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Our Mission 

Eliot Chapel, a 

Unitarian Universalist 

community, gathers 

to foster free  

religious thought, 

nurture spiritual 

growth, and act for 

social justice. 

Eliot Unitarian Chapel 

100 South Taylor Ave. 

Kirkwood, MO  

63122-4310 

314.821.0911 

Sunday Worship 

10:00 am 

 

Office Hours 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 

Sunday 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 

The Newsletter of Eliot Unitarian Chapel 

Come, Yet Again, Come 
 

“Come, Come, Whoever You Are” is a favorite hymn of 

mine, with words from the Persian mystic poet, Rumi.  But 

my enthusiasm for Eliot Chapel sometimes gets the best of 

me.  I’ll mistakenly ask, “Are you going to sign the member-

ship book now?”  I’m not trying to make you come here or 

force you to join, so forgive me.  It’s because I already think of you as part of 

our community, whether you’ve made a commitment or not, whether a regular 

or only occasional participant—even if you’ve just come here for the very  

first time. 
 

Some come to Eliot and aren’t interested; some came and were offended in 

some way.   They aren’t as enthralled by Eliot as I am—of how we try to weave 

a tapestry of love and action into the lives of those we touch.  They consider us 

a venue, or a facility—something that should be available to them when they 

need it—not when we need their service, their hope, their love, too, to build up 

our vibrant place.  They don’t consider us a spiritual community—which I do—

no matter how you define it. 
 

Many who arrive here were battered by a church that broke a vow.  After that, 

it’s hard to trust any organized religion, including ours.  They fear we will try to 

control their life, their religious practice, their beliefs.   Some carry a great  

burden, loss or wound and don’t know if they can trust us to help them heal.  

Others felt Eliot Chapel let them down at some point.  They believe we did 

break the promise of being a haven from despair. 
 

We’re not perfect, individually or collectively.  Yet again we come, and try to 

find refuge, forgiveness, acceptance —a community that holds sacred our 

spirit—and the spiritual life of all, whoever they are.  As Rumi’s poem says: 

 

Come, come whoever you are. 

Wanderer, worshipper, lover of leaving. 

It doesn’t matter. 

Ours is not a caravan of despair. 

Come, even if you have broken your vow 

a thousand times 

Come, yet again, come, come. 
 

 

From the Minister of Pastoral Care 

The Rev. Dr. Michael Hennon 

email:  mhennon@eliotchapel.org 

mailto:mhennon@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bgadon@eliotchapel.org
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Eliot Unitarian Chapel is named in honor of William Greenleaf Eliot (1811–1887),  

founder of Washington University, who brought Unitarianism and  

a progressive civic spirit to the American West. 

In Sympathy      

Our condolences to Eliot families who have lost loved ones recently: 
 

 Ted Lau and family.  Ted's mother, Mary Lau, died peacefully after 
a long illness on July 21, at the age of 91.   

You’re invited to  
Celebrate A New Chapter 

at our Ingathering Sunday, 
bringing the generations together! 

 
 
 

 

Sunday, Sept. 7 
12:00-3:00 pm at Eliot 

 
Don’t miss toe-tapping music provided by a DJ, line 
dancing led by Rev. Barbara and Robert Gadon and 
more! Please sign up on the bulletin board in the hall-
way between the Sanctuary and Adams Hall to bring a 
dish to share and a cake for the cakewalk.  
 

Watch Eliot communications for more information. 

Congratulations to the Hahne family on the birth of  

Audyn Munro Hahne, born July 6,  

weighing in at 7 pounds, 13 ounces. 

 

Our best wishes go out to the family -  

parents Jamie and Jake and big sisters Kenadei and Raigen.  
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email:  socialjustice@eliotchapel.org 

Our shared offering in August supports the efforts of   

KirkCare in helping our neighbors in need.  KirkCare is a 

non-profit organization formed by the Kirkwood Minis-

terial Alliance to help the needy who live within the 

boundary of the Kirkwood R-7 school district.  
 

KirkCare offers the following services: 

 Assistance with utility bills 

 Rent assistance 

 Helps R-7 school district purchase school supplies 

 Helps SPROG provide its summer program 

 Distributes Christmas food and gift boxes to families 
 

“Remembering James Reeb” Film Series 
The Social Justice teams at Eliot are hosting a film series 
throughout the new church year, beginning with Mississippi 
Burning on Friday, Sept. 19, at 7:00 pm in Adams Hall. Our 
“Remembering James Reeb Film Series” honors the legacy of 
slain Unitarian-Universalist minister James Reeb, who had answered the call from Martin Luther King and 
James Abernathy to march from Selma to Montgomery 50 years ago next spring, in protest of escalating  
violence against voting rights workers. 
 

This summer of 2014 marks the 50-year anniversary of “Freedom Summer,” a project organized by several civil 
rights organizations primarily to increase voter registration in Mississippi. Over 90% of African-Americans eligi-
ble to vote in Mississippi were not registered due to the state’s history of intimidation and violence against its 
black citizens. Three young civil rights workers, James Chaney, Michael Schwerner, and Andrew Goodman, 
were killed that summer for their efforts. “Mississippi Burning” was the FBI’s code name for its investigation 
of these murders. The film follows their story and is considered largely accurate with some embellishment. 
 

Voting rights are still under attack in many of our 50 states. Both the Racial Justice and Economic Justice 
teams will focus on voter registration drives before the November 4th general election and support ‘Get Out 
To Vote’ efforts on election day.  We will also provide material on two proposed amendments to the  
Missouri Constitution, both affecting access to the ballot box.  The Social Justice teams also anticipate  
proposed legislation in the Missouri General Assembly intending to expand or narrow voting rights, regardless 
of the constitutional amendments. We will monitor the legislation and seek to inform and engage the congre-
gation appropriately. 
 

Please join us for the kick-off of the “Remembering James Reeb Film Series”  on September 19th at 7:00 pm. 
~Tim Gardner  

for the Racial Justice Team 

In June KirkCare provided assistance to over 100 

families. During the summer months when school 

lunches are not provided, many schoolchildren are 

fed by food pantries like KirkCare.  Please give 

generously. 
 

 

During June Eliot Chapel  

raised $1,275 for the  

SouthSide Early Childhood Center. 

Eliot Continues Fight Against Hunger with KirkCare Support in August 

Eliot’s Social Justice teams remind everyone that the August 5 primary election is an excellent 

time to use our precious right to vote.  The August 5 ballot has five proposed constitutional 

amendments to the Missouri Constitution as well as state and federal candidate elections. The 

constitutional amendments relate to farming/foods, gun rights, sales tax/transportation, gaming/

veterans and privacy/electronic communication, and will impact the laws that govern these  

important areas for the foreseeable future.  For excellent information about these issues and 

others on the ballot, visit the League of Women Voters/St. Louis Post Dispatch Voters Guide at 

http://votersguide.stltoday.com/build.do. 

mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
http://votersguide.stltoday.com/build.do
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In Touch with RE                              

Hoot, Hoot: The OWLs are Coming 
Get ready for the OWLs return, and sooner than ever before.  This fall, the Our Whole 

Lives (OWL) program for youth entering 4th-6th grade will be offered for the first time. Our 

Whole Lives is a series of sexuality education curricula containing age-appropriate informa-

tion in six subject areas: human development, relationships, personal skills, sexual behavior, 

sexual health, and society and culture.  The program helps participants make informed and 

responsible decisions about their sexual health and behavior.  You can learn more about 

this program at http://www.uua.org/re/owl/index.shtml. 
 

Parents interested in learning more about this program, or who wish for their youth to 

participate, must attend the Parent Orientation on Sunday, Sept. 14 from 1:00-2:30 pm.  OWL will begin in 

early October and conclude by mid-November.  A special thanks to Caroline Day, Rachel Spann, and  

Jeremy Patterson for facilitating this program. 
 

It is anticipated that the Our Whole Lives program for 7th-9th grade 

youth will be offered next spring (January-May of 2015).  For more 

information about Our Whole Lives, please contact Scott Stewart at 

children@eliotchapel.org. 

Scott Stewart, 

 Director of Religious Education 

 
email:  children@eliotchapel.org 

The 2014-15  
Religious Education  program year  

begins Sunday, Sept. 7. 

These are the questions that film producer/director Tom Shadyac explores in his  
86-minute documentary, I AM.   Shadyac chronicled his own search for meaning and 
focus in this entertaining and provocative film, which includes interviews with David 
Suzuki, Noam Chomsky, Howard Zinn, Desmond Tutu, and others.  
 

The Positive Psychology covenant group invites all Eliot members and friends, 
high school age thru adults (junior high and younger with a parent present), to view 
the film. After viewing I AM, we will discuss these key questions in areas including: 
our personal growth, values, and goals; our relationships; our world community; and 
our Eliot community.   
 

A light lunch will be provided, including meat and vegetarian sub sandwiches, fruit, 
snacks, dessert, iced tea, water, and lemonade. You may also bring your own lunch.  
A $4 donation per lunch is requested.  Sign up on the bulletin board in the  
hallway between the Sanctuary and Adams Hall or online at  
http://www.eliotchapel.org/covenant_groups.  
Questions?  Email positivepsychology@eliotchapel.org.  

Sunday,  

August 24 
 

11:45 am to 

2:15 pm 
 

Adams Hall 
 

Childcare  

available 

As a community service effort, we are collecting supplies that day for the Cancer  

Support Community of Greater St. Louis, which provides multiple, ongoing, free services 

to cancer patients and their families, funded solely by donations and fund-raising.  

Requested items include: copy paper, toilet paper, paper towels, tea bags, 8 oz. paper 

coffee cups, Coffee Mate Creamer, Kleenex, and dishwasher soap tablets. 

http://www.uua.org/re/owl/index.shtml
mailto:children@eliotchapel.org
mailto:children@eliotchapel.org
http://www.eliotchapel.org/covenant_groups
mailto:positivepsychology@eliotchapel.org
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Music Notes 
Choir News 
Leon Burke and Jan are back from their 

summer excursions with lots of new musi-

cal ideas for Eliot! If you have a voice in the 

tenor or bass range you get to try out a 

new piece in a “Y’all come/walk-in” choir 

with Leon on August 10.  Just meet in the 

Music Room at 8:30 that morning (coffee provided) to learn 

Leonard Cohen’s “Hallelujah” and sing it in the 10:00 am  

service that day. No previous choir membership required.  But 

if you do plan to sing, please let Leon know by signing up in 

the hallway between the Sanctuary and Adams Hall or by contacting him at choir@eliotchapel.org.   

 

Choir Retreat for All Adult Singers 
Mark your calendars - all adult choir singers of ALL Eliot groups are required to attend the choir retreat on  

Saturday, Sept. 6 from 10:00 am to 12 noon at Eliot.  During these two hours, we will lay the groundwork for 

a new year by bonding with each other over fun stuff, forming a choir covenant, electing leaders, and learning 

what’s new and what’s planned.  Then we will break for lunch in Adams Hall from noon to 1:00; sandwiches will 

be provided, with potluck sides, salads and desserts.  
 

First rehearsals for choir groups:  
Women’s Chorale: Wednesday, Sept. 3 at 7:30 pm in the Music Room 

Eliot Choir:  Saturday, Sept. 6 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm in the Music Room 

Eliot Chapel Singers: take home schedule and music Saturday, Sept. 6 

Children’s Chalice Choir: Sunday, Sept. 14 from 10:35 to 10:55 am in the Music Room 
 

More to come! For specific questions contact  Jan Chamberlin, Music Director, at music@eliotchapel.org. 

email:  music@eliotchapel.org 

Camping with your family, a rustic reunion with college friends, a trip alone into  
nature to reconnect with yourself or with your spirit. Summer is the ideal time to find 
these opportunities at Bergfried. Our 650 acres in the hills of Gasconade County are 
yours for overnight adventures and day trips alike. Pitch a tent in the meadow or stay 
in the climate-controlled cottage. Just make your arrangements by calling the Eliot 
church office at 314-821-0911 or sending an email to bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org.  
 

Our next community event, sponsored by the Bergfried Team, will be a day trip on Saturday, Aug. 23. A 
guided hike or two will be offered, but feel free to come out and do your own thing or do nothing! Bring sturdy 
shoes and provisions for the day. Meet at Bergfried at 11:00 am. RSVP by emailing  
bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org (use this email also to request directions and general information). 
 

SAVE THE DATE:  The third annual Autumn Women's Weekend at Bergfried will be September 26-28. 
Come on out for camping and connection.  Eliot and regional UU women are invited to spend the weekend at 
our beautiful woodland property, only 9 miles west of Hermann, MO. Lots of tent camping spaces are available 
in the meadow around a large shelter with a central fire place.  Potable water is available at the cottage. Beds are 
available at the cottage by reservation and the screened-in porch can accommodate a few sleeping bags (pad or 
air mattress recommended).  Write to bergfriedwomen@eliotchapel.org for more information or to reserve a 
bed in the cottage. Attendees are asked to consider a $5 contribution to support this event. 
 

Look for more information on Bergfried events on the Bergfried Forever facebook page, or in the Eliot weekly 
email and Sunday orders of service.  

~Shawn Cummings for the Bergfried Team 

bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org 

Featured Musicians in August  
 

Sunday, August 3:  Ann Fessenden, bassoon  
Sunday, August 10:  Leon Burke & the “Mostly 
Men Choir”  
Sunday, August 17:  Pamela Triplett, soprano 
Sunday, August 24:  Jennifer Stewart, voice & 
flute  
Sunday, August 31:  Nancy Collis, Celtic harp  

mailto:choir@eliotchapel.org
mailto:music@eliotchapel.org
mailto:music@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedwomen@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfried@eliotchapel.org


Page 6 Greenleaves 

email:  eliotboard@eliotchapel.org 

Looking Back at GA and Gearing Up for the New Year 
 The summer has heated up, and appropriately your Board of Trustees is working hard to keep pace with 

the temperature.  I attended the General Assembly, my first, in Providence, RI at the end of June.  Several previ-

ous Eliot GA attendees advised me that it would be an impressive experience, and wow were they right! An Eliot 

contingent of Rev. Barbara, Kendra Klein-Cross, Cori Compton, Judy Highfill, Kit Klein, and Betty 

Cross lunched together on Saturday, toward the end of the assembly, and we shared observations.  We all had 

unique experiences, but we agreed that our Association has a lot to offer Eliot.  I was impressed with the depth 

of expertise and support the UUA offers those of us in governance positions.  I was also impressed and proud of 

resolutions passed with relevance to Eliot.  Two brief examples are given below.  You can browse other archived 

activities from this year’s meeting here - https://www.uua.org/ga/virtual/2014/index.shtml. 

 First, GA delegates approved a congregational study and action item on economic inequality.  The chal-

lenge is for individual congregations to study, reflect, and act on this issue over the next four years.  The UUA 

supplies materials for study.  Given this issue as an area of interest for our Social Justice Team already, it will be 

interesting to see what Eliot can add to the conversation and perhaps learn from what our sister congregations 

are doing. 

 Second, the GA passed a resolution to divest from fossil fuels and to reinvest in renewable energy.  The 

actual resolution is much more nuanced and you can read a summary here:  http://www.uua.org/news/

pressroom/pressreleases/296102.shtml.  I was extremely impressed with the due diligence done by UUA officials 

in crafting it and with the UUA Board in supporting it.  The UUA’s action dovetails nicely with work that our 

Board’s investment team is doing in the upcoming year in re-examining Eliot’s investments and how they might 

better align with Eliot’s values, mission, and ends. 

 Aside from finishing business begun last year, your Board is also busy preparing for our August retreat.  

A key agenda item at the retreat will be reflecting on the congregational survey completed in June.  We have 

been fortunate to recruit Kit Klein to help the Board process and analyze survey responses before the retreat 

(thanks, Kit!).  We are also fortunate to have governance consultant extraordinaire, Laura Park, back with us to 

facilitate our retreat and to help us reflect on the congregational survey as a tool to monitor our progress on 

our organizational goals, or Ends Statements.   Keep your eye on fall announcements, as we look forward to pub-

lishing a summary of the survey results, sharing our own thinking, and soliciting your reflections on survey data at 

that time.  As a bit of a spoiler, I will mention that preliminary analysis shows that approximately 96% of respon-

dents agreed or strongly agreed that they would recommend Eliot Chapel to an interested acquaintance.  That 

seems like about as close to consensus as UUs ever get – especially on a question that borders on UU evangel-

ism!  Congrats to all on making Eliot a community we’re proud of! 
 

Yours in service, 

Steve Mennerick, 2014-2015 Board of Trustees Chair 

Book Discussion Group Starting in September 
Twelve Steps to a Compassionate Life Book Discussion 
Starting Tuesday, Sept. 9 
7:00 - 8:30 pm in the Junior High Room 
 

The third Unitarian Universalist principle is to accept one another and  
encourage spiritual growth in our congregations. Towards this end I am  
organizing a book discussion group using Karen Armstrong’s book Twelve 
Steps to a Compassionate Life. I attended a similar group in my former UU 
church in Pennsylvania and it changed how I see the world. The group will 
meet the second Tuesday of each month and requires a monthly commitment 
as we will be reading and discussing each chapter using an established read-
ing group guide. Each chapter builds upon the previous chapter(s). This will be a closed group 
with enrollment limited to 10 people. Since this is a book group, a copy of the book is required. If 
you need to borrow a book please let me know. Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway  
between the Sanctuary and Adams Hall. 
 

~Dawn Zeligman 
bookdiscussion@eliotchapel.org 

mailto:eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
https://www.uua.org/ga/virtual/2014/index.shtml.
http://www.uua.org/news/pressroom/pressreleases/296102.shtml
http://www.uua.org/news/pressroom/pressreleases/296102.shtml
mailto:bookdiscussion@eliotchapel.org
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Women’s Alliance August Events 
 

Tuesday, Aug. 5: Book Potpourri.  Bring a book  

of your choice for discussion. 
 

Tuesday, Aug. 19: Movie - Philomena with Judi 

Dench. 

 

Umoja Womens Village and Rebecca Lolosoli in Samburu, 
Kenya send their thanks for the generous donation from 
Eliot Chapel and Women’s Alliance.  They will use the  
donation for desks and scholarships for local children to 
the new school built in the last year.  Several Eliot  
members have visited the village and the wonderful 
women there working towards women’s empowerment and 
rights in Africa.  It is my pleasure to have known the  
founder, Rebecca Lolosoli, for many years. I have also 
taken dozens of visitors on safari, including a visit to the 
village.  I hope we can continue to support these women 
and their children in the future.  They are an inspiration to 
all who have met them.  Learn more on the internet under 
"Rebecca Lolosoli" or umojawomen.org/reachus.htm. 

~Maryann Mace 

August Meditation—August 12, 7:00 pm 
Our theme for the August meditation group will be on 
compassion and mindfulness.   A source states that mind-
fulness and compassion — the practices of cultivating a 
focused awareness on the present moment, and extending 
a loving awareness to others — are part of every religion 
and wisdom tradition. We will focus on compassion for 
ourselves and others. Come fill your heart and mind with 
compassion and let its energy flow. Weather permitting, 
bring a blanket or lawn chair to join together on the grassy 
knoll behind the church.  If not, we will meet in the 
Triplett Room upstairs on August 12th from 7:00 to  
8:00 pm.  For more information, contact Lynn Murphy  
at meditation@eliotchapel.org.  

The Partner Church Link is happy to share the news that our partner church in Transylvania has a new minis-
ter.  From a photo he appears to be a young man, and his wife is also a minister .  Once they settle in, we will 
contact them with hopes of continuing our partnership.  Sandor Varga retired this past spring.  He visited Eliot 
three times during his ministry at Nyaradszentmarton, and over the years several groups from Eliot visited him 
and his family in Transylvania.  We will miss him but hope to stay in touch.   

~Beth Rossow, Chair 

A Course in Miracles at Eliot Chapel 
Every Monday evening, year-round, from 7:00 to  

8:30 pm a study group which focuses on the meta-

physical text A Course in Miracles (ACIM) meets in 

Adams Hall.  There are over 2,000 ACIM study 

groups across the world and 18 in the St. Louis area; 

the Course has been translated into 20 languages.  

The Course takes its participants on a spiritual jour-

ney which leads to peaceful living.  It focuses on key 

concepts such as forgiveness, replacing fear with love 

and approaching life in a positive, nonjudgmental way.  

ACIM has universal themes which help in remember-

ing one’s “spiritual” self.  Experiential sharing, reading 

and reflection are the core of the study group.  For 

more information contact Corinne Esneault at 

miracles@eliotchapel.org.  For information on “A 

Course in Miracles” online refer to the  

St. Louis ACIM website: www.acimstlouis.org. 

Covenant Groups are a great way to grow spiritually and make a 
deeper connection to others at Eliot Chapel!  There are a few 
openings in existing covenant groups, and we plan to start a couple 

of new groups in October.  There will be an information table in 

Adams Hall after both services on September 14, 21 and 28.  If 
you are interested in joining a group or would just like more infor-

mation, please stop by or email covenantgroups@eliotchapel.org. 
 

~The Covenant Group Development Team 

 

Eliot's new Young Adult Ministry group meets  

Sunday, Aug. 3 at 11:30 am in Adams Hall. 
 

YAM Hosts Frozen Movie Night Open to All 
YAM is hosting a movie night on Saturday, Aug. 2 

at 6:00 pm in Adams Hall.  Join your Eliot friends for 

a special viewing of the hit Disney movie “Frozen.” 

Donations are welcome and popcorn will be pro-

vided, but please bring your own drinks.  
 

YAM is  also interested in hosting a dinner for 

RATI.  If you would like to help them cook or serve, 

the assistance would be appreciated.  You do not 

have to be a member of YAM to help. 

 

Questions?  Want to join their email list?  

Email Noel Burke and Tim Bubb at  

youngadults@eliotchapel.org.    
Greeters needed for 9:30 Sunday services: Serve 
once a month, no meetings, on-the-job training provided!  
Contact Bob Coulter at greeters@eliotchapel.org. 

umojawomen.org/reachus.htm
mailto:meditation@eliotchapel.org
mailto:miracles@eliotchapel.org
http://www.acimstlouis.org
mailto:covenantgroups@eliotchapel.org
mailto:youngadults@eliotchapel.org
mailto:greeters@eliotchapel.org


 

Sunday, August 3 – 10:00 am 

“What if There Were No More Unitarian Universalists?” - The Rev. Dr. Laurel Koepf Taylor 

What is it about Unitarian Universalism that you want to pass on to future generations? Are UUs just nice people? 

This morning's service explores these questions from the perspective of a non-UU who has worked as a UU Religious 

Educator. We will consider what UUs have contributed throughout history and how they change our world today. 

Sunday, August 10 – 10:00 am     “Health and Spirituality” – Paul Oakley 

Since time immemorial, shamans, priests, and individuals have sought to secure health or healing through a wide variety 

of practices. Modern science makes skeptics of many, reactionaries of others, but many hospitals remain religiously 

based institutions, and even in secular institutions chaplains are made available. What might this connection mean for 

people of a liberal faith? 

Sunday, August 17 – 10:00 am      "Loving the World" – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 

The world is sometimes very hard to love: war, greed, violence, human trafficking have all erupted at once this  

summer. How do we love the world, when we are far from the suffering? When we feel helpless to effect change?  

Rev. Gadon will explore what it means to be faithful to this basic and very difficult spiritual teaching.  

Sunday, August 24 – 10:00 am 

“Possibilities at the Portal” –  Amy Stark 

Portals, gates, and thresholds all represent the liminal spaces 

of our lives, the time and space of “in-between.” The “in-

betweens” offer the possibility of transformation, but can also 

create great suffering and disorientation. What are we as UUs 

called to do when we or our loved ones are in a liminal 

space? Can our portals become places of understanding,  

sharing, and hospitality? 

Sunday, August 31 – 10:00 am 

“Economic Injustice and the Plight of Labor in 

the U.S.” – Jim Crawford 

On this Labor Day weekend Jim will take a closer look 

at some of the issues of today related to the holiday. 

Eliot had two youth  
representatives at the  

UU General Assembly (GA)  
in Providence, RI in June.   
Cori Compton & Kendra 

Cross carried the Eliot  
banner in the GA banner  

parade of congregations and 
also participated in the UU 

Youth Caucus activities.. 

Thanks to all who marched in the 2014 
Pride Parade!  We are proud you showed  
Eliot’s support for the LGBTQ community.  


