dead" state to a more livable 
quality of life. Thanks to volunteer work, oysters are 
coming back, sea horses are being found, and river otters 
are having fun playing in the water. Second, it was 
educational for the community began to see what lives at 
the bottom of the River. Live fish, worms, barnacles and 
snails were viewed in the aquariums set up in the St. 
Bride's Parish Hall. Third, it was a day of fun with lots of 
food and fun things to do.  The kids could view a 
mermaid, or make crafts like the creatures that live in the 
river, or they could get their faces painted, or make a 
bandana with the image of a favorite aquatic creature on 
it. Food specialties included shrimp salad, a crab dish, 
pizza, or a shaved ice.  
 
 It was a great event for the community on the border 
between Virginia Beach and Chesapeake. RiverFest is an 
annual event held by the Elizabeth River Project at 
different locations each year. Hosting the festival was a 
great way for St. Bride's to help foster environmental 
awareness in our community. Over 500 visitors (not 
including dogs) came to the festival. St. Bride's is grateful 
to be helping our community toward a solution! 
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Hickory Neck partners with 
Kensington School to address 
community need 
The Rev. Charles Bauer, Hickory Neck, Toano 

Hickory Neck, Toano, has held a dream for over ten years 
of supporting young families in Upper James City County. 
Blessed with land and a passion for loving our neighbors 
as ourselves, we knew we could address a deep need in 
the community. Thanks to some help from the Holy Spirit, 
in 2017 Hickory Neck became acquainted with the 
Kensington School, an existing early childhood school in 
James City County looking to expand in our area.  
 
After a year of 
collaborating, 
dreaming, and 
planning, the 
Kensington 
School at 
Hickory Neck 
Episcopal 
Church opened 
in August. 
Though we are 
only beginning to 
live into this new 
relationship, 
Hickory Neck 
and the 
Kensington 
School have already partnered with Hickory Neck's 
annual Fall Festival, and formation leaders at the church 
will soon begin offering a religion class for children at 
Kensington. Hickory Neck parishioners are also beginning 
work to raise funds for scholarships, an effort that will 
change the lives of families who otherwise would not be 
able to afford quality early childhood development. We 
look forward to our shared future, ever guided and 
blessed by the Holy Spirit!  
 
 

Holy Apostles shares ecumenical 
experiences and challenges at 
national conference  
Lourdes Little, Holy Apostles, Virginia Beach   
  
The North American Academy of Ecumenists (NAAE) 
invited Holy Apostles, Virginia Beach, to send 
representatives to speak at this year's annual conference 
which was held Sept. 28-30 with the theme,  "Living Unity: 
Shared Ecumenical Ministries".  Holy Apostles members 
Lourdes Little and Charles Mills shared their church's 
history, experiences and challenges with conference 
participants. NAAE was established in 1967 and is 
composed of college, university and theological seminary 
professors engaged in studies related to Christian unity.   
  
Holy Apostles was founded in 1977 by Episcopal Bishop 
David Rose of the Diocese of Southern Virginia and 
roman Catholic Bishop Walter Sullivan of the Diocese of 
Richmond.  It was envisioned as a sign of Christian Unity 
where Roman Catholics and Episcopalians could "share 
as much common life as possible while retaining the 
required forms of their own worship and 
sacramental  ministry".  The clergy serve part-time - an 
Episcopal priest, a Roman Catholic priest and a Roman 
Catholic deacon.  The vestry council has an equal 
number of Episcopalians and Roman Catholics. There is 
one treasury and one treasurer. All committees have an 
Episcopalian co-chair and a Roman Catholic co-chair. All 
activities are done together except for the sacraments. On 
Sundays, the celebration of the Roman Catholic Mass is 
followed by the celebration of the Episcopal liturgy. Most 
members attend both services. 
  
The book "Daring to Share: Multi-denominational 
Congregations in the United States and Canada", co-
authored by conference speakers Sandra Beardsall, Mitzi 
Budde and William McDonald, cites Holy Apostles as one 
of two churches that are  "the greatest innovators of the 
ministries covered in this book."  The other church 
mentioned is Mission of the Atonement, a community of 
Roman Catholics and Lutherans in Beaverton, Oregon. 
When this church was in the planning stage, several 
members visited Holy Apostles to learn from their 
experience.   
 
 

 

Get more news from  
Southern Virginia! 

 

Sign up for our weekly eNews at 
www.diosova.org.  

County Supervisor Sue Sadler, school 
director Allison Greene, Hickory Neck 
Episcopal Church rector Jennifer 
Andrews-Weckerly, Kensington School 
owner Rachel Salmon, Del. Brenda 
Pogge, and James City EDA chairwoman 
Robin Bledsoe at the Kensington School 
ribbon cutting Sept. 26.  

Members of Hickory Neck and families from the Kensington 
School gathered on September 9  to bless the new school 
building and meet new friends at a joint parish and school 
picnic.  
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Attendance at Vergers Guild 
Conference energizes verger 
ministry at Christ & St. Luke’s 
David Phillips, Christ & St. Luke’s 
 
Alex Grice who died in 2010 
was well known in the 
Diocese for many of his 
activities, but I remember him 
especially as the man with 
the stick escorting 
processions at Annual 
Council. That was back when 
I attended Council as a 
representative of Emmanuel, 
Cape Charles. Now a 
parishioner at Alex's church, 
Christ & St. Luke's, Norfolk, I 
am one of five volunteer 
Vergers. Alex had big shoes 
to fill.  
  
I recently returned from the 
30th Annual Conference of 
the Vergers Guild of the 
Episcopal Church at which I 
was installed as a Fellow of the Guild having completed a 
nine month course of training under the mentorship of the 
Rev. Grant Stokes (now rector of Trinity, Portsmouth). 
The Conference was attended by over 100 vergers 
across the United States. We had the opportunity to share 
our experiences and stories. The highlight was the 
keynote speaker Nadia Bolz-Weber, a Lutheran pastor 
who founded House for All Sinners and Saints in Denver, 
Colorado. Bolz-Weber is the author of the New York 
Times bestsellers Accidental Saints: Finding God in All 
the Wrong People and Pastrix: the Cranky, Beautiful Faith 
of a Sinner & Saint. 
  
The Conference was invigorating and Denver is an 
exciting city to visit - and what good restaurants! We 
attended Evensong at St. Andrews, Denver and Festival 
Eucharist at St. John's Cathedral as well as Morning 

Prayer at the hotel.  
  
Another of our Christ & St. Luke's Verger Team, Dr. 
Carolyn Moneymaker is currently signed up for the 
Training Program. For those unfamiliar, the Ministry of the 
Verger is one of hospitality and organization. 
Responsibilities vary from parish to parish, but in most all 
cases, the Verger must be able to assume almost any 
role during a service. To learn more go to 
www.vergers.org.  
  
At Christ & St. Luke's five Vergers rotate taking one 
Sunday a month. Two Vergers serve each Sunday, one 
as lead Verger, escorting the procession, and the other 
greeting the congregation, staying in the rear of the Nave 
and tending to any emergencies that might arise. The 
current period of restoration/renovation at Christ & St. 
Luke's has been particularly challenging in that some 
Sundays we arrive to find pews missing and the High 
Altar in a different spot.  
 
 

St. Martin’s auction raises over 
$20,000 for Haiti school 
 
The patron saint of St. Martin's, 
Williamsburg, is Martin of 
Tours, who gave away half of 
his cloak to a person in need. 
So it is fitting that the 
fundraiser held on October 27 
to benefit of very special group 
of children was called the 
CLOAK Auction - Caring, 
Loving, Outreach, Action, 
Kindness.   
 
The St. Martin's Men's 
Fellowship hosted a silent and 
live auction, the proceeds of which will fill the tuition gap 
for many students at St. Vincent's Center for Children with 
Disabilities in Port au Prince, Haiti. The school serves 200 
children who are either blind, deaf, or are missing limbs. 
Students' classroom education meets the individual needs 
of each of the students according to their disabilities. In 
addition, the children receive dental and medical care, 
daily meals, special education programs and much more. 
Tuition is $780 a year per student. Parents are asked to 
pay $130, leaving a gap of $650 for each student.  
 
The principal of St. Vincent's School, Irvika Francois, 
attended the event and spoke about the school and its 
students. The auction's revenue, totaling more than 
$20,000, will be donated directly to St. Vincent's Center. 
The generosity of the community members who 
participated that evening will cover the gap in tuition for 
more than 30 students. What an amazing gift of a brighter 
future for so many who have so little! 
 

The Verger cadre at Christ & St. Luke's, Norfolk (L to R): Tim 
Haycox; Daniel Toven; Carolyn Moneymaker; Norman Brown; 
David Phillips   

Alex Grice installed as Ver-
ger at Christ & St. Luke's, 
1997. L to R: The Rev. Can-
on Win Lewis, then assis-
tant rector; Alex Grice; the 
Rev. James Sell, then rec-
tor; William Gleason, presi-
dent of the Vergers Guild of 
the Episcopal Church.  

St. Martin's Rector, the 
Rev. Cathy Tyndall 
Boyd and St. Vincent's 
School Principal Irvika 
Francois.  
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Historical reenactment includes 
Evening Prayer using 1662 BCP 

St. John's, Suffolk, hosted a group of 18th century 
reenactors on December 2, including Tim Platek, who 
portrayed a Chaplain/Minister. Evening prayer was held in 
the Anglican style using extracts from the 1662 Book of 
Common Prayer. The reenactors shared some history 
before the service began to set the stage. The service 
included a timely and still relevant sermon and a small 
choir of reenactors led hymns from the times. The 
reenactment portrayed December 2, 1775. In November 
1775 British Lord Dunmore had declared martial law in 
Virginia as the colony was in open rebellion to the 
Crown. In late November, the recently formed 2nd 
Virginia Regiment had made their way through Suffolk on 
the move to Great Bridge in what's now Chesapeake to 
combat British forces that were gathering there. The 
reenactment focused on the transit of the 2nd Virginia 
Regiment and the sea of unrest in the colony.  
 

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 
releases book of sermons 
  
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has 
collected five of his most notable 
sermons in a book that will be 
released on Oct. 30. The book will 
include his royal wedding sermon 
and three sermons from General 
Convention: at opening Eucharist on 
July 5, the revival on July 7 and the 
prayer service July 8 outside the 
Hutto Detention Center in Taylor, 
Texas.   
  
"To be honest, I wasn't thinking about including those 
sermons in a book, but when the publisher saw them we 
all realized that they would take the message of the love 
of Jesus deeper and apply it to life," Curry said. "I hope 
and pray that this message of the way of love, which is 
the way of Jesus, can be a message for our world at this 
time."   
 
 

Church-wide Bible reading 
initiative begins in Epiphany  
 
 
Forward Movement, 
along with partners 
from across the 
Episcopal Church, 
invites all Episcopalians to participate in the Good Book 
Club, a church-wide Bible reading initiative. The Good 
Book Club will focus on Paul's Letter to the Romans, with 
participants reading a section of scripture each day during 
the Epiphany season, starting on January 7, 2019.  
  
Several organizations are partnering with Forward 
Movement in the Good Book Club, including the United 
Thank Offering, Forma, Episcopal Church Women, and 
The Living Church. Partner organizations are creating 
resources or encouraging their constituents to take part in 
the effort. 
     
ChurchNext, a ministry of Forward Movement, will offer 
two six-week live Bible studies, one in English led by the 
Rev. Jay Sidebotham, author of Conversations with 
Scripture: Romans and director of RenewalWorks, and 
one in Spanish, led by the Rev. Glenda McQueen, the 
Episcopal Church's staff officer for Latin America & the 
Caribbean, and Hugo Olaiz, assistant editor for Latino/
Hispanic ministries for Forward Movement. The Good 
Book club website, www.goodbookclub.org, lists the daily 
readings and resources to support people as they read 
the scriptures. Spanish resources are available at 
www.clubbiblico.org. 

Rachel Popp of Historic St. Luke's in Smithfield led a 
Cemetery Preservation Workshop at Grace Church, 
Yorktown, this summer. Participants learned about and 
practiced applying headstone and monument cleaning 
techniques. 



7 

 ECW President says thank you 
Helen Sharpe-Williams, ECW Diocesan President 
 
As my term as president comes to an end I would like to 
thank each of you for your support and dedication to the 
Episcopal Church Women (ECW). It has been an honor to 
serve you and I hope I have served you well. In parting I 
would like to leave with the following: 

 Know that God has a plan for our lives as the ECW. 

 Be ready for the divine moments, whether it is a call 
to serve or to give. 

 Stand with courage. 

 Pray for clarity and hope for the future of the ECW. 

 Listen to God because He uses everything and 
everybody for his divine purpose. 

 
Love God, love your neighbor, and love yourself. Go. Do 
God’s work in the world, and in the Church. Share the 
Good News of God in Christ. But it is also very important 
to remember that you can’t share what you don’t have. So 
remember to tend your soul. We will not always know 
where we are going. But we go anyway. Who knows? 

Maybe it is for this reason that you are where you are. 
Here you are. This is your Esther moment. Do what you 
can. Thank you! 
 
 

Laura L. Manigault installed as 
ECW Diocesan President  
Nancy Smith, St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach 
 
Laura L. Manigault will take 
office as the 44

th
 president 

of Episcopal Church 
Women, Diocese of 
Southern Virginia in 
January 2019.  She was 
installed at the ECW 
Annual Fall Meeting, 
October 20, 2018, held at 
her home parish, St. 
Cyprian’s.  
 

Continued on page 8 

News from the Episcopal Church Women  

State Department renews contract 
with Episcopal Migration 
Ministries  
  
On November 30, 2018, the Department of State Bureau 
of Population, Refugees, and Migration announced that 
Episcopal Migration Ministries, along with the other eight 
national agencies responsible for resettling refugees in 
the United States, has been awarded a contract to 
participate in the Reception and Placement Program for 
fiscal year 2019. 
 
"We are thankful we will continue to resettle refugees in 
the coming year," noted the Rev. Canon Charles K. 
Robertson, Canon to the Presiding Bishop for Ministry 
Beyond the Episcopal Church. "We still face the challenge 
of transitioning to a much smaller resettlement program. 
This, at a time when there are more than 25.4 million 
refugees, over half of whom are children. With everyone's 
support, we will continue to welcome refugees to a place 
of safety and welcome. Please join us in supporting this 
ministry of the entire Church by making a gift 
at episcopalmigrationministries.org/give or text 'EMM' to 
41444. Thank you, in advance, for gifts that do so much." 
 

Since the 1980s, Episcopal Migration Ministries has 
resettled over 90,000 refugees through a network of local 
partners, volunteers and supporters. Episcopal Migration 
Ministries operates through a network of 14 partner 
offices to aid with housing, employment training, language 
services, medical services, and more.     
 
 

Presiding Bishop's delegation  
attends 24th United Nations 
Climate Change Conference 
  
An eight-member delegation representing the Episcopal 
Church's Presiding Bishop Michael Curry attended the 
24th United Nations Climate Change Conference in 
Katowice, Poland, Dec. 2-14. This is the fourth Episcopal 
delegation to attend the climate change meeting. 
  
Called by Presiding Bishop Curry and led by Bishop Marc 
Andrus of the Diocese of California, the delegation 
advocated for the environmental priorities named at 
the Episcopal Church's 79th General Convention and 
promoted the Church's ministries and activities to address 
ecojustice in both United Nations and public events.  
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Manigault installed as ECW President, 
continued from page 7 
 
A Hampton, Virginia resident, she was born in 
Washington, D.C. and migrated to Brandy, Virginia at the 
tender age of six years. Laura L. graduated as 
valedictorian of George Washington Carver Regional 
High School, Rapidan Virginia and she holds a Bachelor 
of Science Degree in Nursing at Hampton Institute 
(Hampton University) Hampton, Virginia and a Master of 
Arts Degree from Montclair State College (Montclair 
University) Upper Montclair, New Jersey in Health 
Education. Mother of two children, grandmother of seven 
and great grandmother of two,  Laura L’s hobbies are 
swimming, reading and line dancing. 
 
She was confirmed as an Episcopalian in 1967 at St. 
James's Episcopal Church, New York City, New York 
(Diocese of New York); she taught Sunday School and 
Girl Scouts classes and served as Lector and alternate 
delegate to the General Convention while there. 
 
While in the Diocese of South Eastern North Carolina, 
Laura L. was an alternate and then delegate to General 
Convention and laity representative to Executive Council. 
She also served as Lector, Eucharistic Minister, choir 
member and worked with the Ministry of Farmer Workers, 
compiled a Parish Lay Reader’s Handbook with a CD and 
a Parish Directory, and served on the various parish 
committees (discernment, audit, marketing and outreach).  
 
A parishioner at St. Cyprian’s, Hampton, Virginia, Laura L. 
serves as Eucharistic Minister, Lector, Altar Guild 
Member, Eucharistic Visitor, Speech Choir Member, 
Greeter, and the Parish's ECW - President, Senior 
Warden of the Parish’s Vestry and delegate 
representative to the Diocesan's 127

th 
Annual Council. 

She has compiled the Church’s By-Laws for the Episcopal 
Women (ECW) and the Parish’s Family Connection 
telephone tree. She has worked with the Feeding Ministry 
and served her Diocese well for six years. 
 
Laura L. joined the ECW diocesan board in 2017 as First 
Vice President. She has on the  Special Stewardship 
Committee and currently serves as alternative 
representative for Province III and a member of the 
Province III Bylaws Committee. With the spiritual gifts 
given to her by God, Laura L’s involvement in the church 
has been and still is to serve God as she travels on her 
spiritual journey. 
 
A retired Registered Professional Nurse,  Laura L. has 
certifications in Nurse Case Management, School 
Nursing (Jersey City State College, Jersey City, New 
Jersey), and Public Health Epidemiology (Cornell 
University Medical College, New York Hospital 
Division of Continuing Education) as well as Health 
Education Teacher. Among her many responsibilities, 
Laura L. served as Instructor in Public School K-12, 

Instructor in Nursing Education (Nursing Assistant, 
Medical Office Assistant, and Practical and 
Professional Nursing Programs) and was selected in 
2012 as one of the professionals in the Worldwide 
Leaders in Healthcare. 
 
A copy of her Master Thesis: Comparative Study of 
the Psycho-Social Development of Adolescents Living 
with Stepfather-Natural Mother Versus Natural Father 
Stepmother can be found at the Library of Congress. 
She also designed a Quality Control Model for HIV 
and STD Clinics for North Carolina Department of 
Health. (copyright April 16, 1993).  
 
Laura L. served as President of North Jersey Hampton 
University Alumni Chapter and currently is a member 
of Hampton University Alumni Association.  
 
Laura L. proudly serves as member of the Union of Black 
Episcopalians, Charter Member of National Museum of 
African American History and Culture (NMAAHC), a 
member of CHI ETA PHI Sorority, INC. and Charter 
Member of ETA SIGMA GAMMA HONORARY 
FRATERNITY at Montclair State College, Upper 
Montclair, New Jersey.  
 
 

ECW Fall Annual Meeting 
Nancy Smith, St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach 
 
The Very Reverend Dr. Rodney E. Ramsey, rector, St. 
Cyprian’s, Hampton, installed ECW Diocesan Board 
Members at the Fall Annual Meeting. St. Cyprian’s hosted 
the meeting Saturday, October 20. The following officers 
were elected by acclamation:  President, Laura L. 
Manigault, St. Cyprian’s, Hampton; First Vice President, 
Odessa Maxwell, Good Shepherd, McKenney;  Treasurer, 
Nancy Smith, St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach; 
Parliamentarian, Dr. Renee Escoffrey Torres, St. 
Cyprian’s, Hampton;   Church Periodical Club Director,  
Nancy Sands, Christ Church, Danville; and Student Work 
Chair, Deborah Austin, St. Mark, Suffolk. The board 
members take office in January.  
 
ECW Diocesan President, Helen Sharpe- Williams, 
presided at the meeting. She will complete her two-year 
term at year-end.           Continued on page 9 

Left to right: ECW Diocesan President, Helen Sharpe Williams, 
Grace Church, Norfolk;   Treasurer, Nancy Smith, St. Aidan’s, 
Virginia Beach: Parliamentarian,  Dr. Renee Escoffrey Torres, St. 
Cyprian’s, Hampton; First Vice President, Odessa Maxwell, 
Good Shepherd, McKenney;  President, Laura L. Manigault, St. 
Cyprian’s, Hampton and The Very Reverend Dr., Ronald E. 
Ramsey, Rector, St. Cyprian’s.  
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ECW Fall Meeting, cont. from page 8 
 
To commemorate her service, Barbara Taylor, St. Francis, 
Virginia Beach, ECW Diocesan President 2013-14, 
presented Helen with the Past President’s Cross. In 1979, 
ECW President, Barbara Grice, received the first Past 
President’s Cross fashioned by her husband, Alexander 
Grice III.   To make the cross, Alex used wood from a 
cherry tree located on Jamestown Island, hewn down to 
make way for the Jamestown Island development. A silver 
Jamestown cross is superimposed on the wooden cross.  
 
ECW presidents are bound together by the cross in the 
past joy and privilege of serving as ECW President, and, 
their responsibility to move forward in continued loving 
service to their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and to the 
Episcopal Church Women.   
 
During Helen’s 
term, her goal 
has been to raise 
awareness about 
the plight of 
women and 
children in our 
diocese suffering 
from abuse, 
homelessness 
and trafficking. 
To launch her 
outreach project, 
Love Thy 
Neighbor, she 
invited the Rev. Becca Stevens, founder of Thistle Farms,  
to speak at last year’s Fall Annual Meeting. Over 200 
people attended the annual meeting Love Heals 
Conference. Helen has shared a wealth of information on 
who we can help and how we can help them.  Many 
thanks for a job well done.   
 
Beblon Parks, ECW President, Province III, keynote 
speaker at the meeting, announced that Province III ECW 
will celebrate its 100th Anniversary of founding this 
spring.  The Diocese of Easton and the Diocese of 
Pennsylvania will host the meeting in Philadelphia.  Watch 
for details to be announced.  
 
Terron Watkins, Assistant Director of Advancement, spoke 
on behalf of Jackson-Feild Behavioral Health Services. He 
thanked the ECW members for their donation of $1,100 to 
Jackson-Feild to honor of the 11, 2018 high school 
graduates in June. Terron also commented on his position 
as Assistant Director of Advancement. He informed the 
membership of the construction of a new activities building 
which is in its final stages of construction. “We hope to 
begin using it in early 2019,” he said. He concluded his 
remarks about the new Addiction recovery treatment 
services program which has been in place for most of 
2018.   
 

Supporting the Church in Congo 
Susan Broaddus, Convener of W4Congo 
 
Women for Congo has been active this past year 
supporting several projects, especially the Program for 
Rehabilitation and Development in Ituri (PIRD), which 
helps young women victims of gender-based violence 
prepare for their futures through Christian love and prayer, 
counseling, and education either in secondary school or 
vocational training. W4Congo is continuing this project 
and hopes to support as many individuals as possible. 
Last year we were able to help 16 young women and this 
year we hope to match that and do even better. We look 
for $250 per person.  
 
PIRD supports several other kinds of projects including 
agricultural development and roads to get the products to 
market. Go to www.ngo-pird.org to learn more.    
 
We also raised several 
thousand dollars last 
spring to help with a 
rapid influx of internally 
displaced persons to the 
town of Bunia.  Some 
have since returned but 
many remain as the 
insecurity in a country 
with about 100 militias, 
means there is little 
safety to return to.  The 
Rev. Bisoke Balikenga, 
provincial youth officer, has expanded his ministry of 
leading youth ministries in the 12 dioceses to helping at 
one of the larger displacement camps in Bunia and to 
helping women in another site outside of town. He warns 
that many of the young people see little future in their 
country and are sometimes drawn to join a militia. 
Recently he held a two-day seminar with two groups of 
youth whose tribes are bitter rivals. On the second day 
after prayer, they played a reconciling game of soccer. 
Balikenga’s aim is to prepare the youth to be the 
peacemakers of the future. 
 
Women for Congo has also helped the program for 
spouses in the Department of Theology of the Anglican 
University of Congo. Women and occasionally a husband 
or two study the Bible and theology as well as parish 
leadership as the spouse is often very active in the priest’s 
ministry. This year after 29 years, the University faculty 
has increased the scholarship to $2,500/family with $500 
of it going to the program for spouses and the nursery 
school.   
 
In December Women for Congo will attend the Soweto 
Gospel Choir Concert in Norfolk in lieu of our usual 
meeting. We would love for more people to join us.  We 
meet on the first Monday of the month. Contact Susan 
Broaddus to get on the mailing list and to for directions to 
the meetings, broaddussusan@aol.com.  

Helen-Sharpe-Williams, ECW Diocesan 
President and Terron Watkins, Assistant 
Director of Advancement, Jackson-Feild 
Behavioral Health Services.  

Youth from rival tribes play a 
reconciling game of soccer.  
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Don’t miss fantastic events for all 
ages upcoming in the New Year 
Talley Sale Banazek, Marketing & Development 
Coordinator, Chanco on the James 

For many Chanco is considered a second home. 
Generations of campers return year after year to our 
summer camp sessions, voted number one summer camp 
in Virginia for six years by Virginia Living magazine. We 
offer a myriad of fun, adventurous outdoor activities for 
ages 8-18. Campers can challenge themselves enveloped 
in the support of a Christian community with fantastic 
young adult role model counselors. Cursillo retreats are 
offered for adults twice annually and EYC retreats and 
Happening retreats are offered for youth throughout the 
school year. Beyond these fantastic events, Chanco is 
now hosting its own events open to all such as Women’s 
Advent and Lenten retreats, volunteer work weekends, a 
Recharge young adult retreat, and Winter Camp weekend 
camp session for our youngest campers ages 7-11 to 
return to Chanco or come for the first time before 
attending a one or two-week session the next summer! 
With so many options for friendship, fun, fellowship and 
faith at Chanco on the James, what are you waiting for? 
 
Don’t believe us? Listen to the voices of a few of our 
friends: 

 “Chanco was the place I made real friends for the first 
time. I moved around a lot when I was younger, but 
when I started high school I started to be a part of 
EYC and man did that change my life. Chanco made 
a huge impact on me. Many of the3 friends I made are 
still friends today. They were in my wedding, they 
came to the hospital when my daughter was born, 
they have been there through the ups and downs of 
continue to be my truest friends.” – Mrs. Kim Tilford 

Centers, EYC 1988-1992 and camp staff 
1994,1995,1997-98 

 “Being a legacy; my mother a camper and counselor 
and I, myself, the same, Chanco is a huge, if not the 
biggest part of my life. There you will grow as a 
person and grow with others, and develop emotional 
connections in all aspects of life unimaginable 
anywhere else. Chancoo is not just a summer camp, 
but part of those of us who have attended, and will 
continue to return. #ChancoIs Home.” – Mr. 
Christopher Rossi, camper 2001, 2013-16; camp staff 
2017-18 

 “My vocation to the priesthood was born and nurtured 
at Chanco. 41 years distant from that evening on the 
ferry, my mouth is still wide open in praise and 
preaching. I thank you God for that most amazing 
place, the amazing people, and the ‘leaply greenly 
Spirit of trees and for everything which is natural 
which is infinite which is YES.’ I am weeping grateful 
and happy tears just thinking about it all.” – The Rev. 
Keith Owen, camper 1973-1975; counselor 1976-
1979; Jr. Sr. High staff and camp chaplain 1984-1993 

 
We hope you will join us for our upcoming events this 
winter including: 
 
Recharge Young Adult Retreat: January 4-5, 2019. 
Participate in 
meaningful 
worship, fun 
activities, and 
amazing 
fellowship. Open 
to anyone 18 
years and older. 
Choose to stay 
Friday night 
($120) or just 
come for the day 
($40) on Saturday!  
 
Continued  on page 11 

News from Chanco on the James 
Diocesan Camp and Conference Center in Surry, Virginia 
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News from Chanco on the James 
Diocesan Camp and Conference Center in Surry, Virginia 

Events for all ages, cont. from page 10 
 
Winter Camp: January 18-20, 2018. For ages 7-12. Just 
$125, this is the perfect opportunity to introduce a friend to 
Camp Chanco before coming this summer! Register on 
our website www.chanco.org or call the office at 888-
7CHANCO (888-724-2626). 
 
Open House: March 30 and May 11, 2019. Calling friends 
of Chanco of all ages! Join us from 1-5 pm to visit 
Chanco. Enjoy tours, refreshments, games, and meet 
some of our Chanco staff and board members as you 
learn more about the place many call their “second 
home”. This event is free and open to the public. 
Questions? Contact us at hospitality@chanco.org or 888-
7CHANCO (888-724-2626).  
 
Cursillo #166: Co-Ed Weekend: May 2-5, 2019. Rector: 
Tom Estes. Cursillo is a movement within the Episcopal 
Church. It is an adult retreat designed to help us grow 
closer to Jesus Christ. It's also a community where we're 
encouraged to live joyfully and serve faithfully in 
grace. For more information on Cursillo or to apply to be a 
candidate or a team member, please visit the Cursillo 
website at www.cursillodiosova.org. 
 
Warmest Advent and Christmas blessings from our family 
to yours and we look forward to seeing you back in 
the magical woods of Chanco soon in the new year!  
 
 

Transformation at Chanco is 
only made possible with your 
support 

Talley Sale Banazek, Marketing & Development 
Coordinator, Chanco on the James 
 
2018 has been a stellar year for Chanco on the 
James. We launched a $2.5 million campaign in 
2017 and have reached and surpassed our initial 
goal with almost $2.6 million given or pledged as of 
December 6, 2018. With this success, the Chanco 
Board voted to continue our campaign and strive to 
surpass our aspirational stretch goal of $3 million. 
This will allow us to complete our projects in the 
best possible way for Chanco’s ministry now and 
into the future. In order to be ready for summer 
camp 2019, construction began in September and 
is underway! Many thanks to all who have already 
contributed to this effort. And we look forward to 

new friends joining us in this history-making effort to 
transform Chanco! 
 
Our Annual Fund is in full swing striving to reach our 
$85,000 goal by year-end.  Chanco is pleased and proud 
to report that we are at 90% of our Annual Fund goal, but 
we’re not there yet! As you prayerfully consider your year-
end contributions, please consider Chanco on the James. 
Despite generous capital campaign gifts, Chanco still 
needs its Annual Fund gifts to offset daily operating costs 
which allows us to offset the costs to our guests and keep 
costs low so that any guest who desires a Chanco 
experience may have one. And YOU make the difference! 
 
Many thanks to all of our Campaign for Chanco and 
Chanco Annual Fund donors. You are making a difference 
to Chanco’s ministry for today and tomorrow. Chanco is 
you!  
 
For information on the Campaign for Chanco or our 
Annual Fund, please contact Marketing and Development 
Coordinator/Campaign Director Talley Banazek at 804-
399-4019 or talley@banazek.com. You may also visit 
www.chanco.org for more information on our campaign 
and to give on line. Thank you for your prayerful 
consideration.  
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For more upcoming events, visit 
www.diosova.org. 

______________________ 
 
Recharge Young Adult 
Retreat: January 4-5, 2019. 
Participate in meaningful worship, fun 
activities, and amazing fellowship. 
Open to anyone 18 years and older. 
Choose to stay Friday night ($120) or 
just come for the day ($40) on 
Saturday!  www.chanco.org 
 
Godly Play Training—January 11-
13, Bruton Parish, Williamsburg. 
Bruton Parish, Williamsburg, will be 
hosting a Godly Play training January 
11-13. Trainer Laura McGuire will be 
leading the Core Training weekend 
and all are welcome to come and 
learn more about this great program 
for children's ministry. Go to 
www.diosova.org to register. Space is 
limited.  
 
Winter Camp: January 18-20, 2018. 
For ages 7-12. Just $125, this is the 
perfect opportunity to introduce a 
friend to Camp Chanco before 
coming this summer! Register on our 
website www.chanco.org or call the 
office at 888-7CHANCO (888-724-
2626). 
 
Choral Skills for the Organist—Jan. 
26, 10 a.m., St. Michael’s Lutheran 
Church, 2208 Princess Anne Rd., 
Virginia Beach.  This seminar will be 
a good refresher for the trained, or 
introduction to the novice. It is free 
and no advance registration 
required.   
 
127th Annual Council  -  February 8
-9, 2019, Williamsburg Lodge. Go to 
www.diosova.org for more info.  
 
Pre-Happening Staff Weekend - 
March 2-3, 2019, Chanco on the 
James. Applications are due Feb. 8, 
2019.  Go to www.diosova.org for an 
application. 
 

Happening #70 - March 15-17, 2019, 
Chanco on the James. Happening is 
an experiential weekend retreat for 
young adults that may just change 
your life.  Come and see what it's like 
to be transformed by God's love! 
Open to all young adults grade 10 
and up. More info and registration 
coming soon!  
 
Awake My Soul Healing 
Conference - March 21-23, 2019, 
Holiday Inn North Beach, Virginia 
Beach. Hosted by By His Wounds 
Ministry and led by the Rev. Nigel 
Mumford of Galilee, Virginia Beach, 
the conference will feature guest 
speaker Judith MacNutt. Discount for 
early registration (before Dec. 31, 
2018). Details and registration at 
www.byhiswoundsministry.org 
 
Open House: March 30 and May 11, 
2019. Calling friends of Chanco of all 
ages! Join us from 1-5 pm to visit 
Chanco. Enjoy tours, refreshments, 
games, and meet some of our 
Chanco staff and board members as 
you learn more about the place many 
call their “second home”. This event 
is free and open to the public. 
Questions? Contact us 
at hospitality@chanco.org or 888-
7CHANCO (888-724-2626).  
 
Cursillo #166: Co-Ed Weekend: 
May 2-5, 2019. Rector: Tom Estes. 
Cursillo is a movement within the 
Episcopal Church. It is an adult 
retreat designed to help us grow 
closer to Jesus Christ. It's also a 
community where we're encouraged 
to live joyfully and serve faithfully in 
grace. For more information on 
Cursillo or to apply to be a candidate 
or a team member, please visit the 
Cursillo website 
at www.cursillodiosova.org. 
 
May Weekend—May 17-19, Chanco 
on the James. Mark your calendar for 
this terrific youth weekend! More info 
coming soon! 

Pilgrimages 
 
Holy Land with Bishop Magness to 
be re-schedule —The Holy Land 
Pilgrimage planned for March 7-18, 
2019 has been suspended and will 
be re-scheduled for early in 2020.   
 
Imperial Oberammergau — 10 days 
in July, 2020. Dates TBD. Enjoy a 
day in Oberammergau at the Passion 
Play as well as travel to Prague, 
Vienna, Salzburg, and Munich/
Bavaria. Children are welcome on 
this tour, and there are places 
planned that everyone will enjoy. 
There are five spots open on this 
tour. Cost is $4000/per person, 
double occupancy and includes 
airfare. The first $200 deposit is due 
now and the second one will be due 
February 1. To make your 
reservation, or for more information, 
contact Nellwyn Beamon at 
Ascension, Norfolk, 757-423-6715 or 
nadezhda@quixnet.net.  
 
Oberammergau Passion Play—
August 2020. Every 10 years since 

1634, the most famous Passion Play 

in the world has taken place at 

Oberammergau in Germany. You are 

invited to experience this ancient, 
historic Passion Play and the village 

of Oberammergau with the Rev. 
Travis Greenman and her husband, 

Hal, in August of 2020. Following the 

play, enrich your minds and hearts 
traveling through the Alps to visit 

Assisi, Florence, and Rome. You are 
invited to join this exciting spiritual 

pilgrimage. Email 

saec0371@gmail.com for a trip 
brochure.  

Calendar of Events 


