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Diocese of Southern Virginia ECW Delegates Travel to 47th Triennial
By Dr. Angela Parker, President, ECW of Diocese of
Southern Virginia
Lead Delegate Dr. Angela Parker, and other delegates
Mrs. Pearl Parker, Mrs. Delores Purvis, and Mrs. Barbara
Taylor, for the ECW of the Diocese of Southern Virginia,
had a delightful time in Indianapolis, Indiana, July 4
through 12. This experience took place in beautiful
downtown Indianapolis at the Downtown Marriott, Westin,
and J. W. Marriott hotels.
The ECW delegates and alternates from dioceses and
provinces from around the country had opportunities to
worship together at daily Holy Eucharist, participate in the
first Triennial Walk/Run for Craine House and ECW
Triennial Share Fair, make personal donations to Craine
House, and enjoy interesting and informative workshops,
and plenary sessions. The overall main attractions were
the receiving of our Commemorative Triennial Crosses
blessed and distributed by Presiding Bishop Katharine
Jefferts Schori and the impressive Distinguished
Women’s ceremony, with Mrs. Delores Purvis receiving
this recognition. She was escorted by our Diocesan
Bishop Herman Hollerith, IV and Diocesan ECW
president, Dr. Angela Parker. Mrs. Barbara Taylor,
Diocesan ECW First Vice President, participated in the
UTO activities. Over $80,000 was donated to this worthy
cause.
Each day was begun with beautiful hymns rendered by
the accomplished Triennial organist, Mr. Adam Graham,
and meditations from the Triennial chaplain, The Rev.
L to R: Dr. Angela Parker, Mrs. Delores Purvis, and Bishop Hollerith
at the Distinguished Women’s Ceremony, at which Mrs. Purvis
was honored. Photo by National Episcopal Church Women.

Debora L. H. Jennings. Each of us attended workshops
that were designed to educate and enrich women’s lives
in the areas of Leadership, Spirituality, and Social
Justice. The workshops that we attended included the
following:
 ―Many Paths, One Journey: The Women in the Life
of Jesus‖ led by The Rev. Edna Brown
 ―A Woman’s Way of Praying: Exploring the
Relationship of Jesus and the Woman at the Well‖ led
by The Very Rev. Kate Moorehead
 ―Many Paths, One Journey: Finding Our Way on
Dark Paths― led by The Rev. Gail Avery
 ―Dear God…A Prayer Writing Workshop‖ led by The
Rev. Anna Carmichael
 ―Road Mapping in the Life of a Christian Woman‖ led
by The Rev. Yamily Bass-Choate
 ―The Word Resurrected: An Episcopal Way of
Honoring Scripture‖ led by The Rev. Carl I. Mead
 ―Voices of Episcopal Women‖ led by The Rev.
Barbara Bender-Breck
 ―Some Basic Pathways to Parliamentary Order‖ led
by Connie Skidmore
 ―Faith and Nature: Our Spiritual Journey‖ led by
Phyllis Strupp
 ―An Aromatic Journey Into Wholeness: Using
Essential Oils for Body, Mind and Spirit‖ led by The
Rev. Jo Ann Weeks
All in all, this was a memorable experience for each of us
delegates.

Bishop’s Days: Enlivening Our
Faith for Generations to Come
WEST - October 20 at Redeemer, Midlothian
EAST - October 27 at Emmanuel, Virginia Beach
Bishop’s Days workshops will have a different look this
year, based on the model successfully used by TED
conferences. Instead of just one "expert" speaker on a
particular topic, TED talks involve a panel of people who
share experiences and ideas and engage the participants
in dialogue.
Bishop's Days offer 14 workshops from which to choose.
Get the most from the day for your parish by bringing a
team and have each member attend a different
workshop. For complete information about workshops,
schedule, registration and a brochure you can download,
go to www.diosova.org.
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Clergy Transitions

proposal by the Harvey Lindsay group is in three parts
beginning with an emphasis on historic preservation, appraisal and ending with the marketing of the premises.
The firm will also serve as a consultant in the selection of
a site for the new administrative offices of the Diocese.

July & August 2012
The Rev. Becki Dean began as Deacon
St. Michael’s, Bon Air

After thorough research and consideration, the Conveyance and Location sub-committees of the Executive
Board's Property Committee recommended the engagement of Harvey Lindsay Corporate Real Estate Services.
Harvey Lindsay Corporate Real Estate is a highly respected Norfolk firm that has provided real estate services to
the Hampton Roads region for over 70 years. Mr. Lindsay, the company's current chairman is a long-time member of Church of the Good Shepherd in Norfolk. His relationship with the Episcopal Church in Southern Virginia
uniquely qualifies his firm to handle the marketing of the
property with sensitivity, understanding the special affection that the members of the Diocese and others throughout the community have come to have for the Talbot Hall
property, and with a desire to honor the original gift of the
Talbot family.

The Rev. Ben Wallis began as Associate Rector
Epiphany Danville
The Rev. Cleon Ross retired as Rector
Christ Church, Danville
The Rev. Dana Van Vliet-Pullin began as Deacon
St. Peter’s, Norfolk
The Rev. Eve Butler-Gee began as Transitional Deacon
St. Matthew’s, Chesterfield
The Rev. Henry McQueen began as Associate Rector
Hickory Neck, Toano
The Rev. Ian McCarthy began as Director of Youth
Ministries, Galilee, Virginia Beach
The Rev. Robert Johnson, retired as Rector
Christ & Hungar’s Cure, Eastville & Bridgetown

In accordance with the resolution passed at Annual Council, 2012, historic protection of the Talbot Hall manor
house, preservation of the property's shoreline, and respect for the surrounding neighborhood will be taken into
consideration. The decision regarding the disposition of
the property will be made only after careful consideration
by each of the more than thirty members of the Executive
Board and the Standing Committee of the Diocese of
Southern Virginia who are committed to follow the intent
of that resolution.

The Rev. Rick Willis began as Time Certain Rector
Christ & Hungar’s Cure, Eastville & Bridgetown
The Rev. Earl Christian, retired as Deacon
Emmanuel, Hampton
The Rev. Stephan Beatty began as Rector
Emmanuel, Powhatan

Executive Board & Standing
Committee engage Harvey Lindsay
to address Talbot Hall property

121st Annual Council is February
15-16 in Williamsburg
The 121st Annual Council of the Diocese of Southern Virginia will be held February 15-16 at the Williamsburg
Lodge Convention Center.

The Executive Board and Standing Committee of the Diocese have retained Harvey Lindsay Corporate Real Estate Services to address the Talbot Hall property. The

Our special guest for Annual
Council will be Lisa Kimball,
Ph.D., director of the Center for
Ministry of Teaching, and Professor of Christian Formation and
Congregational Leadership at
Virginia Theological Seminary.

The Diocesan Connection
Published six times a year by
Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia
600 Talbot Hall Road, Norfolk VA 23505
www.diosova.org

Certificates of Lay Delegates and
Alternates for 2012-2013 were
due August 31. If your church
has not yet submitted your certificate, you can download the form
from our website,
www.diosova.org.

Send your news and photographs to
Ann Turner, Communications Officer
aturner@diosova.org
757-213-3388
Deadline for the Nov-Dec 2012 issue:
Nov. 1, 2012
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Lisa Kimball, Ph.D., of
Virginia Theological
Seminary will speak at
Annual Council.

Register now for our first
Young Adults Conference

future as a servant of God. Participants will learn about
the variety of lay and ordained vocations in the church.
They will explore their spiritual gifts and have the opportunity to engage in worship leadership. They will also hear
first-hand accounts of experiences in ministry and call
stories from clergy and lay leaders in our diocese. This
relaxed weekend will also provide an opportunity for refreshment and a chance to meet new friends on the lovely
waterfront Talbot Hall property. Contact Youth Missioner
Ashley Scruggs for more information, ascruggs@diosova.org or 757-213-3393.

All young adults (20s and 30s) are invited to attend our
first Young Adults Conference on Saturday, December 1
from 12 to 5 p.m. at historic St. John’s in Hampton. The
conference features a special Advent Eucharist and programs by: Rt. Rev. Herman ―Holly‖ Hollerith, Bishop of
Southern Virginia; Jason Sierra, Young Adult Ministries
Officer of the Episcopal Church; and the Young Adults
Commission of Southern Virginia. This event will offer
opportunities to network with other young adults around
the diocese, dialogue with dynamic leaders, serve the
Hampton homeless community, and engage in compelling
worship. Lunch is provided, with coffee and refreshments
served all day. Stick around after 5:00 for continued fellowship at an optional Happy Hour and Dinner in historic
downtown Hampton. Go to diosova.org and click on
Workshops, Training & Events for more information and
online registration.

January 25-26 - Youth Leader Gathering. Contact
Youth Missioner Ashley Scruggs for more information,
ascruggs@diosova.org or 757-213-3393.
March 8-10 - Happening #59. Happening- A Christian
Experience is a Christian renewal program designed for
youth in grades 10-12. The focal point of the weekend is
learning and experiencing the love of Christ. The weekend format includes series of talks, movies, small group
activities and worship, as well as opportunities for fellowship, fun and making new friends.

Upcoming events for youth &
youth leaders

March 22-24 - Blackstone Weekend (for grades 8-12
and their advisors) Join teens from all over the diocese for
a spring retreat at the Virginia United Methodist Assembly
Center in Blackstone, VA! The event includes a variety of
activities and opportunities to make new friends and learn
more about the church. A special service for Palm Sunday and EYC Board elections will also take place during
this weekend, as well as small groups, singing, socials,
and so much more!

You can get more information and register for these
events, as well as find youth ministry resources at
diosova.org/youth.
October 12-14 - October Weekend (for grades 8-12 and
their advisors) Visit Camp Chanco on the James River for
a weekend in the woods with teens from all over our diocese! October Weekend features great music, small
groups, socials and games, meaningful discussions, a
dance, and really incredible worship experiences. Come
experience the presence of God in community!

July 20 - Open Planning & Strategy Workshop for
Youth Leaders. Contact Youth Missioner Ashley Scruggs
for more information, ascruggs@diosova.org or 757-2133393.

Bishop Hollerith helps dedicate St.
Paul’s new Tucker Chapel

November 10-11 - Happening Reunion. Join Happening
alumni from all over our diocese for a weekend of reconnection, relaxation and refreshment! Learn more about
exciting developments in the Happening program, share
memories and experience great worship and activities.

Bishop Hollerith and the Rev. Scott Hennessy, rector of
St. Paul's Norfolk, celebrated Eucharist and dedicated a
new chapel in memory of the Rt. Rev. Beverly Dandridge
Tucker on July 18. Some of Bishop Tucker's grandchildren, including the Rev. Bev Tucker (far left), and even
greatgrandchildren were
in attendance. Bishop Tucker
was rector
at St. Paul's
and bishop
of Southern
Virginia.

Nov. 16-18 - November Weekend (for grades 6-9 and
their advisors) Make new friends at this fall retreat at the
Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone,
VA! November Weekend includes music, games, activities, socials, small group discussions and amazing worship!
January 18-20 - Vocations Exploration Retreat. This
weekend retreat offers youth an opportunity to reflect on
their own spiritual gifts and passions and begin to imagine
how they might use their talents to serve God and prepare for a vocation or career path. Especially appropriate
for young people who may have sensed a call to ministry,
this retreat is good for anyone who wants to consider their
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Outreach events for youth and
young adults

tian. In his most recently published book, The Evolution
of Faith: How God is Creating a Better Christianity, Gulley
proposes a fresh direction for Christianity and articulates
a Christianity that, while faithful to the priorities of Jesus,
can help its adherents live happily, peacefully, and productively in our complex world.

Stop Hunger Now
Sunday, October 7, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Eastern Shore Chapel, Virginia Beach
All youth and their advisors are invited to join us for a special Stop Hunger Now meal-packing event. Stop Hunger
Now is an international hunger relief organization that coordinates the distribution of food and other life-saving aid
around the world. At this event, we will assemble more
than 10,000 highly nutritious meals to be used in crisis
situations and in school feeding programs in developing
countries. The event will conclude with a celebratory Eucharist. Please register your group, so we know how
many people will attend. Go to diosova.org/youth for registration. Snacks will be offered for participants. There is
no registration fee for groups, but you are encouraged to
bring donations with you for Stop Hunger Now. Questions? Contact Mary Lou Crifasi, Convocation Youth Director, at mcrifasi@easternshorechapel.org or Ashley
Scruggs, Youth Missioner, at ascruggs@diosova.org.
This event is co-sponsored by Convocation II Youth Ministries and the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Virginia.

Also at this year’s Fall Camp will be our own Bishop Hollerith as the camp chaplain and musician, singer and storyteller Ed Kilbourne. For more information about Fall
Camp and to download a registration form, go to
www.shrinemont.com.

Assisted living residents help
minister to those in need
By The Rev. Becki Dean
I work with at The Crossings at Bon Air, an independent
living, assisted living, and memory care facility.
Every month or six weeks, (whenever I have collected
about $200), we gather in our ―pup‖, set up assembly
lines, and pack gallon size Zip Lock bags with juice boxes, socks, cookies, crackers, applesauce, lip balm, a
spoon and a napkin. Then I take the completed bags to
folks who pass them out to the marginalized in our area. I
take them to St. Michael’s, Bon Air, as well so that the
ministry comes full circle – I buy the food, the residents
pack the bags and feel useful as they are helping folks
who have less than they. Then the bags go to folks
around the community for delivery.

Play It Forward—Building a playground
October 19 & 20
Virginia Beach
Youth and young adults are invited to team with St. Aidan's, Virginia Beach, to build a playground for a young
child with cancer. The building will begin on the evening
of October 19 and be completed the morning/afternoon of
October 20. This project is being coordinated through
Children's Hospital of the King's Daughters and Roc Solid
Foundations, a local organization that builds custom play
sets for pediatric cancer patients, rocsolidfoundation.org.
At least 25 volunteers are needed to help with this. Contact Brian Collins (briangcollins@me.com) for more information.

My goal initially was to help my residents understand that
just because they are a different living situation now, in
the winter of their lives, does not mean that they are no
longer useful but they can continue to do ministry. They
love it. I wish you could see the chaos. The more rowdy
and chaotic
we are, the
more pumped
up they are
about their
usefulness. They
packed 100
bags in about
30 minutes
one week. I
am just the
conduit for
buying the
staples and
getting the
bags to the
folks who can
pass them
out. This is
their ministry.

Author Philip Gulley to speak at
Tri-Diocesan Fall Camp
This year’s Tri-Diocesan Committee on Aging’s Fall Camp
will be October 22-25 at Shrine Mont in Orkney Springs.
This year’s keynote speaker is Philip Gulley, Quaker pastor and author. An eclectic writer, Gulley has published 17
books, including the acclaimed Harmony series chronicling life in the eccentric Quaker community of Harmony,
Indiana and the best-selling Porch Talk series of inspirational and humorous essays. Gulley's memoir, I Love
You, Miss Huddleston: And Other Inappropriate Longings
of My Indiana Childhood, recounts his coming-of-age
years in Danville, Indiana. In addition, Gulley and coauthor James Mulholland describe their progressive
worldview in their books, If Grace Is True and If God Is
Love, followed by Gulley's book If the Church Were Chris4

Galilee turns beachgoers into stars
in Alpha promotional video

homeowners in the local area. Our St. Andrew’s group
worked in two teams and helped three homeowners during our time there.
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday we worked on our
homes and completed projects with roofing, cementing,
plastering, scraping, painting, cleaning, yard work, fencing
and more. We all got to build relationships with our homeowners through conversations, stories and meeting their
families. In the evenings, we gathered for a meal, worship, a message from the project spiritual director Wayne,
small group time with other teams of youth, and free time.
Our days were full and were very rewarding, fun, and
challenging, depending on the project!

Galilee, Virginia Beach, is gearing up for the start of their
Alpha Program in the Fall. They took to the Virginia
Beach Boardwalk to talk to some folks about God and
made a unique promotional video for the upcoming program. During the upbeat three minute video, beachgoers
respond to questions like ―What is the meaning of life?‖
and ―If you could ask God a question, what would it be?‖
Some of the folks they interview struggle to answer the
question. As one person said, ―Nobody’s ever asked me
that before.‖ Others wondered ―why did God create us?‖
and ―why do people hurt so much?‖ You can watch the
video online at https://vimeo.com/47532739.

Wednesday evening was ―Homeowner Night.‖ We had
two of our homeowners come for the evening. We shared
a meal together, worshipped, and then heard word of wisdom from the 13 homeowners who were present. Most of
our youth and leaders would say that this was a great
highlight of the week.

St. Andrew’s, Newport News, fifth
mission to Pittsburgh a big success

Each day our group gathered and shared highlights,
struggles, lows, and how God was working in their experience. We shared prayers and thoughts of our prayer partners who were praying for us at home.

By Harper Lewis, Youth Director, St. Andrew’s, Newport
News

Integrity chapter participates in
Norfolk’s Out in the Park
On Saturday, August 18, members of the diocesan chapter of Integrity braved the heat and humidity in Norfolk’s
Town Point Park to bring a message of welcome to the
Hampton Roads LGBT community at ―Out in the Park.‖
The annual event draws thousands each year. This is
Integrity’s third year participating in the event. Volunteers
from Ascension Norfolk, Eastern Shore Chapel Virginia
Beach, St. Stephen’s Norfolk and St. Mark’s Hampton
spent the day talking with festival-goers and sharing the
good news that God loves everyone and that the Episcopal Church welcomes you.

The week of July 23, twenty of St. Andrew's youth and
four adults went to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania to participate
in the Pittsburgh Project. This was the fifth year that St.
Andrew's youth have participated in this project. The Pittsburgh Project is a nonprofit community development organization with a 25-year track record of developing leaders and serving the city's most vulnerable residents.

If you would like to know more about Integrity, visit them
online at www.integritydiosova.blogspot.com or email
integrityvb@gmail.com. The chapter gathers the third
Tuesday of each month at 6:30 at MJ’s Tavern in Norfolk
for dinner and a short meeting. All are welcome to attend.

Our fifth year in Pittsburgh was a fantastic success! We
had twenty youth and four adult missionaries who went to
Pittsburgh the week of July 23. The weather was predicted to be in the upper 80’s for the week—perfect for working in and outside. Rain was in the forecast, but always
seemed to come at the right time when we were at a stopping point of a project.

Integrity’s
Susan
Pederson (St.
Stephen’s
Norfolk) and
Jesse Woods
(St. Mark’s
Hampton) talk
with festival
goers

We arrived on the Pittsburgh Project campus (a former
Catholic girls school) on Monday afternoon. After unpacking, we headed to the project’s organized introductions,
games and worship. Approximately 200 youth from different parts of the country were gathered there for the week.
While in Pittsburgh, the extended group reached out to 30
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Chanco announces new structure
"I envision Chanco being everything it currently is and
much, much more. I see it as a place with the potential to
be the true spiritual heart of Southern Virginia - a place
where people come from all over for spiritual formation,
refreshment and worship, a place characterized by Christian hospitality. I see the summer camp as a place for our
young people to grow in their spiritual awareness and to
begin to find their place in the community of the baptized. And finally, I see it as a place that draws in people
from both inside and outside our Church, giving us an
opportunity to share with them God's love as revealed in
the beauty of creation."
+H. Hollerith IV, Bishop of Southern Virginia

was also recommended by the Episcopal Camp and Conference Centers Inc., who did an assessment of Chanco
in early 2012.

In order to move forward towards the Bishop's vision of
what Chanco can be, and following recommendations
from the Episcopal Camp and Conference Center assessment of Chanco, the Board of Directors has implemented
the following staff changes:
 Full Time Executive Director (Currently in search)
 Full Time Administrative Coordinator (Stacey Richards)
 Seasonal Camp Director (Will recruit in early 2013)
 Full Time Facilities & Property Keeper (Robbie Matthews)
 Full Time Housekeeping Attendant (Shanna Matthews)
 Marketing & Development Contractor (Talley
Banazek)
 Support staff as budgeted and necessary

With church conference centers closing around the country, why are we investing more in staffing at Chanco? Given the good work that is already happening at Chanco,
we feel that the best years of Chanco are in front of us,
not behind us. In order for Chanco to thrive in this challenging environment, we need the best leadership possible.

Chanco has had full time Executive Director before and
has had issues with camp enrollment and conference
center revenue. Why do we think it will work better this
time? The Board is committed to choosing the best possible candidate for this position. We are conducting a nation
-wide search and are looking for someone with senior
leadership experience in a camp and conference center
environment and running a fiscally sound business who
has a passion for making Chanco everything it can be.

Why is Chanco cutting program staff in order to fund administrative staff? The new Executive Director will not be
merely administrative staff, but will be fully involved in the
Camp, Conference Center, and all future programs that
Chanco will develop. This person will be providing senior
leadership over the entire facility to ensure high-quality
and spiritually sound experiences for everybody.
Does reducing/downgrading the staff positions for camp/
conference center from a “Director” position mean that
whole camp/conference program is being reduced?
Absolutely not. While this was a very difficult decision, it
was not made lightly. The Board strongly feels that this
move had to happen so we could increase the overall
leadership at Chanco. We are very grateful for the ministries that have happened over the years and wish our
people all the best in their future endeavors.

Sadly, to implement this decision, it was necessary to
eliminate the position of a year-round Camp Director. The
off-season responsibilities will shift to the Executive Director, who will also conduct a search for a newly-created
Seasonal Camp Director.
The Board of Directors would like to thank Jim Sitzler for
his years of service to the camp program, and wishes him
all the best in his future endeavors.

Why was the Camp Director Terminated? The Camp Director was not terminated; the position was redefined and
the staffing model was restructured in order to reflect
Chanco’s growing need for superior leadership. In a
study done by Episcopal Camp and Conference Centers
in early 2012 they stressed the need for Chanco to have a
full-time executive director to oversee all of the operations. Unfortunately the only way to do this was to redefine positions and responsibilities.

Frequently asked questions regarding Chanco’s
restructuring
Chanco has not had a full time Exec. Dir for many years
and in those years Camp enrollment has gone up and
Chanco is more fiscally sound. Why do we need a Full
Time Executive Director now? The Chanco Board of Directors realizes that to implement the Bishop’s vision as
outlined above, we need full-time leadership on the
grounds. We’ve been working towards this for almost two
years with 2 part time interim directors in place. The role
of the Executive Director will be to embrace everything
that Chanco currently is and work towards the strategic
vision set out by the Bishop and the Board. This strategy

Why is the Camp Director the only position that was cut?
The entire staffing model was restructured. The Camp
Director position has changed from year-round, to a seasonal position. Because the nature of this position has
changed, along with appropriate hours and compensation, Chanco will hold an application process so we get
the best person possible in that position moving forward.
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Jackson-Field Homes hosts
Vacation Bible School

As a community service project, the girls made 100 pairs
of ―Silly Socks‖ and 25 door hangers which will be donated to residents of local nursing homes and therapeutic
rehabilitation facilities. The socks – decorated with liquid
fabric paints in every color of the rainbow – will not only
warm the feet of the recipients, but will also warm their
hearts with words of encouragement such as ―Love‖,
―Hope‖, ―Joy‖ and ―Courage‖ painted on them. Each sock
in a pair was the mirror image of its mate so that it could
be easily identified after laundering. The door hangers
were decorated with flip flops to reflect the tropical theme
of the week. Upon finishing their creation, each girl was
asked to place her beautiful work upon the altar rail…
symbolic of her offering to God.

The residents at Jackson-Feild participated in the annual
Vacation Bible School last week. This year’s theme was
―Rethink Paradise,‖ and the intent was to help participants
understand our earthly paradise as well as the heavenly
paradise. Over the course of three days, each girl wrote
a total of three letters. The first two were written to thank
others who have been kind to them. The last letter was
written to God and in it, each girl focused on what she
needed to re-think in her own life.
The three-day event – held August 13 through 15 from
9:30 a.m. until noon – began with several girls reading
Bible scriptures relating to the concept of eternal paradise. These readings brought about a very lively and
thought-filled discussion. Following the scripture discussion time, delicious homemade snacks and sweets provided by the Women of Concord United Methodist Church
in Stony Creek were served up in the dining hall. The
girls then returned to the chapel where their unlimited creativity took over. Throughout this time, steel drum music
played in the background further adding to the tropical
paradise theme.

The residents and staff at Jackson-Feild Homes would
like to thank the Women of Concord United Methodist
Church in Stony Creek for their generosity. These ladies
have faithfully supported the girls throughout the years.
We also would like to express our thanks to Ms. Michelle
Nielsen whose cupcakes were a big, colorful hit.
If your church group or organization would like to become
involved in this very viable and local hands-on mission
work with the girls at Jackson-Feild Homes, please contact the Rev. Robin Jones, Chaplain, at 434-634-3217 ext
3032. There are many ways to get involved. All it takes
is creativity, imagination, and a desire to express your
kindness to a child.

Parish Book Store

St. Thomas, Chesapeake, choir
members perform National Anthem at Norfolk Tides' game

A prayer book for youth
"Call on Me" by Jennifer Gamber
and Sharon Ely Pearson is the
first exclusively Episcopal prayer
book for youth.

Milton Whann and Mark Martin, members of the choir at
St. Thomas, Chesapeake, sang the National Anthem
at the the Norfolk Tides' baseball game on Saturday,
September 1 at Harbor Park in Norfolk. It was Fan Appreciation night and the fans there that night definitely appreciated Milton and Mark's performance. Kay O'Reilly, a
member of Eastern Shore Chapel, Virginia Beach, says, "I
was there; they did a great job!"

If your youth group is looking for
a book of prayers to take on its
pilgrimage or mission trip, or to
use at its gatherings, then Call
on Me: A Prayer Book for Young
People is what you are looking
for—a prayer book for young
people that draws on the liturgy
and tradition of the Episcopal church, but specifically addresses modern issues in contemporary language. Call on
Me is also a great gift for those headed off to college. It is
available at the Parish Book Store along with other spiritual
resources.
Located inside Eastern Shore Chapel
2020 Laskin Road, Virginia Beach
books@easternshorechapel.org
757-425-0114
www.parishbookstore.blogspot.com
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Mission of the Holy Spirit students
learn about health and wellness

St. Stephen’s, Norfolk, provides the
gift of space to Mission of the Holy
Spirit

By Ann Campbell, Board Member of the Mission of the
Holy Spirit, Norfolk

By Hank Luhring, Chairman, Mission of the Holy Spirit
The Mission of the Holy Spirit has evolved over the years.
An important part of the Mission's functioning is the physical place where the Mission meets.
The Mission is
very blessed
to be meeting
at St. Stephen's Episcopal Church
in Norfolk. It's
a good-sized
facility for the
Mission's activities. There
is a small house attached to the main building via a
breezeway that is now called "The Mission House." On
Wednesday and Thursday nights, kids meet in the Mission House to do homework, attend seminars put on by
ODU student nurses, and participate in other programs.
The Sunday service is held in the sanctuary.

Students from Old Dominion University wrapped up another productive semester with the Mission of the Holy
Spirit families. They spent time each week providing tutoring, teaching healthy habits and exercise, and building
relationships. Near the end of the semester, the students
coordinated the ―Get Fit: Spring Fling Health Fair‖ at St.
Stephen’s, Norfolk. There was a great turnout of community partners to promote a healthy and safe lifestyle, as
well as screenings, health information and fun activities
for children and adults.

St. Stephen's is blessed with a very large yard. The expansive grounds of St. Stephen's allow the kids plenty of
room to run and play safely. A United Thank Offering from
the Episcopal Church allowed for the construction of a
playground for kids through the age of 12, and the Mission has held various functions outside such as Health
Fairs, picnics, etc.

During the summer months, the ―Be A Responsible
Teen‖ (BART) program was presented to the older students at the Mission. The primary focus of BART is education to prevent teen pregnancy.

In addition to a great building, and great grounds, the
people of St. Stephen's have been wonderfully supportive. The Rev. Gwynneth Mudd is deeply committed to the
work of the Mission. The vestry and altar guild have been
wonderfully flexible through the years in responding to the
Mission's needs.

These programs were funded by a Seeds of Hope grant
from the Diocese of Southern Virginia and the Mission
has been awarded another grant to help them continue
these very successful health programs.

Come by for a Sunday service sometime and see the
great facility. If you can't do that, be sure to see lots of
great photos on Facebook,
facebook.com/MissionOfTheHolySpirit.

Recent graduate? Veteran? Unemployed?
Underemployed?

JobSeekers
JobSeekers can help and the help is free.
JobSeekers meets every Monday at 10 a.m.
at Redeemer, Midlothian. We offer assistance
with writing your resume, cover letters,
interviewing and networking. Questions?
Call 804-379-8899.
8

9

Calendar of Events
Visit the ―Workshops, Training &
Events‖ and ―Youth‖ pages of our
website for even more upcoming
events, www.diosova.org.
______________________
Stop Hunger Now - October 7, 1:00
to 4:00 p.m., Eastern Shore Chapel,
Virginia Beach. All youth and their
advisors are invited to join us for a
special Stop Hunger Now mealpacking event. We will assemble
more than 10,000 highly nutritious
meals to be used in crisis situations
and in school feeding programs in
developing countries. Go to
diosova.org/youth for information and
registration. Co-sponsored by
Convocation II Youth Ministries and
the Episcopal Diocese of Southern
Virginia.
October Weekend - October 12-14.
For grades 8-12. Visit Camp Chanco
on the James River for a weekend in
the woods with teens from all over
our diocese! Go to diosova.org/youth
for more information and registration.
Play It Forward: Building a
playground - October 19 & 20.
Youth and young adults are invited to
team with St. Aidan's, Virginia Beach,
to build a playground for a young
child with cancer. This project is
being coordinated through Children's
Hospital of the King's Daughters and
Roc Solid Foundations, a local
organization that builds custom play
sets for pediatric cancer patients,
rocsolidfoundation.org. Contact Brian
Collins (briangcollins@me.com) for
more information.

Bishop's Days for Parish Leaders October 20 at Redeemer, Midlothian
and October 27 at Emmanuel,
Virginia Beach. More information and
online registration available at
www.diosova.org.
Happening Reunion - November 1011 at Chanco on the James. Join
Happening alumni from all over our
diocese for a weekend of
reconnection, relaxation and
refreshment! Go to diosova.org/youth
for more information and registration.

Ordination to the Sacred Order of
Priests - December 15, 11 a.m.,
Christ & St. Luke’s. Reception to
follow.
Vocations Exploration Retreat January 18-20. This weekend retreat
offers youth an opportunity to reflect
on their own spiritual gifts and
passions and begin to imagine how
they might use their talents to serve
God and prepare for a vocation or
career path. Go to diosova.org/youth
for more information and registration.

ECW Day of Reflection November 15, St. Mark's, Suffolk.
The program begins at 9:45 a.m. and
ends at 1:45 p.m. Holy Eucharist will
be celebrated. Registration is $10
and includes lunch. Go to
diosova.org/ecw for registration.

Youth Leader Gathering - January
25-26. Go to diosova.org/youth for
more information and registration.

November Weekend - November 16
-18. Make new friends at this fall
retreat at the Virginia United
Methodist Assembly Center in
Blackstone, VA!. For grades 6-9. Go
to diosova.org/youth for more
information and registration.

Happening #59 - March 8-10,
Chanco on the James. A Christian
renewal program designed for youth
in grades 10-12. The focal point of
the weekend is learning and
experiencing the love of Christ. Go to
diosova.org/youth for more
information and registration.

Young Adults Conference December 1, 12 to 5 p.m., St. John’s,
Hampton. All young adults (20s and
30s) are invited to attend. Conference
features a special Advent Eucharist
and programs by: Bishop Hollerith;
Jason Sierra, Young Adult Ministries
Officer of the Episcopal Church; and
the Young Adults Commission of
Southern Virginia. Lunch provided.
Optional happy hour and dinner to
follow. Go to diosova.org to register.

121st Annual Council - February
15-16, Williamsburg Lodge
Convention Center.

Blackstone Weekend - March 2224, VUMAC in Blackstone. For youth
grades 8-12. Go to diosova.org/youth
for more information and registration.

Get More News From Around Our Diocese!
Follow us on:
Facebook (facebook.com/diosova)
and Twitter (@Diosova)

Sign up for our
weekly eNews at
our website,
www.diosova.org
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