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The Coming  
 

And God held in his hand 
A small globe. Look, he said. 

The son looked.  Far off, 
As through water, he saw 

A scorched land fierce 
Color.  The light burned 
There; crusted buildings 

Cast their shadows; a bright 
Serpent, a river 

Uncoiled itself, radiant 
With slime.  

 

On a bare 
Hill a bare tree saddened 
The sky.  Many people 
Held out their thin arms 
To it, as though waiting 

For a vanished April 
To return to its crossed  

Boughs.  The son watched 
Them.  Let me go there, he said. 

 

R.S. Thomas, 1913-2000 
 
Down through the ages there have been many attempts 
to explain, in theological terms, the meaning of the 
crucifixion of Jesus.  Volumes and volumes of scholarly 
works have been written about the matter.  One of the 
―classic‖ understandings, sometimes referred to as 
―substitutionary atonement,‖ suggests that Jesus died on 
the cross for the sins of humanity - or, to put it another 
way – that Jesus died so that we wouldn’t have to.  The 
notion of Jesus as sacrifice for sin can be found in the 
language of our Book of Common Prayer.   
 
While ―substitutionary atonement‖ may be part of our 
theological heritage in the Episcopal Church, there is 
another understanding – a more Incarnational one - that 
is also part of our heritage.  The Welsh poet and cleric, R. 
S. Thomas, alludes to this understanding through the 
image of the divine coming to ―be with‖ humanity.  It is a 
compelling and thoughtful understanding of the meaning 
of Holy Week.  
 
During our most recent House of Bishops meeting in 
Kanuga, North Carolina, time was set aside for a few 
bishops to share their experience of ministering in the 
context of loss and suffering.  A bishop from Connecticut 
spoke about ministering to the parents of children killed at 
the Elementary School in Newtown.  A bishop from New 
Jersey spoke about ministering in the aftermath of 
hurricane Sandy.  The Bishop of Los Angeles talked 

about his experiences as a former 
police officer - what it was like to 
live with the fact that he had – in 
the line of duty - taken a human 
life.  All who witnessed spoke of 
both their own sense of 
powerlessness in the face of 
suffering and their absolute sense 
of God’s grace-filled redemptive 
presence to them and through 
them in the midst of that 
powerlessness. 
 
The great Baptist preacher, Carlyle 
Marny, reportedly said once, ―God doesn’t hang on the 
cross so that we don’t have to, but because the cross is 
where we already are!‖  In other words, the cross is not 
alien to our experience.  We know sorrow.  We know 
loss.  We know what it means to be alone or alienated or 
confused or in pain.  Much of human life is about 
suffering.  We certainly don’t need lessons to understand 
the essence of the cross – not if we have lived.  Living is 
always about living in the face of dying, always about 
encountering death in either its daily or its final form.   
 
In many ways Good Friday is the ultimate witness to 
human suffering.  Through the Cross God says to the 
world, ―Not only do I understand where you are, but I’m 
all in‖!  And then on Easter, through the miracle of 
resurrection, God announces that not only is he (as 
Jesus) ―all in‖, but through his risen life, overcoming those 
forces that make us powerless and utterly vulnerable. If 
God can deal with death, God can deal with anything! 
 
To truly celebrate the mystery of Holy Week and Easter 
one must be willing to consider not only the cost of our 
Lord’s suffering on the cross, but how that suffering 
points us toward the suffering of others in the world.  Holy 
Week and Easter challenge us to consider the reality of 
the incarnate presence of God. 
 
Likewise, as his disciples, Holy Week and Easter 
challenge us to bear witness to what the Gospel’s 
proclaim and to work toward alleviating human suffering 
wherever and in whatever form we encounter it.  The 
Cross is not some privatized affair just aimed at negating 
our personal sins.  It is God’s way of ―going there‖ into 
our lives in order to free us to turn outward toward the 
world and ―go there‖ too.  It is a powerful reminder of just 
how sacred humanity is to God, and thus a reminder of 
the extraordinary sanctity we should be extending with joy 
to one another.  

Bishop Hollerith’s reflection on Holy Week & Easter 

Go to our website to register for news by email, www.diosova.org.  Follow us on Facebook & Twitter. 
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Clergy Transitions 
 
 

November, 2012 through February, 2013 
 

The Rev. Sue Crommelin 
Retired from Eastern Shore Chapel, Virginia Beach 
 

The Rev. Barbara ―Sam‖ Williams 
Retired from St. Andrew’s, Norfolk 
 

The Rev. Eve Butler Gee 
Began as priest-in-charge, Brandon Church, Disputanta 
 

The Rev. Terry Edwards 
Began as priest-in-charge, St. Augustine’s, Newport 
News 
 

The Rev. Wendy Wilkinson 
Began as priest-in-charge, Good Samaritan, Virginia 
Beach 
 

The Rev. Rhonda Wheeler 
Began as rector, Emmanuel, Hampton 
 

The Rev. Chris Heying 
Began as rector-time certain, Emmanuel, Chatham 
 

The Rev. Stephan Beatty 
Began as rector, Emmanuel, Powhatan 
 
 
 

Financial & Administrative  
Best Practices Workshop  
coming May 21 
 
Join us on Tuesday, May 21 at Grace Church, Yorktown 
for a day designed especially for your church's financial 
and administrative personnel. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to learn, ask questions, share your 
experiences, and connect with your colleagues in other 
churches. Topics will include: employment issues, 
benefits, taxes, audits and internal controls, property 
insurance, and more. Registration fee $20 (includes 
lunch). Go to diosova.org for more information and online 
registration.  
 

2nd Annual Stewardship 
Conference to focus on planned 
giving and smaller churches 
 
Mark your calendar for our June 8 Stewardship 
Conference to be held at St. Martin's, Williamsburg. You 
said you wanted stewardship information for smaller 
churches and more about planned giving and we listened! 
Our two keynote speakers for this conference will be the 
Rev. Timothy Dombeck, Canon to the Ordinary, Diocese 
of Arizona, speaking on Stewardship for Smaller 
Parishes, and Jim Murphy, Executive Program Director of 
Episcopal Church Foundation, who will address Planned 
Giving/endowments/legacies. Participants will also get to 
take part in hands-on breakout sessions. More 
information available at diosova.org.  
 
 
 

Diocesan-wide Day of Service  
set for May 4 
 
The Commission on Ministry Committee on Formation for 
the Ministry of the Baptized (the MOB) has decided that 
we need to help folks better understand lay ministry. Our 
focus is to be a resource for lay people who feel called to 
something even if they don’t yet know what that means 
for them. Baptism is what makes us ministers. Living out 
our baptismal promises - how we share the Good News of 
God’s love with our words and actions - is our ministry. 
The MOB is inviting each of you to participate in a 
Diocese-wide Day of Service on the first Saturday of May. 
We are asking each Parish to choose a project in your 
community that will be a concrete example of God’s love 
for all of His children. We hope that this Day of Service 
will help you do a little out of the box thinking. You may 
partner with other parishes, maybe even develop a 
project for your convocation. Please have someone in 
your parish let us know (at khwootton@meckcom.net) 
about the project you have chosen so that we can share 
and celebrate the work that we are doing.   
 
 
 

Apply now for ECW scholarships! 
 
The Episcopal Church Women's Elise Holladay 
Scholarship provides assistance to men and women for 
continued education beyond high school in undergraduate 
study only. In 2013, the ECW awarded $11,500 to 
students throughout the diocese. The Beverley D. Tucker 
Scholarship provides assistance to men and women in 
church-related training in an accredited Episcopal Church 
training school. The deadline for applying is April 30. Go 
to diosova.org or call 757-538-1797 for more information.  
 
 

 

The Diocesan Connection 
 

Published four times a year by 
Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia 
600 Talbot Hall Road, Norfolk VA 23505 

www.diosova.org 
 

Send your news and photographs to Ann Turner,  
Communications Officer, aturner@diosova.org 

 
Deadline for the Spring issue: 

June 1, 2013 
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Bishop’s Address 
Our 121st Annual Council 
opened with Bishop Hollerith's 
Address. "Today, I find that I am 
especially thankful and feeling 
more joyous about our common 
life in Southern Virginia than 
ever before," said Bishop 
Hollerith. "Something is different 
in our diocese.  We seem to be 
turning a corner!  And for that I 
give God thanks and praise.  All 
of my remarks this morning will 
be framed by a deep sense of hope that is developing in 
my heart about our future."  The full text, and video, of 
Bishop Hollerith’s address can be found on our website.  
 
Repairing the Breach 
Repairers of the Breach Task Force presented "Repairing 
the Breach: A Resource for exploring our history with 
racism in Southern Virginia" and an accompanying video. 
Those materials are available on the Formation page of 
our website. Convocations and Parishes will use the 
materials to initiate conversation, to share stories, both 
personal and institutional, that will help to transform 
relationships and to transcend the sin of racism.  
 
Resolution R-1 (Repairers of the Breach) was passed 
with friendly amendment. The resolution designates 
November 2, 2013 as a Day of Repentance and 
Reconciliation. A service will be held at Christ and St. 
Luke's Church, Norfolk, at 11 am on that day for the 
attendance and participation of the Diocese of Southern 
Virginia Family. It further resolved that November 2, "All 
Souls Day" will be designated as the "Day of Repentance 
and Reconciliation" in the Diocese of Southern Virginia 
and parishes will annually hold this observance during the 
octave of All Saints.  
 
Elections and Appointments 
Results of Executive Board elections at the pre-Council 
Convocation meetings were reported. The appointment of  
 

our Convocation deans was also announced. You can 
find current rosters of both bodies on our website.  
 
Elected to Standing Committee were the Rev. Bob 
Randall (Old Donation, Virginia Beach) and Dr. Angela 
Parker (St. Paul's Memorial Chapel, Lawrenceville). 
Elected to Disciplinary Board were: Ms. Tracy Martin (St. 
John's, Halifax), the Rev. Conor Alexander (St. Francis, 
VB), and the Rev. Anne Kirchmier (St. George's, Newport 
News). Elected to the Provincial Synod were Mr. Scott 
Norris (Emmanuel, Jenkins Bridge) and the Rev. John 
Boucher (St. Matthias, Midlothian).  
 
Canonical Resolutions 
Constitutional Resolution 1 (Status of Parishes & 
Missions) and Canonical Resolutions 1 (Commission on 
Ministry), 2 (Discipline Structure) and 3 (Discipline 
Structure) were all passed. Text of those resolutions is 
available on our website. 
 
Keynote Speaker 
Definitely a highlight of this year’s 
Council was our keynote speaker, 
Dr. Lisa Kimball on ―The EPIC 
Adventure of Being Church.‖ Dr. 
Kimball is Director of the Center 
for Ministry of Teaching, and 
Professor of Christian Formation 
and Congregational Leadership 
and Interim Associate Dean of Students at Virginia 
Theological Seminary. ―As human beings we are hard-
wired for Epic meaning,‖ she said. ―Across time and 
cultures, we are a people of story. We search for stories 
that help us live lives of meaning.‖ Facebook, Harry 
Potter, multi-player online role-playing games – all 
extraordinarily popular secular epic narratives – challenge 
and instruct the church when it comes to the way we 
share our epic story. ―At its core, Christianity is an epic 
journey and if we’re not communicating it as an epic into 
which every single individual is invited for a leading, 
transforming role, then we’re not communicating it.‖     
 

121st Annual Council marked by hope for the future 

Bishop Hollerith enjoys lunch and conversation with our  
Youth Delegation. 

Caitlyn Darnell of William & Mary Canterbury addresses  
Council as part of the College Ministries report. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ze0xyBwDw3nHywDkb6EYnuSaoqmoMMnXsjWDpnX7aPiBDCvuVyhn1CEso2oTBGtCvf8V5gsYf9qb36rJLyposMInzDpGVw3kaTrCbnT5Qya0Pp3dV-OR5F-Txm6PoMvepdXpCOTUxKo=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ze0xyBwDw3nHywDkb6EYnuSaoqmoMMnXsjWDpnX7aPiBDCvuVyhn1CEso2oTBGtCvf8V5gsYf9qb36rJLyposMInzDpGVw3kaTrCbnT5QyZ1ax3_UeZBUgBgHlhQX5zcYYNOrecGA_65E74wMKquXJxG8WGiJ1Ym
http://www.diosova.org/article351284.htm
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National Diaconal Assembly to be 
held in Williamsburg June 13-16 

 
The Association of Episcopal 
Deacons (AED) Diaconal 
Assembly 2013 will be held 
June 13-16 in Williamsburg. 
This year's theme is 
"Jamestown: A Mere 400 
Years. Weaving a New 
World View." Their time 
together will begin with 
Liturgy at the Hunt 
Monument in Jamestown, 
site of the first Anglican 

celebration of the Eucharist in the Americas. Over the 
space of four days participants will explore the various 
world views (Colonial, Indigenous, and African) which 
continue to inform our nation and church. The assembly 
will be led by presenters Eric Law, Sarah Eagle Heart, 
and Katrina Brown. Bishop Hollerith will give a welcoming 
address and celebrate the closing Eucharist at Bruton 
Parish on Saturday, June 15 at 5:00 p.m.  
 
For complete information, registration, accommodations, 
go to www.episcopaldeacons.org. Space is limited to the 
first 200 to register. 
 
 

Applications being accepted for  
diocesan grant funds 
 
Seeds of Hope Grants 
Seeds of Hope grants are available to congregations and 
diocesan groups (e.g., affiliated institutions, commissions 
and task forces) within Southern Virginia to support the 
development or expansion of Social Justice ministries 
sponsored by diocesan congregations and organizations . 
Deadline to apply is August 1. 
 
Mission Initiative Grants 
The Mission Network is again making available grants of 
up to $1000 per Convocation to be used in an 
Evangelistic Mission Initiative. Be creative! How can you 
raise the visibility of the Episcopal Church in your area? 
How could you better equip the congregations in your 
Convocation to be more inviting and welcoming? 
Deadline is October 1.  
 
Communications Grants 
Communications Grants provide congregations in 
Southern Virginia with funding for development or 
expansion of digital communications.  Deadline to apply is 
May 15. 
 
You can get more information and applications for these 
grants at www.diosova.org. 
 

Repairing the Breach: A new  
resource for exploring our history 
with racism 
 
At this year's Annual Council, the Repairers of the Breach 
Task Force presented "Repairing the Breach: A Resource 
for exploring our history with racism in Southern Virginia" 
and an accompanying video. Those materials are 
available on the  Formation page of our website. 
Convocations and Parishes will use the materials to 
initiate conversation, to share stories, both personal and 
institutional, that will help to transform relationships and to 
transcend the sin of racism.  
 
A Day of Repentance & Reconciliation 
The 121st Annual Council designated November 2, 2013 
as a Day of Repentance and Reconciliation. A service will 
be held at Christ and St. Luke's Church, Norfolk, at 11 am 
on that day for the attendance and participation of the 
Diocese of Southern Virginia Family. It further resolved 
that November 2, "All Souls Day" will be designated as 
the "Day of Repentance and Reconciliation" in the 
Diocese of Southern Virginia and parishes will annually 
hold this observance during the octave of All Saints.  
 
 
 

CE-Net Speaker Series welcomes 
VTS Digital Missioner Kyle  
Matthew Oliver 
 
CE-Net invites you to 
join them on April 18 
when they host Kyle 
Matthew Oliver. Oliver is 
the Digital Missioner 
and Learning Lab 
Coordinator for the 
Center for the Ministry 
of Teaching at Virginia 
Theological Seminary. 
He specializes in 
helping churches try out 
new models for faith 
formation in our digital, 
connected world. In this session, Oliver will work with the 
idea of a "faith formation network" to help you think about 
how your congregation can take Christian formation into 
their lives beyond Sunday morning. This presentation will 
be particularly relevant for youth leaders, clergy and 
anyone working with formation or communications. Join 
CE-Net on April 18, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Hickory Neck, 
Toano. Lunch will be provided for a $7 fee. RSVP to Lynn 
Farlin, lfarlin@ascension-norfolk.org if you plan to attend.  
 
 
 

http://www.episcopaldeacons.org/
http://www.episcopaldeacons.org/
http://www.episcopaldeacons.org/
http://www.diosova.org/article357808.htm
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Ecumenical community faces 
changes in worship 
 
Holy Apostles’, Virginia Beach, is our diocese’s 
ecumenical community with Episcopalians and Roman 
Catholics together in the same congregation. It is the only 
community of its kind anywhere and they are now facing 
some major changes in the way they worship. 

 
 

 
Last November, Bishop Francis DiLorenzo of the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Richmond told Holy Apostles to ―bring 
its liturgical celebrations into conformity with the Roman 
Catholic Church.‖  
 
In a statement released last week, DiLorenzo suggested 
other forms of liturgy, would allow Catholic and Episcopal 
members to worship together. Celebration of the 
Eucharistic liturgy continues to be separate. ―As the 
shepherd of the Diocese of Richmond, it is my prayerful 
desire that this ecumenical community at Holy Apostles 
continues and flourishes,‖ the statement said. 
 
Bishop Hollerith expressed his obvious concern over how 
the requirements of the Roman Catholic Church regarding 
the liturgy would affect the life of the community. He also 
said that, from the Episcopal side of things, we have 
much to lose. ―We will respect the Roman Catholic 
requirements because Holy Apostles’ is a precious 
community and should be preserved.‖ 
 
Holy Apostles’ was established in 1977 and Catholic and 
Episcopal clergy performed services according to each 
tradition and shared leadership of the community. The 
Episcopal and Catholic congregations prayed together 
before separating for the Eucharist. Participants say that 
this has allowed families in ecumenical marriages to 
worship together and strengthen their community. 
 
In February, Bishop DiLorenzo, accompanied by 
members of his staff, and Bishop Hollerith, accompanied 
by the Rev. Canon Ed Tracy, met with congregational 
leadership, including the clergy. Congregational leaders 
outlined what has been done since November to comply 
with the directives and to assure Bishop DiLorenzo that 
they have been working faithfully to do what was required 
of them while also trying to avoid pastoral trauma to the 

congregation. Bishop DiLorenzo assured them that he is 
aware of potential pastoral consequences and desires 
that they be as minimal as possible. The community has 
more work to do to bring their liturgy in line with the 
directive, much of which they have already begun. 
 
The Rev. Michael Ferguson, the church’s Episcopal priest 
said the meeting was productive, but that there are still 
―huge pastoral issues that have to be worked out because 
there are people here who have been worshipping 
together for years.‖  
 
 
 

St. Augustine’s University  
discusses plans to acquire  
Saint Paul’s College 
 
The Executive Committee of the Saint Augustine's 
University Board of Trustees met with the Executive 
Committee of the Saint Paul's College Board of Trustees 
to discuss an acquisition of Saint Paul's College located in 
Lawrenceville, Virginia. Founded in 1888, Saint Paul's 
College is one of three historically black colleges affiliated 
with the Episcopal Church. Saint Augustine's University 
and Voorhees College are the other two. Saint 
Augustine's University is located in Raleigh, NC.  
 
Both boards agreed to move forward with joint 
management of the Saint Paul's College operations 
beginning January 1, 2013. The joint management 
agreement will allow Saint Augustine's University to 
complete its due diligence on the proposed acquisition 
while providing support to the Saint Paul's College 
campus. A plan is being developed that will create a 
campus of Saint Augustine's University at the Saint Paul's 
College site.  
 
Saint Augustine's University is committed to preserving 
the legacy and history of Saint Paul's College. This 
strategic decision by both boards will allow for enhanced 
educational opportunities for the students currently 
enrolled in both institutions and will support the vision of 
the greater Lawrenceville community.  
 
"There continues to be a number of unknowns; however, 
we are excited about the possibilities as we move forward 
in a cautious and responsible manner. Our main 
responsibility continues to be the on-going health, and 
viability of Saint Augustine's University. We have a 
tremendous opportunity ahead of us - a chance to create 
a model for other institutions with challenging 
circumstances. And, a chance for both of these fine 
institutions to leave their footprints on the future," said 
President Dianne Boardley Suber.  
 
 
 

35th  
Anniversary 
Celebration 
service at 
Holy 
Apostles’, 
Virginia 
Beach 
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ECW Diocesan President and 
Board Members Installed  

 
Episcopal Church Women elected 
Barbara Taylor, St. Francis, Virginia 
Beach as the 40

th
 ECW Diocesan 

President at the ECW Fall Annual 
Meeting.   The Very Rev. David 
Teschner, rector at Christ and 
Grace, Petersburg installed Barbara 
at the October 20 meeting hosted 
by Christ and Grace.   Other board 
members installed are: First Vice 
President, Nancy Sands, Christ 
Church, Danville; Second Vice 
President, Katherine O. Patterson, 

Christ and Grace, Petersburg; Corresponding Secretary, 
Louise Boss, Christ Church, Eastville, Parliamentarian, 
Priscilla Salle Condyles, Manakin, Midlothian; 
Communication Chair, Helen Sharpe-Williams, Grace 
Church, Norfolk and Church Periodical Club Director, 
Mary Lou Miller, St. Aidan’s, Virginia Beach.  
                                  
On March 2, Barbara presided at her first ECW board 
meeting held at Christ Church, Eastville, on the Eastern 
Shore of Virginia. Plans for her two- year term in office 
are to continue ECW’s tradition of charitable outreach and 
giving through annual scholarships for high school 
students and seminarians in our diocese, the United 
Thank Offering, the Church Periodical Club and an 
outreach project approved by ECW members’ diocese 
wide.   
 
―The purpose of the ECW is to assist women of the 
Episcopal Church to carry on Christ’s work of 
reconciliation in the world and to take their place as 
leaders in the life, governance and worship of the church,‖ 
Barbara said. ―As president of the ECW of the Diocese of 
Southern Virginia, I pray I will meet that challenge. My 
predecessors have inspired and encouraged me. My 
college motto, ―To be, to know, to do‖ has also 
encouraged me to serve and worship.‖ 
 
Barbara received her Bachelor of Science degree from 
Russell Sage College in Troy, NY. A retired registered 
nurse, she worked for 32 years in New York, New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania. Barbara and her husband Herbert 
settled in Virginia Beach in 1998. They have been married 
33 year and have one daughter, Adrienne Michelle.   
 
Wherever Barbara has worked or studied, she has been 
active in the Episcopal Church. She has sung in the 
choirs, worked with the ECW and is an Education for 
Ministry graduate. Now, as a member of St. Francis 
Episcopal Church in Virginia Beach, she has served as 
secretary of the parish ECW and serves as a Lay 
Eucharistic Visitor and a Lay Reader.  
 

Barbara began her service on the ECW Diocesan Board 
as the Prayer and Worship Chair, moving on to Student 
Work Chair, then first vice president and now president. ―I 
have learned much and I have received a lot of support 
and encouragement. I’m looking forward to seeing and 
meeting many of you at our meetings. Our Spring Annual 
Meeting is May 18 at Christ Church in Danville.‖  
 
 

Members of Emmanuel, Jenkins 
Bridge, come to the aid of neighbor 
rebuilding after Hurricane Sandy  

By Scott Norris, Emmanuel, Jenkins Bridge 
 
On January 19, 16 members and friends from Emmanuel, 
Jenkins Bridge, on the Eastern Shore spend the day 
helping a neighbor who is trying to restore his home after 
the devastating damage of Hurricane Sandy. The 
homeowner had financing for the reconstruction, but not 
for the demolition necessary before construction could 
begin.  
 
While reading electric meters for one of our utilities, a 
parishioner met the homeowner who expressed his 
concern as to how he was to remove all the flood debris 
that was necessary prior to the contractor coming to make 
the extensive needed repairs. He had even gone to one 
of his local churches to pray.  
 
On the following Sunday, this parishioner made an appeal 
at church that we should go and assist in the debris 
removal. Our parishioners responded immediately that 
day to organize the work party for the following Saturday. 
But before the work could get under way, flood waters still 
remaining in the home's crawl space needed to be 
pumped out. One of our parishioners, along with a 
colleague from work (a deacon in a local Methodist 
Church), went to the flood damaged house and pumped 
out all the water. Now the house was ready for our work 
party. 
 
On Saturday, January 19, the 16 people joining the work 
party met at Emmanuel, Jenkins Bridge, before driving 
the short distance to the house. By 2:30 PM they had 
removed all the wall coverings and insulation down to the 
studs. All the workers who joined in this effort thoroughly 
enjoyed the work and left with a justifiable feeling of 
having made a grand accomplishment.  
 

Barbara Taylor 
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Youth from two churches help lay 
wreaths on veterans' graves  
by Harper Lewis, Youth Director, St. Andrew's, Newport 
News   

 
Youth from St. 
Andrew's, 
Newport News, 
and Ascension, 
Norfolk, along 
with the Navy's 
Wives Clubs, 
Peninsula - 
Norfolk 91 and 
Portsmouth 

221, sponsored Wreaths Across America on December 
15 at Hampton National Cemetery on Hampton University 
campus. They began the morning at 8 a.m. by 
preparing all the wreaths to be laid. At noon, with over 
300 volunteers and military in attendance they had a 
beautiful ceremony which honored the fallen veterans in a 
special, moving way. The keynote speaker was the Rear 
Admiral Tim Alexander. Once the ceremony was 
complete, the community laid approximately 7,000 
wreaths on fallen veterans graves. Volunteers in the 
community included St. Andrew's church youth and 
parishioners, civilians, all branches of the military, Junior 
ROTC programs in Hampton, and youth from Ascension, 
Norfolk. This project began 7 years ago with only 500 
wreaths and the cemetery has 10,000 graves. They are 
hopeful in the near future to be able to lay wreaths on all 
of the veterans' graves.  
 
 

“Ashes to go" as part of unique  
Danville celebrations of Shrove 
Tuesday & Ash Wednesday  
By Don Webb, Communications Director, Epiphany, 
Danville 

 
Epiphany, Danville, came 
into Lent with two unique 
services this year: a "Mardi 
Gras Mass" and "Ashes on 
the Go." Mardi Gras Mass 
featured Hymns from Lift 
Every Voice and Sing, 
music from Louis 
Armstrong, and of course, 
"When the Saints Go 
Marching In" as a postlude. 
Many who attended wore 

masks. This service was celebrated by the Rev. Ben 
Wallis, Epiphany's Associate Rector for Youth and Family 
Ministries, and was followed by the annual Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake Supper cooked and served by the 
Vestry. Then on Ash Wednesday, the Rev. Wallis "took to 

the street" and offered imposition of ashes to folks 
shopping downtown. Many had no idea what Ash 
Wednesday is so, the Rev. Wallis also offered 
explanations on its history and significance. Both service 
innovations were quite well received, and are examples of 
Epiphany's sometimes "outside the box"  worship.   
 
 

St. Luke’s, Powhatan, is praying for 
their children 
By Anne Larrick, St. Luke’s, Powhatan 
 
In their book, 
While They 
Are Sleeping, 
Anne Arkins 
and Gary 
Harrell write, 
"One of the 
most important 
things we can 
do for our 
children may 
occur in the 
still of the night 
- while all is quiet, and they are sound asleep. That is...to 
pray for them - faithfully and fervently petitioning the 
Father on their behalf - involving ourselves in the work He 
is doing in their lives. Prayer changes things...prayer 
changes people. There are many times when far greater 
results come from quiet communion with God than from 
all the rhetoric available to mankind."    
  
At St. Luke's in Powhatan, we have started a program 
called "Keep a child in your prayers". Members of the 
congregation who have no child in Sunday school have 
been invited to pray for one of our younger members. The 
idea is that people will commit to pray for a specific child 
at least once a week for the year of 2013. We hope that 
these prayers will be a comfort to the children, as well as 
an opportunity for adults to show that they recognize how 
vital our young people are to our church. 
A list of children who currently attend our Sunday school 
classes or nursery was made available at all services 
during December. Those willing to make this commitment 
signed up beside a child's name. We encouraged people 
to reach out to a child they do not know very well and to 
take the time during the coming year to get to know that 
child better. 
  
Early in January the adults were sent some basic 
information about the child they signed up for and some 
sample prayers that they may wish to use. The adults 
were asked to make the effort to introduce themselves to 
their child to let him or her know they are praying for him 
and to maintain contact with the child throughout the year 
to let him or her know their prayers are continuing. 
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The Gospel was preached! 
By The Rev. Bob Gay, Bruton Parish, Williamsburg 
 
St. Francis of Assisi is reputed to have exhorted his 
followers to "Preach the Gospel at all times - use words, if 
necessary." Even if Francis is not the source of this 
exhortation, it sure sounds like something he would have 
said. Whatever the source, this saying was put into 
practice during our shelter week.  
 
The Gospel was preached when long hours were devoted 
to planning the week, as the entire staff supported this 
effort, and when so many took time to come to training for 
the week. The Gospel was preached as the supply trailer 
(aka, The God Pod) was picked up and delivered, 
unpacked and repacked, and when dinner, breakfasts 
and lunches were so carefully prepared. These meals 
were not just ordinary meals, but delicious and nutritious 
meals gracefully presented and served.  
 
The Gospel was preached as our guests were welcomed 
and guided through the necessary check in and check out 
procedures with a smile and care, and as people spent 
long nights awake making sure that our guests were safe 
and comfortable. The Gospel was preached as the linen 
was cleaned and sorted, and the Parish Hall and kitchen 
were cleaned and freshened every day.  
 
The Gospel was preached as the Canterburians 
welcomed strangers to their Sunday evening meal and 
when the parish welcomed our guests to the Shrove 
Tuesday pancake supper.  
 
The Gospel was preached as our guests took care of our 
spaces, as they shared their stories with us, and when the 
opportunity of the shelter was used by one of our guests 
to do homework for a nursing class.  
 
The Gospel was preached when a young man who slept 
in our graveyard one night trusted us enough to come 
inside, and again when a man who worked construction 
during the day would change out of his duty clothes and 
bag them up before coming in to our Parish Hall.  
 
The Gospel was preached when on Saturday, one of our 
guests gave us a thank-you card and a donation for the 
Sunday collection. That donation was about what it would 

take to pay for a motel room, the Widow's Mite for sure.  
 
We have much to be grateful for. The long hours put in by 
our volunteers, the support of the parish, and the 
graciousness of our guests are just a few things for which 
we need to say "thank you." But most of all, we need to 
be grateful for the grace of God in our midst and a chance 
to preach the Gospel. Thanks be to God!  
 
 

Collaborative ministry enables 
seniors ministry to homeless youth 
 
 
The Rev. Margery Howell, deacon at St. Christopher's, 
Portsmouth, coordinates a collaborative ministry that 
enables residents of Beacon Shores Nursing & 
Rehabilitation Center in Virginia Beach, where she serves 
as a chaplain, to minister to homeless youth. The 
collaboration includes St. Aidan's, Virginia Beach, St. 
Christopher's, Portsmouth, Christ & St. Luke's, Norfolk 
and the Seton Youth Shelter in Virginia Beach.   
  
Each week, 
Beacon Shores 
residents come 
together to sing 
hymns and do 
Bible study with 
the help of the 
Rev. Margery 
Howell and 
musicians Bob 
and Betty Blasch 
of Christ & St. Luke's, Norfolk. Their time together begins 
with singing - residents shouting out the names of hymns 
they want to sing. The 25 participants are an energetic 
choir, singing hymn after hymn - How Great Thou Art, 
Great is Thy Faithfulness, and Amazing Grace to name a 
few - with gusto and joy.   
  
Afterwards, participants get down to work, helping 
minister to youth in need. In assembly line fashion, they 
fill large zippered plastic bags with toiletry and first aid 
items provided by St. Aidan's and St. Christopher's. Last 
Thursday alone, these ministers filled 36 bags in less than 
30 minutes.   
  
Once assembled, the bags will be delivered to the Seton 
Youth Shelter, where they will be loaded on an outreach 
van that distributes them to street youth in Virginia 
Beach.   
  
"By putting the bags together," said the Rev. Howell, "the 
residents feel needed, wanted, valuable and useful for the 
ministry they are doing."   
  
"God gave us these hands," said one participant , "and 
they still work."   



9 

New and unique worship 
opportunities in our Diocese 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Gathering Place is a short, informal, outdoors, grass-
roots, diverse worship service with communion. This 
outdoor service - held in a park in Richmond - was 
organized by the Rev. Becki Dean, deacon at St. 
Michael's, in Bon Air. This time of worship and community 
is geared to meet the needs of those who might not find 
their way into a church on Sunday morning, anyone from 
those in transitional housing situations, to local neighbors, 
to skeptics to those who work Sunday mornings. 
Participation is growing each week. All are welcome, 
including Bishop Hollerith who participated in a service in 
December. You can follow The Gathering Place on their 
Facebook page (Facebook.com/PraiseintheParkRVA). 
 
Christ & St. Luke’s, Norfolk, offers ―Moments of Joy‖ - a 
monthly Eucharist especially for those with dementia and 
their loved ones. These brief worship services are held 
each month on the last Sunday of the month and offer 
familiar hymns and prayers, fellowship and Communion. 
The service is comfortable for those of all denominations.  
 
SpiritWorks Foundation, a nonprofit in Williamsburg that 
works with people in recovery from addiction, is hosting a 
monthly Recovery Eucharist at Bruton Parish, 
Williamsburg on the first Friday of each month at 5:30 
p.m.  This is a service of hope and healing for those in 
recovery, those with friends and family in recovery, and all 
who are seeking wholeness in their lives.  
 
What would happen if you knew there was a place for you 
on Saturday evenings, a place where you experience the 
power of God's love for you and all people and find that 
God is blessing you to make a difference in your small 
corner of the world? Come, find out. St. Martin's, 
Williamsburg, 5 p.m., every Saturday. Dress: casual. 
Bread and wine provided.  
 
St. John's, Hampton, offers a 45 minute service of Peace 
and Reconciliation in the manner of Taizé. Central to the 
service is a time of silence bring peace and refreshment 
to the soul.  The service is at 4 p.m. on Mar. 17, Apr. 7 
and May 19.  
 

In February, St. Thomas, Chesapeake, began a new 
service in the Celtic tradition, but blending worship from 
South Africa, New Zealand, and even from a new 
worshiping community in Paris.  The service is intended 
to breathe, leaving much space for prayer and 
reflection.  The service is on Sunday evenings at 5:00 
p.m.  Celtic worship services are also regularly offered at 
Grace, Yorktown, and Redeemer, Midlothian.  
 
 

Welcome Gareth Kalfas, Chanco’s 
new Executive Director 
By Talley Sale Banazek, Development/Marketing  
Coordinator, Chanco on the James 
 
The Chanco Board of Directors is 
pleased to announce that Gareth 
Kalfas has accepted our call to 
serve as Executive Director of 
Chanco on the James. Gareth 
comes to us from Camp All Saints 
in the Diocese of Dallas where he 
has served for five years in various 
roles of increasing responsibility, 
including Interim Executive 
Director and Assistant Executive 
Director. Gareth and his wife, 
Lynn, are excited to join us in Southern Virginia and he is 
looking forward to starting officially on February 1, 2013. 
  
Gareth states, "I am very excited to be selected as the 
Executive Director of Chanco on the James, a camp with 
such rich tradition and so much support. I understand 
many of you have had formative experiences at Chanco. I 
hope you will contact me to share your passion for the 
camp, and tell me of the experiences that have made it 
such an important ministry to the Diocese of Southern 
Virginia. My wife Lynn and I are eager to get to know the 
area and to make new friends in Virginia."  
  
Gareth grew up in Jamestown, NY, where he earned his 
Eagle Scout award and became a die-hard Buffalo Bills 
fan. He graduated with a B.S. from the University of Notre 
Dame and earned a second B.S. from the State 
University of New York College at Fredonia. He proposed 
to his wife, Lynn, on Christmas day at Colonial 
Williamsburg. He has continued as a member of the Duke 
of Gloucester Society ever since and has a special 
fondness for this area. Gareth is a certified ARC Lifeguard 
Instructor, a US Sailing Instructor, a Level I Challenge 
Course Practitioner, a New York State licensed guide, an 
American Camping Association (ACA) Associate Visitor, 
and an E licensed soccer coach.  
  
The Chanco family is thrilled to have Gareth joining our 
team and we thank everyone in advance for their support 
and warm welcome for Gareth and Lynn. It's a new year 
at Chanco on the James! 
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The Friends of Chanco today are 
making a difference for Chanco  
tomorrow 
By Talley Sale Banazek, Development/Marketing  
Coordinator, Chanco on the James 

 
If you have been a guest at Chanco lately, you may have 
noticed quite a few improvements!  Under the expertise of 
Chanco Board member Doug Weymouth of Weymouth 
Restorations, Conference Center buildings ―A‖ and ―D‖ 
have undergone complete exterior renovations including 
new siding and roofing.  In the last two years, the board 
and staff have coordinated numerous volunteer weekends 
and weeks with many generous volunteers to make this 
happen saving Chanco over $50,000 in labor costs per 
building. In addition to this amazing restoration, Chanco 
has many other improvements happening now.  Chanco 
has added cement ramps for handicapped access to 
Flournoy and the conference lodges. We are in the 
process of expert repairing to damaged zip lines and high 
elements on the ropes course.  Thanks to our 2012 
campers who donated to the Change for Chanco youth 
fundraising program last summer, Chanco has a new 
regulation sized GA-GA pit, tetherball, enlarged 
basketball court, redefined volleyball court and a new 
tetherball post. Thanks to the camper family capital fee, 

the bathhouses 
are getting new 
marina grade 
paint on interior 
walls and new 
epoxy floors to 
be ready in time 
for summer 
camp 2013.  
However, this is 
just the 
beginning of the 
transformation.   

 
The Chanco Board has set a goal of completing the 
exterior renovation of Lodges B and C for 2013 along with 
hopeful goals of interior renovations of conference lodges 
and a new dining hall roof.  Even with the stellar volunteer 
effort on labor, the materials for the exterior renovation of 
Lodges B and C will cost approximately $30,000 that 
Chanco does not have in its tight not-for-profit operating 
budget.  We have been blessed with a most generous 
anonymous donor who will match any and all 
Restoration Fund donations up to $30,000 for the 
renovation of lodges B and C and, if funds allow, 
additional property renovations.  If you are an Annual 
Fund donor, we still need your help to meet our $70,000 
Annual Fund goal to offset operating costs.  And, we need 
your additional donation for our Restoration Fund in order 
to secure a hopeful $60,000 in restoration funds in 2013.  
Please, prayerfully consider matching your usual Annual 
Fund donation with a gift to the Restoration Fund, so that 

we may capitalize on an incredibly generous matching 
offer.  If you have any questions about the matching 
donation program or about making a donation, please 
contact Development Coordinator Talley Banazek at 
talley@banazek.com.  There has never been a year 
where your dollars can make such a profound impact.   
 
Groups such Bruton Parish, Williamsburg; St. Matthias, 
Midlothian; and St. Thomas, Chesapeake are a few of our 
wonderful churches who have sent work teams to help in 
this restoration program along with numerous individuals 
giving selflessly of their time to make this renovation 
happen!  In particular, 
Chuck Alley, Bruce 
Comfort, Steve 
Wallace and Doug 
Weymouth have each 
literally given 
hundreds of volunteer 
hours, nothing short of 
a heroic effort. We 
could not be making 
this miraculous 
transformation without 
every single hand that 
has contributed to this 
process. 
 
The Chanco Board Property Committee will begin the 
renovation effort beginning with a work weekend June 28-
30, 2013 followed by a second work weekend July 19 
through 21.  These weekends will begin the assessment 
and prep work for our full workweek scheduled for August 
16-25, 2013.  Contact Project Coordinator Dough 
Weymouth at athike@juno.com with any questions about 
the project or to sign up for a work weekend and/or 
workweek!  Lodging, food and fellowship are provided to 
our dedicated volunteers. Don’t miss this opportunity to 
gather with Chanco friends and make a difference to 
Chanco’s property.  Truly, our dedicated staff and board 
of directors, our guests, our donors, our parishes, our 
volunteers…it is each and all of you who are making the 
Chanco of the future a bright and improved place for 
continued ministry here in the Diocese of Southern 
Virginia.  In the words of our bishop, the Rt. Rev. Herman 
Hollerith, IV, ― I know Chanco is holy ground for many – it 
is for me.  But, I also know that it could mean more to all 
of us.  I believe Chanco has the potential to be a kind of 
special cathedral for our diocese – a place that acts as a 
true spiritual center for our common life.  It’s now time to 
move forward and see what we can do.‖   
 
Donations should be made to Chanco on the James with 
“Restoration Fund” in the memo line and mailed to 
Chanco at 394 Floods Drive Spring Grove, VA, 23881.  
Annual Fund donations are also made out to Chanco on 
the James with “Annual Fund” in the memo line and 
mailed to the address above.  Donations to be included in 
our anonymous donor’s matching program must have 
“Restoration Fund” in the memo line and must be 
received by December 31, 2013.   

L to R: Doug Weymouth, Chuck Alley, Bruce 
Comfort, Steve Wallace, Latane  
Sale  

St. Matthias; Midlothian 

mailto:talley@banazek.com
mailto:athike@juno.com


11 

Stellar spellers from St. Timothy’s, 
Clarksville, win spelling bee 
 
Members of St. Timothy's, Clarksville took home the 
trophy at the Mecklenburg County Business Education 
Partnership Spelling Bee. In a grudge match, the sudden 
death round saw the team go head-to-head against the 
Chase City Chamber of Commerce team, which defeated 
them a couple of years ago. Finally, the minds of St. 
Timothy's took the win with the word, "carrefour."   
 
The funds raised by the event support scholarships for 
high school students and special events for students in 
the middle and elementary schools in Mecklenburg 
county. 
 
The winning team was supported and cheered on by 
other members of St. Timothy's. The team was outfitted 
by Jane Lipscomb in red t-shirts, reading "Mensa Fears 
Us," and crowns. Yes, crowns!    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Online Stations of the Cross 
reaches far beyond Southern 
Virginia 

 
On Wednesday of 
Holy Week, St. 
George's, Newport 
News, held a 
traveling, community-
based Stations of the 
Cross. They shared 
that journey, live, on 
Facebook.  

Twenty-five people followed the event as it happened on 
Facebook and close to 300 viewed the event after it was 
posted. Followers included folks from as far away as 
Colorado and Massachusetts, and included a St. 
George's parishioner who was out of town attending a 
funeral. "Wonderful readings. Thanks for sharing," 
commented someone following the event in Colorado. 
"Bless you all." You can see the Stations of the Cross 
posts on the diocesan Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/diosova). 
 
 
 

St. Matthias’, Midlothian, learns 
how powerfully social media can 
spread the Gospel 
By Lenny Anderson, St. Matthias', Midlothian  
 
In 2011, St. Matthias', Midlothian, launched 
an initiative to make better use of new 
technology and social media to expand the 
scope of our ministry beyond St. Matthias' 
buildings. This initiative included improving 
our online presence by upgrading our 
website, making full use of Facebook and 
Twitter, and looking into ways to take 
advantage of YouTube to make a 
permanent record of important parish 
events. We began by purchasing a video 
camera and started recording the weekly 
sermons, loading the videos onto YouTube 
for access via our website and Facebook. 
The original plan was to ensure that those 
members who were home-bound or ill or 
even traveling would be able to be at least a 
part of the Sunday service by watching the 
sermons. In addition to capturing the 
Sermons we have recorded many special 
benefit events, such as our African Soiree, the recent 
Cabaret in February and an Adult Forum. 
  
An unexpected event recently occurred that made us 
realize just how powerful this method of spreading the 
Gospel could be. We received a letter from a woman in 
Maine who told us how she has been watching our 
sermons weekly on YouTube since her parish - also a St. 
Matthias - had closed its doors and included with the 
letter was a check for $500 to be used to support our 
audio/video ministry! A feeling of success and fulfillment 
is an understatement as a way of describing our 
reaction.  We have accepted this gift and made plans to 
make some much-needed improvements with it in this 
area and we are now discussing how we can do an even 
better job of spreading the Word. 
 
 
 

Spellers from St. Tim's in red shirts:  Bottom left to right, 
Linda Davenport, Jane Lipscomb; and top left to right, Su-
san Kyte, the Rev. Susan Grimm. Top left, in the bowtie, is 
Chris Bailey, President of Mecklenburg County Business 
Education Partnership and St. Tim's Jr. Warden.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001bYDgTt6STONuv3l_gSE__MinL7Ftaywt3tBJlS4L3xdUjWKc0n88k8BtRjlTWlnn8qdu2EX9MVuDjC2s9RSg2tRP0OTmRmBeA-51myypRfJt4_-xghGEHw==
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Visit the ―Workshops, Training & 
Events‖  and ―Youth‖ pages of our 
website for even more upcoming 
events, www.diosova.org. 

______________________ 
 
 
Women's Cursillo Weekend - April 
11-14, Chanco on the James. Go to 
www.cursillodsv.org for more 
information and to apply.      
 
VTS Christian Rock Concert - April 
13, noon to 10 p.m., Virginia 
Theological Seminary, Alexandria. 
The festival will feature an impressive 
and diverse line-up of the best in 
Christian rock: Joel Joa, The Sloan 
River Project, Fran McKendree, The 
Letter Black, and headliners Five Iron 
Frenzy. Go to vts.edu/rockconcert for 
information.   
 
Province 3 Youth Event: Middle 
School Weekend - April 19-21, North 
Bay Camp, Maryland. Youth from the 
dioceses of Province 3 will gather for 
two wonderful weekends this Spring 
at beautiful North Bay camp on the 
Chesapeake Bay in Maryland with 
music by the Sloane River Project. 
For more info & registration contact 
Ashley Scruggs, 
ascruggs@diosova.org or 757-213-
3393 
 
Diocesan-wide Day of Service—
May 4. See page 2 for more 
information. 
 
ECW Spring Annual Meeting—May 
18, Christ Church, Danville. 
 
 
 
 

Financial & Administrative Best 
Practices Workshop—May 21, 
Grace Church, Yorktown. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to learn, ask 
questions, share your experiences, 
and connect with your colleagues in 
other churches. Topics will include: 
employment issues, benefits, taxes, 
audits and internal controls, property 
insurance, and more.  Go to 
diosova.org for more information and 
registration. 
 
2nd Annual Diocesan Stewardship 
Conference—June 8, St. Martin’s, 
Williamsburg. Our two keynote 
speakers for this conference will be 
the Rev. Timothy Dombeck, Canon to 
the Ordinary, Diocese of Arizona, 
speaking on Stewardship for Smaller 
Parishes, and Jim Murphy, Executive 
Program Director of Episcopal 
Church Foundation, who will address 
Planned Giving/endowments/
legacies. Participants will also get to 
take part in hands-on breakout 
sessions. More information available 
at diosova.org.  
 
Association of Episcopal Deacons: 
Diaconal Assembly 2013 - June 13-
16, Williamsburg. This year's theme 
is "Jamestown: A Mere 400 Years. 
Weaving a New World View." 
Participants will explore the various 
world views (Colonial, Indigenous, 
and African) which continue to inform 
our nation and church. Go to 
episcopaldeacons.org for information 
and registration. 

July 20 - Open Planning & Strategy 
Workshop for Youth Leaders. Contact 
Ashley Scruggs, 
ascruggs@diosova.org or 757-213-
3393. 

Bishop’s Days for Parish 
Leaders—October 5 WEST & 
October 12 EAST. More information 
coming soon! 

Day of Repentance and 
Reconciliation—November 2. A 
service will be held at Christ and St. 
Luke's Church, Norfolk, at 11 am on 
that day for the attendance and 
participation of the Diocese of 
Southern Virginia Family.  

122nd Annual Council of the 
Diocese of Southern Virginia - 
February 7-8, 2014 at the 
Williamsburg Lodge Convention 
Center, Williamsburg.  
  
 

Upcoming Safe 
Church Classroom 
Training 

Contact Judy Rieken for more 
information and registration for  
Safe Church Training, 
jrieken@diosova.org or  
757-213-3391. 
 
April 27—Bruton Parish, Williamsburg 
 
May 4—Christ the King, Tabb 
 
June 8—Johns Memorial, Farmville 
 
July 27—Christ & Grace, Petersburg 
 
August 10—St. George’s, Newport 
News 
 
August 17—Epiphany, Danville 

Calendar of Events 

 

Get More News From Around Our Diocese! 
 
 

Sign up for our weekly 
eNews at our website, 
www.diosova.org 

Follow us on: 
 
Facebook (facebook.com/diosova) 
 
Twitter (@Diosova) 

http://www.cursillodsv.org
mailto:ascruggs@diosova.org
http://www.episcopaldeacons.org/

