
Nominees for Elder – Class of 2020: 
 

CAROL SCHWIERS 
Carol was born and raised in MI. She has a B.A. in elementary education and a master’s degree in 
guidance and counseling. Her teaching career spanned over 31 years. Carol started life as a Roman 
Catholic, later was a Methodist, and for the last 40 years has been a Presbyterian. In Canton, MI she 
was a founding elder at Geneva Presbyterian Church. Carol moved to FL full-time in 2005. At Vander-
bilt she has been a member of Friends in Faith, served as a Deacon—running the financial assistance 
program, has been a member of the Evangelism and Membership Team, and served as a Stephen 
Minister and Stephen Leader. Carol and her husband, Pete, have helped find shepherds/mentors for 
new members at VPC. Her other activities include volunteering at the hospital and helping patients at 
Avow Hospice. 
 
 

Nominees for Elder – Class of 2021: 
 
FINLEY LEE 
Finley spent early years in Charlotte, North Carolina. Married to Jean after college, they spent several 
years in graduate school and the military. They ultimately relocated in Chapel Hill where they raised 
their 3 boys. During that time, Finley worked at the University of North Carolina, as faculty staff, until 
he retired in 1995 and came to Florida shortly thereafter. 
Finley grew up in the Presbyterian Church and while in Chapel Hill, he and Jean attended the Univer-
sity Methodist Church and served on the Administrative Board. Later in Naples, Finley and Jean at-
tended the Congregational Church where he served as Deacon, Trustee and Moderator. 
 

GERALD J. LEFEBVRE   
Gerald have been involved in real estate sales since relocating to Naples from Connecticut in 2001. He 
and his wife Susan became members of Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church in early 2009 and were mar-
ried in the church later that year. They have two children, Ayden and Abbie, enjoy family time, work-
ing in the yard and watching the kids play sports. 
 

CAROLYN MAGARRO 
Carolyn was born and raised in Bergen County, NJ, where she was confirmed into membership at Zi-
on Lutheran Church, a Missouri Synod congregation, in Westwood, NJ.  She and her husband, Tom, 
(who died in 2011) married there in 1980.  She graduated from Fairleigh Dickenson University in NJ. 

VANDERBILT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH * 2018 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 



After retiring as an assistant corporate officer from a Fortune 100 multinational company in May 
1977, she and Tom moved to Naples and joined VPC in October of that year.  Carolyn was one of 
VPC’s original Stephen Ministry Leaders, helping to form this ministry at VPC with Rev. Dr. Tom 
Harp in 1999.  She was elected and commissioned an Elder in 1998 and began serving her first of 
four terms in  1999. She was also elected Clerk of Session and served as such from June 1, 2000 until 
January 31, 2016.  She presently serves as the administrative coordinator of the Stephen Ministry 
Leadership Team, member of the Personnel Ministry Team, the PNC and an usher.  
 

JUDY PEABODY 
Judy was baptized and raised in the United Methodist Church in Rochester, MN. After college, she 
taught elementary school and worked in Sales and Human Resources for Sears. During those years, 
she remained a Methodist singing in church choirs and become a Stephen Minister at Richfield Unit-
ed Methodist Church. Moving to Naples, she joined VPC in January 1999 where she’s been singing 
with the choir since 1998. In addition to choir,  she was a Deacon serving Holy Communion to VPC 
shut-ins, a member of the Visitation Committee and Bereavement Committee Chairperson. 
 

APRIL ROYAN 
April is originally from Illinois, is an Audiologist and owner of Decibels Audiology in Naples.  She re-
ceived a Bachelor of Arts in Audiology from Illinois State University and a Master of Science in Audi-
ology from the University of Illinois.  April and her husband, Mark, and their 2 sons, Andrew and 
Max, have attended VPC since 2015.  They came to VPC through the Learning Center, which their 
sons attended.  In her personal time, April and her family enjoy traveling the country in their RV and 
chronicling their adventures on their travel blog. 
 

MIKE SMITH 
Mike was ordained an Elder in 1969, and served on Sessions at two Presbyterian Churches in New 
Jersey.  He spent most of his adult life living and working in Asia.  While there he attended churches 
of many Protestant denominations in several countries.  Mike and his wife, Regina, have been mar-
ried for 50 years.  They have 2 sons and 4 grandchildren living in Seattle and in London.  Mike and 
Reggie retired to Naples and joined VPC in 2013.  Mike is a past chair of our Mission Ministry Team. 
 

 
Nominees for Deacon – Class of 2021: 

 
 

STERLING DESORCY  
Sterling has been a member of Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church for about 19 years.  He and his wife 
Cheryl have three children, all baptized and raised at VPC. His experience at Vanderbilt Presbyterian 
Church includes being a Middle School Youth Group leader with Jill Peterson for three years.  He 
was also one of the Middle School Sunday teachers and Confirmation leaders during the same time.  
His wife, Cheryl, is a member of the church as well. He often assisted her with events like Trunk or 
Treat, the Advent Fair and Heifer. He looks forward to serving in his new capacity as a Deacon! 
 

LARISSA GIBSON 
Larissa and her husband, David, joined VPC in 2017, transferring from 1st Presbyterian Church in 
Caldwell, NJ.  Larissa has been an active Presbyterian for most of her life.  Her vocation was school 
social work, where she worked on child study teams and on educational evaluation as well as in 
counseling.  She has 2 daughters and 4 grandchildren, and enjoys gardening, cooking, reading, yoga, 
music, and being with family. 



JEAN LEE  
Jaen spent most of her adult life in North Carolina as a chemist, but retired early to be a full time 
mother. She and her husband Finley raised three children, all boys, and they have two grandchildren. 
Jean and her husband arrived in Florida in 1996 and after spending summers in North Carolina for 
ten years, they moved to Naples permanently. A life-long Protestant, she is now pleased to be a mem-
ber and serve Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church. 
 

GAYLE NELSON 
A graduate of the University of North Dakota, Gayle came to Florida via Oklahoma 15 years ago with 
one suitcase and a job offer as Vice President of Administration for a business consulting firm.  After 
ten years she retired, and is now a licensed Community Association Manager in Bonita 
Springs.  Gayle serves on the Membership and Evangelism Committee, and can be seen on a regular 
basis Sunday mornings at the Visitors' Cart. 
 

JONAS ROCKHOLD 
Jonas was born in Ohio, but moved to Naples in 1998.  He graduated from Miami of Ohio with a BS 
degree and from FGCU with his Med, EdS, and EdD (doctorate in education).  Jonas is a math teach-
er, student government advisor, and assistant athletic director at Gulf Coast High School.  He and his 
wife, Christine, have attended VPC since 2015. 
 

TODD TRUAX 
Todd is a graduate of The Ohio State University Fisher College of Business and received a Masters in 
Social Service Administration from Case Western Reserve University’s Mandel School of Applied So-
cial Sciences.  Todd’s career has been as a Nursing Home Administrator and Executive Director.  He 
has attended VPC since 2008, and he and his wife, Gina, have 2 children, Jay and Marion.  Todd’s 
community service involvement includes Habitat for Humanity, The Boy Scouts of America, and Na-
ples High School’s Academic Booster Club. 
 

MARIE WALTON 
Marie and her husband Lake moved to Naples in 1999 from Annapolis, Maryland and reside in Olde 
Cypress.   The weather is the reason for moving to Florida, but the beauty and friendly atmosphere is 
why they settled in Naples.  They have two sons and two grandsons.  Always an Episcopalian, Marie 
and Lake visited almost every church of every denomination for several years, until they decided on 
VPC, mostly due to everyone who has so kindly welcomed them. Currently teaching Sunday School 
for the 4th, 5th and 6th grades, Marie has been a realtor for many years and she is still active in that 
profession. 
 

 

 

Nominee for Youth Deacon – One Year Term: 2018-2019 
 

ZACK WOODRING 
Zach is the son of Jackie and Steve Woodring, VPC members since 2007.  He is a Junior at Naples 
High School, where he is active in Student Government Association, Junior State of America, and Na-
ples High School Varsity Lacrosse team.  Additionally, Zach is a committed member of the VPC Youth 
Group, has participated in several state-level leadership programs, and has a wealth-management in-
ternship. 
 

 
 
 



Please plan to join us for our Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, March 4, 2018 at 10:30am.    
Vanderbilt Presbyterian Church, Naples, FL  

For the Congregational Nominating Committee 
Members-At-Large from the Congregation 

 
JO RIST (second year) 
Jo was born in Phoenix, AZ, but grew up in Clearwater, FL where she met and married her husband, 
John. She is a graduate of Western Connecticut State University with a degree in Social Science/
Social Welfare. She and John retired to Bonita Springs in 1994, and joined Vanderbilt that same 
year.  They now reside in Naples.  They have two adult children, and their daughter and grandsons—
Leslie, Andrew, and Thomas Loughran—are also members of VPC. Jo is a lifelong Presbyterian, and 
has been active in this church as an Elder and member of Session, as chair of Mission and Steward-
ship, as a member of the Visioning Team, and is currently serving on the Congregational Nominating 
Committee. 

PRISCILLA KUTLER 
Priscilla and her husband, Steve, have been members of VPC since 2004 then they became perma-
nent residents of Naples. They came to Florida from Bedford, NY, where they were active in their 
Presbyterian church for 36 years. Priscilla has been key in decorating VPC for Christmas for many 
years, and has been active in the women’s association, Bible study, Weekend Power Pack Program, 
Friends in Faith, and for the past 6 years has been a member and Team Leader of our Evangelism 
and Membership Team. She is presently organizing the new all-church photo directory.  Priscilla and 
Steve have been married for 55 years. 

MARK ROYAN 
Mark is originally from Homestead, FL, has lived in Naples since 1986, and remembers when Im-
mokalee Road was just a road to Immokalee. Mark is a proud Eagle Scout and holds a Bachelor of 
Science in Systems Analysis from the University of Miami.  He started his first business when he was 
just 16, building computers for local businesses. His hard work paid off; in 2006 he opened a local IT 
Consulting Company that he later sold in 2012. Currently, Mark wears many hats at Decibels Audiol-
ogy, including Co-Owner (along with wife, April), Chief Financial Officer, Chief Technical Officer,   
Director of Human Resources, and Director of Keeping Everyone in Line.  In his spare time he enjoys 
cooking, running, working toward a black belt in Brazilian Jiu Jitsu, and spending time with his wife 
and his two little boys. The Royans have attended VPC since 2015.           
 

RICH YOVANOVICH 
Rich and his wife Michele have been members of VPC for approximately 18 years. Since joining VPC, 
Rich helped with getting the necessary Collier County approvals for the Learning Center. He previ-
ously served on Session and as a member of the Personnel Committee.    


