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Each Sunday before we present our gifts and offerings at Church, the priest says what is called 
an offertory sentence, which is an invitation to present publicly one’s tithes and offerings.  One 
of those offertory sentences comes from the Gospel of Matthew and reads as follows: 
 
If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember 
that your brother has something against you, leave your gift 
there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your 
brother, and then come and offer your gift.  
(Matthew 5:23, 24) 
 
Too often, we at Johns Memorial have brought our gifts to the altar without imagining or 
pursuing what reconciliation might mean with our brothers and sisters in this community.  And 
reconciliation of this sort must begin with confession.   
 
We, the members of Johns Memorial Episcopal Church, confess with profound regret and 
Christian sorrow that our church participated in the complex webs of racism that gripped this 
community fifty years ago and since.  As an act of good faith and a token of our seriousness, we 
have allowed this story to be professionally researched and its findings nationally published.   
Insofar as our brothers and sisters, especially our African American brothers and sisters, were 
harmed educationally, socially, and spiritually we wish to say that we are sorry and ask pardon, 
although we recognize that no pardon is deserved. 
 
Friends, true confessions are not easy.  Confession requires the humility to ponder whether we 
would have acted differently than our forebears if we had lived when they did.  And honesty 
compels us to admit that we do not know.  Nonetheless, we stand here and now, where we 
believe God has called us to be.   In our baptismal covenant we commit to strive for justice and 
peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being.  We pray for the 
strength and courage to live out our baptism in this community. 
 
The Bible suggests that the sins of the father are visited to the third and fourth generation.  
Since the school closings (and the kneel-in we are commemorating today), we now have great 
grandchildren being born in this church.  They are our future.  We offer our hope that our 
children and our children’s children will understand what all of us are trying to do here today.  
We hope they might build what is now a dream:  that one day this community might be truly 
reconciled, and together we all might contribute positively its future. 


