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St. Paul’s, Newport News 
 
St. Paul’s, Newport News, received a grant to better 
equip a volunteer who is a licensed social worker 
assisting  guests of A Safe Place adult day center to 
connect with essential support systems such as potential 
employers, healthcare providers, Social Security 
resources.   
 
God’s people who gather as St. Paul’s Church are 
committed to the ministry of hospitality and advocacy: to 
welcome all people who enter in peace and to offer 
compassionate care to and voice with people who are 
hungry, ill, without good and safe shelter, unemployed, 
excluded, in despair.  The justice ministries are firmly 
grounded in Christian hope. Daily life together is shaped 
by worship, Bible study, and prayer.  Seven days each 
week, St. Paul’s Church opens its doors in inner-city 
Newport News in the name and love of Jesus Christ.    

 
A retired social worker has been volunteering for some 
time to help, during the hours of the Adult Day Center, A 
Safe Place, our guests with issues related to 
employment, social security support, housing and 
healthcare. Funds will purchase second computer/printer 
plus internet access will allow the social worker to help 
guests communicate with employers, healthcare 
providers, and especially the Social Security 
Administration.  
 
To learn more about St. Paul’s mission and how you can 
help, go to stpaulsnn.org or like them on Facebook. 
 

St. Paul’s Memorial, Lawrenceville 
 
Saint Paul’s Memorial, Lawrenceville, has been awarded 
a Seeds of Hope Grant to support lectures, movies, and 
cooking demonstrations entitled ―Escaping your Comfort 
Zones‖ and ―Your Life Re-imagined.‖  
 
Saint Paul’s and its community are composed of a large 
elderly population. Every member of Saint Paul’s is over 
fifty. A large number of individuals in their community are 
as well. The elder generation knows that life does not 
always go the way you expect it to; sometime the need 
for help is sudden and unexpected. If plans are in place, it 
is easier for caregivers to act on their behalf. As a church, 
Saint Paul’s feel it is their duty to provide this information 
so that individuals can make important decisions without 
pressure. This grant-funded program will serve 
individuals from eleven churches, including St. Thomas, 
Freeman, and St. James, Warfield, as well as the 
community at large.  
 
Lectures will be on topics that are uncomfortable in most 
families. Topics will include: Medicare Supplement Plans; 
Life Insurance; Living Wills; Reverse Mortgage; Wills; 
Telemarketers; Staying at-Home vs. Assisted Living; How 
to Fix Quick, Inexpensive, Healthy, Tasty Meals. 
Resources will come from the office on Aging, AARP and 
Brunswick Extension. Community Memorial Hospital will 
also provide assistance. 
 
St. Thomas, Freeman 
 
St. Thomas, Freeman, was awarded two Seeds of Hope 
grants this year. One will fund the expansion of their 
Youth Empowerment program. The second grant will help 
grow the Senior Pals program. 
 
Located in an impoverished area of the state, St. 
Thomas’ Youth Empowerment Progam offers important 
enrichment and education for the youth of their 
community, as well as parents.  (continued on page 2) 
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The program offers both spiritual and cultural nurturing. 
Youth are able to participate in cultural activities, receive 
skills development and mentoring. Their parents also can 
participate in workshops designed especially for them. 
This year’s grant will allow St. Thomas’ to add workshops 
to help single mothers develop skills that will help them 
find jobs and a sewing class.  
 
The Senior Pals program provides encouragement and 
support to senior citizens of St. Thomas’ community. This 
year’s grant will allow the program to add Emergency 
Preparedness workshops to their offerings.  
 
These programs have made a measurable difference in 
the lives of Freeman residents. ―I have truly enjoyed the 
cooking class, learning to use what you have to make a 
good but healthy meal for the family. May God continue to 
bless St. Thomas church family.‖  —  participant in St. 
Thomas‟, Freeman, Senior Pal “Back to Basics” cooking 
class. 
  
Hickory Neck, Toano 

 
Hickory Neck, 
Toano, 
participates in 
the From His 
Hands (FHH) 
program 
started over 
six years ago 
with the 
objective of 
providing hot 
balanced 

meals to approximately 80 people in the Grove 
Community of James City County once a week – currently 
100 meals are served. Grove represents a major portion 
of low income and individuals/families in need in James 
City County. There are 13 churches which have united in 
support of FHH Ministry. About two years ago, FHH 
began expanding the ministry to include a motel which 
housed homeless and near homeless individuals and 
families and an average of 35 meals were delivered on a 
weekly basis. About six months ago a second motel was 

added to the ministry and meals are served there every 
other week.  
 
Some of the churches serving the motels also provide 
―room bags‖ including motel friendly foods like canned 
soups, canned meats, noodles, snack bars, and hygiene 
products. Families at the motels which have children are 
often provided with diapers and infant formula and foods.  
 
Currently, the mission is being supported by grant dollars 
and each of the member churches provides monetary 
support, as well as volunteers, to buy, prepare and deliver 
food. The Salvation Army provides a canteen truck for the 
delivery of the meals. Over the past six years, most of the 
protein was donated by grocery stores. Unfortunately, the 
grocery store providing the bulk of the protein went out of 
business a year ago as a result of the economy.  
 
Seeds of Hope grant funds will be used to help provide 
protein for the Grove mission, motels and additional 
―room bags.‖ The grant funds will allow expansion mainly 
in the motel side of the mission. Currently, in James City 
County, there are five motels which house homeless/
needy individuals and families. The grant will allow the 
ministry to expand to as much of that population as 
possible without forgetting their obligation to the Grove 
community. 
 
 
St. Matthew’s, Chesterfield 
 
St. Matthew’s, 
Chesterfield, 
was awarded a 
Seeds of Hope 
Grant to help 
them make 
improvements to 
their food pantry 
ministry. The 
grant-funded 
project will allow them to weatherize and outfit an existing 
garage on their property so that it can be used to store 
and refrigerate food for their food pantry. 
 
St. Matthew’s has an on-going food pantry ministry. 
People in need of food are referred to the church by 
Chesterfield Colonial Heights Assistant Ministry 
(CCHASM), as well as member requests. St. Matthew’s 
partners with Second Branch Baptist Church and the 
Beach Grange, who provide food donations. They have 
had no facilities for perishable food distribution, such as 
fresh vegetables and frozen meats. Expanding their 
pantry to provide foods other than non-perishable shelf 
items will provide better nutritional choices for their 
guests. Also, the expanded storage space will allow St. 
Matthew’s to pursue additional partnerships, which would 
include the Central Virginia Foodbank. 
 

(continued on page 3) 
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St. John’s, Suffolk 
 
St. John’s, Suffolk, has been awarded a Seeds of Hope 
Grant to help fund the Coalition Against Poverty in Suffolk 
(CAPS). Begun in 2010, CAPS is a collaborative effort to 
address poverty on two levels: the crisis of an immediate 
need and the underlying causes of these needs. Currently 
24 churches and organizations are participating 
members. CAPS provides a collaborative and coordinated 
system to meet the financial, physical, mental and 
spiritual needs of the community.  

 
The CAPS model for addressing poverty is to create a 
central intake center for Suffolk at which a Services 
Coordinator will handle requests for assistance that 
usually go to churches. Rather than each church handling 
requests individually, churches will direct requests for 
assistance to CAPS. The coordinator is based at the 
Salvation Army office in Suffolk. The program provides a 
one-stop center for a variety of types of assistance.  
 
CAPS’ vision is that Suffolk churches and organizations 
are united and empowered to accomplish Christ’s 
commission. That individuals and families live with dignity 
as they participate in CAPS ministries and experience the 
holistic Gospel transformation. You can learn more about 
CAPS at capsuffolk.com or like them on Facebook 
(CAPSuffolk). 
 
Mission of the Holy Spirit, Norfolk 
 
The Mission of the Holy Spirit, Norfolk, was awarded two 
Seeds of Hope Grants this year. One of the grants will 
fund the expansion of the very successful ―Life is a 
Choice – Get Smart About Your Health!‖ program. The 
other will fund ―Building Dreams,‖ a new partnership with 
Old Dominion University Canterbury students to help 
members of the Mission succeed in school. 
 
The ―Life is a Choice – Get Smart About Your Health!‖ 
program presents healthy lifestyle choices to the 
Mission’s children and families. Most programs of the 
Mission are focused on at-risk youth, but this effort brings 
in family members so that each family works together to 
improve their health. The program addresses topics like 
disease prevention, nutrition and exercise and helps 
families to make healthier choices.  

Seeds of Hope Grant funds will allow the Mission to 
expand on this already successful program. A ten week 
program in Spring 2013 will continue to provide health 
education. A partnership with Old Dominion University 
nursing students provides one-on-one health 
assessments, individualized recommendations and 
encouragement for each participant. The program will add 
a segment on healthy shopping and cooking on a budget 
to help steer participants away from processed and fast 
foods that have little nutritional value. The program will 
also sponsor a Spring Health Fair at St. Stephen’s, 
Norfolk, inviting Mission families, volunteers and 
supporters and the community at-large. The fair will 
provide screenings for blood pressure, vision, asthma and 
more, along with information about community health 
services and making healthier lifestyle choices. 
 
The Mission of the Holy Spirit began as a ministry of the 
Diocese of Southern Virginia in 1993 to address spiritual, 
physical, emotional and educational needs of inner city ―at 
risk‖ youth in the Norfolk area. For many participants, the 
Mission has provided the first, and perhaps only, 
opportunity to hear and experience the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. A Sunday worship service and dinner have 
been the core activity of the Mission as well as regularly 
schedule weekday activities. Most participants suffer from 
socio-economic related health issues such as obesity, 
heart disease, diabetes, asthma, and poor nutrition. The 
―Life is a Choice‖ program will encourage exercise, an 
active lifestyle, good nutrition, disease prevention, and an 
understanding of why good health is so important. 
 
The second 
Seeds of Hope 
Grant project is 
―Building 
Dreams,‖ a new 
partnership with 
the Canterbury 
Center at Old 
Dominion 
University. For 
younger 
members of the Mission, the program will focus on 
reading, elementary level skills and completion of 
homework. Older members will receive coaching in the 
skills necessary to be successful in school. The program 
will be presented one evening each week and will include 
a nutritious dinner. 
 
When the Mission was started, few of the participants had 
much hope of graduating from high school. In June 2012, 
six members graduated from high school and five of them 
are now attending college. Several other members are 
starting their second or third year in college. By 
incorporating the skills and dedication of the Canterbury 
Center students with a planned tutoring program, the 
Mission hopes to encourage more youth to seek success 
in education. You can learn more about the Mission of the 
Holy Spirit at missionoftheholyspirit.org or like them on 
Facebook. 

http://www.capsuffolk.com
http://www.missionoftheholyspirit.org
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Your pledge could make it 
possible: Bishop Hollerith 
identifies new initiatives 

 
 

During the Bishop’s Day conference in October, Bishop 
Hollerith outlined the following four new initiatives that he 
would ask the Executive Board to pursue with him were 
parishes to give their 10% fair share of giving to the 2013 
diocesan budget (not in order of priority): 
 
College for Lay Leadership – a first-class, ongoing 
program to offer the lay leadership in Southern Virginia 
new ideas, new opportunities, and new ways to address 
issues of congregational vitality in the modern world. 
Based on the Bishop’s Days program, this program would 
provide a broad framework for ongoing training and 
development, as well as a community of support for lay 
leaders in our parishes. 
 
Young Adult Missioner – a full or part time diocesan 
staff position for providing ministry to college age and 
young adult people. This position would be an individual 
trained in the newest forms of ministry who would engage 
the culture, identify possibilities, and challenge local 
parishes to provide new forms of ministry to this age 
group. 
 
Call an Assistant Bishop - to share in the Episcopal 
ministry with our Bishop by assisting with Sunday 
congregational visits, ordinations, Celebrations of New 
Ministry, etc. An emphasis will be placed on calling 
someone with experience in small church congregational 
development. (An assistant bishop is a bishop who has 
already been elected within another diocese and has 
either retired or resigned.) 
 
Call an Hispanic church planter – to call into the 
diocese a trained church planter who is not only bilingual, 
but also bi-cultural. This position would involve helping 
the diocese identify potential Hispanic communities and to 
work toward establishing worshiping communities. 
 
NOTE: At present only 20% of churches pledge the 
minimal asking amount of 10%. 
 
 
 

Upcoming events for youth 
 
January 18-20 - Vocations Exploration Retreat. This 
weekend retreat offers youth an opportunity to reflect on 
their own spiritual gifts and passions and begin to imagine 
how they might use their talents to serve God and 
prepare for a vocation or career path. Especially 
appropriate for young people who may have sensed a call 
to ministry, this retreat is good for anyone who wants to 
consider their future as a servant of God. Participants will 
learn about the variety of lay and ordained vocations in 
the church. They will explore their spiritual gifts and have 
the opportunity to engage in worship leadership. They will 
also hear first-hand accounts of experiences in ministry 
and call stories from clergy and lay leaders in our 
diocese. This relaxed weekend will also provide an 
opportunity for refreshment and a chance to meet new 
friends on the lovely waterfront Talbot Hall property. 
Contact Youth Missioner Ashley Scruggs for more 
information, ascruggs@ diosova.org or 757-213-3393. 
 
January 25-26 - Youth Leader Gathering. Contact 
Youth Missioner Ashley Scruggs for more information, 
ascruggs@diosova.org or 757-213-3393. 
 
March 8-10 - Happening #59. Happening- A Christian 
Experience is a Christian renewal program designed for 
youth in grades 10-12. The focal point of the weekend is 
learning and experiencing the love of Christ.  The 
weekend format includes series of talks, movies, small 
group activities and worship, as well as opportunities for 
fellowship, fun and making new friends.   
 

March 22-24 - Blackstone Weekend (for grades 8-12 
and their advisors) Join teens from all over the diocese for 
a spring retreat at the Virginia United Methodist Assembly 
Center in Blackstone, VA!  The event includes a variety of 
activities and opportunities to make new friends and learn 
more about the church.  A special service for Palm 
Sunday and EYC Board elections will also take place 
during this weekend, as well as small groups, singing, 
socials, and so much more!  
 
July 20 - Open Planning & Strategy Workshop for 
Youth Leaders. Contact Youth Missioner Ashley Scruggs 
for more information, ascruggs@diosova.org or 757-213-
3393. 
 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=sgcfnocab&oeidk=a07e68s9whe096a0c71
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=sgcfnocab&oeidk=a07e68s7oz2ef2d8dd8
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Clergy Transitions 
 
 

September & October 2012 
 

The Rev. Patti Davis 
Completed ministry at Christ & St. Luke’s, Norfolk 
 
The Rev. Terri Edwards 
Transitional Deacon at St. John’s, Hampton 
 
The Rev. James Anderson 
Moved to Diocese of East Tennessee 
 
The Rev. Wendy Wilkinson 
Transitional Deacon at Emmanuel, Hampton 
 
The Rev. John Throop 
Completed ministry at Trinity, Portsmouth 
 
The Rev. Jeunee Godsey 
Completed ministry at St. Anne’s, Appomattox 
Began ministry as Rector at St. Michael’s, Bon Air 
 
The Rev. Gary Barker 
Completed ministry at Christ Church, Smithfield 
 
 

Register now for our first  
Young Adults Conference 
 
All young adults (20s and 30s) are invited to attend our 
first Young Adults Conference on Saturday, December 1 
from 12 to 5 p.m. at historic St. John’s in Hampton. The 
conference features a special Advent Eucharist and pro-
grams by: Rt. Rev. Herman ―Holly‖ Hollerith, Bishop of 
Southern Virginia; Jason Sierra, Young Adult Ministries 
Officer of the Episcopal Church; and the Young Adults 
Commission of Southern Virginia. This event will offer 
opportunities to network with other young adults around 
the diocese, dialogue with dynamic leaders, serve the 
Hampton homeless community, and engage in compelling 
worship. Lunch is provided, with coffee and refreshments 
served all day.  Stick around after 5:00 for continued fel-
lowship at an optional Happy Hour and Dinner in historic 
downtown Hampton. Go to diosova.org and click on 
Workshops, Training & Events for more information and 
online registration. 
 
 

Open House & Author's Fair at 
Parish Book Store 
 
The Parish Book Store, located inside Eastern Shore 
Chapel in Virginia Beach, will hold its Annual Open House 
and Author's Fair on Saturday, December 1 from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. and on Sunday, December 2 from 9 a.m. until 
noon. Saturday's Author Fair includes two children's au-

thors, Daniel Ford, who wrote "Marlin and the Mermaid 
Saves the Bay", and Terry Lindvall, who wrote "The Girl 
Who Couldn't Cry". In  addition, author Ann Callis, who 
wrote "Virginia Beach: An Illustrated History" will also be 
there. All three authors will be signing their books. Come 
by, meet the authors and enjoy refreshments. For more 
information call 757-425-0114. Visit the Parish Book Store 
online at www.parishbookstore.blogspot.com. 
 
 

Calvary, Dinwiddie, closes after 
166 years 
 
Calvary, Dinwiddie, 
held its final service 
on Sunday, Novem-
ber 11. The date 
was appropriate 
since Calvary was 
founded as a mis-
sion of St. Paul’s, 
Petersburg in No-
vember of 1846.  
 
Bishop Hollerith joined the Rev. Rod Gordon, priest-in-
charge of Bath Parish Cure, for the closing service, a cel-
ebration of Calvary’s ministry and legacy.  
 
―We are here to acknowledge this day as part of God’s 
ongoing redemptive activity — all that is old is made 
new,‖ said Bishop Hollerith in his sermon. ―Calvary’s lega-
cy does not end today. When we leave this church today, 
we will take our stories and relationships into the world 
with us.‖ During the service, Bishop Hollerith invited those 
gathered to share some of their stories. The stories 
shared painted a portrait of a faith community with a rich 
and unique history.  
 
In 1865, the Union army seized the church and used it as 
a field hospital. The pews were burned and the inside of 
the church was stripped of furnishings.  In 1903, Calvary 
filed a claim for the loss of the church’s organ, Bible, altar, 
pews and Communion silver. It took 13 years, but the 
claim was paid—$520—in 1917. That money was put to-
ward renovations. The steeple crosses placed on the 
newly renovated church were made from copper from a 
confiscated whiskey still.  
 
The little church was filled with laughter at some of the 
stories shared—using holy water to put out a fire during a 
Confirmation service, and memories of a feisty gentleman 
who sat in the front row each week, passed out M&Ms to 
the children, and shook his watch precisely at noon to let 
the rector know to wind things up.  
 
The few remaining members of Calvary will join with the 
members of Good Shepherd, McKenney. With the closing 
of Calvary, Bath Parish Cure now consists of Good Shep-
herd, McKenney, and Sapony Shrine. 
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Students are grateful for Ridley 
Foundation scholarships  
 
The Ridley Foundation board awarded 44 scholarships for 
the 2012-13 academic year totaling $87,000. Listen to 
what some of the recipients have said: 
  
Dear Ridley Foundation, 
I can only begin to describe my gratitude for the very gen-
erous financial assistance you all have given me. Thank 
you so much. This past summer I had the privilege of 
working for Virginia Tech's New Student Programs as an 
Orientation Leader. Ever since my freshman orientation I 
had dreams of becoming one. While working in this posi-
tion, I was able to share my passion, personal experienc-
es and the best advice I could offer with over 250 incom-
ing freshmen. I can honestly say that I have never had a 
more rewarding job or one that I loved as much. I want 
you all to know that you have helped me with that dream 
and I could not be more grateful for your help. Thank you 
once again for helping work towards my goal of graduat-
ing college. 
Sincerely, 
Peter Gunderson, St. Thomas, Chesapeake 
  
Dear Ridley Board of Trustees, 
Thank you so much for helping again this year with my 
scholarship! Words cannot express how grateful I am. I 
am very excited for this new school year and I don't know 
if I could do it without your help! Thanks Again! 
Sincerely, 
Darby McClellan, Johns Memorial, Farmville 
  
Thank you so much for all of your help. This is greatly 
appreciated and is very welcomed. 
Again Thank You, 
Eric Beard , Grace, Norfolk 
  
I would like to express my deepest gratitude to your foun-
dation for awarding me with your scholarship. It made a 
definite contribution to my education. 
Sincerely, 
Ericka J Beard, Grace, Norfolk 
  
The Ridley Foundation, 
Thank you so much for your support. I will use the money 
wisely. It is good to know I can find support in the church I 
love. Go Hokies! 
Julie Worley, St. Paul's, Norfolk 
  
To the Board of Trustees for the Ridley Foundation, 
Thank you very much for seeing fit to award me a schol-
arship! The financial assistance provided by you has been 
a major asset in college, and I feel confident that the edu-
cation I am receiving will enable me to carry out God's 
work in the world. 
Thank you, 
Marcus Starman, St. Martin's, Williamsburg 
  

Dear Ridley Foundation, 
Thank you so much for the immensely generous scholar-
ship! My family and I are both very grateful to the Ridley 
Foundation for helping to make my academic dreams 
come true. 
Thanks again and God bless! 
Kerri Kearse, Emmanuel, Virginia Beach 
 
For more information about the Ridley Foundation and 
scholarships, go to diosova.org. 
 
 

Jackson-Feild Home admits first 
boy in 157-year history   
By Tod Balsbaugh, Director of Development,  
Jackson-Feild Homes 
 
On October 16, the first boy in Jackson-Feild Homes' 157-
year history was admitted. C.J. is from Southside Virginia, 
and his placement marks a milestone for Jackson-Feild. 
 
In a special ribbon 
cutting ceremony 
held on October 
23, Debbie Mehl, 
Director of Pro-
grams, noted that 
"for more than 
one hundred 
years, the Home 
has provided 
many blessings to 
girls. It has provid-
ed seeds to plant, 
roads to follow, 
people who cared, 
and inspiration for 
girls to follow and 
achieve their 
dreams. Today, we now offer these same gifts to our first 
boy, C.J., and eagerly await the hundreds of other boys 
who will follow." 
  
Much like Jackson-Feild is implementing history-making 
changes to benefit the lives of children, C.J. is making 
great changes in his own life. C.J. is at a turning point, 
and Jackson-Feild is the road that is right for him. 
  
In the next few weeks, Jackson-Feild anticipates the arri-
val of more boys who - like C.J. - will take the road of re-
covery that will enable them to become successful, self-
sufficient, healthy adults. Since 1855, Jackson-Feild 
Homes has provided care and hope to girls. The Home 
now looks forward to offering successful treatment to both 
girls and boys who so desperately need what they provide 
- help and healing.  
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Boys' Home grad awarded Eagle 
Badge   
By Jerome Johnson, Development & Communications, 
Boys' Home    
 
Devin VanGundy, a student from Boys' Home Covington, 
was awarded the highest rank in scouting, the Eagle 
Badge on October 13, 2012. His Eagle Court of Honor 
was held in the All Saints' Chapel on the Boys' Home 
campus. 
  
The Boy Scout motto of Be Prepared has special mean-
ing to Devin. It doesn't mean just being prepared to help 
others in emergencies or disasters. Be Prepared also ap-
plies to being prepared for life, through the challenges 
that situations sometimes bring. For Devin, one of the 
challenges involved coming to Boys' Home in the summer 
of 2011. By persevering, sometimes on his own and 
sometimes through the persistence of the Boys' Home 
staff, Devin settled into the structure at Boys' Home and 
attained two of his primary goals: to complete his Eagle 
project and to graduate from high school. 
  
The Boy Scout motto and the mission of Boys' Home 
complement each other. At Boys' Home, preparing also 
means learning to become a productive citizen by devel-
oping your mental, physical, social and spiritual poten-
tials. For Devin, it meant developing a strong heart, mind, 
spirit and body. 
  
Devin began scouting on May 28, 2006 when he joined 
Troop 2826 in Chester, Virginia. After attaining his Life 
Scout Rank in May 2010, VanGundy joined Troop 66 in 
the summer of 2011 after first arriving at Boys' Home. He 
has earned a total of 21 merit badges. These include Citi-
zenship in the Community, Citizenship in the Nation, and 
Citizenship in the World as well as badges in Camping, 
Communications, Fingerprinting, Cooking, Emergency 
Preparedness, Environmental Science, First Aid, Swim-
ming, Leatherwork, Nature, Personal Fitness, Mammal 
Study, Fishing, Indian Lore, Family Life, Archery, Person-
al Management and Automotive Maintenance. While in 
the Boys' Home Troop 66, VanGundy has held the leader-
ship positions of Quartermaster and Senior Patrol Leader. 
  
Devin's Eagle project was constructing feral cat shelters, 
which took a total of 100 man-hours to complete. Assist-

ing Devin were Chad Whitmer, Scoutmaster, Amy Hub-
bard, Assistant Scoutmaster, Danny Cale, maintenance 
chief at Boys' Home and Don Minniear, maintenance 
staff. Also helping were members of Troop 66.   
  
Invited to share in Devin's special day were his family and 
friends, former teachers, scout representatives, Boys' 
Home staff and residents. Donnie Wheatley, current Ex-
ecutive Director and former Scoutmaster of Troop 66, was 
the Master of Ceremonies. Other participants were Greg 
Lemmer, Bonnie Wheatley, Sandra Scruggs, Reggie 
Gibbs and members of Troop 66. 
  
Devin plans to return to Chester and, in the next few 
weeks, join Job Corps. 
 
 

"Hungry, And You Fed Me"  
reflections on Lectionary includes 
priest from Southern Virginia 
 
"Hungry, And You Fed Me: Homi-
lies and Reflections for Cycle C" 
is a brand new book edited by 
Deacon Jim Knipper, and in-
cludes homilies and reflections 
from some of today's finest homi-
lists, including Richard Rohr and 
James Martin. This includes work 
by the Rev. Penny Nash, Associ-
ate Rector for Youth, Children & 
Families at Bruton Parish, Wil-
liamsburg.  
 
"A year ago I launched this pro-
ject, leading me to eventually 
reach out to a dozen men and 
women who are some of the best of the best when it 
comes to breaking open the Word of God," said Jim Knip-
per, the book's editor. "My goal was to compile and edit a 
book that would feed the heart and souls of the readers 
and act as a vehicle to raise money to feed the hungry 
and homeless. My hope and prayer is that this book does 
both." 
 
As Homilists for the Homeless, the book's writers and 
preachers have generously donated their material so that 
proceeds from the book can be given to the four charities 
selected for this volume. This first of three books begins 
with Cycle C of the Lectionary for Mass, which starts the 
First Sunday of Advent 2012 (and every three years 
thereafter). 
 
The book is available at the Bruton Parish Shop and 
online from cvpublishing.com. You can also follow Homi-
lists for the Homeless on Facebook. 
 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001ZwbAXS-nFSND81ZndWg3o2dSvq0dWLcmdRiQqHVNneMIYAyqVyVwmFztUqQ5gh-AiKPrsgHhVpZBo2vjycOY0YPLwHTBDvmY5Owjc-xDd09J32iB6Cy_qw==


8 

4th grader gives Ascension,  
Norfolk, a lesson in gratitude 
 
Church of the Ascension, Norfolk, used the month of Sep-
tember to focus on gratitude. On September 16, worship 
focused on gratitude and children. Laura Landis, a 4th 
grader, was asked to speak to the whole congregation 
about gratitude. The following is her talk: 

  
"Hello, I'm Laura (Landis).  I 
love this church and all that it 
does for me.  I also have 
family and friends here.  That 
makes it even more fun.  I 
love learning about Christ 
and what he did for us with 
my friends and family. 
  

Sunday School is so much fun and I'm thankful they have 
it here.  For the kids they tell the stories with little piec-
es.  It helps them understand the story better. Afterwards 
we get to do art about the story.  I love doing art.  I'm 
thankful that we have Sunday School. 
  
I hope you understand what I'm trying to tell because I 
always understand the stories better when someone else 
tells them.  Thus church is wonderful   I'm very thankful 
that we have it. 
  
At the end of each service we sit down and have fellow-
ship.  I call it a feast, but no matter what I call it, I still love 
this church." 
 
 

St. Timothy's, Clarksville, has fun 
raising money for Backpack  
Buddies Project  
 
The Episcopal Church Women of St. Timothy's, Clarks-
ville, held a night of country music and barbecue in Sep-
tember to help raise money for their local Backpack Bud-
dies program at Clarksville Elementary School.  Seventh 
Son, a men's chorale from Charlotte, provided the music, 
and St. Timothy’s own barbecue master, Billy Crowder, 
prepared the food.  
 
The evening’s festivities benefited the Women's efforts to 
support Backpack Buddies at Clarksville Elementary 
School. Over 100 children have been identified there as 
needing weekend nutrition support, and churches and 
civic organizations around Clarksville are working to make 
it happen. Children participating in the program go home 
from school on Friday with a backpack filled with food to 
help make sure they are not hungry over the weekend. St. 
Timothy's ECW is already feeding 5 children and hopes to 
do more with the proceeds from the fundraiser.  
 

Festival brings together diverse 
community to work for peace 
By George Little, Holy Apostles' Virginia Beach  
 
St. Francis', Virginia Beach, and Holy Apostles', Virginia 
Beach, played a pivotal and supporting role in the very 
successful Peace Festival organized by Resurrection 
United Methodist Church lead-
ers, including Deaconess Olma 
Garibay and Pastor Angel 
Sampson. The Rev. Connor Al-
exander, the Rev. Jim Parke and 
the Rev. Mike Ferguson and 
members of their communities 
worked in support of Resurrec-
tion United Methodist leadership 
along with other representatives 
of CUMLEGO (Catholic, United 
Methodist, Lutheran, Episcopal, 
and Greek Orthodox) organiza-
tion of Hampton Roads. 
  
This ecumenical and interfaith 
event advocating peace, shalom, salaam included speak-
ers from the Jewish, Sikh, and Islamic communities as 
well as representatives of other local organizations inter-
ested in world peace. The keynote speaker, the Rev. Dr. 
Wayne Lavender, is a leader in a movement to assist or-
phans in war torn areas including Kurdish Iraq and 
Mozambique. 
  
The day was truly a peace building demonstration of di-
verse people from different faith backgrounds working 
together to help create a world of peace through justice. 
The Peace Festival include musical presentations, panel 
discussions, and an art exhibit. At the end of the day a 
Peace Pole was planted on the grounds of the Church. 
 
 

“Cantastic” competition supports 
food pantry  
 
Eastern Shore Chapel, Virginia Beach, held a Canned 
Food Sculpture Contest to support their Chapel Pantry. 
Folks voted for 
their favorite 
canned food 
sculpture and 
could also build 
an Instant 
Sculpture. The 
winning sculp-
ture was a fire 
hydrant to 
"extinguish hun-
ger" created by 
the Rite 13 
class.  
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St. Aidan’s, along with family and 
friends, “play it forward” 
By Becky Rankin, St. Aidan's Virginia Beach   

 
Volunteers from St. Aidan's, Vir-
ginia Beach, teamed up with the 
Roc Solid Foundation to provide a 
young leukemia patient with a 
playground of his very own. The 
Roc Solid Foundation was built on 
the philosophy that through posi-
tive action and community cooper-
ation, we can encourage hope for 
those facing even the most dire of 
circumstances and help them 
cope with the difficult reality of 
living with childhood cancer. The 
organization's reach has now 

grown from its beginnings in Southeastern Virginia to all 
across the Mid-Atlantic, determined to impact the lives of 
children and their families throughout the United States. 
Roc Solid's "Play It Forward" program builds custom play-
sets for pediatric cancer patients, fostering a child's ability 
to have fun despite their condition.   
   
The build is a secret to the child who is being given the 
playset. The purpose is to ensure they know what it's like 
to be a child and to play without worry. The children are 
those who are stricken with cancer and are chosen by 
doctors at CHKD and St. Joseph's Hospital in Richmond. 
Our child, Noah, is a leukemia patient and had been in 
treatment for about four months. The build was to be an 
EYC event and, when we first began the process of get-
ting the youth from St. Aidan's EYC together to do the 
build, it seemed simple enough. Unfortunately, St. Aidan's 
Fall Fair had to be re-scheduled to the same weekend as 
the build and we ended up with fewer volunteers than 
were needed. But God had other plans and friends and 
neighbors of church members and folks from the church's 
yoga class joined in the project. Not only did we get the 
numbers we needed, we had people who had never vol-
unteered before who signed on, even at the last minute!   
  
The pre-build was held on Friday night at the home of Bill 
and Melissa Waide where we put together about 80% of 
the playset. The remaining 20% and preparing the yard 
where it was installed was completed the following day 
while the child and family were whisked off in a limousine 

to breakfast and a morning at the Virginia Aquarium. 
When they returned at noon, the children had no idea 
what awaited them (Mom and Dad were "in the know") 
but, the children only knew that the founder of Roc Solid, 
Eric Newman, had promised them a day of fun and ex-
citement. 
  
As the family came home, the volunteers were quietly 
waiting in the backyard for them to come and discover 
their new playground. And discover they did! When they 
hit the back yard, Noah stopped and stared as the 40+ 
volunteers stood and cheered. His little sister was not 
even phased and ran right to the play set, with Noah hot 
on her heels! At one point, Noah stopped to take it all in 
and asked, "Is this party all for me?" His sincere amaze-
ment brought a tear to everyone in the group and brought 
home how simple it really is to make a difference in 
someone's life, just by showing up. 
  
Although this event was for one particular child and fami-
ly, I believe everyone who helped out also got a good 
dose of love that day. Noah, we thank you for making our 
lives that much more special! 
 
 

Mission of the Holy Spirit cross 
helps to support this important 
ministry 
 
The Mission of 
the Holy Spirit is 
an urban out-
reach ministry 
serving an at-risk 
community in 
Norfolk spiritual-
ly, emotionally, 
educationally and 
physically. Its 
focus is on em-
powering youth 
and their families 
through the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ. The Mission Cross was created to 
honor and support the ministry and community of the Mis-
sion of the Holy Spirit. Uplifted hands receive the Holy 
Spirit: holy hands that worship, praise and heal. Each 
cross is handcrafted of nails, a gentle reminder of the ulti-
mate sacrifice made for each of us and that we are ves-
sels of the Living God, called to go forth in his name. 
 
You can purchase a Mission Cross and support the Mis-
sion of the Holy Spirit. For an order form, go to  
diosovanews.blogspot.com/2012/10/mission-cross-now-
available.html. 
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New music festival at Good  
Shepherd, Richmond, is the start  
of something special 
By Pete Mathis, Good Shepherd, Richmond  
 
The 2012 Good Shepherd Music Festival took place on 
October 19, 20, and 21 and was enjoyed by a number of 
parishioners and non-parishioners as well. Although small 
rain showers hung around as late as Friday morning, by 
the time the evening concerts started we were seeing 
beautiful autumn weather that stayed for the duration of 
the Festival. The kick-off to the festival was a varied pro-
gram of instrumental music featuring flutist Mary Boodell, 
harpist Alicia Romeo, and cellist Neal Cary.  From the 
opening work by Ravel, it was evident that our Sanctuary 
is one of the nicest spaces to enjoy chamber music in the 
area!  The trio also performed works by the American 
modern composer Vincent Persichetti, Carl Nielsen, and a 
fascinating special effects-laden piece by Villa-Lobos pro-
vocatively titled The Jet Whistle.  Additionally, cellist Cary 
performed the G major Suite for Solo Cello by J.S. Bach, 
and his warm, rich tone in tandem with a true Baroque 
masterpiece provided listeners with a chance for reflec-
tion, meditation, and celebration. 
  
Immediately following the recital, patrons were invited up 
to the Parish Hall for light refreshments as well as music 
performed by the Brian Jones Quartet.  The ensemble 
played jazz standards from the Great American Songbook 
and featured John Winn on saxophone, Bob Hallahan on 
piano, Randall Pharr on bass, and local musician and 
composer Brian Jones on drums.  With the evening air 
pleasant enough to keep the back doors open and the 
band kicking it into high gear, one would have been hard-
pressed to find a better place to be at that moment. 
  
Saturday's afternoon recital was possibly the highlight of 
the entire festival. The trio of performers, soprano Lisa 

Edwards-Burrs, 
baritone James 
Weaver, and 
pianist Joanne 
Kong, offered an 
eclectic vocal 
program that 
started with mu-
sic of the 17th 
century compos-
er Henry Purcell 
and concluded 
with a work by 
contemporary 
composer 
Jacqueline Hair-
ston: a soaring 
arrangement of 
the spiritual Ride 
On Jesus.  In 

between, the ensemble took listeners though gorgeous 
art songs by German Romantic composers, a spooky set 
of Schumann songs, and works by Duparc, Franck, and 
Brahms.  The sublime tone of Ms. Edwards-Burrs in com-
bination with the steady control of Mr. Weaver and Ms. 
Kong's flawless and sparkling accompaniment made for 
one of the finest recitals in recent -or distant-memory. 
  
The festival continued Saturday evening with a rather un-
orthodox recital by the Atlantic Chamber Ensemble, or 
ACE. The group has been receiving considerable atten-
tion for its fresh perspective on the classical concert expe-
rience and this program showed us all precisely 
why.  With the Sanctuary decorated in red, white, and 
blue streamers and balloons, the ACE musicians entered 
noisily from the back, wearing goofy convention hats and 
pausing to shake hands politico-style with audience mem-
bers.  Instead of a program, there was a ballot handed out 
and it was up to patrons to make the decision of what mu-
sic was to be heard.  By a democratic show of hands, the 
audience made its choices and received an amazingly 
varied program of Telemann for cello and French horn, 
Schoenfield Café Music, a piano work by Debussy, and 
spirited interpretations of the Finale from Beethoven's 
Septet as well as the wild Steampunk, a Carnegie-Hall 
commissioned piece scored for mixed octet by contempo-
rary composer David Bruce.  The fun, foolish and chaotic 
nature of the recital in combination with the energy and 
wonderful musicianship of the players conspired to make 
for the kind of classical listening experience that one sel-
dom gets in the staid concert halls of today. 
  
Following the ACE concert, patrons were again invited to 
attend a reception in the Parish Hall for refreshments and 
old time American music. The duo, Josh Bearman and Ed 
Brogan, played bluegrass, folk, rag, and stomp music on 
guitars, banjo, and mandolin and sung harmonies with a 
virtuosity that was stunning. It was easy to see why their 
group, The Hot Seats, has been making small waves in 
the roots-music community for some time now, culminat-
ing in their immensely successful tours of England and 
Scotland.  
  
The final event of the festival took place on a perfect Fall 
Sunday and involved another classic American form:  the 
jazz brass band.  Pocket Brass, comprised of members of 
the No BS! Brass Band, worked their way through stand-
ards as well as unique arrangements of newer jazz.  The 
five-piece group made up of saxophone, trumpet, trom-
bone, tuba, and drums blasted through their set and it's 
entirely possible that our Parish Hall is still ringing with the 
joyous sound! 
 
All told, it would appear that the Good Shepherd Music 
Festival was a success in building a foundation for future 
events that appeal to the greater community. With addi-
tional support from within our own parish, it's possible that 
we could see the beginning of something truly special 
here at Good Shepherd.  
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Epiphany, Danville, celebrates 
200th birthday of founder 
By Don Webb, Director of Communications, Epiphany 
Danville 
 
The last weekend of September was an historic moment 
for Danville's Episcopal Church of the Epiphany. The 
church celebrated the 200th anniversary of its founder, 
Dr. George Washington Dame. During this celebration the 
church Parish House was renamed Dame Hall as a lega-
cy to Dr. Dame. On hand was his great-grandson, Page 
Dame and other Dame ancestors. 
 
The young George W. Dame was headed toward a medi-
cal career, when he felt his calling to the ministry. In 1840 
while serving in Danville as principal of the Danville Fe-
male Academy, he established The Episcopal Church of 
the Epiphany, and served as its rector for 55 years. Dr. 
Dame died in 1895. 
 
In addition to service at Epiphany, Dr. Dame was the first 
superintendent for Danville and Pittsylvania County 
Schools. He was also instrumental in founding the YMCA, 
and was a big promoter of education and outreach. Dur-
ing the Civil War Dr. Dame became a daily visitor the 
thousands housed in Danville's military prisons, often 
bringing books and food. 
 
Dr. Dame's legacy of education and outreach is still being 
carried out. DOVES and The Danville Free Clinic were 
founded at Epiphany, and God's Storehouse saw its be-
ginnings there also. Four years ago, Epiphany Episcopal 
School (EES) was founded with nine students, a number 
that has grown to 110 today. This year marked the open-
ing of Epiphany Episcopal High School and continued 
growth is expected. 
 

Also noteworthy is that Frederick Delius who is being cel-
ebrated this year, was organist at Epiphany in the 1890's, 
and when in town, Jefferson Davis worshiped here. 
 
In addition to the dedication during the celebration week-
end, several timely events occurred including an original 
play, "A Dame Carol" written by EES Dean, Suzanne Mil-
ler and based loosely on Dickens' "A Christmas Carol" 
was performed by members of the church and school. 
The Eucharistic Service from the 1789 Book of Common 
Prayer that Dr. Dame would have used, was celebrated 
Sunday morning. 
 
 

St. Luke’s, Powhatan, “Mini  
Missions” are maximum fun 
By Teno Bratton, St. Lukes‟, Powhatan 
 
On October 
27, the Rite 
13 group of 
St. Luke's, 
Powhatan, 
traveled to 
Canaan 
Valley, 
West Virgin-
ia, for an 
overnight 
―Mini Mis-
sion‖ trip. 
The primary objective of the trip was a tree removal pro-
ject at a cabin belonging to the brother of a parishioner 
which was in need of some outside maintenance. The 
secondary goal of the trip was to have some fun. We are 
happy to report that both goals were achieved! 
 
Four years ago I found a cemetery in West Virginia that 
was unattended and needed some serious cleanup. I had 
an aunt that lived near the cemetery and she let the 15 
members in the group stay overnight (some inside, some 
in tents). This was our youth’s first "Mini-Mission" trip. 
 
Six of St. Luke's Rite 13 youth (ages 11-12) made the four 
and a half hour trip to West Virginia. Four youth leaders, 
and five dogs attended as well. In addition to several 
hours of very hard tree removal work, there was also a lot 
of guitar and keyboard playing, movie watching, wood 
carving, and singing of Taylor Swift songs (although the 
young men did not sing the Taylor Swift songs). 
 
In addition to the tree work, there was also some time for 
hiking and long walks with the dogs, and we managed to 
squeeze in an abbreviated Sunday morning service as 
well. The cabin is located at an altitude of 4,000 feet and 
weather on the mountain was overcast with rain at times, 
but it did not prevent us from seeing some wonderful sce-
nic views of Canaan Valley.  
 

Pictured with the plaque signifying the dedication of the Parish 
House as "Dame Hall" are L-R: Beverly Dame, wife of great-
grandson Page Dame, Dr. Bill Trakas, the Chairman of Epipha-
ny's Worship Commission and Kay Trakas, Chairman for the 
event weekend.  
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Chanco is not just for kids 
By Talley Sale Banazek, Redeemer Midlothian, 
Chanco Marketing and Development Coordinator 

 
I’ve been guilty of it…there’s a mindset out there among 
many (certainly not all, but many) Camp Chanco alumni 
that unless you have attended or worked at the summer 
camp, you cannot possibly have the allegiance, under-
standing, care, or passion for Chanco that camp alumni 
have.  There has even been a mindset (and yes, I’ll say 
this out loud) including chatter on social media that the 
conference center should close and the camp should con-
tinue solely.  People who advocate this clearly haven’t 
experienced what happens at Chanco from September 
though May.  
 
Even though I’ve been involved with Chanco in one way 
or another for many of the last 28 years, it was only last 
month that I truly understood and respected the experi-
ence of Chanco beyond summer camp and EYC events.  
I attended Cursillo #149 this past October and it impacted 
me profoundly.   Now, Cursillo is something that I’ve 
wanted to attend for years, but the timing never worked 
out quite right before now.  Which was most definitely 
God’s plan, as this Cursillo weekend could not have pos-
sibly been better timing for God to intervene in my life.  It 
found me at my most zapped spiritually, emotionally and 
professionally and lifted me up.  It reminded me of the 
―magic‖ that occurs at Chanco. It showed me beyond any 
doubt how not just youth, but adults too, find God at 
Chanco.  It filled me and lifted me in more ways than I can 
describe here.  I’m embarrassed to admit that I went to 
Cursillo thinking, ―I’ve been to Happening.  I found God 
for the first time at a Convocation II retreat at Chanco in 
1984.  I’ve attended many retreats at Chanco.  I’ve partici-
pated in Eucharist there hundreds of times.  I know how 
these retreat weekends work.  Will Cursillo really bring me 
anything new?‖  I should have known better… 
 

Without giving 
too much 
away, this is 
what I gained 
by attending 
Cursillo #149 
in the Diocese 
of Southern 
Virginia.  I 
gained new 
friends from all 
over the dio-
cese who 
share a deep 

love of Christ, who strive to be leaders in their own parish-
es, and whose friendship feels much larger than having 
known them for only three days.  I significantly deepened 
relationships with friends I already knew.  I shared an ex-
perience with my mother (who was also a candidate at 
this weekend) that we will not forget for the rest of our 
lives.  I learned new ways of talking to God.  I experi-

enced healing of my broken spirit.  I came home with new 
tools to make my relationship with God more intentional 
on a daily basis and have been practicing those tools reg-
ularly since I came home.  I found new ways to pray that 
are much more effective for my ―multi-tasking, always 
busy‖ mind.  I had moments of feeling God’s presence so 
intensely and clearly that it overwhelmed me.  I left the 
weekend completely wrapped in God’s love and with a 
new community of support for that love.  So…what was I 
thinking that only camp alumni could fully understand the 
spirit of Chanco and the value of its ministry?  I now un-
derstand why the Cursillo community comprises a signifi-
cant portion of the Chanco Board of Directors, the volun-
teers for the renovation work, and the donors to the Annu-
al Fund.  You don’t have to be 10 or 14 to find God at 
Chanco.  And Chanco’s year-round ministry is priceless. 
 
After attending a Canterbury retreat at Chanco, William 
and Mary student Aleca Blaisdell-Black recently beautiful-
ly encapsulated the gift of Chanco’s adult ministry writing, 
―At the beginning of this one-night Chanco retreat, my 
mind was elsewhere…I had unconsciously kept my shoul-
ders tense, 
hunching 
them against 
the blows of 
further 
stress and 
expecta-
tions. But as 
we moved 
from watch-
ing the sun-
set at the 
dock, to the 
soul-nourishing good food of dinner, to the campfire and 
finally to prayer, I realized that peace was seeping into my 
body…Here surrounded by the quiet lapping of the 
James, the boisterous enthusiasm of fellow retreat-goers, 
and the graffiti in the bathroom that tells me I am stunning 
and beloved, I may rest.  I may recharge.  Chanco is not 
just noisy campers and raucous songs and teenaged 
counselors; it is an oasis, a place that will envelope you in 
love and peace for just long enough that Christ can jump 
to the top of your to-do list and you remember that the to-
do list ought too start with four words: „Be present, O Mer-
ciful God…‟‖ Yes, Aleca, Chanco is not just for kids.  
Thanks be to God.   
 
For more information on any of Chanco‟s retreats or pro-
grams or to book your own parish, vestry, or personal re-
treat, please contact Chanco Administrative Coordinator, 
Stacey Richards, at hospitality@chanco.org.  You may 
also visit our website at www.chanco.org or our Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/Chancoonthejames for more 
information on the ministry of Chanco.  For more infor-
mation on Cursillo, a movement within the Episcopal 
church and a method to help us grow closer to Jesus 
Christ, please visit the Cursillo website at 
www.cursillodsv.org.     
 

mailto:hospitality@chanco.org
http://www.chanco.org
http://www.facebook.com/Chancoonthejames
http://www.cursillodsv.org
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Durham Bishop Justin Welby 
named 105th Archbishop of  
Canterbury 
Episcopal News Service 
 

Following months of antici-
pation and media specula-
tion, Downing Street con-
firmed Nov. 9 that the Queen 
has approved the nomina-
tion of Diocese of Durham 
Bishop Justin Welby as the 
105th archbishop of Canter-
bury. 
 

As the 105th archbishop in a succession spanning more 
than 1400 years, Welby will assume the multi-faceted role 
as spiritual leader of the Anglican Communion, Primate of 
All England, and bishop of the Diocese of Canterbury. 
Church of England bishops are appointed rather than 
elected, with a 16-member Crown Nominations Commis-
sion putting forward two names — a preferred candidate 
and a second candidate — to Downing Street. The U.K. 
prime minister then seeks approval from the British mon-
arch, who is the supreme governor of the Church of Eng-
land. 
 
Before his ordination to the priesthood in 1992, Welby 
studied law and history at Cambridge University and then 
spent 11 years as an executive in the oil industry. After a 
decade in parish ministry, he was appointed a canon resi-
dentiary, and later sub-dean, of Coventry Cathedral. He 
served as dean of Liverpool Cathedral from 2007-2011. 
As bishop of Durham, the fourth-most-senior position in 
the Church of England to which he was consecrated in 
October 2011, Welby is automatically granted a seat in 
the House of Lords. 
 
Welby, 56, will succeed the Most Rev. Rowan Williams, 
who will step down at the end of the year after serving as 
the 104th archbishop of Canterbury since February 2003. 
Williams has accepted a new post as master of Magda-
lene College, Cambridge. 
 
Welby’s enthronement as 105th archbishop of Canterbury 
will be held March 21, 2013, in Canterbury Cathedral. 
 
Welby is married to Caroline and they have five children, 
aged 16-27. 
 
―I don’t think anyone could be more surprised than me at 
the outcome of this process,‖ said Welby, according to a 
Lambeth Palace press release. ―It has been an experi-
ence, reading more about me than I knew myself. To be 
nominated to Canterbury is at the same time overwhelm-
ing and astonishing. It is overwhelming because of those I 
follow, and the responsibility it has. It is astonishing be-
cause it is something I never expected to happen. 

 
―One of the hardest things will be to leave Durham. I work 
with a group of wonderful senior colleagues and remarka-
ble clergy and lay people. It is an astonishing part of the 
country, one which as a family we were greatly looking 
forward to living in for many years. The people are direct, 
inspiring and wonderfully friendly. In many ways it has 
been the ancient cradle of British Christianity. It is a place 
of opportunity and an even greater future than its past.‖ 
 
Williams issued said he is ―delighted at the appointment 
… I have had the privilege of working closely with [Welby] 
on various occasions and have always been enriched and 
encouraged by the experience. ―He has an extraordinary 
range of skills and is a person of grace, patience, wisdom 
and humor. He will bring to this office both a rich pastoral 
experience and a keen sense of international priorities, for 
Church and world. I wish him – with Caroline and the fam-
ily – every blessing, and hope that the Church of England 
and the Anglican Communion will share my pleasure at 
this appointment and support him with prayer and love.‖ 
 
Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori said: ―I am 
delighted to hear of Bishop Welby’s appointment as arch-
bishop of Canterbury. He brings knowledge of the im-
mense challenges of the world in which the Anglican 
Communion seeks to partner in the service of God’s mis-
sion to heal and reconcile.‖ Jefferts Schori noted that Wel-
by has experience of churches in several parts of the An-
glican Communion, ―which should serve him well. The 
bishops of The Episcopal Church have met him and 
shared fruitful conversation, worship, and learning with 
him during a House of Bishops meeting earlier this year. 
We also welcomed him to our General Convention in 
2009. I give thanks for his appointment and his willing-
ness to accept this work, in which I know his gifts of rec-
onciliation and discernment will be abundantly tested. 
May God bless his ministry, shelter his family, and bring 
comfort in the midst of difficult and lonely discernment 
and decisions.‖ 
 
President of the House of Deputies the Rev. Gay Clark 
Jennings told ENS that at every international gathering of 
Anglicans that she has attended, she has come away with 
the same conviction — that most of the people in the An-
glican Communion are eager ―to work together for the 
sake of the gospel whatever our difference over specific 
theological points. We need an archbishop of Canterbury 
who wants to facilitate that cooperation and encourage 
the partnerships that are waiting to be born.‖ Jennings 
said that Welby ―is held in high regard‖ by Episcopalians 
who know him well. ―As a conflict negotiator, he has 
demonstrated extraordinary courage and unusual skill in 
persuading people with far greater differences than those 
within the Anglican Communion to work together and to 
reconcile,‖ she said. ―This gives me hope that he is the 
right person for this challenging moment in the Anglican 
Communion’s history.‖ 
 

http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/new-archbishop-of-canterbury/
http://www.number10.gov.uk/news/new-archbishop-of-canterbury/
http://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/index.php
http://www.anglicancommunion.org
http://www.canterburydiocese.org/
http://www.churchofengland.org
http://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/articles.php/2403/outline-of-procedures-for-the-appointment-of-an-archbishop-of-canterbury
http://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/articles.php/2403/outline-of-procedures-for-the-appointment-of-an-archbishop-of-canterbury
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Visit the ―Workshops, Training & 
Events‖  and ―Youth‖ pages of our 
website for even more upcoming 
events, www.diosova.org. 

______________________ 
 
Young Adults Conference  - 
December 1, 12 to 5 p.m., St. John’s, 
Hampton. All young adults (20s and 
30s) are invited to attend. Conference 
features a special Advent Eucharist 
and programs by: Bishop Hollerith; 
Jason Sierra, Young Adult Ministries 
Officer of the Episcopal Church; and 
the Young Adults Commission of 
Southern Virginia. Lunch provided. 
Optional happy hour and dinner to 
follow. Go to diosova.org to register. 
 
"While We Wait" Advent retreat—
December 1, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at St. 
Luke's, Blackstone. Prepare for the 
season of Advent, learn ways to 
reduce holiday stress and detach 
from the busyness of the season. The 

retreat will help us to explore ways to 
wait, and how we might express our 
joy even in the uncertainty and 
waiting. $10 per person, includes 
lunch. Scholarships available. Call 
434-676-3448. Hosted by St. Luke's, 
Blackstone, St. Paul & St. Andrew, 
Kenbridge, and the Diocese of 
Southern Virginia.  
 
Ordination to the Sacred Order of 
Priests  -  December 15, 11 a.m., 
Christ & St. Luke’s. Reception to 
follow.  
 
Vocations Exploration Retreat  -  
January 18-20. This weekend retreat 
offers youth an opportunity to reflect 
on their own spiritual gifts and 
passions and begin to imagine how 
they might use their talents to serve 
God and prepare for a vocation or 
career path. Go to diosova.org/youth 
for more information and registration. 
 

Youth Leader Gathering  -  January 
25-26. Go to diosova.org/youth for 
more information and registration. 
 
121st Annual Council  -  February 
15-16, Williamsburg Lodge 
Convention Center. 
 
Happening #59  -  March 8-10, 
Chanco on the James. A Christian 
renewal program designed for youth 
in grades 10-12. The focal point of 
the weekend is learning and 
experiencing the love of Christ. Go to 
diosova.org/youth for more 
information and registration. 
 
Blackstone Weekend  -  March 22-
24, VUMAC in Blackstone. For youth 
grades 8-12. Go to diosova.org/youth 
for more information and registration. 
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Get More News From Around Our Diocese! 
 
 

Sign up for our weekly 
eNews at our website, 
www.diosova.org 

Follow us on: 
 
Facebook (facebook.com/diosova) 
 
Twitter (@Diosova) 

Opportunities for travel and pilgrimage in 2013 
 
Next Year in Jerusalem 
The Rev. David Teschner, Rector of Christ and Grace, Petersburg, is hosting a pilgrimage trip to the Holy Land next 
March 6 through 15, 2013, and invites any members or friends of the diocese to attend. The Bible stories take on new 
meaning when you have been to Jerusalem, Jericho, Capernaum, Caesarea Philippi, Nazareth, Bethlehem, the Sea of 
Galilee and much more. The total cost except for daily lunches is $3,398. Brochures are available and questions may be 
answered by calling or emailing David at 804-733 7202 or dtesch@christandgrace.us.  
 
Galapagos Islands Darwin & Divinity Tour 
The Rev. Dr. John Kerr of Bruton Parish, Williamsburg, and Dr. Paul Kirbas of the Kirbas Institute will lead this eco-
friendly tour May 3 through 12, 2013. Travelers will look at ways in which evolutionary science can find compatibility with 
our religious traditions, and of how science can enrich our worship and our spirituality. You'll learn fascinating new things 
from our experienced and knowledgeable naturalist guides. You'll enjoy the leadership of Dr. John Kerr, as he brings his 
wealth of knowledge and experience in finding fruitful intersections between faith and evolutionary science. Dr. Kerr's 
"Darwin & Divinity" course at The College of William & Mary is so popular that it is regularly overfilled. Go to kirbasinsti-
tute.com for more information. 


