December 2015
Eliot Unitarian Chapel
100 South Taylor Ave.
Kirkwood, MO 63122
314-821-0911
frontoffice@eliotchapel.org

Office hours:
Monday - Friday
9:00 am to 4:00 pm
Sunday
9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Our Mission:
Eliot Chapel, a
Unitarian Universalist
community, gathers
to foster free
religious thought,
nurture spiritual
growth, and act for
social justice.

Leap of Faith
Expectations
As a child, what I expected for Christmas
came straight out of the Sears catalog. The
Wish Book was expertly designed to stoke
the fires of childhood desire. It featured softfocus photographs of toys beneath the tree,
catching a few lights here and there to look
like stars. My parents pulled this off well,
especially by the time I came along. Before I
turned 10, my siblings had all moved out of
the house and my dad was tenured as a
public school teacher, making a comfortable
salary. What had been a modest but nice pile
of gifts for my brothers and sister turned into
absolute splendor for me. That is what love
looked like to me. That is what I expected
from the holidays.
One of the gifts of growing up is finding
more and more ways to be happy, and more
and more things that look like love. As a minister, these are some of the things that look
like love to me this year.
- Love looks like a bag that Robert packed for
my business trip. Apples, homemade pancakes, oatmeal, grapes, peanut butter, rice
cakes, cough drops. He also took me to the
airport, making dumb jokes with me getting
up at the most uncivilized hour of 4:00 am for
the red eye.
- Love looks like bread communion service,
light streaming through our sanctuary
windows, families lined up to share their
bread, the packed sanctuary eager to hear
their stories.
- Love looks like a teenaged girl telling everyone that one of her favorite “ancestors” is
our director of religious education, who has
made such a difference in her life.
- Love looks like two women meeting in the
hallway at Eliot, one bursting into tears, the
other immediately putting her arms around
her and taking her to a corner to talk.
- Love looks like people faithfully standing in

front of the
church, week after
week, with signs
that say “Black
Lives Matter.” And
love looks like a
car pulling up, the
window rolling
Rev. Barbara H. Gadon
down, and a
Lead Minister
white mom
bgadon@eliotchapel.org
saying: “Go
ahead, Sweetheart, you can say it.” And her small, bi-racial
daughter saying to us: “Thank you.”
“Every day we must choose between closing
down in fear and opening our hearts in love,”
says Christina Baldwin. As I write, 31 of 50 governors have declared their refusal to accept
Syrian refugees. That they cannot legally refuse
anyone entry does not seem to stop the declarations. This makes 31 choices to close down in
fear. And I saw love gathered in the parking lot
across the street from the library in University
City for the “Bring Them Here” rally, organized
by Islamic Foundation St. Louis. A few of us
from Eliot Chapel joined about 100 people,
some wearing hijab, yarmulkes, clergy collars
and crosses, but most wearing no outward
symbols of faith. Showing up was the symbol of
their faith. There were young adults, many parents with children, and some older people,
black, white and brown. We marched down
Delmar Boulevard, cold but warmly received by
people we passed. Looked like love to me.
These are just a few examples. The more I
see love, the more I start to expect love, and
the better I am able to spread it. How about
you? Where do you see love this year? And how
do you help spread
the expectation of
love in the world?

www.eliotchapel.org
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Endings and Beginnings
As I sit down to write before our
Thanksgiving bread services, I recall
the phrase: “It’s not the end of the
world, but I can see it from here.”
I’m not yet at the end, but I can see it
from here.
Endings embrace paradox. It’s why
I so love T.S. Eliot’s reading in our
hymnal which begins:

Rev. Dr.
Michael Hennon,
Minister of
Pastoral Care

What we call a beginning is often
the end and to make an end is to
make a beginning. The end is
where we start from....
It’s hard to say goodbye, to end this
ministry of caring for the lives and
souls of this church and to make a
new beginning in my life. I appreciate
how difficult it is for you to say goodbye, too, each in your own unique
way. Endings are never perfect.
We shall not cease from
exploration…
This end isn’t the end of your ministry
of caring, love and support. I’ve been

so blessed to have known so many
in so many ways. I’m proud of how
the people of this religious community reach out to others. It’s not
perfect, but it’s a powerful and
overwhelmingly positive act of love
you give to each other.
… the end of all our exploring,
will be to arrive where we
started and know the place for
the first time.
My hope for Eliot Unitarian Chapel,
and for you, the people of Eliot, is
that you do not give up exploring
how to truly be present spiritually—to yourself, to your family and
community—to those who are part
of your church. If you don’t give
up, you will begin again—and know
this place, this place you love and
tend with care, as if it’s the very
first time. Thank you for all you
have given to me.

mhennon@eliotchapel.org

Join Us As We Bid Farewell
Rev. Dr. Michael

Rev. Hennon’s ser-

Michael with a mone-

Hennon’s time with

vice at a retirement

tary gift. We are now

us as minister of

party on Sunday,

collecting contributions

pastoral care is

Dec. 13. Following

in the church front

coming to an end on

both services we

office. You can drop off

December 31. He is

will have cake and

your donation with

transitioning to a

coffee in Adams Hall

Mecy before December

much-deserved

for everyone, plus a

6. If you would like to

retirement. He has

chance to wish

write a check, please

served Eliot and her

Michael well in his

make it out to Eliot

members with great

new adventure.

Chapel. We will compile

compassion and
care.

As a token of the
congregation's

Please join us in

appreciation, we

a celebration of

will be presenting

all donations and
present Michael with
one check at his
retirement party.
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Annual Christmas Pageant & Potluck
Eliot members and friends of all ages are invited to join Eliot children and
youth for the Christmas Pageant, which will be presented on Saturday,
Dec. 12 at 4:30 pm. Children ages four and older are invited to participate.
You can sign up by contacting Scott Stewart at scott@eliotchapel.org no
later than December 1. Following the production, families are invited to
gather for a family holiday potluck meal in Adams Hall at 5:15 pm.
Christie Lee is coordinating details for the holiday meal. Please RSVP to
Christie at christie@eliotchapel.org no later than Sunday, Dec. 7. Families
are asked to bring a side dish, salad, or dessert item to share with others.
A big thanks to
senior high youth
group members
Aislynn Pasierb,
Miranda Allen,
Camille Mussman,
Colleen Lee, Ian
Pallares, and Noah
Rowan for serving
as this year’s
pageant directors,
and to Lisa Beck & Denise Mussman for their support and guidance.

Pageant Day Schedule
1:30 - Directors, main cast,
and speakers rehearse
2:15 - Younger cast arrives
and gets costumes
2:45 - Music & carol practice
in Sanctuary for cast
3:15 - Pageant Rehearsal
4:15 - Return to costume
rooms, restroom break, etc.
4:30 - Performance
5:00 - Return to cast rooms,
turn costumes in, etc.

Eliot Chapel is sponsoring the

Gift Giving Tree

as part of Youth In Action's outreach to area children and
youth. The tree will be in Adams Hall until December 20.
This is a terrific outreach opportunity for children, youth,
and adults to share their holiday season with others in
need.
Each ornament tag represents an area child or youth in
need of a gift this holiday season. You can participate by
selecting an ornament and purchasing a small, ageappropriate gift for the child or youth, whose age and
gender is noted on the ornament. Gifts should be returned
to the Chapel (wrapped or unwrapped) along with the
ornament attached to the outside of the gift by Sunday,
December 20. Youth In Action picks up the gifts and distributes them to area children.
Questions? Contact Scott Stewart at
scott@eliotchapel.org. A special thanks to Katy Miller and
the 6th Grade group for setting up the tree on November
29. You can learn more about Youth In Action and their
service to the community at http://youthinactionstl.com/.

5:15 - Family potluck meal in
Adams Hall (details to come)

to Eliot’s newest
members:

Sharon McCarron
Chuck Beargie
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A Governance System that Works
Several conversations in recent weeks
have made me think it’s time to clarify
a few things about the governance of
Eliot Chapel. Each week’s liturgist
reminds us that Eliot is a place we love
and tend with care, and our governance is no exception.
Most members have, by now, heard
the term “Policy Governance.” This is
the style of leadership the Board has
employed for several years. Our full
Jordi Prats,
governance policy can be found on
Board of Trustees
the Eliot website here. A great many
Chair
dedicated and thoughtful Board members wrote this policy. I would encourage you to read it, as it drives everything about how we
operate and what we
eliotboard@eliotchapel.org
do (and don’t do.)

2015-2016
Board of Trustees
Jordi Prats,
Chair
Cindy Lau,
Chair-elect
Gary Gray,
Treasurer
Bruce MacKenzie,
Secretary
Angie Bowland
David Cox
Sheryl Foster
Holly Little

Our policies allow your Board of Trustees to focus on the long-term goals
of the Chapel while delegating all
means-related decisions and execution to Rev. Barbara. She, in turn,
works with staff and volunteers to
achieve the Chapel’s goals. The Board
ensures its own performance and that
of the minister by monitoring compliance with our written policies.
Someone recently asked me about
Board and Minister transparency. Board meetings are held
on the second Tuesday of the
month in Adams Hall and are
open to everyone. We hear
visitor comments at the start of
the meeting. Anyone can reach
out to Board members at any
time, although our focus will
tend to be on our Ends. Our
meeting agenda is posted on
the Eliot website five days
ahead of the meeting. Meeting
minutes are posted once they are

approved. Our Treasurer holds an
annual open meeting to answer
budget questions. For each of the
last two years, the Board has conducted a congregational survey, the
results of which are posted on the
Eliot site. Rev. Barbara can be
reached at Eliot Chapel or via Twitter,
Facebook or email. The OurEliot team
is available via the Eliot website or in
Adams Hall on Sundays.
I know some of you will still be
curious about our governance, so I’ve
assembled some questions or comments I’ve recently heard, with my
answers to them. They can be found
on the Board page of the Eliot website at http://www.eliotchapel.org/
trustees.
My intent in this column is to address
concerns which may exist about how
members’ voices can be heard and
how we make decisions. We take
great care to ensure Eliot Chapel’s
governance is effective, thus freeing
the great creative energy of the
Chapel to be put to our mission.
Should you have any additional
concerns or questions, please
contact me.

2015-2016 Board of Trustees with
Rev. Barbara Gadon

G r e e n l e a v e s ,
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Music Notes
As I write this, Eliot musicians are preparing for our annual Bread services, but I know that
immediately after that we’ll be decking our hall with pine boughs and singing about the next
season of hope and warmth against the chill of winter. The Chalice Chimes are preparing fresh
new tunes for the pre-service Christmas Eve music. And we will also have a special celebration
of our dear colleague Michael Hennon as he embraces a well-deserved retirement. Join us at
Eliot Chapel for a December of joyful music. And if you have the opportunity, treat yourself to
a live holiday concert at a school or concert hall. Chances are good you’ll encounter an Eliot
singer there!
Jan Chamberlin,
Cheers from your Eliot Staff Musicians:
Music Director
Sue Goldford, David Nalesnik, Leon Burke and Jan Chamberlin
Holiday Shopping That Gives Back
music@eliotchapel.org
Plowsharing Crafts has provided meaningful income to skilled artisans around
the world by marketing their products in the St. Louis area since 1985. They are
a ministry of the St. Louis Mennonite Fellowship, a member of the Fair Trade Federation, and a 501(c)3 not-for-profit
organization. Many of their products are made with sustainable and recycled materials. Their food products are
grown all over the world by small farmers using sustainable methods.
They are largely staffed by volunteers from the community, and welcome new friends to join their team. Eliot Chapel
musicians have traditionally partnered with Plowsharing Crafts by providing holiday music one evening in December
in exchange for a share of the profits. Please join us at the University City store, 6271 Delmar Blvd. on Monday,
Dec. 14 between 6:00 and 9:00 pm. Learn more at www.plowsharing.org.

Christmas Eve Services at Eliot Chapel
Thursday, December 24
Services at 4:00, 5:30 and 8:00 pm
with Rev. Barbara H. Gadon and Rev. Susan Maginn
4:00 & 5:30 pm - “The Gospel Story”
Our celebration this year will feature lively gospel music and a soulful celebration of candles, music, memory and hope. Especially
welcoming to families with young children. Come and
celebrate with members of the Eliot family of all ages.
Pre-service music by the Chalice Chimes Hand Bells;
A Gospel Christmas from the Eliot Choir.
8:00 pm
A quieter, more meditative service with its own quiet magic –
singing, candles, and a message of hope and peace. Gospel
Christmas from the Women’s Chorale with Jennifer Stewart,
flute.
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Sharing Our Bounty

In October Eliot Chapel
collected $1,175 for the
SouthSide Early
Childhood Center.

We also collected $375 for
the UUSC, in addition to
an unknown amount
donated to the
organization directly.

Our December offering will be shared
with Gateway Women’s Access Fund.
This has been a very busy year for
Missouri reproductive rights, with a few
steps forward and sadly, many more back.
On a positive note, Gateway Women's
Access Fund was founded in 2015 as a
nonprofit to provide public education and
support for women needing reproductive
health care services, primarily by providing financial assistance to those in
Missouri who cannot afford the full cost
of abortion care. In Missouri, not only
does Medicaid not cover any aspect of
abortion care, but even private health
insurance policies will only cover abortion
care when the woman’s life is in danger.
Additionally, our legislature requires inperson, state-directed counseling 72
hours before the procedure. That threeday wait means more missed days at
work, as well as travel costs, food, and
lodging for folks traveling from across the
state. With ever-increasing restrictions
and caveats on women’s access to basic
medical care, Gateway Women's Access

Fund aims to alleviate part of the financial burden so that more people can have
a choice. They work with abortion providers, including Planned Parenthood, to
help women meet the costs of abortion
care. Gateway Women's Access Fund is
the state’s only grass roots abortion
fund, and is committed to providing
support to Missouri women in need of
financial assistance.
Our Christmas Eve service offerings will once again go to Eliot’s
Minister’s Discretionary Fund. This
can be a difficult time of year for
some, and the fund is there to
help. If you are having difficulty
providing a special holiday meal
for your family, need gas money to
visit relatives, can't quite make
the rent payment or can't afford
toys for the kids, please let
Rev. Barbara Gadon know.
Gifts from the fund are made in
confidence.

Eliot Chapel Bad Weather Policy
It is the policy of Eliot Chapel to serve the mission of the church by being open and
available on Sundays mornings, weekdays, and at other times when programs are
scheduled. However, on rare occasions, extreme weather conditions may require the
cancellation of scheduled Chapel activities in the interests of public safety.
If travel advisories have been issued by state and/or local government asking that people stay off the roads and not drive, all activities are automatically cancelled and Eliot
will close. If the Lead Minister or his or her delegate conclude that road conditions or
other weather-related consequences present a danger to travelers, Eliot will close.
In the event the decision is made to close Eliot and cancel events, the recording on the
Chapel voicemail system will be changed and a notice will be posted on the home
page of the website. Staff scheduled to work at that time will be notified by telephone by their immediate supervisor. In extreme weather conditions, Sunday morning
volunteers should check the Chapel’s voice mail and/or website.
All members, friends, and staff are urged to use discretion when making choices
about traveling in times of hazardous weather conditions.

G r e e n l e a v e s ,
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Standing in Witness
Vigils for Hope and Heal-

engaged in conversations,

ing since the loss of day-

and worn your

light savings time have

buttons.

been in the dark, but
people throughout
St. Louis are working hard
to shine light upon the
recommendations of the
Ferguson Commission, to
bring accountability from
government officials and
economic reforms from
business interests.
Social Justice in Action at
Eliot Chapel has been
active on many fronts over
the past fifteen months,
fighting for educational
reforms essential to
Normandy and Riverview

And since August
21 of 2014 roughly
140 of you have
been Standing on the Side
of Love in quiet witness
[and what a glorious evening were we all to be

Kirk Care, the local food pantry,
needs volunteers to deliver food to

there at the same time]

its clients once or twice a month.

proclaiming that Black

The time commitment for a delivery

Lives Matter.

is around one to two hours. Also,

This simple, singular

Eliot Chapel has two seats on the

statement, so Unitarian in

Kirk Care Board of Directors, but

principle, so Universal in

one of these is currently vacant. If

declaration. Black Lives
Matter. None amongst us
would disagree.

you have several hours a month that
you could devote to helping Kirk

Gardens, expansion of

Yet some do, and will,

Care meet the needs of underserved

Medicaid throughout

so our witness remains

people in the Kirkwood area,

Missouri, police account-

important.

please contact Jim Lyon at

ability in St. Louis County

Please join us at Vigil.

and City, and yes, in Kirk-

Every Tuesday

wood. Some have been

6:00-7:00 pm

actively following judicial
reforms of the municipal

kirkcare@eliotchapel.org for more
information.

socialjustice@eliotchapel.org

courts. Others have
brought back a neglected
neighborhood park, to
brighten the lives of Kirkwood children. You have
read books and articles,

If you are interested in
learning more about RATI,
Eliot's ministry to the
homeless in St. Louis
County, please e-mail us:
rati@eliotchapel.org.

Room at the Inn was supported by a host of volunteers in
October:
Cooks: Barbara Harris and Marie Fogleman, Janis and David
Cox and Mary Quinn and Jim Lyon, who did double duty and
cooked two Thursdays in a row!
Drivers: Bill Clarke, Rich Vaughn, Stafford Gavin and Sally
Kelly.
Overnight hosts: Bill and Joan Clarke, Steven Bain and Scott
Marshall, Betsey Comfort and Sarah Reutter and Kathy Brunts
and Sue Blandford.
Laundry: Laura Conti, Darcie Carney, Stephanie Ackerman,
Lee Streett and Faith Williams.
And finally, a heartfelt thank you to Sue Blandford, who
schlepped three of the mattresses to Maplewood and back for
repair.
We currently have a need for wash cloths and hand towels to
allow our overnight guests to “freshen up.” If you have some
extras to donate, please bring them to Eliot and drop them in
the church office with Mecy.
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On the Calendar
Women’s Alliance
Women’s Alliance provides the women of Eliot Chapel with an opportunity for fellowship, intellectual
stimulation, involvement, and growth. Meetings are held on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 9:30
am in Adams Hall to discuss books and provocative topics. On the fourth Tuesday, there is usually an outing to a
local destination. All women are welcome.

December Meetings
Tuesday, Dec. 1 – Two Old Women by Verna Wallis. Discussion leader – Janie Fowler.
Tuesday, Dec. 15 – Christmas Luncheon. Meet at 11:00 am, eat at 11:30 am.
Bring a wrapped white elephant gift and a food dish to share. Coordinator –
Sue Blandford.

Vespers - December 2, 6:45 to 7:25 pm in Room 006 (lower level of the nursery school)
The Vespers service for December will celebrate Holy Wisdom (Sophia in Greek, hokhmah in Hebrew) as a
female image of the divine from our Western religious tradition. Her aspects include Creatrix, inner wholeness, and agent of universal salvation (Universalism). Readings from Joyce Rupp and Thomas Merton will
be accompanied by chants by Hildegard and Psalm 23 in our hymnal. Her open table will be enacted
through the sharing of bread and wine. All are welcome.

40th Annual Eliot Chapel
Renaissance Madrigal & Christmas Rout
December 3, 4, & 5
Doors open at 7:00 pm
Festivities begin at 7:30 pm
December Young Adult Ministry (YAM) meetings:
The church
offices will be
closed Friday,
Dec. 25 and
Friday, Jan. 1
for the
holidays.

Sunday, Dec. 6 - 12:30 pm in Room 006 downstairs.
Discussion on festive holidays from around the world.
Bring your knowledge of other traditions.

Text "Eliot" to 84483 to receive YAM text updates!
Questions? Email youngadults@eliotchapel.org.
The Tax Man Cometh! Ah yes, the holidays . . . after Christmas comes
New Year’s Eve . . . and that marks the end of the period for which we
can accumulate income tax deductions for 2015. Please consider your
pledge – and your church – as you are making any year-end contributions. 2015 tax receipts can be given only for monies received at Eliot
on or before December 31. Thank you!

G r e e n l e a v e s ,

D e c e m b e r

2 0 1 5

P a g e

If you are new to Eliot Chapel or to
Unitarian Universalism,
we invite you to attend

Start your holiday shopping—
or finish it— at Eliot!

Saturday, December 5
9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Rooms 001-002 on the lower level
Led by Rev. Barbara Gadon and Jeanne Olson,
Membership Team Lead

Eliot Chapel will hold its annual Holiday Bazaar
in Adams Hall. At this holiday craft and goodies
sale, either 100% of the vendors’ proceeds go
to a charity or 50% of the proceeds go to Eliot
Chapel. You will be dealing with each vendor
directly, so bring checks or cash; there will not
be a centralized check-out for all
purchases. Questions?
Contact Mecy Stanfield in the
church office at 314-821-0911 or
frontoffice@eliotchapel.org.

Registration closes December 3.
Register at
http://www.eliotchapel.org/adultre

9

Holiday Bazaar
December 6 & 20

2016 Transylvania Trip Taking Shape
Plans are taking shape for the trip to our partner
church in Transylvania. If you are interested in joining
the group or want to learn more, come to a meeting
at Eliot Chapel on Thursday, Jan. 14 at 7:00 pm.
The trip will begin on Saturday, Sept. 17, 2016 in
Kolozsvar/Cluj Romania and go through Monday,
Sept. 26, ending in Kolozsvar. During the first part of
the trip we will visit several historical sites in Transylvania, many of them related to the rise of Unitarianism in that part of the world. At the end of the trip,
we will spend 4 nights/3 days in our beautiful partner
village of Nyaradszentmarton, getting to know the
people, visiting local sites and having fun.
An optional pre-trip extension in Budapest will be
offered, from Wednesday, Sept. 14 through the morning of Saturday, Sept. 17.
For more details before the January meeting, please
visit the Partner Church Link web page on the Eliot
Chapel website. The itinerary will be posted there
soon, along with some travel and cost information.

This a wonderful
opportunity to
connect with our
Unitarian roots
and to explore a
fascinating part of
the world. The
trip has been
planned by people at the UU Partner Church
Council. They have been doing these trips successfully for years.
Eliot people going on the trip will be joined by a
few people from First Church in St. Louis and a
group of five from a UU church in Lexington,
MA. Each group will split off to go to their own
partner church village, but otherwise will travel
together.
Please contact Beth Rossow at
partnerchurch@eliotchapel.org if you'd like more
information before January 14.

G r e e n l e a v e s ,
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Here’s what some ALL READ participants
are saying:
“I came away with a much deeper understanding of
the term ‘white privilege’ and of the need to change
the systems in which it is embedded.”

What do you get when you take 150 people,
bring them together in small groups in 14
different places on 46 different dates, and
invite them to discuss what they’ve learned
from one book? You get Eliot’s first-ever
ALL READ, the powerful, often life-changing
experience centered around Debby Irving’s
book, Waking Up White.

“I learned that many good people struggle,
as I do, with uncertainty, anguish.”

If you missed out on these thought-provoking
discussions, we’ll be forming new small groups
early next year to discuss the same book. Send
an email to BBC@eliotchapel.org, and we’ll
contact you when we have the groups set up.
You can pick the one that best meets your
schedule.

“I want to keep learning.
As I learn, I want some
inspiration, some nourishment.”

One of the ALL READ book groups

“I’m encouraged that with
like-minded people, there’s still
hope for racial justice.”

“I learned that there is much, much community-building
to be done among whites who oppose systemic racism.
We can form a community for change.”

“I want to keep learning. As I learn, I want some inspiration, some nourishment.”
Waking Up White books are still available for $10 in the church office.

Books Wanted
Would you like to donate flowers for Sunday
worship, but do not want to commit to the
Flower Team on a regular basis? Consider
providing an arrangement for a specific
Sunday to commemorate a milestone. It
could be to honor a birthday or anniversary,
or be in memory of a loved one. Your name
and milestone will be printed in the Sunday
order of service. If you are interested, contact
Carolyn Burke at flowers@eliotchapel.org.

The Women's Alliance is asking for all kinds of
books (children's, fiction, nonfiction, cook
books, etc.) for the March 11th, 12th, and 13th
Book Fair. No encyclopedias, text books or
damaged books please. You may leave your
books in the DuBois Library in Adams Hall until
February 27th.
Volunteers, the next date for sorting books is
Saturday Dec. 19 at 9:30am in rooms 001 and
002 at Eliot Chapel. If you have a question about

Book Fair

your donation call the church office or ask a
member of the Women's Alliance.

G r e e n l e a v e s ,
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Recognizing Eliot’s Superheroes
Each month Eliot will recognize one or two individuals who have done something to inspire us with their faithfulness, hard
work and committed, joyful spirits. The Volunteer of the Month may have done something especially noteworthy that month,
or they could be someone who has volunteered faithfully for a long time, and we would like to take this opportunity to thank
them. If you would like to suggest a volunteer to recognize, let us know at frontoffice@eliotchapel.org.

Answering the Call - Over and Over
Singers needed? She answered the call. Who will teach
RE? She raised her hand. Time for new Board members?
She stepped forward. In recognition of her outstanding
and long-term volunteer ministry in numerous areas of
Eliot Chapel life, Angie Bowland is Eliot Chapel’s

Volunteer of the Month for December.
In prior years, Angie has participated in the music
program as a member of Women’s Chorale and served
as a teacher in the Religious Education program. She
currently serves as a chaperone for youth group events,
including overnight lock-ins and the fall retreat at
Bergfried. Earlier this year she began a three-year term
on the Board of Trustees. In June 2016, she will represent Eliot at the Unitarian Universalist General Assembly in Columbus, OH and serve as a co-sponsor for several
Eliot youth who are attending. You might have also seen Angie leading Eliot members and friends of all ages
in several dances during the Ingathering Picnic in September. She’s not afraid to step into the spotlight and
flex her leadership skills, not to mention her dance moves! Thank you, Angie, for your dedication and support
of Eliot ministry.

In Sympathy
We extend our condolences to Eliot
families who have recently lost loved
ones.
The family of Trevor Dreyfus,
including parents Dan and Denise. Trevor died
October 27.
Sue Goldford and family. Sue's mother, Alice Rosch,
died on November 1.
Shawn Cummings and family. His mother, Susan
Cummings, died on November 2.

Best wishes for a
wonderful holiday
season from the
Eliot Chapel

Joel Brotherton and family, including wife Michelle
Clark and daughters Nina and Tessa. Joel’s father, Dale
Brotherton, died on November 5.

ministers and

Ken Denson and family, including his wife Pam Triplett.
Ken's sister, Roxane BenVau, died on November 9.

staff.

Karen Gottschalk and family. Karen’s father, Joseph
Sikora, died November 11.

Sunday Services

December Worship

9:30 and 11:00 am
September – May
10:00 am only
Memorial Day through
Labor Day

Eliot Chapel Clergy

Rev. Barbara Gadon,
Lead Minister
Rev. Dr. Michael Hennon,
Minister of Pastoral Care
Rev. John Robinson,
Minister Emeritus
Eliot Chapel Staff

Scott Stewart,
Director of Religious Education
Christie Lee, Asst. Director of
Religious Education
Jan Chamberlin,
Music Director
Dr. Leon Burke III,
Choir Director
Pianists:
Sue Goldford
Dr. David Nalesnik
Charles Lewis,
Administrator
Jamacia Stanfield,
Administrative Assistant
Terri Burtin,
Communications Specialist
Myron Simms,
Facilities Assistant
Ed Liebman,
Sunday Custodian

December’s worship theme is Expectation.
Sunday, December 6 – 9:30 and 11:00 am
“Expectation, Expectations” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon
What a difference a letter makes. December is a month for expectation – of a
baby being born, of seeing loved ones, of celebration, of lighting lights while
we wait for the days to lengthen. And it is a season of expectations – of others
and ourselves – that can ennoble or burden us. Where is your heart this
season? Featured musicians: Children’s Chalice Choir, Women’s Chorale, and
Flo Reaves, violin.
Sunday, December 13 – 9:30 and 11:00 am
“Journeys and Paths With Heart” – Rev. Dr. Michael Hennon
Some say a minister has only one sermon—it’s just delivered in many different
ways. If that is true, then this Sunday will contain, and comprise, my one sermon. I expect that my journey will not end, but it must end here at Eliot. What
is it about my path—or your journey—or Eliot’s journey—which makes it a
heart-filled path? How do we expect to say goodbye, yet still sail the wide
earth home? Featured musicians: Eliot Choir and band; Gateway to Agape Chorus.
Sunday, December 20 – 9:30 and 11:00 am
“Expect a Miracle” – Rev. Barbara H. Gadon
Unitarian Universalists tend not to use the language of miracles, even or especially around the holidays – we associate it with angels and divine intervention.
What is a miracle for UUs? And why should we expect one? Featured musicians:
Chamber Singers; Jennifer Stewart, flute.

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Services
at 4:00, 5:30 and 8:00 pm
See page 5 for details.

Sunday, December 27 – One service only at 10:00 am
"The Waiting is the Hardest Part" – Rev. Julie Taylor, Guest Preacher
Expectations dwell in the realm of the future, the unknown. For many of us being
present is complicated when we crave some certainty in what may come next.
How do we keep expectations in balance? Featured musician: Kirk Hanser,
classical guitar.

