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Hurricane Irma Report  
Building and Grounds Team 

 

The Building and Grounds Team would like to summarize the 
damage the church incurred from Hurricane Irma. On Septem-
ber 10, 2017 Naples received a direct hit from Irma, a Category 
4 storm.  The church had not been constructed the last time any 
storms of this magnitude and size hit.  Vanderbilt was originally 
built before any hurricane construction standards existed, so we 
were very concerned about our church and its 150 foot steeple, 
not to mention the potential damage to our new Lively-Fulcher 
organ, remodeled Sanctuary and enlarged Narthex. 
Upon first inspection we found we were very lucky and blessed 
to have sustained only a small amount of damage.  We had 
some water intrusion in doorways from the high winds blowing 
in the rain.  The water caused no permanent damage.  In the 
Pastor’s study, we experienced a leak above the ceiling due to 
an old window.  We also lost over 30 trees on our property. Our 
fine staff has spent many hours working to clean up and make 
our church and grounds like new.  We are exercising caution 
and still accessing the building and grounds for any other dam-
ages. Please keep in mind that some damages will present itself 
at a later time. 
The best news; the organ, Sanctuary and Narthex did not re-
ceive any damage! They will soon be ready for our enjoyment.  
Office and preschool operations are all back to normal.   
We would like to give another “LARGE THANK YOU” to all of 
those that have helped with the clean-up. 



The Church Has Power! 
Bob Sheldon, Interim Pastor 

Sermon the Sunday after Hurricane Irma 
September 17, 2017 

 
We have no power. Many of us are still without power—no electricity or anything that depends 
on electricity. No phones, no internet, no air conditioning, no refrigeration…a long list of “no’s.” As 
the week has progressed, some of us have had some of these modern “necessities” restored, and 
we will all no doubt be telling stories to one another about our hardships and how we survived. But 
today is not that day—today is the day without power.   
 
We don’t know how to live without power. Many of you will remember how in a sermon a 
couple months ago, I confessed that I am terrified of hurricanes—and now we all know why! I have 
no point of reference for living with hurricanes—or the power outages that inevitably seem to 
follow. Our freezer was full of food, our refrigerator was full of food—so we now have an empty 
refrigerator and a good supply of items of short-lived usefulness. Things that just one day ago 
brought security and expectation now represent loss and burden, as I scramble to salvage some of 
my formerly-valuable-but-now-obviously-perishable possessions. I hate to make mistakes—and 
having that much frozen food feels pretty foolish right now. 
 
We don’t like living without power. Not only is it inconvenient and time-consuming, it 
challenges the image of myself I have honed for many years. When things are “normal,” I consider 
myself to be a contributor to the common good—someone who gives more than he takes, who 
tries not to be a burden on others. Yet today I realize that after a hurricane I must rely on others—
on their experience, on the preparations their experience has taught them—and that I am indeed a 
burden on my neighbors and friends. I am not carrying my weight, but must be carried along. 
 
Along the way, we found a new sense—and source—of power. My neighbors and friends 
have come to our rescue. Our friends and neighbors made room in their lives for some of our food 
and our fears, others shared light, and all shared news of the larger community and stories of their 
own early hurricane blunders—which soothed my embarrassment and made me laugh at them and 
me. These new friends became dear friends. 
 
The church has power.  On Tuesday afternoon, Ginger and I got our power back, so I went 
to check the church—and discovered that the lights were on! The church has power! It was cool 
and refreshing; there was communication and communion; there was light.   
 
The church will always have power. Hurricanes are a real part of living in Florida. This is a 
fact of life. And neighbors, friends and adversaries will come together to clean up afterwards. I 
hope that we will remember the sense of insecurity and frustration we are feeling right now, and 
that this memory will make us more sympathetic of people who experience these feelings on a 
regular basis. I also hope that the helpfulness of neighbors will inform our life together when the 
skies turn blue and life returns to “normal,” so that we may repay them by helping others. I am 
grateful and will prepare for the next time. I suppose this is where the power surges. 
 
We are all in this together! 
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Preparing to Worship in Our New Sanctuary 
 

As we prepare to move into our beautiful, new sanctuary, we will be adjusting our Sunday worship 
schedule. We will begin worshipping in the new sanctuary on October 22—just three weeks from 
now! To bring our congregation together during this exciting time, we will discontinue the 8:00am 
service on October 8, when we will have a nice dissolution service to celebrate this service and 
those who have attended. On October 15, we will have one service at 9:30am in the Fellowship 
Hall, led by the Reverend Fred Schultz . Then we all will move into the sanctuary on October 22—
finally! The first two Sundays—October 22 and 29—will be “shake down cruises,” in which we 
learn to operate and adjust to the new space. Our first “official” Sunday in the sanctuary will be No-
vember 5, with one service on 9:30am. On November 5, we will celebrate communion, share a 
time of commitment and dedication. And don’t forget that immediately following this service on No-
vember 5 will be a called congregational meeting to elect our new Pastor Nominating Committee. 
This will followed by a session-sponsored luncheon in the Fellowship Hall—that’s right, we’ll have 
a fellowship hall again, too—and a time of small-group discussions on our future together. The 
next few weeks will be an exciting time to be part of our church family. It’s coming quickly! 
 
We’re all in this together, 
 

 

Keeping faith in difficult times 
November 10th @ 10am 
An Interactive Workshop sponsored 
by the Wholistic Health Ministry Team 
Rev. Jeffrey A. Geary was born and 
raised in the suburbs of Chicago. He 
studied sociology and philosophy at 
Millikin University (one of our Presby-
terian colleges), Christian Social Eth-
ics at Princeton Theological Seminary, 
and is ABD in medieval history at 
SUNY Stony Brook. He is the Senior 
Pastor at White Plains Presbyterian 
Church, a multi-racial, multi-national 
congregation north of New York City. 
He is also a Fellow with GreenFaith: 
Interfaith Partners for the Environ-
ment, working on a theology of re-
placement. Jeff is the husband of The 
Rev. Noelle Damico and father of Au-
gust Xavier. He is an avid reader, rock 
climber, long distance hiker and drink-
er of Fair Trade 
coffee.  
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IT’S A MATCH! 
Matching is an important part of what Stephen Ministry is all about. Those who are interested in 
serving are matched with the best job for them. Those who need care are matched with the best 
caregiver for them. Find out whether Stephen Ministry is a match for you by contacting one of our 
Stephen Ministry Leaders: Twila Rowe at 239-455-6758 (twilarowe@aol.com) or Kay Beernink at  
239-596-2061 (leskaybee@aol.com) for more information. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S CIRCLE STUDY 
“CLOUD OF WITNESSES - The Community of Christ in Hebrews” by 
Melissa Bane Sevier, is going to be our study for 2017-2018.  
Our first meeting will be Wednesday, October 4.  
The Ruth Circle and the Seekers Circle will meet at 9:30 am in Harp Hall. The 
Rachel Circle will meet at 12:45 p.m. in the Conference Room. Any 
questions, please call Karen. Hope to see you on Oct. 4th. 
Karen Schulz, Circle Coordinator - 239-353-7380 

SPONSOR A NEW TABLE FOR FELLOWSHIP HALL 
VPC is anxious to use our Fellowship Hall again for Sunday morning fellowship time, dinners, 
round table discussions once we resume worship in the sanctuary. If you would like to donate 
funds towards the purchase, please do so by cash or check to VPC, with the note “tables” in the 
memo. Jo Miles will also be taking names & money on Sunday mornings or you can call VPC 
during the week and give us your information. Fellowship Hall can hold a total of 24-26 tables. The 
cost per table is $100.00 

Welcome Back to sunny Naples, all you readers!!  Book 
Club is starting again on Monday, October 16!! Hope your 
summer left some time for reading “A Piece of the World” 
by Christina Baker Kline. If not, time to get the book, read it 
and join us, every third Monday at 1:30pm for Vanderbilt 
Book Club. Great to have you back! Peggy Landon 

HURRICANE VICTIMS ASSISTANCE 
We continue to pray for the victims of Hurricane Harvey, Irma and Maria  and for 
those laboring tirelessly to help them. We hope that all of you and your families are safe and your 
home hopefully unaffected. We are so proud to announce that VPC has donated, so far, over 
$8,000 to the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to help those who have not been as fortunate. 
Your contribution have made a big difference in the lives of those so tragically affected. Thank you 
and God bless you all! 

VANDEREADERS 
Our first meeting will be Tuesday, October 10th, 3pm to 5pm. Remember that we are always look-
ing for new people and experience is NOT necessary. You just need a desire to share your voice 
in service to our Lord and have a great deal of enjoyment doing it! If you are interested in learning 
more about VandeReaders, or have a suggestion for a program, contact Sue VanFossen at 
susievf@gmail.com or 239-961-7477  
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Upcoming  
“Wholistic Health” 

Programs 
 

Nov 10: Faith through difficult              
              times.  
Jan 12: John of God  
Feb 9: Healthy hearts   
Mar 9: Moving for health -   
            Interactive program 
Apr 13: Making "scents" of the  
             dementia world 

Misión Peniel Needs Our Help 
 

I’m sure you have heard so many stories about the issues and trou-
bles following Hurricane Irma—near and far to us. Our Presbytery’s 
Misión Peniel in Immokalee is hard at work helping those who have 
been impacted. Many in Immokalee are still without power and also 
have no water, and some even lost everything as the destructive 
winds destroyed their dwellings. They simply do not have the means 
to recover without assistance from others. 
Misión Peniel’s goal is to address the injustice issues related to the migrant farm worker communi-
ty, but now they are helping anyone in Immokalee who is suffering following the destructive storm 
we all experienced. How can you help Misión Peniel help those in need?  There are two very easy 
and meaningful ways you can contribute: first, you can donate non-perishable food. The most criti-
cal items in needed are: Canned tuna and chicken, Canned vegetables, Peanut Butter, Oatmeal, 
Rice, Beans , Pasta, Macaroni and Cheese boxes, Tomato Sauce, Cereals, Breakfast Granola 
Bars, essentially anything healthy that will not spoil in the heat… Oh, and also let’s not for-
get…..bottled water! Simply bring these items to the church labeled “Peniel” and we will be sure 
they get delivered to Immokalee.  
There’s another rewarding way to help. You can volunteer to serve at Vanderbilt’s next scheduled 
serve date at Misión Peniel which is on Friday, October 6. Ask anyone who has served in the past: 
this is a heartwarming experience to help organize and distribute non-perishable food, a hot meal, 
clothing, diapers and other necessities to those who are in need. You work inside the community 
and interact with those you serve. And believe me—the smiles you will receive will stay with you 
for a lifetime! 
We leave on the church bus at 1:00 and return about 7:00. If you’re interested, please see Karen 
Chappler or Pete Rodino, and we will give you more details. More information about this opportuni-
ty will also be in the Sunday bulletin over the next few Sundays. 
On behalf of your Missions Ministry Team and the Presbytery Misión Peniel Planning Team, we 
thank you for your support during this difficult time.  
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VPC Youth Group 
We are a high school-age youth group that puts our faith into 
action every day by daring to be real, showing acceptance 
and support, leading with courage, and acting for justice. 
After all, what is religion for if it isn’t about changing your 
life—and changing the world—for the better? VPC Youth 
Group meets on Sunday evenings from 5:00 pm  to 7:00 pm.  
Meetings include dinner, fellowship, and hopefully some 
inspiration to take into the week ahead with them.  Some of our Special dates are: Nov. 18 ~ 
Cookie Bake / Nov. 19 ~ Bake Sale / Dec. 8/9 ~ Christmas Lock-in / Dec. 22 ~ Gift Delivery to 

Upcoming Events 
Holiday Drop and Shop 
Leave you tots with us while you get 
some much needed time to your self 
this holiday season! December 16th,  
10:00am to 3:00pm, ages 3 and up - 
$10.00 per child per hour. Sibling dis-
count offered.  

Welcome to “PARENTS NIGHT 
OUT” for children ages 3 and 
up!  PNO is run by our High 
School Youth Group,  and su-
pervised by Amanda Rowe.  All 
of our teens have babysitter 
training, and much experience 
with child care. Every month we 
offer a different themed “PNO”  
to keep it “Fresh and Fun”! The 
cost is $15.00 per child and 
runs from 6 pm to 9 pm. The 
cost includes dinner, movie, 
crafts and games. RSVP and 
payment are mandatory by 
the Wednesday Before PNO. 
Our upcoming PNO dates are: 
October 21st & November 18th. 
All proceeds go towards Stu-
dent Scholarships. 

If you have any questions or would 
like more information related to any 
of the above programs, please con-
tact Amanda Rowe, Director of Stu-
dent Ministries, at: 
arowe@vpcnaples.org or  
239/597-5410 ext. 311. 
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