
The Executive Board 

Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia 

May 3, 2018 

The Executive Board of the Diocese of Southern Virginia held its second meeting of the year on 

Thursday, May 3, 2018 at Hickory Neck Church, Toano, with the following members present: 

The Rt. Rev. Herman "Holly" Hollerith 

Ms. Sharon Parker 

The Rev. Julia Messer 

The Rev. James Medley         Also present were: 

Ms. Helen Sharpe-Williams    The Rev. Ralph (Ned) Haines 

The Rev. Derek Harbin          Ms. Ann Turner 

Mr. Philip Ford            The Rev. Ed Tracy 

The Rev. Bruce Cheney          The Rev. Charles Robinson 

Mrs. Bettyrene Pope               Mr. Tim Coyle 

The Rev. Eve Butler-Gee       Ms. Judy Dobson 

Ms. Lauraetta Yates           Mr. Gareth Kalfas 

Mr. Rusty Bishop          Mr. John Meek 

    Ms. Lynn Farlin 

Absent were:         Ms. Nancy Beach 

The Rev. Daniel Crockett            Mr. Carter Sinclair 

Ms. Mary Dail 

The Rev. Virginia DiStanislao 

Mr. Thomas Ager 

Opening: 

At 10:00 a.m., Bishop Hollerith called the meeting to order. Opening worship was led by The Rev. Eve 

Butler-Gee 

On due motion and second, the minutes of the March 13, 2018 meeting were approved. 



Reports/Updates: 

     Bishop – Bishop Hollerith introduced Ms. Lynn Farlin, newly appointed Canon to the Ordinary for 

Formation. 

     The Bishop will be attending the gathering of newly elected bishops meeting at Roslyn Conference 

Center. 

     The Bishop commented on matters which will be considered by the General Convention meeting in 

Austin, Texas in early July. 

     The Bishop is in the process of appointing a Youth Task Force to create a strategy for conducting 

diocesan youth ministry in this interim period. The Bishop will not fill the vacant Youth Ministry position, 

feeling that our next bishop should have the freedom to establish her/his own priorities. The task force 

should be up and running by early June. 

     Chancellor – No report 

     Treasurer/Finance - Ms. Judy Dobson, Comptroller, reported as follows: 

      Year to date revenues $811,909; expenses $740,303; net income $ 71,606 

       Parish Pledges – Total received as of April 30, $482,087 (up $42,000 compared to 2017). Members of 

the Diocesan Giving Task Force are in the process of contacting parishes which have not yet made a 

2018 pledge. 

      Mr. Rusty Bishop moved that the continuing education expenses of the Chancellor ($1,500), and his 

2018 Virginia State Bar dues ($275) be included in the 2018 diocesan budget. The motion, seconded by 

the Rev. Bruce Cheney, passed unanimously. 

     On the recommendation of the Standing Committee, the Rev. Eve Butler-Gee moved that $200,000 

from restricted funds for the episcopate be allocated to meet the expense of the bishop's search 

process. The motion, seconded by the Rev. Julia Messer, passed unanimously. 

     Mr. Rusty Bishop moved that, since the proper recipients cannot be identified, $2,150 in the "Funds 

Collected for Other Organizations" be transferred to the general fund. The motion, duly seconded by the 

Rev. Bruce Cheney, passed unanimously. 

     Formation – Report filed by title 

     Communication - Report filed by title 

     Administration - Report filed by title 

     Latino Ministries - Ms. Sharon Parker read the report of Ms. Angelica Garcia Randle, Director of 

Latino Ministries. 

     Transition - Report filed by title 

    Chanco Captial Campaign – Ms. Nancy Beach and Mr. Gareth Kalfas reported on the progress of the 

Capital Campaign. Mr. Carter Sinclair gave a detailed report on renovation plans for Flournoy 1 and 2 as 

well as the Dining Hall.   



New Business: 

     Treasurer: Mr. John Meek will be retiring as Diocesan Treasurer.  Bishop Hollerith asked for 

assistance in finding a person to fill that position. 

     St. James, Emporia: Mr. Rusty Bishop moved adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolution: St. James Episcopal Church, Emporia 

1. At the regularly scheduled meeting on May 3, 2018, the Executive Board was informed that by 

letter dated April 9, 2018 the Diocese was advised that the parish of St. James, Emporia, located 

at 609 Halifax St., has essentially stopped operating and in effect has closed and wishes to 

convey the church property, including the church building and another parcel lot #8 located on 

Halifax St. used for parking (Plat Book 4 at page 163). 

2. Canon XXV, Section 1, of the Diocese of Southern Virginia provides as follows: Whenever any 

real property, formerly owned or used by any congregation of the Episcopal Church in the 

Diocese of Southern Virginia, for any purpose for which religious congregations are authorized 

to  hold property under the provisions of the Code of Virginia has ceased to be used by such 

congregation, the Executive Board of the Diocese, after receiving a recommendation from the 

Committee on the Status of Parishes and Missions, shall have the authority to declare any such 

property abandoned and be entitled to take charge and custody on behalf of the Diocese. Title 

thereafter shall vest in the Trustees of the Diocese. 

3. The Committee on the Status of Parishes and Missions, having made due inquiry, has reported 

that the real and personal property of St. James, Emporia, has ceased to be used for the 

purposes for which religious congregations are authorized under the Constitution and Canons of 

The Episcopal Church and the Diocese of Southern Virginia and the Code of Virginia, and 

therefore, recommends that the Executive Board declare the property abandoned.   

Now, Therefore, by the authority vested in it by Canon XXV, Section 1, of the Diocese of Southern 

Virginia, the Executive Board resolves as follows: 

1. The Executive Board regards the real and personal property heretofore formerly owned and 

used by the congregation of St. James, Emporia, as abandoned property because such property 

has ceased to be used by St. James, Emporia, for any purpose for which religious congregations 

are authorized to hold such property. 

2. The Executive Board accordingly declares the real and personal property of Saint James, 

Emporia, abandoned. 

3. The Executive Board hereby resolves to take charge and custody of such real and personal 

property. 

4. Pursuant to Canon XXV, Section 2, the Trustees of the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia are 

hereby authorized to convey by deed of gift to the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia, the 

real and personal property of Saint James, Emporia. 

5. The Executive Board hereby authorizes the Trustees of the Diocese of Southern Virginia to 

petition the applicable legal bodies to be appointed as Trustees of St. James, Emporia, to hold 

legal title to all real and personal property of Saint James, Emporia, to the Diocese of Southern 

Virginia. 



6. The Bishop, Chancellor, Vice-Chancellor and Trustees of the Diocese are hereby authorized to

take such actions as they may determine to be necessary or desirable to recover, secure, and

obtain legal title to all real and personal property of St. James, Emporia, including, without

limitation, initiating and participating in any and all appropriate legal proceedings.

7. The Executive Board authorizes the Bishop, the Canon for Administration and the Chancellor to

take whatever steps are necessary to dispose of the property.

8. The Executive Board authorizes the Bishop, the Canon for Administration and the Chancellor to

execute all documents necessary for the disposition of the property.

     The motion, duly seconded by the Rev. Julia Messer, passed unanimously. 

The Rev. Eve Butler-Gee moved adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolution: Sale of Emporia Rectory 

     On February 15, 1964 the Trustees of St. James, Emporia deeded the property located at 378 Slagles 

Lake Rd. to the Diocese of Southern Virginia. (Deed Book 85, pg.486) A rectory was built to house the 

rector who would serve St James, Warfield and St. James, Emporia. After a period of years, the rector 

left the shared ministry and both congregations continued on their own. Neither the vestry of St. James, 

Warfield nor St. James, Emporia have any ownership of the rectory. 

     In about the Spring od 1882 the Rectory was rented to a teacher who was a long time tenant. In the 

ensuing years the rental proceeds from the rectory have been overseen by a member of St. James, 

Warfield and used to make repairs on the home. 

     Now that the long term tenant of the property has left, Mr. Melvin Hill of St. James, Warfield 

contacted the diocese to see what we wished to do with the property, 

     NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. The real and/or personal property owned by the Diocese of Southern Virginia has ceased to be

used for the purposes for which it was intended and the same property will not be able to be used for 

such purposes in the future. 

2. The Executive Board authorizes the Bishop, the Canon for Administration and the Chancellor to

take whatever steps are necessary to dispose of the property. 

3. The Executive Board authorizes the Bishop, the Canon for Administration, the Chancellor and the

Trustees to execute all documents necessary for the disposition of the property. 

The motion, seconded by Mr. Rusty Bishop, passed unanimously. 

Executive Board Task Force: A general discussion was held concerning possible areas of focus for the 

three Executive Board task forces. Staff members will consider the possibilities discussed and report 

recommendations at the next meeting. 

Adjournment: 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned with prayer by the bishop at 12:00 noon. 



Respectfully submitted, 

The Rev. Ralph E. Haines III, 

Secretary 
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