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Opening Celebration and Distribution of Crosses

October 20, 2018

Helen Sharpe-Williams, ECW Diocesan President

St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church
1242 West Queen Street, Hampton, VA

A Triennial Meeting tradition is the creation of a
cross with a design unique to that triennium. The 2018
Triennial Meeting crosses, which incorporate the traditional ECW logo with the triennium's theme, "GO!
ECW," were presented by Presiding Bishop Michael
Curry to every delegate during the opening celebration in
the ECW meeting hall at the Austin Convention Center
on July 5th. Continued on page 4
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Congratulations Deborah Austin!
Distinguished Woman - Diocese of Southern Virginia
On Sunday, July 8, Deborah Austin, St. Mark’s, Suffolk, was honored as
the Diocese of Southern Virginia’s Distinguished Woman. She joined more
than 60 women from all nine provinces of The Episcopal
Church who were honored with a luncheon, a certificate,
and a Distinguished Woman pin featuring a one-of-akind design in recognition of their dedicated serL. to r. Helen Sharpevice in their home dioceses. Yewande Austin,
Williams, Bishop Hollerith founder of The Global Institute for Diversity and
and Deborah Austin.
Change, offered opening remarks. Each Distinguished Woman was presented individually. Continued on Page 3

A Great Honor and Privilege
Deborah Austin, Distinguished Woman, Episcopal Church Women
To be nominated to receive the Distinguished Woman Award of The Diocese of Southern Virginia is a great honor and privilege.
This picture taken with Presiding Bishop Michael Curry as I
received my Episcopal Women’s pin was a highlight of the
conference for me.
Volunteering to use my time, talents, and treasures has allowed me to challenge, empower, and inspire those in my
personal and Christian sphere of influence, and myself.
Deborah Austin
& Presiding Bish- This journey has taught me how to embrace barriers as
op Michael Curry only temporary and to see them as an opportunity to
make connections, navigate diversity, and build relationships to accomplish my desired goals.
I am grateful for the positive impact I’ve been able to have on students as
well as adults in the community and the City of Suffolk. This honor represents an unforgettable milestone, but the work continues.
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The Grapevine
Opening Eucharist of the 79th General Convention
Way of Love
Sermon, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry
Imagine Eucharist for 8,000 people. Imagine a marketplace of goods and ideas. Imagine quiet conversations
among friends, old and new. Imagine one of the largest
legislatures in the world. Imagine the utter silence of
prayer before momentous decisions.
The every-third-year gathering of the Episcopal
Church known as General Convention and the Episcopal
Presiding Bishop
Church Women Triennial is all of these things. The 79th Michael Curry preaches
gathered in Austin, in the Diocese of Texas, on July 5
At General Convention
and continued until July 13. Bishops, deputies, and Epis- Opening Eucharist
copal Church Women from the Episcopal Church made
broad decisions about policies and worship.
The opening Eucharist of the 79th General Convention of the Episcopal
Church on July 5 included lively music in many styles, communion for thousands of people and a sermon by Presiding Bishop Michael Curry calling on
members of the Episcopal Church to embrace spiritual practices that can help
lead them to a Jesus-centered life.
Called the “Way of Love,” the seven practices provide a Rule of Life that
all Episcopalians are encouraged to adopt.
• Turn: Pause, listen and choose to follow Jesus.
• Learn: Reflect daily on scripture, especially the life and teachings of Jesus.
• Pray: Spend time with God in prayer every day.
• Worship: Gather in community for worship every week.
• Bless: Share one’s faith and find ways to serve other people.
• Go: Move beyond one’s comfort to witness to the love of God with words
and actions.
• Rest: Dedicate time for restoration and wholeness.
Bishop Curry said that several months ago he had asked a group of bishops,
clergy and laypeople to meet with him to explore how the church could move
more deeply into being the Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement, a statement that has been the theme for his first three years as presiding bishop. He
said he wanted to find a way to “help people throw themselves into the arms of
Jesus.”
That group concluded that the Episcopal Church did not need a new program but instead should call upon spiritual practices that for centuries have
helped Christians draw closer to God. The result, the Way of Love, was adopted. Bishop Curry said this would help church members to “open up the soul
and spirit.” He also encouraged everyone at General Convention to spend time
meditating on the life and teachings of Jesus before they take action, including
before speaking at a microphone. Volunteers handed out brochures describing
the practices to people as they left the worship hall.
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ECW
Welcome Dinner
We rounded out our first
official day of the 49th Triennial of
the Episcopal Church Women with
a beautifully planned and well organized dinner of good food, good
speakers, and good dinner companions. The dinner was so well
planned there were no serving distractions, and the speakers flowed
evenly from one to another.
Our first speaker Laura Torres,
a dynamic young
woman from the
YWCA-Austin.
She gave us much
food for thought
during an exploration of intrinsic
biases vs. extrinsic biases. Her message was primarily about recognizing and dealing with our own internal biases, which is when our expressed beliefs are in direct conflict
with our behavior. There is much
work to be done before we are able
to actually make a change in our
national mores, but recognizing this
is the first step.
Irit Umani, Executive Director,
Trinity Center located in downtown
Austin. The need of
the homeless is great
and at times overwhelming, but based
on the testimony of one of your clients, in the video you shared with
us, the work you are doing is satisfying to both the giver and the receiver.
Service is all about one person
at a time, and you have clearly modeled what that can and does look
like. Continued on Page 3
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Distinguished Women Luncheon
Deborah Austin, Distinguished Women,
Continued from Front Page
Deborah Austin is a retired teacher, resource officer,
Distinguished Women Pin and all around community leader. She is a lay Eucharistic Minister, choir, vestry member, Sunday
school teacher, and is the secretary of the James Solomon
Russell UBE Chapter of the Diocese of Southern Virginia. As Deborah’s church is without a fulltime priest, she
plans the worship services and there are Sundays she is
called on to deliver the message of the day. She has
served as St. Mark’s ECW president, as senior warden, and as
delegate to council. She is a
Deborah Austin
member of the Links, Inc. and
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority. Deborah, a loving
wife, mother, and grandmother, is active in her
community. She checks in on sick and shut-in
neighbors, driving them to their appointment – and
L. to R. Ronda Toll, Helen
engages the children in after-school activities.
Sharpe-Williams, Deborah
Deborah serves the diocese as well as her
Austin and Joyce Haines.
church. She has been a long-time active ECW
diocesan board member, serving in a variety of positions: Prayer and Worship Chair, Nominating Chair, CPC Chair. She is always willing to do whatever is asked of her. Words cannot describe such a warm-loving person as
Deborah.
Lisa Towle, President of the National Board of Episcopal Church Women congratulated each Distinguished Woman, and all those who were there
to support them. She stated that the work they do in their communities and
throughout the Church has happened over many years and has been so very
diverse. We are inspired by your dedication, and we who are dedicated to
women's ministries stand on your shoulders.
She offered a reflection from Bishop Steven Charleston, one of the Triennial Meeting's keynote speakers:
"Listen. Today a single word spoken will carry the message of a thousand hearts. The one truth shared will unlock the hope of a million silent
souls. This is the day of hearing, when justice breaks its silence and mercy
finds its voice. The quiet ones will be heard and the lost ones recognized.
The clamor of the crowd will be hushed. The language of the poets at long
last understood. Today is a day of messages, of understanding and of wisdom. Listen. Someone is speaking to you, telling your story, honoring your
vision, giving your dreams the substance of prophecy, the joy of the common word that holds the world together."
We are here to share part of your story, to honor your vision, to thank
you for helping to hold our world together and demonstrating in word and
deed what it means to be part of a beloved community.
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ECW Welcome Dinner
Continued
The Rev. Kellie Wilson is the
Associate Priest
for Faith Development at Christ
Church Episcopal
in Greenville,
SC . She shared
her life-altering
experience of suffering a grave
illness shortly
after the birth of her son. This
brought her to the point of accepting
the fact that she was not going to
survive. After asking the Lord to
take care of her husband and child
she began to recover and slowly realized she had a calling for the
priesthood. Her journey created a
need for deep self-reflection, which
ultimately resulted in what she encourages in others: to be a reflector
of Christ's love. She shared the stages from creation to salvation, and
concluded with a powerful statement, "This is what happened after I
died."

Rev. Canon
Stephanie Speller
Continued from page 4
But what if we did? What if we
took God at God’s word, saw the Acts
community not as a naïve, misguided
experiment but as a vision of selflessness and faithfulness that inspires every Christian? I’m not saying I know
how to do this. But some Christians
have, you know. They didn’t live in
less complex times. They simply took
God seriously. And it changed everything.

The Grapevine
Opening Celebration and Speakers Continued from the Front Page
The 49th Triennial Meeting began with a worship service led by the chaplain, the Rev. Cathy Boyd , rector of St.
Martin's Episcopal Church, Williamsburg, VA. Our musician, Dr. Linda Patterson , made sure we made a joyful
noise. As part of the introduction of the 2015-2018 national board, board members surprised everyone by dressing in
period clothing representing women of the Church from decades past. What a fun way to start our time together. Next
came the highly-anticipated presentations by the two keynote speakers, Bishop Steven Charleston and The Rev.
Canon Stephanie Spellers. They did not disappoint.
Bishop Steven Charleston is the retired Bishop of Alaska. Over his long and distinguished career he has served
the church in many capacities. He was the national director for Native American ministries,
a tenured professor in systematic theology, and the president and dean of a seminary. Today
he is a nationally recognized author with a dozen titles to his name, including three novels
and his groundbreaking Native American theology, The Four Vision Quests of Jesus. He is
the recipient of three honorary doctorates and in 2014 a building was dedicated to his name
“The Charleston House of Interfaith Cooperation ," on the campus of his alma mater, Trinity College in Hartford, Connecticut. He is a citizen of the Choctaw Nation in Oklahoma
where he currently lives with his wife, Susan, a professional artist who designs all of the
covers for his books.
Steven Charleston began his writing with only four other people as his audience. Today there are over 10,000 people who read his daily meditations and thousands more who have discovered him through RMP's flagship book,
HOPE AS OLD AS FIRE. Sometimes, on a spiritual path, it is more fun to walk beside a seeker than a true believer. I
have no quarrel with those who are certain they know exactly where they are going on the path of faith, but often their
questions are few and their stories familiar. It is when you listen to the seeker's vision that things can come alive. Questions and doubts, longing and hopes, experiences both difficult and transcendent: it sounds very honest to me. And very
human. If you are a seeker, I will be proud to walk beside you, discovering life as we go.
The Rev. Canon Stephanie Spellers has a long title. Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s Canon for Evangelism, Reconciliation, and Creation, but here's the short job description for the Rev. Canon Stephanie
Spellers: helping Episcopalians share the good news and cross boundaries as part of the Jesus
Movement.
Previously she was the Canon for Mission Vitality for the Episcopal Diocese of Long Island and a
member of the chaplain team for the House of Bishops. She served as the co-chair of the Standing
Commission on Mission and Evangelism (2009-2012). A former church planter and seminary faculty member, she is the author of Radical Welcome: Embracing God, The Other and the Spirit
of Transformation . A native of Kentucky, Stephanie now lives in New York City.
She graduated from Episcopal Divinity School with a Masters of Divinity; Harvard Divinity
School with a Masters of Theological Studies; and Wake Forest University with a Bachelors in
Religion, where she began organizing for justice and peace.
Rev. Spellers asked if we could embrace this vision of self-sacrifice and other-directed care runs throughout the book of
Acts. It’s clearly not an easy choice: notice Ananias and Sapphira, who lied and kept some of the proceeds from selling
their property. But radical generosity is clearly the choice God wants God’s people to make: notice how quickly the selfish
couple gets struck down, apparently by none other than the Holy Spirit.I don’t suppose the choices are any easier for us today. We share deep concern for the plight of refugees, undocumented immigrants and vulnerable people. We honor the
spirit of generosity, love of neighbor and communal concern that grounds all of Christian life. But let’s face it: we make
exception after exception in practice because it’s so counter-cultural and just plain hard. Have you been in the room when
someone brings up socialism or commonly held property? Most Americans push the very idea aside as anathema, as if
there’s no way we could take such extremes seriously. Continued on page 3
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SOCIAL JUSTICE SPEAKERS
Abagail Nelson, Senior VP for Programs, Episcopal Relief and Development, was the first speaker in Triennial Meeting's BYOB (Bring Your Own Breakfast) series. She shared ERD's three "highimpact" priorities - women, children, and climate, and offered an in-depth look at how the well-being
of each affects the health of the world. She also addressed the need for disaster preparedness and the
importance of each church having a disaster strategy for its congregation, and emphasized the need to
view poverty relief as disaster prevention.
Patricia Bullock, a member of St. Mark's Episcopal Church, Austin and director of the Trinity
Center Shower Ministry, housed at St. David's church in downtown Austin, shared with delegates
how this ministry was formed, and what its role is in the community. The Trinity Center Shower
Ministry was designated the recipient of the Community Connection Gift for Triennial Meeting
2018. In addition to collecting financial donations for this life-affirming ministry, the National
Board of Episcopal Church Women has a goal of assembling hundreds of “summer survival kits” to
the homeless citizens served by the shower program.
How it began: While participating in Woman to Woman at Trinity Center, volunteers from St. Mark’s Episcopal
Church in Austin heard the women they were assisting talk about personal belongings being stolen when they were
taking showers at other facilities in town. It was then that the idea for a private and secure shower program for homeless women was born.
Donna Emery, Director of Development at Mobile Loaves and Fishes of Austin, gave us a
brief overview of their ministry and what it means to the local community. Community First! Village, a ministry of Mobile Loaves and Fishes in Austin, Texas, has been selected by the National
Board of Episcopal Church Women as the recipient of the Unified Gift, which will be presented
at Triennial Meeting in 2018. Donna described the village as a “novel approach to mitigating the
problem of homelessness.” During a meeting in Austin last spring, the NECW Board visited the
27-acre village for the disabled, chronically homeless in central Texas. This is a place of wonder
with affordable housing of varying styles, including many tiny homes; a huge community garden; a recreation center and community store; worship spaces and prayer labyrinth; a medical facility; even an arts center where unique
pieces are handcrafted by village residents. Time and again, Board members heard residents use the phrase, “my
own place.” With this grateful pride comes responsibility as the people of Community First share in the maintenance and administration of the village. This is a model of supportive community worth emulating, and Episcopal
Church Women are in a unique position to encourage the life changing outreach happening in this wonderland.
Yewande Austin, an award-winning lecturer, social activist and honorary U.S. Cultural Ambassador, brought music and a message to the ECW Triennial Meeting on Saturday, July 7: "It's our
responsibility to lean into the dark spaces and make a difference."
The resident of Virginia used her life story as a backdrop to illustrate why she believes, "God had
equipped you with all the talents needed to be the change in your own life," and she then challenged audience members to "identify three gifts you are sitting on that could help you change
your community" whether it's poverty, human trafficking, violence against women or hunger.
Yewande, who sang a variety of musical genres, including Negro spirituals and show tunes to
help make her points, explained she is using her gifts to build Alheri Village, a sustainable
Yewande Austin (l.) and
resettlement community for some of the nearly two million survivors displaced by conflict
Helen Sharpe-Williams
with Boko Haram terrorist in Abuja, Nigeria.
And she cautioned to not forget to "ask those you serve what they need" before deciding what will be done to
fight an injustice.
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A First-Timer’s Reflections from Austin
Ronda Toll, United Thank Offering Coordinator,
Diocese of Southern Virginia

I currently serve as the Diocesan Coordinator of the United Thank Offering
(UTO). This role accorded me the opportunity and blessing to be able to attend
the Triennial Meeting of the Episcopal Church Women (ECW). This meeting
was held concurrently with the 79th General Convention
of the Episcopal Church. I have been reflecting on my
experience at Triennial and General Convention since I
got back from Austin, Texas just over a month ago.
The General Convention is unlike any other meeting I Ronda Toll and the Rt. Rev. Barbara
Harris, the first women ordained a
have ever attended. It’s a bit overwhelming to tell the
bishop by the Anglican Communion.
truth! It’s full of different streams of ideas, hopes,
dreams, and emotions ebbing and flowing in every direction. I realize now that the collision of all of these
ideas and hopes and dreams is the very source of life
and action for our church. I witnessed our church, the
Episcopal Branch of the Jesus Movement, as Presiding
Ronda Toll finds
Chanco on the James Bishop Curry has called us; working together to become
more and more a part of God’s kingdom, a kingdom
on the map.
Ronda Toll (r.) and Rev. Heather
built on the Way of Love. I took away the assurance
Melton, Staff Officer of the United
that the church will continue to focus on racial reconciliation, evangelism, and Thank Offering
the care of creation.
Bishop Curry opened the convention with a sermon that spoke of love and compassion, of honesty and faithfulness. His energy and passion for following Jesus filled the air and seemed to lift people off their feet as he preached
on the loving, liberating, life-giving Word of God. The Presiding Bishop said many times during the Convention
that our mission is to tell and to live the story of Jesus’ redemptive love and forgiveness.
At General Convention I experienced the church more fully. I experienced frustrating moments involving disagreements in our governance, joyful moments celebrating millions of dollars collected one coin at a time for UTO, inspiring
moments learning about the profound social justice work taking place within our church, and simply indescribable moments praising God during rich, meaningful worship services. Imagine attending worship with thousands of other Episcopalians listening to preachers and worship leaders from all over the world! I was a frequent visitor to the Exhibit Hall
where I met Bishops (including the Presiding Bishop!) and clergy and lay people who represent the real diversity of our
church. In one day at Convention I spoke to people from Ecuador, Haiti, Cuba, Mexico, Texas, Tennessee, Ohio, and
Michigan. I had conversations with transgender persons, lay and ordained, spent time with fellow UTO Coordinators, and
hugged dear friends I hadn’t seen in years. I even listened as Native people played drums and danced…and that was all in
just one day! I could tell similar stories for each of the ten days I attended Convention.
When I left for Austin in July, I thought I understood what it means to be Episcopalian. The fact is I only knew the
church from the perspective of an active parishioner. What I’ve come to understand after attending Triennial and General
Convention is that the Episcopal Church is about as diverse a body of faithful people as a denomination can be and still
consider itself to be one church. General Convention is not only a wonderful place to gain a more full appreciation and understanding of the vastness of the Episcopal Church, it is a place where one grows in understanding the fullness and beauty
of humanity.
As for today, I have three years to prepare to gather in Baltimore with thousands of other people to celebrate this amazing institution we call the Episcopal Church.
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United Thank Offering (UTO) Grant Announcements
The United Thank Offering grant awards for 2018 were announced at
Triennial Meeting on Friday morning by the UTO Board president, Sandra
Squires. The total amount awarded was $1,283,216.21. The UTO Board
received 68 grant applications and was able to fund 34 grants. This year's
grant recipients represent eight of the nine Anglican Communion provinces
and 28 dioceses of The Episcopal Church.

Joyce Douglas Haines
THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!

Guess What?
Next, we moved to those pecky Bylaws and Resolutions. All those
sleepy women are now awake and have their swords sharpened, ready to do
battle about every “comma, the, and etc.” They ran to the microphone,
swinging their swords about, not wanting to yield contentious to the very
end. All this hot air to go with the outside temperature only to be delayed
until another day.

Down to Business – Bylaws and Resolutions.
A number of Bylaws were altered and/or changed. The newly passed
bylaws will be posted on the National ECW website as soon as the new
board meets.
Resolutions
1. To describe the structure and relationship between the ECW and UTO.
A task force will directed to work out the differences and present in 2021.
2. That ECW and all other interested women’s organizations within the Domestic Foreign Missionary Society collaborate to raise funds for and create a
Women’s Reading Room at the Archives of the Episcopal Church
A task force will directed to work out the differences and present in 2021.

NEW NATIONAL ECW BOARD OFFICERS:
President – Karen Patterson
Vice President – Patricia Wellnitz
Secretary – Samar Fay
Member at Large – Multi Media – Laura Orcutt
Member at Large – Social Justice – The Rev. Deacon Ema Rosero-Nordalm
A Very Special Closing Celebration and Eucharist, including Commissioning of the New National Board of ECW officiated by Triennial
Meeting 2018 Chaplain, the Rev. Cathy Boyd
Love God, love your neighbor, love yourself. Go. Do God’s work in the
world, and in the Church. Share the Good News of God in Christ. But it is
also very important to remember that you can’t share what you don’t have.
So remember to tend your soul. We will not always know where we are going. But we go anyway. Who knows? Maybe it is for this reason that you are
where you are. Here you are. This is your Esther moment. Do what you can.
The END!!!!!!
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THANK YOU!
Helen Sharpe-Williams,
ECW Diocesan President
ECW wishes to Thank Joyce
Douglas Haines for her service to the
United Thank Offering on behalf of
the Diocese of Southern Virginia and
Province III. Thank you. You’re
one of the special people who always tries to give; who makes this
world a better place just by the way
you live. If anyone is in need of
help you’re there to lend a hand. I
cannot thank you enough for all the
support and all that you have done.
There’s no sufficient words to say to
someone who always gives. You’re
happy helping other and you truly
are concerned.
Joyce Douglas Haines was elected as Province III UTO Representative in 2014 and installed at Triennial 2015. Her three-year term ended
at Triennial 2018, when Rosamond
Daniels, Diocese of Washington,
DC, was installed as the new Province III UTO Representative.

The Grapevine
ECW News from Redeemer in Midlothian
Mary Alligood, President
Redeemer’s ECW has had an active year. Our major fund raising activity is the Annual Christmas Bazaar held the second Saturday of November. Vendors rent spaces and/or tables. Reservations are being taken now
for the 2018 Bazaar on Saturday, November 10, at Redeemer’s website:
redeemermidlothian.org. Our 2017 profit ($2300) was distributed to
Chanco on the James Building Campaign, YMCA “Bright Beginnings”, the
Remote Area Clinic in Wise, VA, Peter-Paul Development Center, Richmond CrossOver Ministries, and Period Patch, Inc.
The highlight of our year was a Spring Tea on April 28. Ladies and
girls were treated to a fashion show, a raffle of delightful prizes, beautifully
decorated tables, and delicious food served by Redeemer’s men. Prizes
were given for creative hats. The profit from the Spring Tea was donated to
the Women’s Shelter in Wise County, VA.

St. Mark’s Women’s Day
Tia Morings, President

St. Mark Episcopal in Suffolk,
will be having their Women's Day,
on the first Sunday, Oct 7th. Our
guest speaker will be MS. Gloria
Colbert from Macedonia AME, in
Suffolk , Va. Her theme will be " IF
THE SHOE FITS, UNLEASHING
THE SPIRITUAL SHOEBOX.
Service starts at 10 a.m.

Help Fund 2018 Outreach—Dues, Due November 1

Each fall the ECW Diocesan Board asks Episcopal Church Women diocesan wide to help fund outreach in the
diocese, nation and world. Each parish is requested to contribute annual dues of $3 per person. Two of those dollars
($2) fund the ECW Diocesan Budget. At year end, recipients world-wide receive donations allotted by percentages
based on the amount of money received. The remaining dollar ($1) helps fund the administrative fund.
The board also asks for voluntary contributions to help fund the Church Periodical Club and Miles of Pennies;
the Elise Holladay Scholarships for high school graduates to further their education; the Book of Remembrance—
gifts in memory of loved ones also fund the Elise Holladay Scholarships; God Bless the Children, Jackson-Feild
Homes and Boys Home graduation gifts; and With These Hands, Holy Cross Anglican School, Belize Feeding
Program.
All contributions are due November 1. Please mail one check payable to: ECW Treasurer with the Parish
Annual Contribution Report 2018 on page 11 to Betty Mariner, ECW Diocesan Treasurer.
The Parish Contribution Report for the ECW President 2018 on page 11 is due September 30. Please send
the report to Helen Sharpe-Williams, ECW Diocesan President.

United Thank Offering Fall Ingathering Ronda Toll, UTO Coordinator, DioSoVa
Fall is fast approaching and you know what that means…..it is time to gear up for the semiannual United Thank
Offering Ingathering. Next to Pumpkin Spice Lattes, this Ingathering is the best part of October!
The United Thank Offering is an outreach ministry of the Episcopal Church that was founded in 1889. It is a personal and family devotional program of the Episcopal Church encouraging men, women, and children to share their
thankfulness to God through daily prayer and offerings. By embracing this devotional program, we are reminded to
be prayer oriented first and then we are encouraged to give tangible thanks for our blessings as an offering or thanksgiving to God. Each year, the offerings collected are given away in the form of grants. These grants focus on meeting compelling human needs and on expanding the mission and ministry of the church at home and throughout the
world. Through these grants, those less fortunate can come to know the love of God.
Please give generously to the 2018 UTO Fall Ingathering. Even the smallest donations, when added together, can
make a huge difference in the lives of others.
Contact Ronda Toll, ECW Diocesan UTO Coordinator, at rtoll@cox.net or at 757-869-8873 for UTO literature,
materials, supplies, or for any more information.
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Continues to Support PIRD

By Susan Broaddus, Convener of Women For Congo
Women for Congo has been asked by Espérance Kugonza, founder of PIRD (Program for Rehabilitation and
Development in Ituri), to continue to help the young
women we started with last year who haven’t yet graduated from high school. We were able to assist 16 individuals during the last school year and will help at least
15 again this year. Hopefully, we will find sponsors for
more.
These young women are victims of gender-based violence who are coping with this in various ways. The
average amount we seek is $250 per person for vocational training or schooling. This amount includes uniforms,
professional tool kits or backpacks, oversight by PIRD
(counseling) as well as tuition.
We are asking individuals, small groups, ECWs, and
parish outreach committees for gifts of $250 or more, but
any amount will go a long way. For instance, $170 will
help with in-depth professional counseling; $80 will pay
for a hand-cranked sewing machine and $150 for a treadle one. If you can help, have checks made out to the
ECW and sent to me: Susan Broaddus, 1323 Lafayette
Blvd., #1, Norfolk, VA 23509. I then send the checks
to our ECW Treasurer.
PIRD supports several kinds of projects including
agricultural development and roads to get the products to
market. Look at their website to learn more about it:
www.ngo-pird.org
Women for Congo represents several parishes, meeting monthly for the purpose of supporting women in our
Anglican Church in the DRCongo. Over the years, we
have become a group of friends who look forward to seeing each other on the first Monday of each month!

Who’s Who in ECW?
We need your help to keep contact information up-to-date in the ECW Yearbook
and Directory. We also want to honor our
sisters in memoriam. Please complete and mail the
ECW Parish Information Report, due November 1,
and the ECW Convocation Report 2018, due November 15, to Helen Sharpe-Williams, President. 2343
Lokcs Landing Chesapeake, VA 23323. You can find
the forms on Page 12. in the newsletter. The forms are
also in the 2018 Yearbook, but send them to Helen
Sharpe-Williams not Louise Boss. For a copy of the
ECW Yearbook and Direectory, email or call Ann
Turner, Diocesan Communication Officer,
aturner@diosova.org, 757-213-3388.

Won’t you join us?
Contact me to get on the mailing list and to receive
directions to the meetings at broaddussusan@aol.com.
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Human Trafficking: Dreams for Sale
Human trafficking has become our world’s modern form of slavery.
W

Here are some common indicators to help recognize human trafficking:
Does the person appear disconnected from family, friends, community organizations, or houses of worship?
·Has a child stopped attending school?
·Has the person had a sudden or dramatic change in behavior?
·Is a juvenile engaged in commercial sex acts?
·Is the person disoriented or confused, or showing signs of mental or physical abuse?
·Does the person have bruises in various stages of healing?
·Is the person fearful, timid, or submissive?
·Does the person show signs of having been denied food, water, sleep, or
medical care?
·Is the person often in the company of someone to whom he or she defers?
Or someone who seems to be in control of the situation, e.g., where they go
or who they talk to?
·Does the person appear to be coached on what to say?
·Is the person living in unsuitable conditions?
·Does the person lack personal possessions and appear not to have a stable
living situation?
Does the person have freedom of movement? Can the person freely leave
where they live? Are there unreasonable security measures?
Not all indicators listed above are present in every human trafficking situation, and the presence or absence of any of the indicators is not necessarily
proof of human trafficking.
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ECW News:How to Find it.
How to Share it.
Diocese of Southern Virginia
The Grapevine - The ECW’s quarterly, print-ready newsletter is
available via email or online at diosova.org on the ECW page under
Ministries. Please help us with distribution via email or printed copies
for folks who don’t have computers.
The deadline for the next issue is
Nov. 23. We want to include your
news and add you the email list.
Please contact Nancy Smith,
nsmithwtr@aol.com.
Weekly Enews – Go to diosova.org
and click on News and Publications to sign up to receive the latest
news from around our diocese in
weekly email newsletters. Send
your news to Ann Turner,
aturner@diosova.org,
Diocesan eNews is distributed on
Wednesday, includes ECW news.
Send the news by Tuesday.
Parish eNews is distributed on
Tuesday. Send news by Monday
The Diocesan Connection is a
quarterly print-ready newsletter
available for individuals and
churches to receive via email.
Churches are asked to distribute the
newsletter to their members via
email or, if necessary, by printing
and mailing.

National Episcopal
Church Women

Go to ecwnational.org for news and
to sign up online to receive the
ECW Communique Magazine.

The Grapevine
Parish Annual Contribution Report, 2018

Parish Contribution Report to
ECW Diocesan President, 2018

Please provide the amount of your parish ECW Requested and Voluntary Contributions. Total all contributions and send one check
payable to ECW Treasurer.
Mail by November 1 to: Mrs. Betty Mariner, 30359 Bobtown Rd.,
Pungoteague, VA 23422 757-442-7215, themariners@verizon.net

Please send in this report by September 30 to the ECW Diocesan President listing your ECW Parish contributions for the
year. The President will include your Parish Information in the
report for Province III. and the National ECW Boards.

Parish: _______________________________________________

Send report to:
Helen Sharpe-Williams
2343 Locks Landing
Chesapeake, Virginia 23323

Convocation: ___________________________________________
City/Town: ___________________________________________

Questions?
Call the Helen Sharpe-Williams, ECW President—757-487-8183
or Betty Mariner, ECW Treasurer—757-442-7215,
Parish Name _________________________________________

Amount of Check: ______________________________________
Please use this form for all contributions EXCEPT United Thank
Offering. If you have questions about United Thank Offering contributions call United Thank Offering Coordinator: Helen SharpeWilliams, 757-487-8183, helen.sharpe-williams@earthlink.net.

Convocation and Number
_____________________________________________________
Name of the person sending the report:
____________________________________________________

REQUESTED CONTRIBUTIONS
Diocesan Dues - $3.00* per member TOTAL: $
*Dues are based on $2.00 for the Diocesan Budget and $1.00 for the
Administrative Fund.
All Episcopal women in your church are members of the Episcopal
Church Women.

Phone _____________________________________________
E-mail _______________________________________
Contributions: (You may consider your budget as your
list of your contributions.)

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS
Church Periodical Club:
Adults: $ ____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Miles of Pennies: Children: $ ____________________________

_____________________________________________________

Elise Holladay Scholarship Fund: $ _______________________

_____________________________________________________

Book of Remembrance: $ ______________________________

_____________________________________________________

God Bless the Children $________________________
(Jackson-Feild Homes and Boys Home of Virginia graduates’ gifts)

_____________________________________________________

“With These Hands” Endowment Funds,
Holy Cross Anglican School Belize: $ _____________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
Name of person completing form:

_____________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

E-mail: ________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
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The Grapevine
ECW Convocation Report 2018

ECW Parish Information Report for 2018

Please complete and mail by November 15 to Louise Boss, Second
Vice President, 12402 Wilsonia Way, Machipongo, VA 23405,
Phone: 757-678-5331 Email: louiseboss49@gmail.com

ECW President or Parish Contact, please complete and mail by
November 1 to Louise Boss, Second Vice President,
12402 Wilsonia Way, Machipongo, VA 23405,
Phone: 757-678-5331 Email: louisebossexede.net

Convocation Name & Number: ____________________________
Convocation Name & Number: __________________________

Convocation Chair
Name _______________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City/Zip Code ______________________________________
Phone
________________E-mail_______________
Vice Chair
Name _______________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City/Zip Code ______________________________________
Phone ________________E-mail_______________
Secretary
Name _______________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City/Zip Code ______________________________________
Phone Number ________________E-mail_______________
Treasurer (Serves on the Finance Committee)
Name _______________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City/Zip Code ______________________________________
Phone
________________E-mail_______________

Parish:_______________________________________________
Rector: _____________________________________________
Senior Warden Name (if no Rector):
_____________________________________________________
911 Physical Address: ___________________________________
City/Zip Code: ________________________________________
Phone ____________________Email ______________________
Mailing Address if different from above:
___________________________________________________

City/Zip Code: ________________________________________
E-mail : _______________________________________
Number of ECW Members: ___________________________

Appointments to the ECW Standing Committees 2016

Name of President or ECW Contact (Circle One):
______________________________________________

Treasurer serves on the Finance Committee.

Address: ____________________________________________

Legislative
Name _______________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City/Zip Code ______________________________________
Phone ________________
E-mail_______________
Nominating

City/Zip Code: _________________________________________
Phone :____________________________________
E-mail: ____________________________________
IN MEMORIAM

Name _______________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________
City/Zip Code ______________________________________
Phone
________________E-mail_______________

Please list alphabetically the women in your parish who have
passed away since November 1, 2015:
_____________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

2016 ECW CONVOCATION MEETINGS

________________________________________________________________________________________

SPRING:
Date___________________________________________________
Parish _________________________________________________
City __________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________

FALL:

Person submitting form:
_____________________________________________________
E-mail: ____________________________________________
Phone: ____________________________________________

Date

___________________________________________

Parish ________________________________________________
City _________________________________________________

12

