
November 2014 

Greenleaves 

Our Mission 

Eliot Chapel, a 

Unitarian Universalist 

community, gathers 

to foster free  

religious thought, 

nurture spiritual 

growth, and act for 

social justice. 

Eliot Unitarian Chapel 

100 South Taylor Ave. 

Kirkwood, MO  

63122-4310 

314.821.0911 

Sunday Worship 

9:30 and 11:00 am 

 

Office Hours 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 

Sunday 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 

The Newsletter of Eliot Unitarian Chapel 

I share with you these wise words about covenant from my colleague,  

the Rev. Nancy McDonald-Ladd, senior minister of River Road  

Unitarian Universalist Church in Bethesda, MD: 
 

“I learned in seminary that there’s an “-ology” for everything 

and this particular one – ecclesiology, basically involves a theory 

or philosophy concerning the purpose of a religious community.  

Ecclesiology is the reason a congregation exists.  Who are we?  And more impor-

tantly, why are we?  Why are we doing this? 
 

There are competing ecclesiologies in our religious tradition; many different theo-

ries about why we show up to do what we do.  By way of illustration, let me offer 

just a few common theories about why we do what we do… 
 

#1 – My congregation is a place to be with people like me 

#2 – My congregation is a place where I can be heard 

#3 – My congregation is a place to live my values 
 

What do all of these reasons for being a religious group have in common?  Their  

focus on the self.  Me, my, I.  All of these very common and often sacred UU ecclesi-

ologies have at their core not the community, but the individual.  The individual’s 

need to be surrounded by like-minded people, the individual’s need to be heard, and 

the individual’s need to make their personal values real in the world. 
 

I have long held that if we focus entirely on these individualist, even isolationist, 

ideas of what congregational life is for, we are not so much a community as we are a 

collection of very opinionated individuals who may or may not actually intersect in 

meaningful ways. 
 

But our own tradition points to another way.  Our forebears were a part of the 

most radical wings of the protestant reformation, the people who challenged the 

whole concept of church hierarchy.  It was our forebears who insisted that the core 

of our gathering is not obedience to external authority, but a commitment to a way 

of being together.  A covenant, a promise between people that connects them 

in ways that transcend their isolation.  
 

A covenant is not a promise made by oneself.  It’s made in community.  It’s made 

between parties.  In our case, most directly between people, among people, pointing 

toward a purpose that unites them even and especially in the face of their diversity 

of opinion, of theology, of belief, of story.  At our core, we are a relational group 

committed to making promises to one another.  One of those promises involves 

Leap of Faith 
Rev. Barbara Gadon, Lead Minister 

email: bgadon@eliotchapel.org 
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Eliot Unitarian Chapel is named in honor of William Greenleaf Eliot (1811–1887),  

founder of Washington University, who brought Unitarianism and  

a progressive civic spirit to the American West. 

 
 

Eliot Chapel welcomes our newest members,  
who signed the membership book in September: 

 

Laura Perkins, James Reed, Becky Coalson, Bill Coalson 

In Sympathy      

Our condolences to Eliot families who have lost loved ones recently: 

 

 

The family of Steve Lawrence, including wife Carol Moreland and 
their sons Blake and Ross.  Steve died on Friday, Oct . 10 at home, 
surrounded by family.  
 

Longtime Eliot member Pat Lee's sister Nancy Ruth Sepulveda 
passed away peacefully on Thursday, Oct. 23.  

making room for real difference among us.” 
 

What does “covenant” mean to you? Where does it challenge you?  How has it encour-

aged you? Join us as we explore Covenant as our theme in November, and learn more 

about this difficult but important discipline that we practice together.  

 

In Faith, 

 

Barbara  
 

Leap of Faith, continued from p. 1 

Congratulations to the Frain family— 
John, Janet, Gabe and Murphy.  

John’s daughter Jessi gave birth to a baby girl,  
Cameron Michelle Jordan, on June 2.  Congratulations to  

Jessi and Andre Jordan, the proud parents who were married  
at Eliot Chapel on August 8, 2011.   

And welcome to the world Cameron!   
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email:  mhennon@eliotchapel.org 

Our shared plate recipient in November is Beyond 

Housing. Since its inception in 1975, Beyond Housing 

has sought to provide the support and services that 

assist low-income families in growing into their long-

term goals.  While identifying and addressing imme-

diate needs to establish stability, families are also 

engaged in a comprehensive array of services that 

produce positive long-term outcomes.  
 

Beyond Housing is a community development  

organization that works in defined geographies like 

the Normandy School District in order to focus its 

resources where they can have the greatest impact. 

While most organizations focus on one, maybe two 

impact areas within a community, Beyond Housing 

understands that in order to have real impact,  

efforts must focus on all of the areas that make up a 

thriving community – education, housing, health,  

employment readiness and access, and economic 

development.  Their mission is to help entire  

communities become better places to live. 

Sharing Our Bounty in November with Beyond Housing 

From the Minister of Pastoral Care 
The Rev. Dr. Michael Hennon 

Holding on to the Center 

Elyn Saks, an attorney, professor and author of the 

book, The Center Cannot Hold, also happens to be a 

schizophrenic.  She advocates for the right of the men-

tally ill to choose and participate in their treatment.  

She questions her own identity, saying “Who am I at 

my core?”  She refuses to let schizophrenia define her 

essence, saying a “woman with cancer isn’t Cancer 

Woman; a man with heart disease isn’t Diseased Heart 

Guy; a teenager with a broken leg isn’t The Broken 

Leg Kid.” 
 

Who are we, at our core?  I believe the question of 

identity is a lifelong discovery.  It takes effort to con-

front and face the truth of who we are.  And as soon 

as we think we’ve figured it out, something happens, 

an accident of being happens—and our identity falls 

apart. We find ourselves at the beginning again, asking 

the question “Who am I?”  We desperately want to 

find a center to hold on to as things around us come 

undone.  

The same is true of our church, 

too.  We suffer the loss of a 

member.  We are called to  

respond to events in Ferguson.  

We can’t find enough volunteers.  

Or we disagree about language, 

or how to achieve our goals.  

But we aren’t Vigil Church, Coffee Hour Church, 

Covenant Group Church or Room at the Inn Church.   
 

If our identity is authentic, all activities point toward 

our essence—of who we are at our core.  As a cove-

nantal religious community—as weavers of love and 

action binding all individuals into a whole—our spiri-

tual identity holds up pretty well.   Even as we cele-

brate each individual’s spiritual journey and the ongo-

ing struggle to define it, we also find and define Eliot’s 

spiritual center.  And we bind ourselves to that center, 

in all that we do together.     

Once again this year, Eliot’s Bread Service  

collection on November 22 and 23 will go to 

providing bread for the needy elderly in our 

partner village of Nyaradszentmarton, located 

in the Transylvanian area of Romania. This collection 

is a long tradition at Eliot Chapel. 
 

Eliot member Sue Blandford has visited our 

partner church and commented in the past,  

“I know firsthand how grateful the older members are to 

receive a weekly loaf of bread. On our trip to 

Nyaradszentmarton (St. Martin) in June of 2005, several 

older people came up to humbly thank me for ‘the Ameri-

can bread.’ I was touched to learn 

that one poorly dressed man, whose 

job it is to pump the pedals of the 

church organ, regularly gives 

up his loaf of bread to a 

villager more needy than himself.” 

 

Please give generously. 

During September  

Eliot Chapel  

raised $2,500 for  

Room at the Inn. 

beyondhousing.org 

mailto:mhennon@eliotchapel.org
http://www.beyondhousing.org
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In Touch with RE                              

Congratulations to Colleen Lee, who has been selected to join the staff at UU Youth 
Midwest Leadership School (YMWLS) in July 2015.  YMWLS is an intentional faith 
community and learning experience which equips UU youth with a 
foundation that deepens their UU religious development and ex-
pands their leadership ability, both in their Unitarian Universalist 
community and beyond.  You can read more about it here. 
 
 

Colleen participated in YMWLS last summer, along with Phoebe Mussman.  Colleen 
is active in the Eliot youth group, teaches Religious Education in the 9:30 preschool 
class, and recently completed the UU Mid America Region’s Youth Chaplaincy train-
ing.  Colleen is the daughter of Christie & Tony Lee, and the granddaughter of long-
time Eliot member Pat Lee. 
 

Scott Stewart, 

 Director of Religious Education 

email:  children@eliotchapel.org 

Christmas Pageant & Holiday Potluck  

Save-the-Date 
The annual Christmas Pageant & Family Holiday 

Potluck is almost here.  This year’s festivities take 

place on  Saturday, December 13.  The tentative 
schedule is: 

 

*2:30 - Pageant Rehearsal & Carol Practice  

(*exact rehearsal time depends on one’s role) 

4:30 -  Pageant Service 

5:15 -  Family Holiday Potluck in Adams Hall 
 

A special thanks to this year’s Christmas Pageant 
Team, which includes adult co-directors Denise 

Mussman & Lisa Beck, and youth co-directors 

Phoebe Mussman,  Aislynn Pasierb, Tadhg Duhigg, 

and Colleen Lee. 
 

Look for more information soon, or contact Scott Stewart 

at scott@eliotchapel.org.  

Child Dedications   
December 7, 9:30 am 
 

A much-loved ritual in Unitarian  
Universalist congregations is the  
welcoming and dedication of infants 
and young children as part of Sunday  
worship. We are currently planning to 
include this ritual on Sunday, Dec. 7  
during the 9:30 service.  Families where 
one or both parents are members of 
Eliot Chapel are invited to contact  
Rev. Barbara Gadon no later than  
Sunday, November 23 to discuss the 
meaning of the ceremony and the  
possibility of having your baby or young 
children included.  Rev. Barbara can be 
reached at 314-821-0911 or 
bgadon@eliotchapel.org. 

Colleen Lee 

http://www.mwls.org
mailto:children@eliotchapel.org
mailto:scott@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bgadon@eliotchapel.org
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Music Notes 

Ring in the Holidays with Hand Bells 
RINGERS ARE NEEDED! The annual hand bell team will assemble on Tuesday evenings in 

November and December, in preparation for Christmas Eve. Meet in the Music Room at 

7:30 pm. This is a great service project and an excellent opportunity for parents and  

children to make music together! If you can count to 4, we can teach you to ring! New ring-

ers are welcome! Contact Jan Chamberlin at music@eliotchapel.org if you are interested. 

 

Friends of Music Concert 
Nov. 2nd at 3:00 pm in Eliot Sanctuary 

The Friends of Music present their second classical chamber music concert of the season in Eliot Chapel’s 

Sanctuary. The program will include Steven Cheng and Lee Demertzis performing Johannes Brahms’ Sonata 

No. 2 in A major for violin and piano. Also, the New Muse Piano Duo of Paola Savvidou and Jonathan  

Kuuskoski, joined by saxophonist Leo Saguigiut, performing “Sorex” by Emily Doolittle, “Departure/Train” by 

Patrick Clark, and “Rambunction” by Stacey Barelos. All welcome, no admission charge.  Learn more at 

www.fomcstl.org. 

email:  music@eliotchapel.org 

Featured Musicians in November  
 

Sunday, Nov. 2: Chamber Singers  
Sunday, Nov. 9: Eliot Choir  
Sunday, Nov. 16: Women’s Chorale  
Saturday, Nov. 22 (5:00 pm):  Bluegrass & Chamber Singers  
Sunday, Nov. 23 (9:30 & 11:00 pm): Bluegrass & Eliot Choir  
Sunday, Nov. 30: Women’s Chorale 

Let Us Break Bread Together 
Eliot Chapel's traditional Bread Sunday services take place at 5:00 pm on 

Saturday, Nov. 22, and 9:30 and 11:00 am on Sunday, Nov. 23. You are  
invited to bring bread to share with the congregation. Especially meaningful 
are loaves reflecting ethnic background and loaves you associate with 
Thanksgiving, harvest, and extended family. This is a service for all ages - a 
celebration spanning the generations. If you would like to bring bread to 
share at one of the services, please decide in advance which service you will 
attend and sign up on the bulletin board between the Sanctuary and Ad-

ams Hall no later than Sunday, Nov. 16 to reserve a spot.  Please bring the bread already sliced. 

Call For Quilts 
As part of our preparation for the annual Bread Services we invite you to share any wall 
hanging size quilts for decoration in the Sanctuary.  Quilts need to be sturdy enough to be 
safely hung, clearly marked with your name, and delivered to the front office at Eliot no 
later than noon on Sunday, Nov. 16.  If your quilt has a story, please feel welcome to print 
or type it on a small card, and affix the card to the front of your quilt, so the story can be 
shared with members and friends.  Questions?  Contact Flo Reaves at quilts@eliotchapel.org.  

mailto:music@eliotchapel.org
http://www.fomcstl.org
mailto:music@eliotchapel.org
mailto:quilts@eliotchapel.org
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“Welcome” 
 

The Board of Trustees has wrestled with the concept of welcome in various ways over the last 

month.  Our spring survey revealed that congregants highly value a welcoming community.  Yet 

the Board identified something of a mismatch on the congregational survey between the value we 

place on being welcoming and evidence that Eliot is a welcoming place.  It is important to realize 

that by survey metrics, we are doing pretty well.  Welcome was raised as an area of opportunity 

only by comparison with other topics on the survey.  Because we aspire to the highest of stan-

dards, we have asked Rev.  Barbara to give this special thought, and she has already done so.  Of 

course, welcome is ultimately an instance of shared ministry.  Each of us will have to work hard to generate the 

evidence that our congregation is a warm and welcoming place.  
 

What do we mean by welcome?  This topic came up at the Board’s linkage event in October. One congregant 

thought that the word welcome was too superficial, that our goal needs to capture the concept of meeting  

another person where they are on their life journey.  Another commented in response that the word welcome 

actually has a very specific and deep meaning as a reflection of the process that Eliot chose to embark on several 

years ago, with the help of the UUA, to become a Welcoming Congregation to LGBT people.  Most of us  

probably associate the word with the concept of hospitality.  Some will remember Eliot participating in  

training in the concept of radical hospitality several years ago under Rev. David Keyes. I think it is safe to say that 

the Board embraces all these definitions of welcome.  Programs and training around these topics are great, but 

ultimately many individual efforts will sustain the culture that your Board believes you want.  This is certainly an 

area in which our “Stronger Together” theme this year is in play.  If you have ideas for making Eliot a more  

welcoming place, we encourage you to talk with Rev. Barbara or the OurEliot Team. If you have other ideas for 

the definitions of “welcome” that should be a part of what Eliot strives for, we encourage you to share them 

with your Trustees.  

 

Yours in service, 

Steve Mennerick, 2014-2015 Board of Trustees Chair 

email:  eliotboard@eliotchapel.org 

We are now accepting books for the 2015 Eliot Chapel Book Fair.   
Please drop off adult and children's books in the library. We are not accepting 
encyclopedias, text books, CDs or videos. 

 
The 2015 Book Fair will take 
place March 20, 21 and 22. 

Eliot Publication Deadlines: 
 Order of Service announcement deadline – Wednesday at noon 
 Weekly email announcement deadline – Thursday at noon 
 Newsletter deadline – the 18th of the month unless otherwise noted in announcements 

(the newsletter deadline is posted on the Eliot online calendar) 

mailto:eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
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If you are new to Eliot Chapel or to Unitarian Universalism,  

we invite you to attend 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, December 6 
9:00 am - 1:00 pm, Room 001on the lower level 

Led by Rev. Barbara Gadon and  

Jeanne Olson, Membership Team Lead 
If you are a newcomer to Eliot Chapel, are considering membership, or would  

just like to get to know us better, this workshop is for you! Rev. Gadon and Jeanne Olson will introduce 

you to Unitarian Universalism and Eliot Chapel and explore what membership here could mean for you.  

You will also have an opportunity to share some of your own faith journey and get to know others. Lunch 

will be provided. Sign up on the bulletin board in the hallway  

between the Sanctuary and Adams Hall or on the Eliot website at  

http://www.eliotchapel.org/adultre.  

Childcare is available if requested by November 30. 

39th Annual Eliot Chapel Renaissance Madrigal  
December 4, 5, and 6 

‘Tis time to reserve thy places for Eliot Chapel’s annual pre-holiday festival of  
humorous theater, glorious singing, and lovely recorders playing in our Sanctuary 
all decked out in Renaissance Christmas finery.  Groups of eight guests will sit at 
festively decorated round tables and feast on tasty hors d’oeuvres, sinful dessert, 
and wine and other beverages served in fine tableware and glassware, but guests wishing a fuller  
repast are also welcome to bring their own food and beverages.  For reservations, see the bulletin 
board display outside Adams Hall or visit  
www.eliotchapelmadrigal.org. 
 
In addition to attending, please help us put on this fun Eliot Chapel 

fundraiser by signing up at the 
Madrigal volunteer table on  
Sundays after services in Adams 
Hall.  We could also use a few key 
individuals to help with the plan-
ning and coordination of the food 
service.  For more information  
contact madrigal@eliotchapel.org. 

http://www.eliotchapel.org/adultre
mailto:madrigal@eliotchapel.org
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email:  socialjustice@eliotchapel.org 

Get Out the Vote! 
The Social Justice Team is gearing up to make sure that those 

who CAN vote on November 4th actually DO! In the days 

leading up to the election, we’ll be calling people to remind 

them of the date and asking if they need a ride to the polls. 

And on Election Day itself, we’ll be providing rides and making 

more calls. 
 

We need LOTS of volunteers for this campaign! Even if you 

can work just ONE HOUR, that will help. Email us at  

socialjustice@eliotchapel.org and let us know when you can 

pitch in on November 1, 2, 3 or 4. 

           The Remembering James Reeb  
Film Series continues with 

 

Inequality for All 
Friday, November 14 

 

In this persuasive documentary,  
Former U.S. Labor Secretary Robert 

Reich addresses the country's  
widening economic gap. We invite  
you to watch it with others who are 

concerned about this alarming trend – 
and to participate in a facilitated  

discussion after the film.  

 
7:00 pm in Adams Hall 

Greenleaves 

Vigils for Hope and Healing 
EVERY Tuesday 

6-7 pm on Eliot’s front lawn 

As the grand jury winds down to a decision, it becomes even 

more important for us to continue our public witness for  

justice for all. Come stand with us. You don’t need a yellow 

shirt. You just need to care!  

“Weekly I stand in silent witness for Ferguson NOT because 
it's a necessarily effective social justice program or  

because I believe in the legal guilt or innocence  
of any party to the shooting, but because I can no longer  

tolerate remaining unseen and thereby implicitly agreeing 
with a situation in which being born black correlates  

to so many negative quality-of-life metrics.   
I refuse to believe that we at Eliot Chapel  

and the greater UU movement can do nothing  
to improve those metrics.  

It is our call to prophetic love in action,  
and I must answer the call.” 

~Ted Lau 

Jefferson City Preview 

What Can We Expect from the  
Missouri Legislature in 2015? 
 

Saturday, November 22 
9:00 – 11:00 am in Adams Hall 
 

The Missouri General Assembly returns to Jefferson City in January, when they will take up many  
issues of vital concern to Missouri citizens.  Medicaid expansion will again be at the top of their list, 
as will education, taxes, and vital state budget issues.  There will be bills filed to address the shoot-
ing of Michael Brown and its underlying causes.   
 

The Social Justice Team invites you to come to this forum and learn from three experts about what 
we can expect from our legislature in 2015.  Find out how the November election may affect out-
comes.  Hear about what other organizations are doing to advocate for a just and compassionate re-
sponse to the crises of the day. And learn how we at Eliot can be involved in this democratic process.  

mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
mailto:eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
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The winter months provide ample opportunities for connection and 
reflection at Bergfried.  Plan a visit on your own or join us for one of the 
upcoming events below.  The heated cottage remains available during 
the season as well (you can reserve the cottage by emailing  
bergrfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org).    

 

Our next day 
trip is Saturday, November 8.  A Bergfried Team 
member will lead a hike or two and will provide a 
chance to tour the Bergfried cottage.  Or feel free to 
come out and do your own thing.  Bring sturdy shoes 
and provisions for the day.  Meet at the Eliot Chapel 
parking lot at 9:00 am to caravan/carpool or come out 
on your own if you know the way.  Please RSVP to  
bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org or on our Facebook 
page ("Bergfried Forever") so we know to expect you. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark your calendar for the 3rd Annual Bergfried Winter Warm-Up in Adams Hall to be held Saturday,  
January 24 beginning at 6:30 pm.  The Bergfried Team will host a potluck gathering featuring a Bergfried-style 
music circle and a slide show of recent Bergfried events.  More details to come. 
 

Keep up with Bergfried happenings and upcoming events by following us on Facebook (search "Bergfried  
Forever"). 

 
 

~Shawn Cummings for the Bergfried StewardshipTeam 

Email: bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org 

Please note that Bergfried is closed during deer hunting season as  
a safety precaution; the property is closed to visitors from  

November 14 through January 4. 

Between the Trees: Re-imagining Bergfried 
Our goal in the near-term is to explore ways to 
maximize our use of Bergfried, Eliot’s campus in 
Hermann, MO. To do this, Rev. Barbara is gathering 
groups for conversation about how Bergfried can 
best support not only Eliot’s mission, but also the 
mission of groups in the church – religious educa-
tion, worship, pastoral care, to name a few. We 

would love to hear your opinion!   
 
You’re invited to sign up for one of the following conversations:  
Wednesday, Nov. 5  - 7:00 pm in the Junior High Room 
Thursday, Nov. 13 - 7:00 pm in Room 006 
Sunday, Nov. 16 - 1:00 pm in Room 006 
 
Look for the sign-up sheets on the bulletin board between the  
Sanctuary and Adams Hall. 

mailto:bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
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Women’s Alliance November Events 
 

Tuesday, Nov. 4 - Destiny of the Republic: A Tale of Madness, Medicine and the Murder of a 

President by Candice Millard.   Discussion Leader - Mary Widmer 
 

Tuesday, Nov. 18 - Pharmacist/Owner of Greentree Pharmacy speaker.  Coordinator -  

Sue Stivers 
 

Tuesday, Nov. 25 - Chocolate, Chocolate, Chocolate field trip with tasting.  Leave Eliot at 

10:00.  Lunch at Missouri Botanical Garden.  Coordinator - Fran Ritzinger 

Upcoming Young Adult Ministry (YAM) meetings: 
 

Sunday, Nov. 9, 12:30 pm in Room 006 - discussion on power 
 

Thursday, Nov. 20 - Preparing & serving RATI dinner, beginning at 

4:30 pm.  To get involved, email youngadults@eliotchapel.org. 
 

Sunday, Nov. 23, 12:30 pm in Room 006 - discussion on generosity 

 

Text “Eliot” to 84483 to receive YAM text updates! 
 

Questions?  Email youngadults@eliotchapel.org.    

November Meditation 
November is the month for Veterans Day 
and Thanksgiving. Our meditation session 
this month will use these two holidays to 
focus our meditative energy.  On behalf of 
Veterans Day, we will first start with focus-
ing our energy on the veterans who coura-
geously serve our country.  We will use our 
meditative energy to also focus on 
peace.  Second, we will shift our attention 
to Thanksgiving and feelings of thankful-
ness.  As we do so, we will take time to 
mindfully eat a dried fruit representative of 
Thanksgiving.  Through mindfully eating, 
we connect with the gratitude and thankful 
feelings we experience for those who pro-
vide our food. Then to end the session, we 
will have time for open-ended/unguided 
meditation where each person can medi-
tate on their own for what is important to 
them this month.  You are welcome to 
meditate with us from 7 to 8 pm on  
Tuesday, Nov. 11 in the Triplett 
Room. For more  
information, please  
contact Lynn Murphy at  
meditation@eliotchapel.org. 

The Partner Church Link is once again trying to organize a 
trip to Transylvania.  The trip would involve a few days in our 
partner village, along with some sightseeing at various  
Unitarian historical sites and other sites in Romania. This year 
there is the possibility of coordinating with First Unitarian 
Church in St. Louis.  They are planning a trip to their partner 
church, which is about 30 minutes from our partner church, in 
the summer or fall of 2015.  Most trips are 10-14 days, but 
could be longer or shorter, depending on the interests of the 
travelers.   
 

Summer or fall of 2015 would be a wonderful time to visit 
Nyaradszentmarton.  The new minister, Sandor Kiss, will have 
settled in and he has written to invite us.  Sandor is 33, his 
wife Szusza is 30 and they are both Unitarian ministers.  They 
have 2 children ages 5 and 2.  
 

In November, there will be two celebrations in Nyaradszent-
marton.  On November 2nd everyone in the village celebrates 
St. Martin's Day and later in the month Sandor will be offi-
cially enrolled in the ministry of the church.  He has promised 
to send pictures of both events. Please email Beth Rossow at 
partnerchurch@eliotchapel.org if you are interested in looking 
into the possibility of traveling to Nyaradszentmarton.   

 
~Beth Rossow, Chair 

partnerchurch@eliotchapel.org 

mailto:youngadults@eliotchapel.org
mailto:meditation@eliotchapel.org
mailto:partnerchurch@eliotchapel.org
mailto:partnerchurch@eliotchapel.org
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Church Office Closed 
The Eliot Chapel church  

offices will be closed  

Tuesday, Nov. 11 in observance  

of Veterans Day.  

The offices will also be closed  

on Thursday, Nov. 27  

and Friday, Nov. 28,  

for the Thanksgiving Day holiday. 

On behalf of the Eliot Chapel staff, 

we wish you a safe and 

wonderful holiday. 

Our next Women's Connection 
meeting will be Sunday,  
Nov. 9 at 1:00 pm downstairs 
in Rooms 001/002. Join us as 
we chat with Rev. Barbara 

Gadon. Childcare will be available. Hope to see 
you there! 

Start your holiday shopping list 
… it’s almost time for the 

Eliot Holiday Bazaar 
December 7 & 14 
Eliot Chapel will hold its  
annual Holiday Bazaar in 
December. At this holiday craft and goodies  
sale, which takes places on Sundays in  
Adams Hall, either 100% of the proceeds go 
to a charity or 50% of the proceeds go to 
Eliot Chapel. If you are a vendor interested 
in selling your goods, please contact  
Administrative Assistant Mecy Stanfield in 
the church office at 314-821-0911 or  
frontoffice@eliotchapel.org by  
November 23. 

The holidays are coming! Please remember 

Eliot scrip BEFORE you shop. This year we're 

going to ask you to remember us a little differ-

ently by purchasing your gift cards directly from 

www.shopwithscrip.com where you will find 

every gift card imaginable. You order the cards 

online and when asked, you supply your organi-

zation's number - 38B926D113474. Your pur-

chase will then benefit Eliot Chapel. At check-

out, you can pay by debit card or choose "pay 

by check." If you choose to pay by check, please 

bring your check to Eliot and leave it with Mecy 

Stanfield in the church office.  Your scrip will be 

delivered to Eliot in about a week. Eliot will  

continue to carry Dierbergs, Shop ‘n Save and 

Panera scrip for your convenience on Sunday 

mornings between services. 

 

Daylight Savings 

Time ends on  

Sunday, Nov. 2.   

Don’t forget to set your clocks back  

an hour before going to bed on  

Saturday, Nov. 1. 
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 Sunday morning Coffee Hour in 

Adams Hall is about more than 
coffee. It is a time of fellowship 
and friendship. We are asking 
for volunteers to help with  
coffee.  
 
It's an easy job, divided into 
three 30-minute shifts each 
Sunday; we are asking for two 
people per shift:  
 

 8:45 to 9:15 am (coffee set-up) 

 10:30 to 11:00 am (restocking, refilling)  

 12:30 to 1:00 pm (coffee clean-up) 
 

To sign up to help: 
Visit www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C0448A4AB2AA3FD0-
eliot/12347010; enter Access Code: Eliot.  You will need to create a 
Sign Up Genius account.  It's a quick process and as Eliot will be 
using SUG for future sign-up opportunities, you will probably use the 
account again. Questions: please contact Administrative Assistant 
Mecy Stanfield at frontoffice@eliotchapel.org or 314-821-0911. 

Coffee Hour 

Help  

Signup 

mailto:frontoffice@eliotchapel.org
http://www.shopwithscrip.com
http://www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C0448A4AB2AA3FD0-eliot/12347010
http://www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C0448A4AB2AA3FD0-eliot/12347010
mailto:frontoffice@eliotchapel.org


Ferguson October 

 

Sunday, Nov. 2 – 9:30 & 11:00 am 
“The Rainbow Sign: Changing God’s Mind” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
We are exploring the story of Noah and the Great Flood in worship today. This is considered to be the 
first great covenant story of the Bible.  Come explore this strange and rich tale with us.  

Sunday, Nov. 30 – 9:30 & 11:00 am      "A Loving Covenant" – Jim Crawford, Guest Preacher 
Love can have many different meanings.  Today's sermon will focus on an understanding of love described in I Corinthians 
13 of the New Testament.  We will contemplate how this ancient text has relevance for contemporary covenants. 

November’s 

worship 

theme is  

covenant. 

Sunday, Nov. 9 – 9:30 & 11:00 am      “What Unitarian Universalists Value Least” –  The Rev. Dr. William Schulz 
You will be amused when you learn what human virtue falls at the very bottom of Unitarian Universalists’ ranking of values.  
But you may also be rightfully chagrined for, though we may not know it, this virtue also undergirds all of our work for social 
justice.  Bill Schulz, President of the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC), will describe how UUSC is helping us 
rectify our shortsightedness. 

Sunday, Nov. 16 – 9:30 & 11:00 am      “Prayer For This House” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 
Next in our series on theology based on our UU Hymnal: “May Nothing Evil Cross this Door,” the first hymn in the grey 
hymnal. What does this haunting and lovely hymn say to us about community and the promises we make to one another?  

Saturday, Nov. 22 – 5:00 pm and Sunday, Nov. 23 – 9:30 & 11:00 am 
 “Let Us Break Bread Together”    
Our annual bread communion! Rev. Barbara and friends will present the meanings of 
bread and bread-making in different cultures. Bring bread and, if you like, wear garb 
from your “native land,” or however you describe the place of your roots. See page 5 for 
more details on this intergenerational service. 

“I saw firsthand how important it was to leave 

your comfort zone, to join with people in the 

‘other world’ — only then can we begin to 

dream of there being ‘one world.’ ”  
~Rev. Barbara Gadon “The composition of the 

march was inspiring to an 
elderly African-American 
who remembers the  
protests, demonstrations, 
and marches of the 60s.  I 
was moved by the multi-
ethnic, multiple strata of 
the marchers who were 
there to enact change.” 

~George C. Davis III 


