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Meet Helen Sharpe-Williams, ECW President
Diocese of Southern Virginia
I am, Helen Sharpe-Williams, the newly elected President of the
Episcopal Church Women for the Diocese of Southern Virginia. I am
deeply humbled and thankful for the opportunity to serve as your president for the next two years. I will try to serve you faithfully and to the
best of my ability.
I am a native of Bedford County, Virginia where I attended elementary and high school. I graduated from Saint Paul’s College Lawrenceville, Virginia with a BS Degree in Mathematics. It was during this
time I was introduced to the Episcopal faith. I also attended The Ohio
State University earning two Master of Science Degrees: Geodetic Sciences and Photogrammetry.
After graduation I moved to Norfolk to work for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) as a Cartographer from
1973 to the end of 1994. In 1995 I transferred to the NOAA headquarters
in Silver Spring, Maryland, where I worked until retiring in 2006. The
highlight of my time in Silver Spring was capped with an eight-week
work assignment in the great state of Alaska.
In Silver Spring I attended Grace Episcopal Church. I enjoyed
attending Grace – Silver Spring, a multi-culture congregation. After 33
years with NOAA I retired and moved to Chesapeake Virginia. I
have been at Grace, Norfolk for 40 years with the exception of the 11
years spent in Silver Spring, Maryland. In the years since returning I
have served on the Vestry; I am currently a Lay Reader; the president of
the Daughters of the King, Grace-Chapter; a member of the Bereavement
Committee; the display artist for the church's bulletin boards; a Bible
Study Leader; a volunteer for the church's Food Pantry program which
serves the needy of the community each Wednesday; a Eucharistic Visitor; Treasurer of Grace's ECW; the Convocation III Executive Board Lay
representative; a supporter of the youth and their programs; and the outgoing UTO Diocesan Coordinator.
In spite of what might seem a multitude of tasks before and behind me, I am excited and enthusiastically looking forward to working
closely with all churches and organizations within the diocese. I hope to
share the plight of women and children in our diocese suffering from
abuse, homelessness and trafficking. Women and children that we as
servants of Jesus are called to help - Jesus said, “Love your neighbor as
yourself.”
If we follow this commandment we will not stand by and see our
sisters suffering and not help. Think of the great impact that we can
have on others if we will simply love them like God loves us. And, think
of how we can play a very important part in someone receiving their healing because of our commitment to love them. I am asking for your prayers and support as I enter into this position with the love of God in my
heart.
See Domestic Violence: It’s EVERYBODY’S Business - Page 5.
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ECW to Tour JacksonFeild Homes in May
Jackson-Feild Homes in Jarrett,
Virginia will host the ECW Spring
Annual Meeting May 20. A highlight of the day will be a tour of the
campus including a visit to Marshall Cottage to see renovations
made using the $20,000 gifted by
the ECW last fall. The campus
Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Robin Jones
will celebrate Holy Eucharist and
lunch will be served. Watch for
registration

Apply Now for
ECW Scholarships
The deadline to apply is April
30, 2017. The Elise Holladay
Scholarship is available to young
men and women who want to further their education after high
school.
Also, the ECW Beverley D.
Tucker Scholarship provides assistance to men and women in
church-related training in an accredited Episcopal school. Use the
same form to apply for either
scholarship available at diosova.org, and on the Page 8.
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Welcome New ECW Diocesan Board Members
Getting to Know You
Watch for more Getting to Know You features in future Grapevines.
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Corresponding
Secretary
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Garner
Student
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Gabrielle
LeVecque,
Eastern
Shore
Convocation
Chair

Ronda Toll hails from East Hartford, Connecticut, and was raised
in an Italian Catholic family. She joined the Episcopal Church shortly
after marrying the love of her life, Richard. She and Richard attend
Christ the King Episcopal Church in Yorktown. Richard is a musician
there and Ronda is a raving fan! Ronda is 20-year member of the Order of the Daughters of King, is active in the Cursillo Movement, and
serves as Secretary on the Board of Directors for Camp Chanco. She
taught Sunday School at CTK for many years and has served as Senior Warden. Currently, she is planning and coordinating
Ronda Toll, United Thank
activities for the Episcopal Youth Community. Ronda is
employed as a career counselor at Bryant & Stratton Col- Offering Coordinator
lege, where she has worked for over 25 years. This is the second time Ronda has said “YES”
to being on the ECW Board. Why? Because she believes in the difference the amazing women of the ECW are making in their communities and in the world.
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ECW At Council

Nancy Sands and Bishop Hollerith.
Nancy, 2015-16 ECW president,
gave her annual report at Council
and received a standing ovation.

L. to R.: Robin Magee, Angela Parker, Joyce Haines, Laura L. Manigault,
Lu Sullivan, Nancy Sands, Nancy Smith, Tia Morings and Harriet Scruggs.
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UNITED THANK OFFERING (UTO)
Holy Father God, the gifts You
give are endless and incomprehensible. What we do with those gifts
will prove how much we really appreciate them. At the end of the
day, may our thankfulness add up
to the many blessings you have bestowed on us. Thank you for your
mercy and grace for the joy in our
hearts that cannot be replaced. In
Jesus’ name. Amen.
I am grateful to all UTO church
coordinators without whom I could
not have functioned as the UTO
diocesan coordinator.

I am also grateful to the bishop,
clergy, and parishioners who were
supportive of our efforts.
One of the great joys of serving as the UTO diocesan coordinator was the opportunity to share
with you the thankfulness to God
through daily prayer and offerings
in the Blue Boxes and to pass
those blessings to others.
My term as the UTO diocesan
coordinator ended December 31st.
I thank you for all the support you
have given me and I am hoping

that you will continue to support
the new diocesan coordinator.
Ronda Toll
42 Cherbourg Drive
Newport News, VA 23606-1540
757-223-7281 rtoll@cox.net
Thank you again for your
support in raising $10,996.19 for
the 2016 United Thank Offering.
Helen Sharpe-Williams,
ECW Diocesan President.

CHURCH PERIODICAL CLUB IS CHANGING THE WORLD ONE BOOK AT A TIME…
The Church Periodical Club is
an independent, affiliated organization of the Executive Council of the
Episcopal Church, dedicated to the
worldwide Ministry of the Printed
Word and to the Promotion of
Christian Mission.
It is the only organization in the
Episcopal Church dedicated solely
to providing free literature and related materials, both religious and
secular, to people all over the world
who need and request them and
who have no other source for obtaining them.
Prayer Books, books for seminarians, educational materials,
medical textbooks, agricultural
manuals and books for those in local and global mission are some of
the publications The Church Periodical Club supplies.
The Church Periodical Club
operates at all levels of the Church
- national, provincial, diocesan and
parish. The goal is to make the
CPC program a concern of the
whole Church. The Church Periodical Club is funded by voluntary
contributions from all levels of the
Church by people in the pews. CPC
is supported by the prayerful concern, time, talents, labor and money
of those who believe in the Ministry of the Printed Word.

CHURCH PERIODICAL CLUB
SUNDAY is a vital way to present
the unique Ministry of the Printed
Word as a concern of the entire
church. Each year the Presiding
Bishop designates one Sunday in the
year (usually the first Sunday of
May) for the observance of the work
of spreading the Christian message
through the Printed Word, i.e. Bibles, Prayer Books, Hymnals, Sunday school literature and allied programs, such as Alpha, or Education
for Ministry, etc.
Are you a member of The Church
Periodical Club?
If you are a member, have you
renewed your annual membership?
If not, now is a good time to do that
with the subscription blank below
this article. Dues are $20.00 per
year.
Life Membership is $250.00 and
may be paid at one time or $50.00
per year for five years.
Each new Life Member receives
a Certificate signed by the Presiding

Bishop, a gold pin to wear as an
outward symbol of their commitment, and a thank you letter.
We now have 75 Life Members/Interim Life Members. The
newest way to join and support the
ongoing ministry of CPC is a Life
Membership for your parish. Life
Membership for Parishes is
$300.00 and is deposited to the
endowment fund with interest going toward operating expenses.
This option also includes all of the
benefits listed above. If you are
reading this, you are interested in
The Church Periodical Club. I
urge you to support it by your
membership and by recruiting new
members in all the categories.
TO BECOME A MEMBER,
OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP Mail the Subscription
Blank below to :
The Church Periodical Club
PO Box 1206
Manorville, NY 11949

My Name ________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________
Email ___________________________________________________________
Specify membership type: Membership - $20 ; Parish Life Membership—$300;
Life Membership - $250. Please enclose check with letter.
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MARK YOUR

Domestic Violence: It's EVERYBODY'S Business
Domestic violence should not happen to anybody. Ever. Period. But
it does - and when it does, there is help. Maybe you have lived with abuse,
maybe it happened just once; maybe you work or live next to someone
who is being abused right now.
Domestic violence is about one person in a relationship using a pattern
of behaviors to control the other person. It can happen to people who are
married or not married; heterosexual, gay, or lesbian; living together, separated, or dating.
Many people who are being abused do not see themselves as victims.
Also, abusers do not see themselves as being abusive. People often think
of domestic violence as physical violence, such as hitting. However, domestic violence takes other forms, such as psychological, emotional, or
sexual abuse.
Violence can be criminal and includes physical assault (hitting, pushing, shoving, etc.), sexual abuse (unwanted or forced sexual activity), and
stalking. Although emotional, psychological and financial abuse are not
criminal behaviors, they are forms of abuse and can lead to criminal violence.
ANYONE CAN BE A VICTIM!
Victims can be of any age, sex, race, culture, religion, education, employment or marital status. Although both men and women can be abused,
most victims are women. Children in homes where there is domestic violence are more likely to be abused and/or neglected. Most children in
these homes know about the violence. Even if a child is not physically
harmed, they may have emotional and behavior problems.
Who Are The Abusers?
Abusers are not easy to spot. There is no 'typical' abuser. In public,
they may appear friendly and loving to their partner and family. They
often only abuse behind closed doors. They also try to hide the abuse by
causing injuries that can be hidden and do not need a doctor.
Abuse is not an accident. It does not happen because someone was
stressed-out, drinking, or using drugs. Abuse is an intentional act that
one person uses in a relationship to control the other. Abusers have
learned to abuse so that they can get what they want. The abuse may be
physical, sexual, emotional, and psychological.
Abusers often have low self-esteem. They do not take responsibility
for their actions. They may even blame the victim for causing the violence. In most cases, men abuse female victims. It is important to remember that women can also be abusers and men can be victims.
Ending these acts of violence calls for people to step up. It calls for
educating the public to change perceptions, empowering bystanders to
take action, and influencing policymakers to hold offenders accountable
for their crimes.
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CALENDAR!!!!!!!!!!
ECW ANNUAL
FALL MEETING
NOVEMBER 4, 2017
KEYNOTE SPEAKER
BECCA STEVENS

BECCA STEVENS is many
things…an author, speaker,
priest, social entrepreneur, founder and President of Thistle
Farms, the largest social enterprise
in the US run by survivors.
Thistle Farms is a powerful
global community of women healing from prostitution, trafficking
and addiction. They employ 50 survivors through social enterprises:
Thistle Farms Home & Body, Thistle Stop Cafe, and an artisan studio.
Thistle Farms Global helps employ
more than 1,500 women.
Becca Stevens has been featured
in the New York Times, on ABC
World News, NPR, PBS, and CNN.
In 2011, the White House named
Becca a “Champion of Change” for
her work against domestic violence.
Recently, she was featured in the
PBS documentary, “A Path Appears,” named Humanitarian of the
Year by the Small Business Council
of America as well as the TJ Martell
Foundation, inducted into the Tennessee Women’s Hall of Fame and
was conferred an honorary doctorate by The University of the South
and General Theological Seminary.

2016 ECW Treasurer’s Report
Twenty –six (26) churches from across the Diocese submitted dues during 2016. The total of $2,144 report was
received by December 25, 2016. Of that total, 1/3, or $717, was credited to Administrative expenses; $1,427 or
2/3s, was divided into the following amounts as contributions to the ECW Diocesan Budget recipients as voted on
by the Finance Committee. Parish ECWs also make voluntary contributions to the Church Periodical Club, Miles
of Pennies, the Elise Holladay Scholarship Fund, God Bless the Children, Book of Remembrance and the “With
these Hands” Endowment Fund, Holy Cross Anglican School, Belize.
Betty Mariner, ECW Treasurer, Diocese of Southern Virginia

2016 Convocation Donations
Convocation 1 – Eastern Shore
Emmanuel, Jenkins Bridge
Hungars, Eastville

$100.00
$ 27.00

Emmanuel, Jenkins Bridge

$191.60

Convocation II – Virginia Beach
Eastern Shore Chapel, VA Beach
St. Francis, VA Beach
Convocation III – Norfolk
St. Paul's, Norfolk
St. Stephens, Norfolk
Grace, Norfolk
Convocation IV – Fourth
St Mark's, Suffolk
St. Christopher's, Portsmouth
St. James, Portsmouth
Convocation V - Jamestown
Grace, Yorktown
Goodwin Bently, Williamsburg
St. Andrew's, Newport News
St. Cyprian's, Hampton
St. Augustine's, Newport News
St. Cyprian's, Hampton
Convocation VI - Petersburg
Good Shepherd, McKenney
Good Shepherd, McKenney
Convocation VII—South Richmond
St. James, Cartersville
Redeemer, Midlothian
Redeemer, Midlothian
Good Shepherd, Richmond

Convocation VIII – Farmville
Christ Church, Amelia
Trinity, South Hill
St. Paul's Memorial Chapel,
Lawrenceville
Convocation 8
St. Paul's Memorial Chapel,
Lawrenceville
St. Mark's, Bracey
St. James, Warfield
St. Anne's, Appomattox
Trinity, South Hill
Christ Church, South Hill
Convocation IX – Danville
St. Timothy's, Clarksville
Christ Church, Danville
Megan Tiller
Total

$125.00
$ 36.00
$501.00
$ 36.00
$550.00

$ 89.00
$ 81.05
$ 60.00
$250.00
$100.00
$153.81
$345.00
$ 87.00
$ 32.28
$ 90.00
$ 90.00
$ 65.00
$350.00
$175.00
$123.05
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$ 45.00
$ 48.00
$ 65.00
$100.00
$ 30.00
$209.00
$153.00
$ 60.00
$ 48.00
$100.00
$ 96.00
$540.90
$ 3.00
$5,155.69

2016 Disbursements
ECW 2016 Diocesan Budget

2016 Disbursements

Diocese
Chanco on the James
College Ministries
Jackson Field Homes
Dos Santos
Mission of the Holy Spirit
National Cathedral

President's Travel Expenses

$214.05
$214.05
$128.43
$171.24
$171.24

Nation

Administrative Expenses
Anglican Fellowship of Prayer
Bank Account Fee (refunded)
Bank deposit slip order
Stamps
Annual Council Table
Province III Dues
CPC Dues
Tidewater Storage
ECW Crosses
Total

$171.24

World
Episcopal Relief and Development
Holy Cross , Belize Feeding Program

$185.51
$128.43

Voluntary Contributions
United Thank Offering
CPC – Church Periodical Club
Miles of Pennies
Anglican Fellowship of Prayer

$ 143.05
$1065.71
$ 235.03
$ 300.00

$300.00
$ 40.00
$ 60.63
$94.88
$125.00
$250.00
$75.00
$342.00
$359.98
$1,647.49

Account Balances as of Dec, 31, 2016
Administrative Deficit
Bless the Children
Feed the Children, Belize
Book of Remembrance
Discretionary
Historian
Leadership
Time for Reflection
Tucker Repay
Women-to-Women DRCongo
Total

Scholarships

Funded by the Bishop Tucker Memorial Fund
Diocese of Malawi
$2,500.00
Diocese of Dem. Republic of Congo
$2,000.00

Elise Holladay Scholarships

Funded by Flora A. Penick Fund, Parish contributions and donations to the Book of Remembrance
Diocese of Southern Virginia
$9,950.00
Thirteen (13) young women and men recipients
5 @ $1,500.00; 3 @ $650.00, 5@ $100.00

God Bless the Children

Donations funded by
Bishop Tucker Memorial Fund
Jackson Field Homes
$ 20,000.00
Boys Home Of Virginia
$ 20,000.00

Graduation Love Gifts

Donations funded by parish ECWs
Jackson Field Homes
$ 800.00
Boys Home Of Virginia
$ 800.00
Donations funded by Louisa Taylor Letcher Fund
Jackson Feild Homes
Little Roses in Honduras

$1,179.40

$ 3,400.00
$ 4,300.00
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-$399.47
$687.90
$130.00
$115.00
$300.00
$ 51.31
$328.84
$ 17.93
$586.30
$7,676.17
$9,288.15

Elise Holladay Scholarship Application
For young men and women who want to further their education.

Beverley D. Tucker Scholarship Application

For men and women who seek education in an accredited Episcopal Church training school.

Requirements for application:

The applicant must be a communicant of the Diocese of Southern Virginia.
The applicant must have at least a “B” or 2.75 cumulative GPA on a 4.0 scale.
The student must be enrolled full time for the coming year
Complete the following:

Full Name of applicant ___________________________________ Date of birth ______________
Phone number _______________________ E-mail address _______________________________
Home/mailing Address ________________________________________________________________
(Street address, City, State, Zip code)

Name of parish_____________________________ Priest ________________________________
Parish address ___________________________________________________________________
Priest’s e-mail ____________________________ ECW scholarship received before? When _____
Name of high school /college/seminary attended last semester ______________________________
Last semester’s Grade Point Average___-----______ Year in high school/college/seminary___________
Number of adults & children in family ______ Number in college (including parents and self)_____
College (applied to or returning to) ____________________________________________________
EFC from FAFSA Student Aid Report ______ __________________________________________
Parents’ Gross Adjusted Income (IRS) (signed) ____________________________________________
Student’s Gross Adjusted Income (IRS) (signed) ___________________________________________
Signature of Applicant ______________________________________________ Date __________
Signature of Parent/Guardian _________________________________________ Date __________
The following must accompany this form:

---a letter of reference from the church Rector or other clergyman (give referees plenty of time!)
---a letter of reference from the school guidance counselor or a teacher
---a letter of reference from a third party not in the family
---an official transcript of grades
---a copy of page 1 of the SAR letter
---a copy of signed IRS pages showing the Adjusted Gross Incomes of the Parents and Student (SSN blacked out)
---an essay explaining (a) why the applicant seeks the scholarship and (b) his/her educational goals
---a list of school, church, community activities and jobs including the hours devoted to these activities
---if this is the second Elise Holladay Scholarship, up-date the letters of reference including priest at campus
(college town) chapel (church) and up-date the official transcript showing the college courses
---a list of other scholarships received for the coming year including amounts
Only complete applications will be considered and must be postmarked by Thursday, April 30, 2017 for the student’s application to be considered for the fall semester. A student may receive funds twice. Questions? Call Sandra Garner at 804
-862-2578. Send the complete package to the attention of:
ECW Scholarship
ATTN: SANDRA H. GARNER
ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
228 HALIFAX STREET
PETERSBURG, VA 23803
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98th Province III
Episcopal Church Women's Annual Meeting
Our 98th Province III Episcopal Church Women's Annual Meeting
"Living Abundantly: A Life Centered on Christ" is being hosted by the
Dioceses of Delaware and Washington DC. Please continue to share at
your meetings and through other means of communication the dates and
location: Friday April 28, 2017 - Sunday April 30, 2017 at the Embassy
Suites Baltimore North - Hunt Valley 213 International Circle Hunt
Valley, Maryland.
Please note, there will be elections at this meeting for the following
positions: President, Vice President, Province III Representative to the
National ECW Board and Alternate, Province III Representative to
the United Thank Offering Board and Alternate. If you or someone in
your parish is willing to serve please let me know. Helen SharpeWiiliams, 757-487-8183 or helen.sharpe-williams@earthlink.net.

Women’s Retreat Day:
A Lenten Passage in the Celtic Spirit
th

th

Friday, March 24 Saturday, March 25 , 2017
Chanco on the James
You are invited to a very special Lenten event for women at one of my
favorite places on earth, Chanco on the James. Because the ECW recognizes how important it is to spiritual health to set aside time for reflection,
this retreat has been crafted with the ECW in mind, but is open to all
women who would seek to enhance their experience of Lent this year.
This amazing event will include prayer, reflection, music, and fellowship. And what better time to explore the Celtic religious tradition than the
month of March?! A schedule of events follows below. Please note that
Friday evening activities begin at 7 pm and are optional if you are unable
to spend the night at Camp Chanco.
$30.00 to attend includes the program fee, lunch, snacks, and afternoon tea.
Optional Celtic art workshop: Friday, March 24th beginning at 7 pm
$95.00 for Friday night guests also includes the cost of lodging,
snacks, supplies for the art program, breakfast on Saturday, and the Saturday program.
Please contact me directly at rtoll@cox.net or at 757-869-8873 should
you be interested in attending. I will assist you with registration. Please
take a moment to pass this message along to women of the Church. I look
forward to seeing you! Many blessings!
For His Sake, Ronda Toll ,Diocesan United Thank Offering Coordinator

Apply Now for ECW Scholarships
The Elise Holladay Scholarship, funded by Episcopal Church Women,
awarded $9,950 in grants to 13 young men and women throughout the diocese in 2016. Apply now for 2017 scholarships. Also, the ECW Beverley
D. Tucker Scholarship is available and provides assistance to men and
women in church-related training in an accredited Episcopal school. Use
the same form, available at diosova.org to apply for both scholarships. Applications must be received by April 30, 2017. Send your completed application to the attention of Sandra Garner, ECW Student Work Chair, St.
Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 228 Halifax Street, Petersburg, VA 23803.
No email applications will be accepted. Questions: Call Sandra at 804-862
-2578.
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2017Calendar
ECW
Diocese of SO VA
March 11
Spring Board Meeting
Trinity Church, Portsmouth
April Ingathering
United Thank Offering, UTO
May 20

Diocesan
Annual Spring Meeting
Jackson-Field Homes
Jarrett, VA
May Ingathering
Church Periodical Club, CPC
September 9
Diocesan
Fall Board Meeting
Emmanuel, Jenkins Bridge
Oct. Ingathering
United Thank Offering, UTO
November 4
Diocesan
Annual Fall Meeting
Place to be Announced
The Grapevine
The Grapevine is a quarterly
print-ready newsletter available for
individuals and churches to receive
via email. We appreciate your help
sharing the news.
If you have news you would
like included in The Grapevine, or
know of someone who would like
to be added to the email list, please
contact Nancy Smith at
nsmithwtr@aol.com.
The deadline for the March
issue is March 1.

Follow ECW on
Facebook

