
The Executive Board 

Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia 

May 4, 2017 

The Executive Board of The Diocese of Southern Virginia held its second meeting of the year on 

Thursday, May 4 at Hickory Neck Church, Toano, with the following members present: 

The Rt. Rev. Herman "Holly" Hollerith 

The Rev. Cameron Randle 

Ms. Sharon Parker 

The Rev. Julia Messer        Also present were: 

Mrs. Mary Dail        The Rev. Ralph (Ned) Haines 

The Rev. James Medley         Ms. Ann Turner 

Ms. Helen Sharpe Williams  Ms. Ashley Scruggs 

The Rev. Derek Harbin         The Rev. Ed Tracy 

The Rev. Rhonda Wheeler     Ms. Caroline Black 

Mrs. Bettyrene Pope        The Rev. Charles Robinson 

The Rev. Eve Butler-Gee       Mr. John Meek 

The Rev. Ross Wright            Mr. Sam Webster 

Mr. Thomas Ager 

Mr. Rusty Bishop 

Absent were: 

Ms. Andrea Archer 

Mr. Reginald Tabor 

The Rev. Virginia DiStanislao 

Opening: 



Bishop Hollerith called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

Opening worship was led by the Rev. Ross Wright. 

On due motion and second the minutes of the March 7, 2017 meeting were approved. 

Reports: 

     Bishop Hollerith: 

     The bishop reported that Ms. Judy Dobson has been hired as our new comptroller and will 

begin her duties on May 17. 

      Following a visit to historic St. Luke's, Smithfield, the bishop noted that an examination of 

the relationship of the diocese to St. Luke's was in order. The historian has been asked to look 

into the matter. 

     Chancellor: 

     Mr. Sam Webster reported on matters concerning the unresolved relationship with one 

remaining diocesan congregation that withdrew from The Episcopal Church. 

     After a review of the pertinent facts by the chancellor, Mr. Rusty Bishop moved adoption of 

the following resolution: 

Resolution: Grace Church, Purdy 

1. In September, 2008, pursuant to Canon XXV, the Executive Board declared the property

at Grace Episcopal Church, Purdy, as abandoned property because such real and/or

personal property ceased to be used by such congregation.

2. Under the polity of the Diocese and the Episcopal Church, title to the Grace Episcopal

Church property became vested in the Diocese.

3. In 2013, following the Virginia Supreme Court's decision in the Northern Virginia

property case, Falls Church, Grace, Purdy, officially conveyed title to the Diocese.

4. The Diocese has received an offer from a cemetery association to purchase the Grace

Church property.

5. The offer to purchase the property is within the range that may be acceptable to the

Diocese.

        NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

1. That the Bishop, the Canon for Administration and the Chancellor be authorized to

negotiate an acceptable sale price for the Grace Church property. 

2. That the Bishop, Canon for Administration and the Chancellor be authorized to execute

all documents necessary to effect the conveyance from the Diocese to the cemetery association 

associated with the Grace Church property. 



  The motion to adopt the resolution was seconded by the Rev. Rhonda Wheeler and passed 

unanimously. 

     After a review of the pertinent facts by the chancellor, Mr. Rusty Bishop moved adoption of 

the following resolution: 

Resolution: Emmanuel Church, Powhatan 

1. Emmanuel Church in Powhatan closed its doors in early 2017.

2. The Trustees of Emmanuel have attempted to convey title to the property to the

Trustees of the Diocese, but lacked a property description. The Chancellor is working on

a remedy for that situation.

3. Pursuant to Canon XXV of the Canons of the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia and

based on the report of the Committee on the Status of Parishes and Missions that the

real and personal property of Emmanuel Church, Powhatan, by virtue of the

congregation's decision to close, has ceased to be used for the purposes for which

religious congregations are authorized under the Constitution and Canons of the

Episcopal Church and the Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Diocese of Southern

Virginia, and therefore its recommendation that the Executive Board declare the

property abandoned.

     NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

1. The real and personal property formerly owned or used by the congregation of

Emmanuel Church, Powhatan, has ceased to be used for those purposes for which religious 

congregations are authorized to hold property under the provisions of the Code of Virginia and 

the Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia and the Episcopal 

Church. 

2. The Executive Board accordingly declares the real and/or personal property of

Emmanuel Church, Powhatan, as abandoned. 

3. The Executive Board authorizes the Bishop, Canon for Administration and the Chancellor

to take whatever steps are necessary to dispose of the property. 

4. The Executive Board authorizes the Bishop, Canon for Administration and the Chancellor

to execute all documents necessary for the disposition of the property 

     The motion was seconded by the Rev. Julia Messer and passed unanimously. 



     After a review of the pertinent facts by the chancellor, the Rev. Cameron Randle moved 

adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolution: Church of Our Savior, Midlothian 

1. Church of Our Savior in Midlothian closed its doors in December, 2016. The church has

been de-consecrated.

2. The Trustees of Church of Our Savior have conveyed title to the property to the Trustees

of the Diocese.

3. Pursuant to Canon XXV of the Canons of the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia and

based on the report of the Committee on the Status of Parishes and Missions that the

real and personal property of Church of Our Savior, Midlothian, by virtue of the

congregation's decision to close, has ceased to be used for the purposes for which

regular religious congregations are authorized under the Constitution and Canons of the

Episcopal Church and the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese of Southern Virginia,

and therefore its recommendation that the Executive Board declare the property

abandoned.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

1. That the real and/or personal property formerly owned or used by the congregation of

Church of Our Savior, Midlothian, has ceased to be used for the purposes for which

religious congregations are authorized to hold property under the provisions of the

Code of Virginia and the Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Diocese of Southern

Virginia and the Episcopal Church.

2. The Executive Board accordingly declares the real and/or personal property of the

Church of Our Savior, Midlothian, as abandoned.

3. The Executive Board authorizes the Bishop, Canon for Administration and the Chancellor

to take whatever steps are necessary to dispose of the property.

4. The Executive Board authorizes the Bishop, Canon for Administration and the Chancellor

to execute all documents necessary for the disposition of the property.

The motion was seconded by Mr. Rusty Bishop and passed unanimously. 

     Treasurer/Finance: 

Mr. John Meek, referring to the Revenue and Expense Report, noted that the activity for the 

first quarter was normal with nothing out of the ordinary to report. 

After meeting with the Chanco Development Team and reviewing its business plan, the 

Program Budget and Review Committee recommends that, contingent on receiving the 

specific estimates on which the $2.5 million campaign is based, the diocese increase its 



pledge to the Chanco Capital Campaign from $300,000 to $500,000.  The increase can be 

funded by using monies from the sale of Talbot Hall. 

The Rev. James Medley moved that the Executive Board, contingent up on the acceptance 

of the stipulations recommended by the Program Budget and Review Committee, increase 

the diocesan pledge to the Chanco Capital Campaign from $300,000 to $500,000. The 

motion, seconded by the Rev. Rhonda Wheeler, passed unanimously. 

     Formation: Report was filed by title. 

     Youth: 

Ms. Ashley Scruggs reported that Chanco Summer Camp begins on June 25. May Weekend 

is scheduled for May 19-21. Registration is still open. 

The College Ministry Commission has been active including site visits to William and Mary 

and to Longwood/Hampden Sydney. 

Ms. Mary Dail offered praise for the very successful Women's Retreat which Ashley recently 

put together. The Executive Board responded with a round of applause. 

     Communication: 

Ms. Ann Turner noted that it was gratifying that more and more small and rural churches 

are getting plugged in to electronic communication. 

     Administration: No report. 

     Transition: 

The Rev. Charles Robinson noted that four congregations are now receiving names. 

Unfinished Business: 

The Rev. Eve Butler-Gee moved adoption of the following resolution: That the Executive 

Board ratify its electronic vote to approve the disbursement of $11,386.72 from the 

Warfield Foundation to Chanco Camp and Conference Center to be used to fund the 

program director position. The motion was seconded by Mr. Tom Ager and passed 

unanimously. 

Mr. Tom Ager moved adoption of the following resolution: That Executive Board ratify its 

electronic vote to approve the bishop's appointment of Mr. Brad Davenport as interim 

diocesan church attorney.  The motion was seconded by the Rev. Rhonda Wheeler and 

passed unanimously. 

The Rev. Julia Messer moved adoption of the following resolution: That the Executive Board 

ratify its electronic vote t approve the designation of $25,000 of the 2017 compensation of 



the Rt. Rev. James Magness as supplemental housing allowance. The motion was seconded 

by Mr. Tom Ager and passed unanimously. 

Closing: 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m. Following the 

meeting the board dispersed to meet in its three focus groups, after which, lunch was 

served. 

Respectfully submitted, 

The Ralph E. Haines III, Secretary 

NOTE: NEXT MEETING AUGUST 31, 2017 – DIOCESAN OFFICE, NEWPORT NEWS 
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