
The Executive Board 

Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia 

March 7, 2017 

 

The Executive Board of The Diocese of Southern Virginia held its first meeting of the year on Thursday, 

March 7, 2017 at Merchant's Hope Church, Hopewell, with the following members present: 

The Rt. Rev. Herman "Holly" Hollerith 

The Rev. Cameron Randle 

Ms. Sharon Parker                                    Also present were: 

The Rev. Julia Messer                                      The Rev. Ralph "Ned" Haines 

Ms. Mary Dail                                                    Ms. Ann Turner 

The Rev. James Medley                                   Ms. Ashley Scruggs 

Ms. Helen Sharpe Williams                              The Rev. Ed Tracy 

The Rev. Rhonda Wheeler                               Ms. Caroline Black 

Mrs. Bettyrene Pope                                         Mr. John Meek 

The Rev. Eve Butler-Gee                                  Mr. Sam Webster 

Mr. Reginald Tabor 

The Rev. Ross Wright 

Mr. Thomas Ager 

The Rev. Virginia DiStanislao 

Mr. Rusty Bishop 

 

Absent were: 

The Rev. Derek Harbin 

Ms. Andrea Archer  

 

Opening: 

Bishop Hollerith called the meeting to order and opened with prayer at 10:00 a.m. 



The bishop welcomed The Rev. Eve Butler-Gee as a newly elected member of the Executive Board from 

Convocation VI. 

On due motion and second, the minutes of the January 5, 2017 were approved. 

Reports: 

     Bishop Hollerith: 

     At the bishop's request, on due motion and second, the Executive Board unanimously ratified its vote 

by email to elect The Rev. Chris Epperson to the Diocesan Disciplinary Board, to replace The Rev. Susan 

Grimm, who was elected to the Standing Committee. 

     Because of the resignation of The Rev. Ed Pickup from the Disciplinary Board, Bishop Hollerith 

suggested that rather than the Executive Board electing a replacement for him that we authorize The 

Rev. Stewart Tabb (who was scheduled to assume a seat on the Board in July) to be seated on the Board 

immediately. On motion of Mr. Rusty Bishop, duly seconded, The Rev. Stewart Tabb was unanimously 

authorized to be seated immediately as a member of the Disciplinary Board.  

     The bishop will be attending the meeting of the House of Bishops at Kanuga, and then will travel to 

Los Angeles to preside at a hearing panel. 

     Final interviews will soon take place for the position of Diocesan Comptroller, with the hope that the 

new person will be in place before our May meeting. 

     Chancellor: No report 

     Treasurer/Finance:  

     Mr. John Meek reported that the December 2016 income and expense report shows a surplus of 

$94,324. There are four parishes with balances, one of which has indicated that it will be paying the 

balance of $1750 soon. The other three seem unlikely to follow suit. 

     As of February 21, 2017, we have received 87 pledges totaling $1,458,144. There are 16 parishes that 

have not yet submitted a pledge. If each of those parishes pledges the same as last year, we would have 

a total of $1,499,144, not quite what has been budgeted, but very close. With one parish expressing its 

intention to pay off a prior year pledge, we should reach the pledged amount. The total decreases in 

pledges this year was greater than the total increases. 

     The Diocesan Foundation currently has 57.75% equities, 23.6% fixed income, 15.8% hedge 

fund/private equity/real estate and 2.95 % cash. The fund total is $27.34 million, up 3.86% in 2016. 

    The offering at Annual Council for The Diocese of Congo totaled $2,900. That amount with, an 

additional $1000 from Christ & St. Luke's has been submitted. 

     Formation: No report 

     Youth:  Ms. Ashley Scruggs noted the many youth events happening throughout the Diocese. 



     The College Ministries Commission, now a standing committee of the Executive Board, has been 

meeting monthly. The Commission plans to make site visits to individual campuses in the coming 

months.  

       The Executive Board was invited to offer feedback with respect to the College Ministries 

Commission's work. It seemed to be the consensus that the Executive Board's role would be to ratify the 

vision of the Commission once that vision has been established. The Board supports the existing, 

established work on college campuses, but also would like the Commission to look at new possibilities 

for supporting local parishes in establishing outreach efforts at other colleges, including other college 

age groups, community colleges and HBCUs.  

     Communication: Report filed by title. 

     Administration: Report filed by title. 

     Transition: Report filed by title. 

     Latino Ministries:  

     Angelica Garcia-Randle reported that Mr. Ben Urquidi has become a new member of the Latino 

Ministries Board. 

     We are busy organizing meetings and workshops on the Eastern Shore to help the families we serve 

with immigration issues. 

     We are in need of funds to support the Dos Santos food pantry mission, which feeds 1000 members 

of the migrant, immigrant Latino community each year. 

     A Spanish speaking AA community is forming on the Eastern Shore as is a Latina women's support 

group. 

Unfinished Business: 

     Chanco Contract:  A copy of a proposed contract between Chanco Camp and Conference Center and 

Community Counselling Service (for Capital Campaign services) was circulated to Board members. The 

campaign will be in its silent phase through mid-September. Executive Board approval is needed for the 

$186,000 contract. It was noted that a donor would provide the funds to cover the contract cost.  

     On motion of The Rev. James Medley, seconded by The Rev. Eve Butler-Gee, the contract with CSS 

was spproved unanimously. 

     Mr. John Meek noted that PBR recommends that the Diocese commit to a pledge of $300,000 to the 

Chanco Capital Campaign contingent upon the submission by Chanco of a business plan.  

     Mr. Rusty Bishop moved that Executive Board be prepared to make a pledge of $300,000 to the 

Chanco Capital Campaign, payable over 5 years, contingent upon the receipt from Chanco of a business 

plan. The motion, seconded by Mr. Reginald Tabor, passed unanimously. 

New Business: 



     Executive Board Vice-Chairperson: On motion of Mr. Rusty Bishop, seconded by Mr. Reginald Tabor, 

The Rev. Virginia DiStanislao was elected unanimously as Vice-Chairperson of the Executive Board. 

     Annual Council Feedback: Board members were asked to give their feedback on the recent meeting 

of the Annual Council. During the discussion that followed it was noted that the diocese is committed to 

holding Council at the Williamsburg Lodge through 2019. There was some feeling that either by 

Canonical revision or through individual Parish Bylaws, Council delegates should be members of their 

parish Vestry. 

Closing: 

     At 11:40 a.m. the Executve Board recessed to meet in its three focus groups. Lunch was served at 

12:00 noon. 

     At 12:45 p.m. the Executive Board reconvened with each Task Force making a brief report. 

     There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with prayer by the bishop at 1:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

The Rev. Ralph E. Haines III,  Secretary 

      

 NOTE: Next Meeting 4 MAY 17; Hickory Neck Church, Toano     
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