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Exodus 17:1-7 

Psalm 78;1-4, 12-16 

Philippians 2:1-13 

Matthew 21:23-32 

 

Exodus 17:1-17 

Every leader reaches a point in his or her leadership when one’s authority is challenged.  Moses, leading 

the Israelites through the desert, away from slavery, meets a plethora of challenges to his leadership – 

most of them levied at him by the very people he is attempting to lead.  Israel, we are told, has been 

journeying “by stages” through the wilderness.  This is no simple journey with a straight line from one 

destination to the next.  The journey, it seems, is happening by small steps.  The people are tired.  They 

don’t know where they are going.  The world is full of unknowns; and as if that weren’t enough, they are 

thirsty.  The intensity of their thirst is compounded by the fact that there is no water anywhere. Never 

mind that they are journeying at God’s direction, the people are angry with Moses, God’s servant, and 

they “quarrel” with him.  Exasperated, Moses comes before God to ask for counsel.  God reminds Moses 

of his staff and how the waters of the Nile changed into blood in Egypt when he struck them with that 

staff. God instructs Moses to strike the rock at Horeb, and thirst-quenching waters will come forth. 

Moses does this and indeed waters appear for the Israelites to drink.  The place is named Massah and 

Meribah because the Israelites questioned, “Is the LORD among us or not?”  Are we led with authority 

or have we been abandoned? 

How often do you become frustrated with people in positions of leadership because they seem to lack 

any kind of authority? Is your frustration amplified when progress is slow and uncertainty abounds? 

Are we not in a situation at this time where we long for leadership with authority? What does it mean 

to lead with authority? If one is called to lead with godly authority, what does that authority and 

leadership look like? Is God our leader? 

 

Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 

Psalm 78 is both a recollection and a declaration.  It is a remembrance of all that God has done for Israel 

and a declaration of those deeds so that they will continue to be recollected. The exhortation seems to 

be, “Tell the truth about what God has done for us.” God is praiseworthy. He delivers us out of 

oppression. He provides for our needs, and especially for our thirst when we are tired and need 

refreshing. Our children need to know about this God and all that He has done! 

Try your hand at writing a Psalm that both declares and recollects what God has done for you. What 

would you want your children to know about these things and about the greatness of this God? 

 

 



Philippians 2:1-13 

If we are to continue with our theme of authority and particularly of leadership with authority, what are 

we to learn here from the letter to the Church at Philippi?  Paul reminds the Philippians (and us) that we 

are to be of one accord, one mind and one love. Our actions should be focused, not on selfish ambition, 

but on thinking constantly of others as better than ourselves. Paul reminds the Philippians (and us) that 

we are always to keep our focus outwards toward the interest of others.  So it makes sense that an 

authoritative witness for the Gospel is one that is focused on the needs of others, one that regards 

others as equal to or better than ourselves. Christ himself, Paul reminds us, was equal to God but did 

not exploit that equality. The authority of Christ is borne out of his humility…his willingness to empty 

himself out and be less than.  How can we do that?! God enables this kind of authoritative work. That’s 

the Good News! 

Who did God create you to be? Can you embrace that person for who he/she is? If you can, then you 

will be able to witness and lead with authentic authority.  Where to begin? Start with looking 

outwards and trying to figure out how you can help others. Therein, you will get a glimpse of your 

true, authentic, authoritative self. 

 

Matthew 21:23-32 

Jesus has entered the temple to teach, and his credentials are being challenged.  The chief priests and 

the elders take it upon themselves to challenge Jesus’ authority on behalf of the people. They want to 

know where Jesus’ authority comes from. Who gave it to him? Jesus is not about to be so easily trapped. 

He responds with his own question about the nature and source of the authority of John the Baptist. He 

knows that no matter how the priests and elders answer, they are caught. So…they don’t answer. That, 

of course, is not leadership with authority. Jesus then goes on to tell a story that demonstrates the 

nature of authority. Two brothers each respond to a demand from their father. One says he will do what 

his father asks, but doesn’t. The other says he will not do what his father asks, but then later relents and 

does it. Who, Jesus asks, actually does what his father asks? The answer is obvious, of course -- the one 

who actually performs the requested action is the one who does what his father asks. Truth is in action. 

Genuine authority comes from actions that are true. The axiom really is true that actions speak more 

loudly than words. Even if tax collectors, prostitutes and sinners don’t respond correctly with words, 

when they follow Jesus, they are responding authentically and proclaiming their lives authoritatively. 

They are not like the chief priests and the elders who have given their authority away to the crowds. 

Are you in touch with your own authority? Do you match your actions to what you truly believe in the 

core of your being? Does your life proclaim your relationship with God? 


