
 
UPCOMING	EVENTS	AT	VTS:	OCTOBER	2021	

Connect with us and access our offerings! To register for a program, class or webinar, visit the VTS 
Eventbrite webpage. To hear of new offerings, subscribe to the Continuing Education monthly news-
letter and follow Lifelong Learning on Facebook. And, browse the Lifelong Learning YouTube 
channel for recordings of past events. Upcoming events include:  

October 5 | Building Faith Basics: Intergenerational Ministry 101  
3:00-4:00 p.m (ET) via Zoom, $40-$70  
Click here to register.   
 In this live Zoom meeting, Liz Perraud of GenOn Ministries and Sarah Bentley Allred (VTS ’19) will 
discuss the basics of intergenerational ministry and Christian formation. While the first half of this 
event will be a presentation, the second half will be an open Q&A session with Sarah and Liz. Please 
note, this is a live event. A recording will not be available to registrants.  
  
October 6 through April 6 | May She Flourish: Research-Based Tools for Women in Ministry 
Webinar Series  
First Wednesdays afternoons from 3:00-4:00 p.m. (ET) via Zoom, $10-$99  
Click here to register.   
This webinar series of conversations for women in ministry is grounded in research from Wellbeing at 
Work on the experience of women clergy. In each webinar, the lead researcher from the Flourishing in 
Ministry project will guide discussions with select women in church leadership on a broad range of 
topics affecting women in ministry such job searches; (im)perfection and self-doubt; keys to authentic-
ity; #ThisIsWhatAPastorLooksLike; everyday sexism and creating a wellbeing toolkit. Subscribers to 
the series may also join small discussion cohorts providing safe space for conversation and questions, 
moderated by trained mentors.   
  
October 7 through October 28 | Deepening the Spirituality in Our Parishes   
Four Thursday afternoons, 3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. (ET) via Zoom, $80-$100  
Click here to register.   
In 1971 Karl Rahner wrote, “The devout Christian of the future will either be a ‘mystic,’ one who has 
‘experienced’ something, or he will cease to be anything at all.” If Rahner’s words still hold true fifty 
years later, then the church leader must develop the spirituality of their congregants. In this course, par-
ticipants will discuss how leaders can strengthen the spiritual vitality of their congregations, explore 
the limits and possibilities of congregational spiritual development, evaluate spiritual direction meth-
ods for use in parishes and develop thoughtful, biblically supported tools that can be immediately im-
plemented in various ministry contexts.   
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October 8 through May 13 | Faith in the Future Talks  
Released in three parts on Fridays, 10/8/21, 1/14/22, and 5/13/22 just after midnight, $0-$30  
Click here to register.   
What is the church of the future? Will church – as we know it – even exist? Author and noted futurist 
Bob Johansen, a distinguished fellow with the Institute for the Future, will join a small audience from 
around the church to look at current trends, future trends, possible disruptions, and why a new way of 
thinking is required for leaders of the church. Rather than seeing a fearful future, we should embrace it 
as an opportunity for new spectrums of meaning-making. It will be a fascinating, yet practical, conver-
sation. Register now for this three-part conversation where each conversation is released to you period-
ically.  
  
October 14 | Creating Private Social Networks for Faith Communities  
3:00-4:00 p.m. (ET) via Zoom, $0-$20  
Click here to register.   
Are you ready to ditch the one-size-fits-all social network platforms? Have you considered using a cus-
tomizable private social network platform for your faith community? Join Matthew David Morris, 
“Mother Superior” for The Chapel, a private social network and online chapel founded by Nadia Bolz-
Weber, in conversation with Keith Anderson, associate for digital content for Lifelong Learning at Vir-
ginia Theological Seminary, on how to use customizable private social networks for building your 
unique digital community within your context.  
  
October 21 through 22 | Symposium on the Spirituality of Children with Keynote Speaker 
Jerome Berryman 
Thursday and Friday afternoons, 1-5 p.m. (ET) via Zoom, $75-90.   
Click here to register.  
This online event will cover the latest research in the field of children’s spirituality. The symposium 
will include a keynote address by Jerome Berryman (the founder of Godly Play), “Becoming Real: A 
Theology of Childhood,” as well as paper presentations from scholars and practitioners and guided re-
flection time. Participants will receive recordings of the sessions after the event. We also anticipate 
publishing the papers presented in a volume through VTS Press, the Seminary’s in-house publishing 
arm.  
  
October 28-November 18 | Jesus and the Qur’an: An Entry Point for Interfaith Dialogue  
Four Thursday evenings, 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. (ET) via Zoom, $80-$100  
Click here to register.   
Jesus plays a central role in the Islamic tradition and offers a rich entry point into Christian-Muslim 
dialogue. Zeyneb Sayilgan, Ph.D., will lead this study of the person and mission of Jesus as presented 
in Muslim sacred scripture – the Qur’an. Students will assess the Qur’an’s significance for Muslim 
faith and practice, examine Qur’anic passages related to Jesus, and reflect on the role and importance 
of Mary, Jesus’ mother as outlined in the Qur’an. Along the way, students will analyze how Muslim 
Qur’an commentators have interpreted the Qur’anic content related to Jesus and Mary while discussing 
useful and interesting ways to engage in interreligious dialogue today.  
  
Lifelong Learning’s Weekly Open Office Hours 
Have questions? Need a sounding board? Drop in our open office hours!  
Thursday afternoons from 1 to 2:30 p.m. (ET). Click here to register.
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