
 

The Executive Board 

Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia 

May 2, 2019 

The Executive Board of the Diocese of Southern Virginia held its second meeting of the year on 

Thursday, May 2, 2019 at Hickory Neck Church, Toano, with the following members present: 

The Rt. Rev. Jay Magness 

Ms. Sharon Parker 

The Rev. James Medley 

Ms. Michelle McCoy 

The Rev. Derek Harbin 

The Rev. Bruce Cheney 

Ms. Bettyrene Pope                                        Also present were: 

The Rev. Eve Butler-Gee                                       The Rev. Ralph Haines 

The Rev. Virginia DiStanislao                               The Rev. Ed Tracy 

Mr. Roy McLeod                                                     The Rev. Charles Robinson 

The Rev. Martha Jenkins                                       Ms. Ann Turner 

Mr. Rusty Bishop                                                    Ms. Judy Dobson 

                                                                                  Ms. Lynn Farlin 

Absent were:                                                           Mr. Sam Webster 

The Rev. Daniel Crockett                                       Mr. Chuck Marks 

The Rev. Julia Messer                                            Mr. Gareth Kalfas 

Ms. Jeanne Hoerr                                                   Ms. Nancy Beach 

Mr. Philip Ford 

Ms. Robin Magee 

Ms. Lauraetta Yates 

 

 

 



Opening: 

At 10:00 a.m., Bishop Magness called the meeting to order. Ms. Bettyrene Pope conducted opening 

worship. 

On due motion and second, the minutes of the March 2, 2019 were approved. 

Reports/Updates: 

     Bishop Magness:  

        1. Personnel - Bishop Magness updated the Board on recent personnel activity. With the 

resignation of Ms. Kellie Riley, Ms. Hope Leach has been hired to fill the Financial Assistant position.  The 

Rev. Mario Melendez has been hired as the Coordinator of Latino Ministries beginning in June. It is 

hoped that a Youth Ministries Coordinator will be selected on May 13. There were five applicants for 

that position.  The Rev. Charles Robinson, Canon to the Bishop for Transition will retire at the end of 

July, and the process is underway to find his replacement. 

          2. Staff Organization – Each member of the staff has submitted a job description and an 

organizational chart will soon be created. Annual performance reviews will begin in October. 

          3. Mission Share – A new Mission Share Task force will soon be formed to determine the best way 

and time to bring the resolution at Annual Council off the table. Once the task force is operational, it will 

set a date for bringing its efforts to a close. It is anticipated that the work of the task force will go on for 

two, or possibly three, years. 

     Chancellor:  No report. 

     Treasurer/Finance: 

          Ms. Judy Dobson gave the financial report.  As of April 26, 2019, revenues were $1,132,958; 

expenses were $780,085; with a net income of $352,873. Included in revenue are the proceeds from the 

sale of the former Church of Our Savior, Midlothian $302,645. Not included in the expenses is $42,400 

of depreciation expenses, a noncash expense.  

          One fund designated as restricted has been released from restriction: $100,000 from the Diocesan 

Property Fund for Chanco’s Capital Campaign. 

         As of April 26, 2019, pledges total $1,536,981. Thirteen churches have not submitted a pledge 

commitment form, though some of those churches are regularly remitting payments. 

          Chuck Marks, Treasurer, will do an evaluation of the list of churches not yet making a pledge with 

the hope of making personal pastoral contact in instances where warranted. Bishop Magness, Chuck 

Marks, Judy Dobson, and Lynn Farlin will meet and further discuss how best to respond positively to 

congregations who have made a pledge, and those who have not. 

     Formation: 

          The merger of the two Safe Church policies (children & vulnerable adults) has been completed and 

are available on the diocesan web site. Each congregation is asked to designate a Safe Church contact 

person. 



          Chaplaincy plans for the upcoming Chanco summer camping season are in place. 

          Todd Bolsinger’s presentation on May 11 at Redeemer, Midlothian is now open to everyone. 

Registration closes this Friday. 

     Communication: 

          Ms. Ann Turner reported that she is beginning to work more with individual parishes. Currently she 

is working with a congregation that has never had a website. 

     Administration: 

          Emmanuel Powhatan property - The Rev. Ed Tracy presented the following resolution which was 

moved by the Rev. Virginia DiStanislao: 

     WHEREAS, at its meeting on May 4, 2017, the Executive Board of the Episcopal Diocese of Southern 

Virginia declared the property known a Emmanuel Church, Powhatan, abandoned and authorized the 

Bishop, the Canon for Administration, and the Chancellors to take whatever steps are necessary to 

dispose of the property; and 

     WHEREAS, title to the property vested in the Diocese by virtue of a deed dated December 13, 2016 

and recorded in the Clerk’s Office of Powhatan County Circuit Court on March 12, 2019; and 

     WHEREAS, both the Standing Committee and the Bishop have approved the sale of the property to 

New Walk Bible Church; and 

     WHEREAS, the Executive Board of the Diocese, pursuant to Virginia Code 57-8, has appointed William 

Van Arnam, Alice R. Webley and Jane Claytor Webster as Trustees of the Episcopal Diocese of Southern 

Virginia; 

     NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 

     1. The Executive Board of the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia confirms the appointment of 

William Van Arnam, Alice R. Webley and June Claytor Webster as Trustees of the Diocese; 

     2. The Executive Board of the Diocese of Southern Virginia approves the sale of the Emmanuel, 

Powhatan property to New Walk Bible Church; 

     3. The Executive Board authorizes the Bishop, the Canon of Administration and the Chancellor to 

execute all documents necessary for the disposition of the property. 

The motion, seconded by Mr. Rusty Bishop, passed unanimously. 

          St. Paul’s, Newport News property – The Rev. Ed Tracy presented the following resolution which 

was moved by the Rev. Bruce Cheney: 

     1. On April 24, 2019, the Vestry of St. Paul's Episcopal Church, located at 221 34th Street, Newport 

News, Virginia 23607, voted to close its doors and cease being an Episcopal Church. 

     2. The Vestry of St. Paul’s, Newport News, has authorized its wardens and trustees to take all steps 

necessary to close the church and execute all documents necessary to convey title to the real and 

personal property to the Diocese. 



     3. Pursuant to Canon XXV of the Canons of the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia and because 

the real and personal property of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Newport News, by virtue of the Vestry’s 

decision to close, has ceased to be used for the purposes for which religious congregations are 

authorized under the Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Church and the Constitution and Canons 

of the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia. 

     NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

     1. The real and/or personal property formerly owned or used by the congregation of St. Paul’s 

Episcopal Church, Newport News, has ceased to be used for those purposes for which religious 

congregations are authorized to hold property under the provisions of the Code of Virginia and the 

Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia and the Episcopal Church. 

     2. The Executive Board accordingly declares the real and/or personal property of St. Paul’s Episcopal 

Church, Newport News, as abandoned. 

     3. The Executive Board authorizes the Bishop, the Canon for Administration and the Chancellor to 

take whatever steps are necessary to dispose of the property. 

     4. The Executive Board authorizes the Bishop, the Canon for Administration and the Chancellor to 

execute all documents necessary for the disposition of the property. 

The motion, was seconded by Ms. Michelle McCoy, and passed unanimously. 

 

The Executive Board briefly discussed the possibility of highlighting, at the next Annual Council, the 

history and ministry of St. Paul’s and possibly other congregations that have closed. 

 

     Transition: No report 

      Chanco:  Mr. Gareth Kalfas reported that as in past years, expenses in the first quarter exceeded 

revenue. Second quarter projections are on track to be the top revenue producing quarter of 2019. 

Under the new administrative coordinator, execution of reservation procedures has improved. 

     Youth: Ms. Lynn Farlin reported that May Weekend was scheduled for May 17-19. The Youth Task 

Force has been a key element in keeping the youth program on track. 

 

Unfinished Business: 

     Chanco Campaign Update:  Ms. Nancy Beach reported that with regard to the capital campaign, 

more than three hundred direct solicitations will be made by July 1. As of April 24, $2,634,288 toward 

our goal of $3.9 M has been realized.  

     Change in Council Date: The Rev. Ed Tracy reported that, as requested by the Executive Board, 

Colonial Williamsburg was able to change the date of Annual Council. The new date is February 28 –29, 

2020.  



      

New Business: 

    Budget Adjustment:  Ms. Judy Dobson reported that pledged income is expected to be more than the 

rather conservative estimate used when the budget was adopted. It was suggested that the original 

pledge figure of $1,480,000 be increased to $1,536,000. This figure is more realistic and will allow us to 

fund both the newly hired Coordinator of Latino Ministries and the soon to be hired Coordinator of 

Youth Ministries. 

     Mr. Rusty Bishop moved that the pledge revenue figure in the 2019 operating budget be increased 

from $1,480,000 to $1,536,000, and that the additional monies be allocated to fund the Coordinator of 

Latino Ministries and the Coordinator of Youth Ministries positions. The motion, seconded by Ms. 

Bettyrene Pope, was discussed, and passed unanimously. 

Closing: 

     Bishop Magness noted that with Canon Charles Robinson retiring at the end of July, this would be his 

last meeting with the Executive Board. After expressing his personal thanks for Canon Robinson’s sound 

advice and council, and his ministry to the diocese, the Executive Board offered an enthusiastic standing 

round of applause. 

     There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m. After prayer by Bishop 

Magness, the meeting was followed by lunch. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Ralph E Haines, III 

Secretary 


