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THE GRAPEVINE 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN   Fall 2017 

The President’s Message  - Love Thy Neighbor 
Helen Sharpe-Williams, ECW Diocesan President  

8183 or 

helen.sharpe-williams@earthlink.net.  

 

Many Thanks to Emmanuel, Jenkins Bridge 

 ECW  Fall  Diocesan Board Meeting Hosts 

mailto:helen.sharpe-williams@earthlink.net
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2. I’ll ask for forgiveness and offer it  - I’ll ask for forgiveness for the strongholds within my own heart that 

keep me from sympathizing with or loving another. If I am closed off or indifferent towards a particular person or 

people group, I’ll confess it before the Lord and ask for His forgiveness. If I need to ask for forgiveness from my 

neighbor, I’ll humble myself and apologize. If I need to extend forgiveness towards a particular person or person 

group, I’ll extend it.  

3. I’ll pray – I’ll love my neighbors by praying for them -even if it’s through gritted teeth at first. I’ll beg God to 

give me a sincere heart, and I will petition and pray until I am sincere. I will pray for my neighbors’ circumstances, 

salvation, and walk with the Lord. I’ll pray for the everyday and the momentous. I will pray for my neighbors, espe-

cially the ones I least want to pray for.   

President’s Message—Love They Neighbor  continued 

I’m also certain that all of us struggle – or have struggled —truly loving our neighbor, because our neighbor 

takes on many forms. Our neighbor is the woman we call a gossip who worships right beside us, the young teen who 

spray painted the neighborhood playground, the teacher whose curriculum we question, and the man who attends a 

church that’s  not in our denomination.  

The issue isn’t who our neighbor is and who we’re supposed to love. The issue is our hearts. Who are we? 

And, are we willing to show love, mercy, and compassion? Will we get caught up in who we should help and 

love, how often we’re supposed to, and how much; or will we simply allow the Holy Spirit to work though us?  

We don’t have to confuse unity and love within the body of Christ with passivity and uniformity. We’re all dif-

ferent and at different places in our walk with the Lord. He’s working on each of us. We can be united in love and 

still stand firm in our beliefs and challenge one another to rise above.  

We’re not always moved by compassion for people, especially the difficult people in our lives, but here are seven 

practical ways we can actually love our neighbors. Let’s write these seven declarations on our hearts and commit to 

be people who fight against bondage, injustice, and the principalities of darkness as opposed to one another.  
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Help Fund 2017 Outreach—Dues, Due November 1  

Each fall the ECW Diocesan Board asks Episcopal Church Women dioc-

esan wide to help fund outreach in the diocese, nation and world. Each par-

ish is requested to contribute annual dues of $3 per person. Two of those 

dollars ($2) fund the ECW Diocesan Budget. At year end, recipients world-

wide receive donations allotted by percentages based on the amount of mon-

ey received.  See the 2016 budget on the adjacent page.  The remaining dol-

lar ($1) helps fund the administrative fund.   

The board also asks for voluntary contributions to help fund the Church 

Periodical Club and Miles of Pennies; the Elise Holladay Scholarships for 

high school graduates to further their education; the Book of Remem-

brance—gifts in memory of loved ones also fund the Elise Holladay Schol-

arships;  God Bless the Children, Jackson-Feild Homes and Boys Home 

graduation gifts; and With These Hands, Holy Cross Anglican School, Be-

lize Feeding Program.   

All contributions are due November 1. Please mail one check payable to: 

ECW Treasurer with the Parish Annual Contribution Report 2017 on 

page 8 to Betty Mariner, ECW Diocesan Treasurer.   

ECW Diocesan Budget 

Diocese  

15% Chanco on the James— Spiritual Heart of the Diocese of Southern 
Virginia. A retreat center for youth and adults as well as one of the longest 
running summer camp programs in Virginia.  
15% Department of College Ministries  - This commission helps guide 
ministry initiatives for college-age persons in Southern Virginia, manages 
the Bishop Vaché Scholarship Fund and provides peer support for the cam-
pus chaplains and Canterbury Club programs of the diocese.  Contact Ash-
ley Scruggs, ascruggs@diosova.org for more information.  
 6%  Jackson-Feild Homes —Jackson Feild Homes provides at-risk ado-
lescent youth ages 13—21 with basic human services, counseling and edu-
cation in a caring residential environment.  
 7% Boys Home of Virginia— provides positive role models  and a sup-
portive quality of life. Showing each boy that each days is a step toward 
their success.   
 7% Dos Santos -A monthly food pantry program serves the Latino/
Hispanic immigrant and migrant farm worker population on the Eastern 
Shore of Virginia.  
12% Mission of the Holy Spirit—This program offers spiritual, education-
al, and psychosocial services to at-risk, inner-city children, adolescents, and 
their families in Norfolk, VA.  

Nation 
7 % Washington National  Cathedral Preservation Fund—Supports Ca-
thedral ministries, programs, and all the work of restoration and renewal..  

World 
 10 % Episcopal Relief & Development—The international relief and de-
velopment agency of the Episcopal Church.  
10 % With These Hands” Holy Cross Anglican School, Belize—Helps 
provide meals for students at the school.  
6% Women-to-Women  - Supports Congolese victims of gender-based vio-
lence in reinventing their lives when others have abandoned them. 

The Grapevine  is a quarterly 

print-ready newsletter available for 

individuals and churches to receive 

via email We appreciate your help 

sharing the news.  

If you have news you would 

like included in The Grapevine, or 

know of someone who would like 

to be added to the email list, please 

contact Nancy  Smith at 

nsmithwtr@aol.com. 

 The deadline for  Winter issue 

is October 31, 2017. 

 

Who’s Who in ECW?  

We need your help to keep con-

tact information up-to-date in the 

ECW Yearbook and Directory. We 

also want to honor our sisters in 

memoriam. Please complete and 

mail the ECW Parish Information 

Report, due November 1, and the 

ECW Convocation Report 2017, 

due November 15, to Louise Boss, 

Second Vice President. You can 

find the forms on page 9 in this 

newsletter and in the 2017 ECW 

Yearbook and Directory. For a 

copy, email or call Ann Turner, Di-

ocesan Communication Officer, 

aturner@diosova.org. 757-213-

www.facebook.com/

ECWofSouthernVirginia  

mailto:aturner@diosova.org
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United Thank Offering Province III News  
 Joyce E. Haines 

Province III UTO Representative 
From the Province 

 Dr. Pam Cochran, Province III coordinator, met with the ministry 

coordinators via Zoom on Tuesday, August 23. Ann Turner gave great in-

formation on “What Makes a Good Website.” The Rev. Sarah Lemming 

gave an update on the Claggett Center, located in Adamstown, MD, as the 

new meeting place for Province III meetings. Our next provincial council 

meeting, November 1, 2017, will be held there. We were asked to submit a 

2018 budget and a report by September 25, 2017. For more information, 

please check out our website at www.province3.org. 
Julia Chester Emery Birthday Celebration 

 This September, Julia Chester Emery would have turned 165 years 

of age. To honor one of the founders of the United Thank Offering, we 

want to throw Julia a birthday party to raise awareness of and participation 

in UTO. The UTO Board voted to raise an additional $700,000 before the 

end of 2017 to increase the Ingathering for this Triennium over last Trienni-

um.  To achieve this goal, we want to have a special celebration during the 

month of September to teach about UTO, Gratitude, and the life and minis-

try of Julia Chester Emery.  

Zoom Meeting with Canon Stephanie Spellers 

 The UTO Board will meet with Canon Spellers on October 5, at 4 

p.m. so that she may explain the Beloved Community, The Episcopal 

Church’s long-term commitment to racial healing, reconciliation and jus-

tice. The 2018 General Convention, which will meet in Austin, Texas, July 

5-13, has adopted the theme, “The Jesus Movement: Loving, Liberating and 

Life-Giving.” 

New UTO Letterhead 

 All of the new logos/updated logos have been loaded onto the blog 

if you need them. Please delete all of the old ones and use only the ones 

without the stained glass effect.  

Young Adult and Seminarian Grants  

. 

Provincial Representative Webinars 

 

know. 

 

United Thank Offering 

 in October  

Ronda Toll 

Diocese of Southern Virginia  

The UTO (United Thank Offer-

ing) Fall Ingathering happens in 

October! Now is the time to pick 

up your UTO Blue Box and/or do-

nation envelope.  

The 

traditional 

“blue box-

es” were 

named in 

1952 by 

Bishop 

Gordon of Alaska.  

He was awarded UTO money 

to purchase an airplane in order to 

reach the far-flung parishes of his 

diocese. He coined the phrase, and 

also named the plane in its honor. 

Today, as in the past, we are en-

couraged to give thanks daily, and 

drop a coin or two in the box as we 

do so—thanking God for our many 

blessings.  

Contact Ronda Toll at 

rtoll@cox.net or 757-869-8873 for 

UTO materials, literature, or more 

information.  

St. Mark’s Women’s Day  

The ECW at St. Mark’s Suffolk 

will host its annual Women’s Day, 

Sunday, October 9, The Reverend 

Betty Ricks-Montgomery, assistant 

pastor at the Greater Fist Baptist 

Church –Orlando, in Suffolk is the 

keynote speaker.  

file:///C:/Users/Nancy/Documents/www.province3.org
file:///C:/Users/Nancy/Documents/www.episcopalchurch.org/uto
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/page/episcopal-seminaries
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/page/episcopal-seminaries
https://zoom.us/j/8140408194
mailto:rtoll@cox.net
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Our ECW of Southern Virginia lost a faithful and loyal servant with 

the death of Mary Lou Miller.  She was a past chair of the Church Periodi-

cal Club.  For several years she was a faithful ECW Diocesan Treasurer 

serving during the With These Hands Outreach project.  That was quite a 

task.  For ten years she and her husband Joe cooked on Sundays for the 

Mission of the Holy Spirit in Norfolk.  Several times Joe drove a van to 

our different meetings.  Faithful servant well done. 

The purpose of the ECW is to 

empower the women of The Epis-

copal Church to carry out Christ’s 

work throughout the world. Our 

common denominator is our love 

of God and the desire to do His 

work. Come to Chanco to enjoy 

fellowship and refreshments while 

we hear about how Chanco's future 

plans will support the ECW's con-

tinued ministry with improvements 

to make Chanco a more accessible, 

comfortable and vibrant place to do 

God's work through programs 

that minister to women, families 

and children. 

We look forward to seeing you 

there and sharing more about 

Chanco’s bright future and how it 

can support the important programs 

of the Episcopal Church and the 

ECW. Questions? Contact Ronda 

Toll at rtoll@cox.net or 757-869-

8873. 

 

BECCA STEVENS is many things…an 

author, speaker, priest, social entrepre-

neur, founder and President of Thistle 

Farms, the largest social enterprise in the 

US run by survivors. She  has been fea-

tured in the New York Times, on ABC 

World News, NPR, PBS, and CNN.  

In 2011, the White House named Becca a 

“Champion of Change” for her work against domestic violence. Recently, she 

was featured in the PBS documentary, “A Path Appears,” named Humanitarian 

of the Year by the Small Business Council of America as well as the TJ Martell 

Foundation, inducted into the Tennessee Women’s Hall of Fame and is a Top 

10 2016 CNN Hero. She has been conferred honorary doctorates by The Uni-

versity of the South, Swanee and General Theological Seminary, New York. 

When Becca speaks the listener is struck by her earnest, empathic delivery 

infused with her personality. Her message is honest and she offers groups a way 

to move from fear and cynicism into inspired action.  

She regularly keynotes at national events, business gatherings, morning 

worship in churches as well as universities and colleges across the country, in-

spiring young adults to live into their ideals. She is an international voice for the 

growing global movement for women’s freedom and a fervently hopeful and 

determinedly loving champion for the marginalized.   

She lives in Nashville, TN where she serves as an Episcopal priest and lives 

with her Grammy-winning songwriter husband and three sons.    

 Thistle Farms is a powerful global community of women healing 

from prostitution, trafficking and addiction. They employ 50 survivors through 

social enterprises: Thistle Farms Home & Body, Thistle Stop Cafe, and an arti-

san studio. Thistle Farms Global helps employ more than 1,500 women.  

In Memoriam  
by Grace Martino-Strid, Norfolk Convocation Chair 

You are personally invited to a 
unique event created especially for 
the ECW to learn more about how 
you can be a part of the future of 
Chanco's ministry. 

SAVE THE DATE!  Sep-

tember 24th at 3pm  
 ECW reception at 

Chanco on the James  

mailto:rtoll@cox.net
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Women-to-Women has a dynamic start to 2017-

2018!    In the past, we have been blessed with the 

ECW support of the Tamar Project in Bukavu, D. R 

Congo.    $10,000 was raised in two years enabling the 

Mother’s Union to help women victims of GBV or 

gender-based violence to get the healing and education 

needed to reinvent their lives.   W2W has helped wom-

en in Goma, Bunia through the work of the Provincial 

Youth Officer, and the Anglican University of Congo 

where spouses of future priests are trained.   The im-

pressive work in Bukavu, Goma and other regions is 

thanks to such wives. 

This year W2W will support PIRD, an indigenous 

NGO or non-governmental organization, which stands 

for the Program in Ituri for Rehabilitation and Develop-

ment.  It was founded ten years ago by Mme Esperance 

Kungoza who holds a degree in economics and works 

in the US Embassy in Kinshasa where she oversees the 

financial side of an AIDS program.   PIRD focuses on 

women and girls in the region of Ituri who need coun-

seling and education.  Some choose to finish their 

schooling, others prefer to learn a trade such as tailor-

ing or hairdressing.   Shoes, uniforms and school sup-

plies are provided along with school fees for some; a 

tailoring kit is provided those in tailoring.  A sewing 

machine at $80 can be bought so the student will be 

able to set up shop after six months.    We are seeking 

from $200 to $350 per person and will have infor-

mation available for donors to consider.     

On Friday, October 27, W2W along with the De-

partment of Urban Studies and Public Administration 

will sponsor a seminar on Women as Peacemakers.  

This will have a focus on women in Congo and will be 

introduced by Dr. Berhanu Mengistu, ODU Professor 

of Public Service, with interests in Conflict Analysis, 

Negotiation and Mediation, Ethnic Conflict and much 

more.   

 Following will be our own Dr. Willene Johnson, 

President of Komaza, Inc., who serves as a consultant 

advising institutions, national governments and interna-

tional organizations regarding finance and develop-

ment. 

Guest from Congo University  
By Susan Broaddus  

She has done much work in Africa and has facilitated 

workshops for practitioners engaged in peacekeeping and 

economic reconstruction in conflict areas.  Her credits 

include:  Executive Director of the Africa Development 

Bank, adjunct professor at Cornell and Columbia Univer-

sities, Trustee at Tuskegee University, and so much 

more.  Dr. Johnson has served the ECW in many capaci-

ties as well as our Diocese and her parish Good Shepherd 

in McKenney.   

The last speaker will be the Rev. Dr. Yossa Way 

(pronounced ‘why’), Professor in the Department of The-

ology of the Anglican University in the D. R. Congo.  

Among other things, he has trained in conflict resolution, 

peace and reconciliation, and development in Africa.  He 

has visited many countries including spending a sabbati-

cal in 2001-2002 during which he spent a week each at 

Eastern Shore Chapel and St. Cyprian’s.     After re-

search at Virginia Seminary during the first three weeks 

of October, he will have about 10 days with us before 

returning to the DRC. 

The event will take place in the Georg W. Jensen 

Communication Lab in Constant Hall on the ODU Cam-

pus at 2 PM, Friday, October 27.     Constant Hall is lo-

cated at 4835 W 29th Street, Norfolk, VA 23508.  Guest 

parking passes can be had by contacting Susan Broaddus 

by Monday, October 23.  Call (757) 613-7004 or e-mail 

broaddussusan@aol.com.    They will be mailed to you if 

you make contact 10 days before the event.   

Weekly Enews—Sign up online at diosova.org and click 

on News and Publications for the latest news from 

around our diocese in weekly newsletters.  

Diocesan enews—This enewsletter, distributed on 

Wednesday, includes ECW news. Send the news by 

Tuesday to Ann Turner, aturner@diosova.org.  

Parish enews—distributed Tuesday  

Chanco Chatter—distributed montly by Chanco on the 

James Camp and Conference Center.. 

National Episcopal Church Women  
Signup online at ecwnatinal.org/for the  

ECW COMMUNIQUE MAGAZINE  

mailto:broaddussusan@aol.com
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 ECW ANNUAL FALL MEETING - LOVE HEALS Conference  
Saturday, November 4, 2017  

 
St. Francis Episcopal Church  

509 South Rosemont Rd.  
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23452  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: BECCA STEVENS  
 BECCA STEVENS is many things…an author, a Daughter of the King, speaker,  

 priest, social entrepreneur, founder and President of Thistle Farms, the largest  

 social enterprise in the US run by survivors. She has been featured in the New  

 York Times, on ABC World News, NPR, PBS, and CNN. In 2011, the White House  

 named Becca a “Champion of Change” for her work against domestic violence.  

 MEETING: 9:00 – 11:00 A.M.  

 Speaker: 11:30 – 12:30  

 Lunch: 1:00 P.M. ($15.00) ticket required (deadline to purchase lunch  

 tickets is October 20, 2017)  

 Contact: Helen Sharpe-Williams, 757-487-8183 or helen.sharpe-  

 williams@earthlink.net.  

 

 EVERYONE IS INVITED TO HEAR THE REV. BECCA STEVENS SPEAK.  

757-213-3388. 

mailto:aturner@diosova.org
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Parish Contribution Report to  

ECW Diocesan President, 2017  
Please send in this  report by September 30 to the ECW Dioce-

san President listing your ECW Parish contributions for the 

year. The President will include your Parish Information in the 

report for Province III. and the National ECW Boards.   

Send report to:  
Helen Sharpe-Williams  

2343 Locks Landing  
Chesapeake,  Virginia 23323 

 
Questions?  

Call the Helen Sharpe-Williams, ECW President—757-487-8183 

or  Betty Mariner, ECW Treasurer—757-442-7215,  

Parish Name   _________________________________________  

Convocation and Number 

_____________________________________________________ 

Name of the person sending the report: 

____________________________________________________   

Phone  _____________________________________________    

 E-mail   _______________________________________   

Contributions: (You may consider your budget as your 

list of your contributions.)  

_____________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________  

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Parish Annual Contribution Report, 2017 

Please provide the amount of your parish ECW Requested and Vol-
untary Contributions. Total all contributions and send one check 
payable to ECW Treasurer.   
Mail by November 1 to: Mrs. Betty Mariner, 30359 Bobtown Rd., 
Pungoteague, VA 23422  757-442-7215, themariners@verizon.net  
  
Parish:   _______________________________________________  
 
Convocation:  ___________________________________________ 
 
City/Town:  ___________________________________________  
 
Amount of Check: ______________________________________ 
  
Please use this form for all contributions EXCEPT United Thank 
Offering.  If you have questions about United Thank Offering contri-
butions call United Thank Offering Coordinator: Helen Sharpe-
Williams, 757-487-8183, helen.sharpe-williams@earthlink.net.  
 

REQUESTED CONTRIBUTIONS   

Diocesan Dues - $3.00* per member  TOTAL: $     

*Dues are based on $2.00 for the Diocesan Budget and $1.00 for the 

Administrative Fund.  

All Episcopal women in your church are members of the Episcopal 

Church Women.  

 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS    
Church Periodical Club:  
 Adults: $ ____________________________________________   
   
 Miles of Pennies: Children: $ ____________________________ 
 
Elise Holladay Scholarship Fund: $ _______________________ 
 
Book of Remembrance: $ ______________________________  
 
God Bless the Children $________________________ 
(Jackson-Feild Homes and Boys Home of Virginia graduates’ gifts) 
 
“With These Hands” Endowment Funds, 
Holy Cross Anglican School Belize: $ _____________________ 
 

  
Name of person completing form:   
 
_______________________________________________________ 
  
Phone:  _______________________________________________  
 
    
E-mail: ________________________________________________ 
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ECW Parish Information Report for 2017  

ECW President or Parish Contact, please complete and mail by 

November 1 to Louise Boss, Second Vice President,  

12402 Wilsonia Way, Machipongo, VA 23405,  

Phone: 757-678-5331 Email: louisebossexede.net  
  

Convocation Name & Number:  __________________________ 

Parish:_______________________________________________ 

Rector:  _____________________________________________  

Senior Warden Name (if no Rector): 

_____________________________________________________  

911 Physical Address: ___________________________________   

City/Zip Code: ________________________________________  

Phone ____________________Email ______________________   

 Mailing Address if different from above: 

___________________________________________________  

City/Zip Code: ________________________________________   

E-mail : _______________________________________  

Number of ECW Members:  ___________________________  

Name of President or ECW Contact (Circle One): 

______________________________________________  

Address: ____________________________________________  

City/Zip Code: _________________________________________  

Phone :____________________________________ 

E-mail: ____________________________________      

 IN MEMORIAM  

Please list alphabetically the women in your parish who have 

passed away since November 1, 2015: 

_____________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Person submitting form:  

_____________________________________________________  
E-mail:  ____________________________________________   

Phone:  ____________________________________________ 

ECW Convocation Report 2017 

Please complete and mail by November 15 to Second Vice Presi-

dent Louise Boss, 12402 Wilsonia Way, Machipongo, VA 23405, 

Phone: 757-678-5331 Email: louisebossexede.net  
 

Convocation Name & Number: ____________________________ 

Convocation Chair  

Name _______________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________ 

City/Zip Code ______________________________________ 

Phone   ________________E-mail_______________  

Vice Chair  

Name _______________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________ 

City/Zip Code ______________________________________ 

Phone   ________________E-mail_______________   

Secretary   

Name _______________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________ 

City/Zip Code ______________________________________ 

Phone Number  ________________E-mail_______________     

Treasurer (Serves on the Finance Committee)  

Name _______________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________ 

City/Zip Code ______________________________________ 

Phone    ________________E-mail_______________    

  

 Appointments to the ECW Standing Committees 2016  
Treasurer serves on the Finance Committee.  
  

Legislative  

Name _______________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________ 

City/Zip Code ______________________________________ 

Phone  ________________ E-mail_______________     

Nominating  

Name _______________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________ 

City/Zip Code ______________________________________ 

Phone   ________________E-mail_______________    
  

2016 ECW CONVOCATION MEETINGS  
SPRING:   

Date___________________________________________________ 

Parish _________________________________________________ 

City __________________________________________________ 
  

FALL:    

Date  ___________________________________________ 
Parish ________________________________________________ 
 City _________________________________________________ 


