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Our Mission 

Eliot Chapel, a 

Unitarian Universalist 

community, gathers 

to foster free  

religious thought, 

nurture spiritual 

growth, and act for 

social justice. 

Eliot Unitarian Chapel 

100 South Taylor Ave. 

Kirkwood, MO  

63122-4310 

314.821.0911 

Sunday Worship 
9:30 and 11:00 am 

 

Office Hours 

Monday - Friday 

9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

 

Sunday 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
 

The Newsletter of Eliot Unitarian Chapel 

And the Lord lifted us out of Egypt with an awesome spectacle,  

with signs and undeniable wonders. – Deuteronomy, Hebrew Bible 
 

Jesus Christ is risen today. – Charles Wesley 
 

Lo, the earth awakes again. – Samuel Longfellow  

 

As I write, the spring equinox is due to arrive today at precisely 

4:45 p.m. Central Time. You probably wouldn’t notice. It is a promise, seemingly with-

out substance, that the oppression of winter will end. The ancient Hebrews and their 

Christian offspring chose this time to observe the appearance of their God in history. 

Just when he was needed the most.  

  

At Passover, it is said that God heard the groans of his people and remembered his 

promise to care for them. In Lemony Snicket’s sly Passover commentary, he ponders 

why somebody with the name “God” would need to be reminded of a promise. He  

reminds us that we have probably also made promises to people that we have forgotten 

about. And if we are still, we might hear them groaning, he says, with a touch of the  

macabre, beneath the floors of this very room. Bwahahaha. This story has been the source 

of liberation for countless generations. Remembering it helps people breathe freer, and 

emboldens them to act.     

 

The Easter story is also about God remembering “his” children, through the death and 

resurrection of Jesus. Some Unitarian Universalists find this story macabre without any 

commentary at all. But remembering it and observing its rites reminds us that life can 

come from death and fear. It has given generations a sense of freedom from bondage, 

and does still.  

 

Our Pagan ancestors, unprotected from the dark and cold, waiting for the ground to 

yield again, lived in fear during the winter. Perhaps the gods had forgotten them. They 

told and reenacted the story of Demeter searching the earth for her kidnapped daugh-

ter Persephone. The crops and flowers returned from Hades with her. They believed 

that remembering this story nudged the gods and brought the young goddess home. 

They could not give in to despair.     

        

The gods need reminding, it would seem, of their promises to their children. We need 

to remember promises we have made to our own children, who will inherit the chaos 

and conflict that we make. There is something powerful about telling the stories of  

liberation. We remind the gods, and we remind ourselves, to shape up. 

 

In faith, 

Barbara 

Leap of Faith 
Rev. Barbara Gadon, Lead Minister 

email: bgadon@eliotchapel.org 
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Eliot Unitarian Chapel is named in honor of William Greenleaf Eliot (1811–1887),  

founder of Washington University, who brought Unitarianism and  

a progressive civic spirit to the American West. 

In Sympathy      

Our condolences to Eliot families who have lost loved ones recently: 
 

 Jan Erdman and family. Verne Erdman, father of Bill and  
father-in-law of Jan, died Sunday, February 22. 

Sharing Our Bounty in April 

Our shared plate recipient in April is EarthDance Farms. EarthDance Farms operates 

an Organic Farm School in a peri-urban neighborhood of North St. Louis County. 

Located on the historic Mueller Farm in the city of Ferguson, EarthDance sustainably 

grows food, farmers, and community, one small farm at a time, through hands-on 

education and delicious experiences. 

 

Since 2009, EarthDance has operated a season-long educational apprenticeship  

program that trains participants in sustainable agriculture from seed to market.  

Apprentices engage in every aspect of operating the small farm – from seed propaga-

tion in greenhouses to transplanting, weeding, harvesting and selling! Apprentices 

learn soil fertility principles, organic pest and disease management, proper harvest 

and post-harvest handling techniques, direct marketing, and Community Supported 

Agriculture (CSA) operations. 

 

EarthDance envisions productive local farms where creative  

endeavors can bloom alongside flourishing produce. It envisions 

former strangers cultivating the land together and growing  

relationships in addition to sugar snap peas. It envisions individu-

als from all walks of life coming to EarthDance to learn skills in 

organic farming and gardening, to taste a fresh-picked carrot, and 

to see where their food comes from. 

During February  

Eliot Chapel  

raised $2,110 for 

the Meacham Park 

Scholars Award. 

earthdancefarms.org 

 
 

 
Eliot Chapel welcomes our newest members,  
who recently signed the membership book: 

 

Mildred Jessup, Nancy Russell, Betsey Comfort, and Kathryn Hallert  

http://www.earthdancefarms.org


Page 3 www.eliotchapel.org 

As Eliot’s 2015-16 canvass winds down to a VERY 

SUCCESSFUL conclusion, we feel “just grateful for 

everything” about this wonderful community: 
 

 To our incredible Canvass Team (Louise     

Bradshaw, Ken Denson, Karen Fuchs, Gary 

Gray, Linda Korinek, Bruce and Jennifer 

MacKenzie, Dave Salivar, Cayla Suter, and 

Bruce and Trish Williams) for stepping up in 

so many ways and making this work fun.  
 

 To many others who helped behind the scenes, 

with calling and hooking and hanging and party 

planning and flower arranging and baking and  

keeping us sane. 
 

 To Eliot’s unbelievable staff (Do you KNOW how 

good they are?!!) who did everything we asked 

almost before we asked it.  

 

 

And, most importantly, to all of YOU who made such  

generous pledges to Eliot’s future. It’s exciting to think 

of all we’ll be able to do together as we continue 

“weaving a tapestry of love and action” in the years 

ahead. 

 

Thanks to you all! 

 

Pete and Ann Ruger 

2015-16 Canvass Chairs  

 

P.S. It’s not too late to get on our “grateful” list. If 

you’ve not yet made your pledge, please join the more 

than 375 members and friends who have already done 

so. We encourage you to stop by the office to pick up 

a pledge card. EVERYONE’S pledge is important, no 

matter the amount.  

 

 

 

“What if today, we were just grateful 

for everything?” 
~Charlie Brown and Snoopy 

Recognizing Eliot’s Superheroes 
We have been wanting to recognize people who give so generously of their time and energy to the Eliot Chapel community. 
So your staff has decided to recognize one or two individuals who have done something to inspire us with their faithfulness, 

hard work and committed, joyful spirits. The Volunteer of the Month may have done something especially notewor-

thy that month, or they could be someone who has volunteered faithfully for a long time, and we would like to take this  
opportunity to thank them. The volunteer of the month will have their photograph in the newsletter, This Week at Eliot 
throughout that month, and receive a certificate of our appreciation. If you would like to suggest a volunteer to recognize, let 
us know at frontoffice@eliotchapel.org.  
 

In April, we recognize: Tim Gardner and 

Beth Griffin. Tim and Beth are stalwart lead-

ers on our Social Justice steering team, among 
other things, leading our weekly vigils for Black 
Lives Matter (now monthly, which include soup 
and conversation afterwards), trips to the capitol 
to advocate for Medicaid and other important  
issues, letter-writing campaigns and our James 
Reeb film series.  Most recently, they organized 
our Selma Sunday march and supper that drew 
100 Eliot members and friends of all races, ages 
and abilities, and landed us on the KMOV news! 
You can find Tim and Beth most Sunday mornings 
at the social justice table, answering questions 
and engaging people on living our values at Eliot. 
Please join us in thanking them for their faithful 
and amazing work.  
 

mailto:frontoffice@eliotchapel.org
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In Touch with RE                              

Congratulations to Aislynn Pasierb,  

Christopher Twombly, Miranda Allen, 

Elena Bowland, and Colleen Lee, who will 

represent Eliot at the 2015 UU Youth  

Midwest Leadership School (YMWLS) in  

Beloit, WI July 12-18.   YMWLS is an  

intentional community of UU youth and adult 

advisors designed to engage youth in all  

leadership aspects of a UU faith community, 

including worship, religious heritage, individual spiritual explora-

tion, social justice, and leadership skills development.  YMWLS 

participation is a significant investment in the future for UU youth 

and congregations, since it develops strong youth leaders who can 

use their skills and passions to contribute to their church and the 

larger UU community wherever their faith journey takes them. 
 

Eliot Chapel has a history of youth participation at YMWLS, including Colleen Lee & Phoebe Mussman in 

2014 and Melissa Priese in 2013.  Colleen is returning this year as a member of the YMWLS staff.  Aislynn, 

Christopher, Miranda, Elena, and Colleen are active in Youth Group, volunteer in the Religious Education  

program, co-direct the Christmas Pageant, participate in worship, and model active involvement in their  

congregation to peers and adults alike.   
 

UU Luminary Leader Recognition: Colleen Lee 

Congratulations to Colleen Lee, the third Eliot senior high youth to be recognized as a 

UU Luminary Leader.  Luminary Leaders is a program sponsored by the Unitarian Univer-

salist Association which recognizes outstanding youth leadership, participation in their  

congregation, and involvement in the wider UU community.  Other recognized Luminary 

Leaders from Eliot include Phoebe Mussman (2014) and Kendra Cross (2013).  
 

Colleen is a leader in the Senior High Youth Group, teaches Religious Education in the 9:30 

preschool class, co-directs the annual Christmas Pageant, participates in worship, and is 

actively involved in the wider UU community as a peer chaplain at Regional Youth Confer-

ences (CON) and as a staff member at the UU Youth Leadership School in Beloit, WI. 

Scott Stewart, 

 Director of Religious Education 

email:  children@eliotchapel.org 

Save the date for the  

Eliot Chapel Annual Meeting: 

Sunday, May 17 at 12:30 pm 

https://www.mwls.org/youth
https://www.mwls.org/youth
mailto:children@eliotchapel.org
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Music Notes 

Friends of Music Concert at Eliot 
The Friends of Music present their last concert of the season on Sunday, April 12 at  

3:00 pm in the Sanctuary. The program will include Max Reger's Suite No. 1 in G minor for 

solo viola performed by Eliana Haig; Francis Poulenc's Sonata for Clarinet and Bassoon  

performed by Jeanine York-Garesche and Donita Bauer; and Dimitri Shostakovich's Trio #2 

in E minor for violin, cello and piano performed by Lindsey Miller Jones, James Nacy and 

Diana Umali. The concert is free to the public.  
 

Join us for Music Sunday, April 19 
Jan Chamberlin will lead the Eliot Choir and a jazz ensemble in an Earth Day celebration which will include  

excerpts from the “Missa Gaia” or Mass for the Earth by Paul Winter. This monumental work integrates world 

music and jazz with songs from the wild to celebrate the whole earth as a sacred space. It was commissioned 

by the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in NY City as a contemporary ecumenical mass, and has been  

performed there every October since 1982.  This is where our UU hymn #163 “For the Earth Forever  

Turning” by Jim Scott comes from.   

 

Jan Chamberlin, Music Director 

email:  music@eliotchapel.org 

Featured Musicians in April  
 

April 5:  Easter – Eliot Choir; Leon Burke will sing solos from Handel’s “Messiah”  
April 12:  Children’s Chalice Choir and the Women’s Chorale 
April 19:  Music Sunday – the Eliot Choir and jazz orchestra 
April 26:  Chamber Singers  

If you are new to Eliot Chapel or to Unitarian Universalism,  
we invite you to attend 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 2  
9:00 am - 1:00 pm in Adams Hall 

Led by Rev. Barbara Gadon and Jeanne Olson, Membership Team Lead 
 

If you are a newcomer to Eliot Chapel, are considering membership, or would just like to get to know us  
better, this workshop is for you! Rev. Gadon and Jeanne Olson will introduce you to Unitarian Universalism 
and Eliot Chapel and explore with you what membership here could mean for you. You will also have an  
opportunity to share some of your own faith journey and get to know others. Lunch will be provided. Sign up 
on the bulletin board in the hallway between the Sanctuary and Adams Hall or on the Eliot website at  
http://www.eliotchapel.org/adultre. Childcare is available if requested by April 26. 

mailto:music@eliotchapel.org
http://www.eliotchapel.org/adultre
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Eliot Expeditions  
Vibrant religious organizations, like other organizations, take 5-10 year journeys.  The maps 

for the journey are the organization’s values, mission and goals.  Your Board of Trustees 

plans the trip with congregational input, and we charge Rev. Barbara to pilot us toward our 

goals and destinations.  Along the way the Board asks Rev. Barbara to show us figurative 

photos from the voyage and other evidence of our trip’s progress.  For both planning the 

trip and assessing its success, the congregation serves as a primary informant.  The Board 

and Rev. Barbara are accountable to you and to other stakeholders such as future congre-

gants and to beneficiaries outside of Eliot’s walls.  
 

We’ve begun planning our next expedition, a several year process, even while we complete 

our current journey. It’s possible that our last one was so great, we will want to return to nearly the same location, 

possibly with a few new side trips.  It’s also possible that we want to go somewhere completely new.  You have a 

big say in these decisions. Recently, the Board initiated conversations with you about the values that will drive Eliot 

into the future.  Although values don't tell us where we want to go, they do define important characteristics of our 

next trip’s priorities, in the same way that the words "warm," "scenic," and "historical" help refine a list of possible 

travel destinations.  Ted and Cindy Lau and I have recently analyzed your input from the small-group sessions 

held after services in February.  We found that three words capture the most mentioned values from the sessions 

(see table below).  Note that many of the subsidiary values in the table are not synonyms but rather hint at the 

bolded value.  With this in mind, our tentative suggestions for Eliot’s core values, the priorities for our next trip, 

are Inspiration, Compassion, Connection. Next year, the Board will be renewing the Chapel’s mission and 

specific goals (Ends).  That work will represent successively more specific decisions about the destinations on our 

next journey (Europe or Asia?  Japan, China, or Thailand?). Keeping in mind that next year’s work will refine our 

destination, do you think Inspiration, Compassion, and Connection represent Eliot’s core values? Do they repre-

sent solid priorities?  Send your thoughts to eliotboard@eliotchapel.org. 

email:  eliotboard@eliotchapel.org 

In a separate effort, your Board also looks at whether we’re achieving goals and reaching destinations (Ends) on 

our present journey.  We ask Rev. Barbara to show the Board evidence of our progress.  Because of a multi-year 

re-booting of Eliot’s governance, it is only in my final (third) year as a Trustee that the Board has systematically 

assessed (monitored) progress toward Eliot’s five Ends.  A key tool for evaluating our current journey is last 

spring’s congregational survey.  Although much has changed in our broader community and at Eliot since that 

survey, we have found that discussion of Rev. Barbara’s reports offers the Board and Rev. Barbara a chance to 

acknowledge where we’re doing well, to identify opportunities for fuller pursuit of our Ends, and to discuss addi-

tional innovative ways to measure our progress.  The survey represents the photos and mementos from our 

journey; it preserves the record of our trip and what we learned on it.    
 

Your Trustees hope that you take your role in charting and assessing our journey seriously. It is through strong 

participation of all Eliot congregants that your Trustees can act wisely and make our expeditions together rich, 

meaningful, and fun. 
 

Yours in service, 

Steve Mennerick, 2014-2015 Board of Trustees Chair 

Curated Values from Small Group Sessions 

Note: value words within each grouping are listed in decreasing order of appearance during the discovery process. 

Inspiration 

  Inspiration 

  Awe 

  Mindfulness 

  Openness to mystery 

  Discovery 

  Gifts of spirit 

  Courage 

  Hope 

 

Compassion 

  Caring action 

  Love 

  Outreach 

  Service 

  Compassion 

  Generosity 

  Selflessness 

  Humility 

  Goodness 

Connection 

  Community 

  Inclusiveness 

  Belonging 

  Connection 

  Interconnection 

  Shared experience 

  Friendship 

  Safety 

mailto:eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
mailto:eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
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There is a lot happening at Bergfried in the next few months. April promises 
great weather to visit and enjoy nature. Just let us know you are going by  
emailing bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org.  Or join us for one of the  
following events to experience some community out in nature.   
 

Earth Day Celebration at Bergfried  - Saturday, April 18 
Families, youth, and all who want to celebrate Earth Day are invited to join 
Lead Minister Rev. Barbara Gadon,  Director of Religious Education Scott Stewart and your Eliot friends at 
Eliot Chapel’s natural playground – Bergfried.  Meet at Eliot Saturday morning at 9:00 am to caravan to 
Bergfried or meet the group at Bergfried at 11:00 am. 

 Lunch Saturday will be provided. 
 Bring with you: sturdy shoes, and any other food or drink you 

want. 
 Activities: guided hiking, photo contest, crafts, scavenger 

hunt, evening campfire, and pure outdoor enjoyment! 
 Optional bicycling tour on the nearby Katy Trail.  
 Optional overnight stays to Sunday morning – camping on the 

property, inns in nearby Hermann or limited availability in the 
Bergfried cottage. 

 

For more details or to sign up, email  
bergfriedearthday@eliotchapel.org or stop by  the Bergfried table in Adams Hall on Sundays.  
 

Men’s Advance at Bergfried – May 1-3  
The Men’s Advance brings together Eliot members and friends of the male persuasion. Newcomers especially 
are encouraged to come out to enjoy hiking, camping, camaraderie, a Saturday night feast including a roasted 
pig, and lots of super secret men's stuff (which looks suspiciously like doing nothing). Fifteen dollars buys your 
ticket to the feast. All other meals are on your own. Most choose to camp in tents or trailers; the cottage (with 
running water and electricity) will be open and available but limited sleeping quarters are on a first-come-first-
served basis. To sign up for the weekend or for more information contact mensadvance@eliotchapel.org, 
stop by the Bergfried table in Adams Hall on Sundays or look for the sign-up sheet in the hallway between the 
Sanctuary and Adams Hall. 
 

Bergfried Bird Watch/Walk – Saturday May 9 
Scott Marshall, Bergfried bird expert, will lead folks on a walking tour of Bergfried’s flying fauna.  Bring sturdy 
shoes, provisions for the day, and binoculars if you have them.  Meet at the Bergfried cottage at 8:30 am. You 
are welcome to camp on the property with Scott on Friday night. 
 

Mark your calendar for the Memorial Day Family Campout, May 22-25.   
More details to come in your weekly emails and the May newsletter.  

 

Nature Celebration at Bergfried – Saturday, June 6, 11:00 am to 8:00 pm 
A day of earth-based spiritual activities will be offered for school-aged children, youth and adults, with this 
goal: “to see the world as alive and dynamic, where everything is part of an interconnected whole, where every-
thing is speaking to us, if we have the ears to listen.” (Starhawk, author, The Earth Path). The day will  include 
opening and closing rituals, two sessions of break-out activities for children and adults, free time, and lunch 
and dinner (with vegetarian option).  Activities will focus on strengthening our connections with other partici-
pants, and connecting deeply with the natural world, looking for and appreciating our place in it.  Please sign 
up by May 15th at the Bergfried table in Adams Hall or on the bulletin board. 
 

Keep up with Bergfried events on Facebook (www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/). 
 

~Shawn Cummings for the Bergfried Stewardship Team, bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org 

mailto:bergfriedreservations@eliotchapel.org
mailto:bergfriedearthday@eliotchapel.org
mailto:mensadvance@eliotchapel.org
http://www.facebook.com/groups/BERGFRIEDFOREVER/
mailto:bergfriedinfo@eliotchapel.org
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Greenleaves 

Spring is here! 
....and the Social Justice team is bustin’ out all over! Here’s a list 

of all the events and opportunities we have planned for April.  

Education Lobby Day 
Wednesday, April 1 
The Deaconess Foundation and Beyond Housing are 
sponsoring a lobby day in Jeff City to advocate for wise 
resolution of the student transfer/Normandy School  
District situations. If you’re interested in participating in 
this effort, we will provide necessary background and 
training on the drive to Jefferson City. We’ll meet in 
Eliot’s parking lot to carpool at 7:30 am and will return 
no later than 5:30. You must register for this event. Send 
your name to socialjustice@eliotchapel.org to add your 
name to the list. 

Becoming Powerful Allies: 
Transforming Privilege into a Force for Justice 
Five Thursdays: April 16, 23 and 30, May 7 and 14 
7-9 pm in the Senior High Room 
PLUS Saturday, April 18, 9-11 am in Adams Hall 
 
The Racial Justice team presents a series of five Thursday night work-
shops and a Saturday forum in which we will explore what it means to 
be white in a racist society and how racism, as an oppression, works 
in our society.  
 

The program is specifically designed for those who identify as white so 
they can work with other white people on this healing work. The inten-
tion is for white people to assume responsibility for the conditions and 
impact of our privilege – even though it was inherited. 
 

We see the journey as a healing process, helping us each heal from 
the hurts of racism and helping us to be whole. It is never about 
blame, shame or guilt.  
 

Participants must commit to the meetings on April 16  and April 
18 and at least three of the last four sessions.  
 

Peter Wilson, Claire Wyneken, and Tim Gardner will lead the  
sessions. They are all members of Eliot and are tenured social justice 
facilitators. 
 

We are only accepting 14 participants, so sign up now if you want a 
place in this series. 
 

Questions? Want to sign up? Please email  
socialjustice@eliotchapel.org. Or you may sign up on the bulletin 
board or at the Social Justice table on Sunday. 

"Cracking the Code:  

The System of  

Racial Inequality" 

Saturday, April 18 

9 – 11 am in Adams Hall 

Film and discussion led by 

Peter Wilson and Claire 

Wyneken  

film 

Monthly Vigil for Hope and Healing 
Tuesday, April 21 
6 – 7 pm, on Eliot’s front lawn 
Join us as we continue our ongoing  
witness for racial justice. We welcome  
all – those who have been standing with 
us since last August and those who have 
never come, but have been thinking 
about it. There’ll be soup and discussion 
afterwards for all who want to stay and 
share. 

Medicaid Expansion 

Lobby Day #4 

Wednesday, April 22 

7:30 am – 5:30 pm 

Watch Eliot communications  

for more details. 

mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.org
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Bring your Camaraderie and Beautifying Touch! 
Kirkwood's Fillmore Park, a pocket park near Eliot Chapel 
at Fillmore and Clinton Place, provides a golden opportu-
nity for service.  It is also a chance for Eliot volunteers of 
all ages to make good on a promise from the past.  Some 
years ago Eliot parents and children periodically held a 
"clean up Fillmore Park and have a picnic" service project. 
That has not happened in recent years.  On the park's sign 
remain the words "Park Adopted by Eliot Chapel." The 
sign is expected to remain for at least the next three 
years until park upgrades are begun. But alas, Eliot help-
ers are nowhere in sight. The Kirkwood Parks' volunteer season is March through October, with orientation 
available to potential volunteers. If you’re interested in forming a group of Eliot Chapel Fillmore Park volun-
teers, sign up on the bulletin board, at the Social Justice table on Sunday morning, or by emailing  
socialjustice@eliotchapel.org. 

Board of Trustees Nominees 
The following people have been  
nominated as candidates to the Eliot 
Chapel Board of Trustees and will be 
presented by the Nominating  
Committee for election at the Annual 
Congregational Meeting on May 17:   
 

Gary Gray, Treasurer  
Angie Bowland 
David Cox 
Holly Little 
 

Additional information regarding these 
candidates will be in an upcoming  
newsletter. The Nominating Committee 
wants to thank these individuals for  
offering to volunteer their time and  
talents as Board members.  Next year 
there will also be several openings on 
the Board of Trustees, including that of 
Treasurer. If you are an active member 
of Eliot Chapel and interested in this 
enriching leadership opportunity,  
please contact Ellen Smith, chair of  
the  Nominating Committee, at  
nominating@eliotchapel.org, for more 
information. 
 

Operating Policies & Procedures: Spring 2015 
Are you wondering about Eliot’s policies?  Do you have questions 
about Eliot’s guidelines & operating procedures?  Then we have 
great news.  The policies and procedures can be found on the 
church website at http://www.eliotchapel.org/policiesandbylaws. 
 

Eliot also takes considerable pride in how hard we work to keep 
children and the entire Chapel community as safe as possible.   
All Eliot members and friends are encouraged to familiarize  
themselves with the Safe Congregation Policy, found  at  
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/
SafeCongregationPolicy201415FinalVersion.pdf 
 

The policy was last updated in August 2014 and is reviewed 
annually for updates and additions.  

mailto:socialjustice@eliotchapel.com
mailto:nominating@eliotchapel.org
http://www.eliotchapel.org/policiesandbylaws
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/SafeCongregationPolicy201415FinalVersion.pdf
http://images.acswebnetworks.com/1/2388/SafeCongregationPolicy201415FinalVersion.pdf
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Women’s Alliance April Events 
 

Tuesday, April 7:  The Housekeeper and the Professor by Yoko Ogawa.  Discussion leader - Janis Cox 
 

Tuesday, April 21:  Book Selection Meeting: see Book Selection System in program booklet for more  

information.  Coordinators - Peggy Lashley and Sue Webster 
 

Tuesday, April 28: Winery Field Trip.  Coordinators - Janie Fowler and Maryann Mace 

Meditation Time is Back! 
With springtime here, a meditation session 
will be offered again in the beautiful, serene 
quiet of the Triplett Room from 7:00 pm 
to 8:00 pm on Tuesday, April 7. Here we 
will meditate together both in silence and 
with music. We will experience both guided 
and unguided meditation. Come relax and 
experience the quiet serenity and beauty of 
meditation. All are welcome. For further 
information, contact Lynn Murphy at  
meditation@eliotchapel.org. 

Time to start loading up 

on scrip for the summer. 

Get it while the supply 

lasts!  Stop by the scrip 

table on Sunday mornings 

in Adams Hall. 

As the 2015 Eliot Women's  
Weekend service project, Eliot is 
collecting supplies for the Cancer 
Support Community (CSC) of 
Greater St Louis. The CSC has 
been providing services to  
multiple Eliot members and their 
families.  The CSC offers free,  
professionally-led support and networking groups,  
educational workshops, nutrition and gentle exercise  
programs, 1-1 nutritional counseling, and stress reduction 
classes to empower and educate individuals and their  
family/caregivers affected by cancer.  All programs are 
completely free of charge to people affected by cancer. All 
CSC services are funded by donations and fund-raising, 
none by insurance or client billing.   
 

The CSC requests donations of coffee, toilet paper, paper 
towels, tea bags, 8 oz. coffee cups, Coffee-mate creamer, 
Avery labels #5160 and 5164, Kleenex, dishwasher soap 
tablets, and store gift cards.  In April, you may drop  
your donations in the collection box in Adams Hall, or 
bring them to Women's Weekend. Thank you for your  
donations. 
For Women's Weekend: Cindi Gille-Rowley,  
Karen Gottschalk, and Roz Marx.  

Room at the Inn Breakfast 
It is almost here! Breakfast with the 
INN Crowd, the Room at the Inn 
fundraising breakfast, will be  
Friday, April 24 at the Renaissance 
St. Louis Airport Hotel from 
7:00-9:00 am.  Tickets will be  
available in  Adams Hall on Sunday, 
April 5 or from Gary Gray.  If you  
already bought a ticket from the 
Room at the Inn mailing let Gary 
know so all Eliot people are seated 
together. 

With nicer spring weather arriving, now is a good time 
to remember that parking spaces are at a premium in 
the Eliot Chapel parking lots.  If you are able-bodied 
and can handle a short walk, please consider choosing 
a space outside the lots to leave 
those closer spots for members 
and friends with mobility issues 
and/or small children. Parking is 
available along Argonne, as well as 
in lots across from the Farmers’ 
Market and west of the Market.   

mailto:meditation@eliotchapel.org
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Thanks to the kids in the Religious Education program who took 
the time to make lovely Easter cards for the people in our partner 
church in Transylvania.  Before they created the cards, Clint 

Blandford talked with the children about our partner church and 
about how Easter is their most important holiday.   
 

We are planning a trip to Transylvania, including a stay in our 
beautiful partner village and tours of many historical and  
Unitarian heritage sites for the fall of 2016.  Rev. Barbara Gadon is 
planning to go on this trip, and several others have expressed  
interest.  Look for details in the near future.  Part of the planning 
involves a possible coordination with travelers from First 
Church.  In March, four Eliot people attended First Church's  
annual Partner Church dinner.   
 

~Beth Rossow for the Partner Church Link 
partnerchurch@eliotchapel.org 

Reaching Out to Help Emerson Chapel 
The letter begins, “Dear Sister Congregations, It is with careful thought and consid-

eration that we come to you with an unusual request for temporary financial assis-

tance.” It goes on to explain how the difficult decision to sell their church building 

and property has resulted in loss of members and income, and explains opportunities 

for growth going forward. They are asking for a total of $25,000 from the UU  

congregations in the St. Louis area to see them through this situation. Their request 

was unanimously supported by the Bi-State UU Ministers Society. (To read the  

entire letter from Nancy Belt, President of the Board, and Rev. Krista Taves, click 

here or visit the Eliot Chapel website at www.eliotchapel.org/giving.) 
 

When asked by Rev. Barbara to be “Emerson’s Champion” at Eliot on this effort, I immediately agreed,  

because I have a fondness for this congregation (developed over the years living in Chesterfield) and because I 

believe in the importance of having a thriving liberal religious presence in West St. Louis County.  That the 

new location is closer to, and has simpler access from, the Highway 40/64 corridor is strategically important 

to growing our movement in the area. That the new space has capacity for a growing RE program is also key. 
 

I visited Emerson UU Chapel on a recent Sunday morning. I was warmly greeted by those who did not know 

me, and I was pleased to get reacquainted with many I knew. I participated in an uplifting worship service and 

saw their classrooms. After church I hung out with enthusiastic people of all ages. Recognizing their recent 

changes as an opportunity to serve in new ways, several people proudly told me that Emerson Chapel is in the 

process of rethinking its mission and vision in light of its new circumstances. 
 

It is a pivotal time for our “sister church” in West County, and our financial support can make a big difference 

in their rate of recovery.  For me this is an opportunity for us to witness to the importance of our broader 

movement, and to practice our generosity.  I invite you to join me, and to consider making a generous contri-

bution. You may send a check to the church office made out to Eliot Unitarian Chapel with “Emerson” on the 

memo line, or use our online donation “portal.” Visit http://www.eliotchapel.org/giving and click on the 

online pledge form link. Enter the amount you wish to donate in the “other” category and type “for  

Emerson Chapel” in the box next to the amount. Then follow the instructions to continue.  If you have  

questions or problems with the form, please contact Eliot’s Administrator, Charles Lewis, at 314-821-0911. 
 

~Ted Lau 
 

mailto:partnerchurch@eliotchapel.org
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Sunday, April 5 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 

“Choosing Resurrection” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 

Facing the darkness and choosing life is not easy. It is also the miracle of Easter and the promise of 

spring. Come and join your church family to celebrate the possibility of new life. 

Sunday, April 12 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 

“The Value of Breathing: Inspiration” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 

Breathing in – or inspiration – is needed for our survival, and serves as a powerful metaphor for being filled with the  

life force. How are we inspired? We also need to breathe out: What do we seek to inspire in the world? First in a  

sermon series exploring conversations our Board of Trustees held with us to determine three core values within our 

community. 

April’s 

worship 

theme is  

freedom. 

Sunday, April 19 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 

Music Sunday – “Missa Gaia”  

This year’s Music Sunday celebration includes selections from “Missa Gaia” or Mass for the Earth by Paul Winter. This 

monumental work integrates world music and jazz with songs from the wild to celebrate the whole earth as a sacred 

space. It was commissioned by the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in NY City as a contemporary ecumenical mass, 

and has been performed there every October since 1982.  We invite you to join the Eliot Choir and jazz orchestra for 

a service dedicated to music. 

Sunday, April 26 – 9:30 and 11:00 am 

“The Value of Touch: Connection” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon 

Buddhist teacher Tara Brach tells us that separation is an illusion. If so, it is a convincing one. How must we practice as 

Unitarian Universalists to claim the natural connection we have with each other and with the universe? Second in a 

sermon series exploring conversations our Board of Trustees held with us to determine three core values within our 

community. 

March at Eliot Chapel 

Medicaid Lobby Day 
From Kirkwood to Selma with Love 

Chili & Games Night 


