
Candle Use Guidelines in Religious Education 

In the Unitarian Universalist tradition, chalice lighting is an important religious ritual.  Each year, 

however, worship centers experience serious fires that cause damage ranging from a few 

thousand dollars to destruction costing millions of dollars due to the misuse of candles.  Upon 

investigation, three main causes of candle fires quickly jump to the forefront: 

 Candles left unattended  

 Candles too close to flammable materials  

 Candles tipping over 

Please follow these important guidelines pertaining to candle/open flame use in Religious 

Education: 

 Candles or open flames should not be used in classrooms with children in preschool and 

younger. 

o The RE staff will provide you with battery-powered tealights to use for a chalice.  

 

 If you are using a candle or open flame, please remember: 

 

o Keep candles at least 12 inches away from any items that can catch fire, such as 

clothing, books, linens, runners or curtains. 

 

o Place any lit candle or flame where it cannot be easily knocked over by others. 

 

o Keep candles free of foreign materials, such as matches and wick clippings. 

 

o Burn candles on steady, uncluttered, heat-resistant surfaces. Remember that 

candles can become hot enough to damage furniture. 

 

o Never leave a candle burning in an unoccupied room.  Teachers & advisors 

MUST ensure that any lit candles or chalices are extinguished prior to leaving the 

room. 

 

o Please return any matches or flame-starting devices to the classroom cabinet 

and out of the reach of children (if at all possible). 

 

 Any candle lit during Religious Education programming must be UNSCENTED.  Please 

do not light any scented candles, incense, etc.  The Eliot Chapel smoke detectors are 

very sensitive and the scent could trigger a false fire alarm during worship and RE 

programming (yes, this has occurred). 

 

 



Sources 

These guidelines were adopted and incorporated based on information and resources from the 

following sources: 

 American Red Cross: Candle Fires 

o http://www.redcross.org/images/MEDIA_CustomProductCatalog/m4340

090_FireCandleFactSheet.pdf 

 

 Church Mutual Insurance Company: Risk Alert for Candle Fires 

o https://www.churchmutual.com/dsp/dsp_RiskAlert.cfm?riskalertid=20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*These guidelines were reviewed on July 1, 2014 
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